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            Yonkers Rising 

 Here’s another Yonkers success story. Merissa Beddows, a former contestant 
in Yonkers Junior Idol, has reached the semi-finals of America’s Got Talent.  
  Beddows is a 23-year-old student at Curtis Institute of Music, Pennsyl-
vania. She identifies herself as an opera singer with a passion for impressions.           

    continued on pg 6-

      Let the People Decide: Should 

   Mayor Spano Run for a 4th Term?
Charter Revision Commission Would Place Term Limits Change on Referendum 

 A better celebration to the 10-year anniversary of the Daylighting of the Saw 
Mill River in downtown Yonkers and the transformation of a parking lot into Van 
der Donck Park could not have come after National Geographic Magazine features 
Yonkers in its latest issue. 
 Groundwork Hudson Valley shared the news, “that National Geographic has 
featured the Yonkers Saw Mill River Daylighting Park in its September issue Amer-
ica the Beautiful. This park, known as Van der Donck Park, has become a landmark 
in Downtown Yonkers and continues to flourish.          continued on pg 4-

    Continued on pg 6-

      Yonkers Van der Donck Park  

    Featured in National Geographic 

     Yonkers Gives Back: Everyone Who Needs   

   a Backpack, School Supplies Gets One  

By Dan Murphy 

 Mayor Mike Spano recently appeared on Yonkers Voice for an interview with 
Ru Ros. During that interview, Ros asked the Mayor if there was support for him 
to run for a fourth term, would he do it? “You have moved Yonkers forward, but 
there’s always room for more improvement. We want you to finish the job-what if 
there was popular demand for you to continue” 
 Mayor Spano asked, “how would we know if they want that?”adding “four 
years ago, I had no intentions of running for a third term, but I bought into it and it 
turned out to be the right thing for me personally and the city.”
 There are two ways that Mayor Spano would be permitted to run for a fourth 
term next year (2023). The City Council would have to vote to overturn term-limits, 
as they did four years ago, or a change- repeal to the term limits law would have to 
be approved by the voters in the form of a referendum. 
 And with the Mayor asking for the people to decide on whether he should run 
for a fourth term, a referendum would give the people a voice, in saying yes Mayor 
Spano, run for a fourth term, or no, 12 years are enough. 
 Six months ago, we spoke with a prominent democrat in Yonkers, who was not 
necessarily a Spano supporter, but admitted that the City has made great strides un-
der Mike Spano’s leadership. And she wanted to know how it would continue, and 
didn’t see any viable alternatives to keep the progress going. 
 That same sentiment remains among many people in Yonkers, who like Spano, 
are searching for someone to replace him.  Two members of the Yonkers City Coun-
cil, Corazon Pineda-Isaac, and John Rubbo, have been testing the waters about a 
run for Mayor. And Yonkers Democratic Party Chair Tom Meier and Assemblyman 
Nader Sayegh are the other two names that are in the mix. 
 But the usual assumption has been that one, or all four, would run for Mayor if 
Spano doesn’t run. While that decision may change, all four have not thrilled the 
stakeholders, unions, and party leaders to the point where Mayor Spano feels com-
fortable handing the keys over and departing.
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      Go Fly a Poem Day With Yonkers 

              Poet Laureate Golda Solomon 

   Yonkers to NYC: Don’t Dump on Our Community 
    Before:           After: 

    St. John’s Riverside Hospital Presents 

       September 7 Webinar on Heart Health

 St. John’s Riverside Hospital is hosting a webinar with one of their lead-
ing Cardiologists, Alon Gitig, MD. Dr. Gitig will be discussing the latest 
findings to control your cholesterol and high blood pressure as well as criti-
cal steps to take for overall essential heart health. 
 Scheduled for September 7 at 12:45 pm, RSVP here for the upcoming 
webinar: https://hipaa.jotform.com/222404657156152
_____________________________________________________________

 Pay a visit to Yonkers First Poet Laureate Golda Solomon, in a community 
outreach event titled, “Go Fly A Poem.” Guest poets include Sheila Maldonado and 
other poets will share in an open mic. 
 Kids and teens will build a kite and write their own poem. There are book 
giveaways and light refreshments served. 
 Go Fly A Poem will take place on Saturday, September 10, from 1-5pm, at the 
Yonkers Promendade on Dock Street-Wells Avenue. 
_________________________________________________________________

A few days later, also from Mayor Spano: “Great work by Mayor Eric Adams and 
the City of New York for the swift action in cleaning up both north and southbound 
lanes of I-87 Major Deegan Expressway at the Yonkers-Bronx border. Now let’s 
work to monitor the trucks illegally parking there and enforce stricter dumping fines 
to create better quality of life for area residents.”
___________________________________________________________________

Read it all Online at 
Yonkerstimes.com                  Yonkerstimes.com

From Mayor Mike Spano: “We’ve received numerous complaints from area resi-
dents about the mounds of debris dumped along the shoulder and service lanes of the 
north and southbound lanes of I-87 Major Deegan Expressway at the Yonkers-Bronx 
border. Not only is this is a quality of life issue, but because I-87 is a gateway to the 
Hudson Valley, it is unwelcoming to drivers and visitors who pass through our city. 
It also encourages rodent infestations to Van Cortlandt Park, which both Yonkers 
and Bronx residents visit.  According to the New York State Thruway Authority, the 
stretch of road where the illegal dumping occurs is maintained by the City of New 
York. Therefore, I am calling on my fellow colleagues in government to heed the 
pleas of our local residents to clean up the Deegan. Let’s work together so, as New 
Yorkers, we can remain proud of our community. There is a simple fix: clean-up and 
enforce.”
____________________________________________________________________
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178 Warburton Avenue | Yonkers, NY 10701 | 914‐821‐1132 | TTY: 711 | 
www.theridgewaycommunities.com 

178 Warburton at the Ridgeway is a vibrant apartment community steps from downtown, Yonkers, NY! 
 

 
 
 
Community Amenities 

 Property management office and 24-hour emergency maintenance 

 Resident community space 

 On-site laundry facilities 

 Free parking 

 Water/Sewer/Trash utilities included in rent 

 Rooftop terrace overlooking a brand new park 

 Online rent payment and work orders 

 On-site fitness center 

 Prime Yonkers location – steps from local shopping, dining, services and transportation (be in NYC in 25 
minutes!) 

 

Community Information 

 Minimum income standard (non-subsidized homes) is based on gross monthly household income being at least 
2.5x the monthly rent. Rent is subject to change at any time.  

 Maximum Income is based on the number of persons in the household, as per LIHTC guidelines. Visit our 
website for applicable income restrictions, under Leasing Information. 

 Rental assistance available for 8 homes. Rents not to exceed 30% of gross household income. Referrals 
made via the Municipal Housing Authority of the City of Yonkers (MHACY). Please contact their office to 
inquire. 

 

By Mary Hoar, President Emerita Yonkers Historical Society, recipient of the 

2004 Key to Histor and President Untermyer Performing Arts Council 

Monday, September 5th   
September 5, 1945: Attendance of more than 17,000 students in Yonkers Public 
Schools was the largest in years; it was so large, Schools Superintendent William 
Williams appointed 15 emergency teachers, with the possibility of appointing 
more as our population increased.   While other schools were bursting, School 
26’s attendance dropped; with an enrollment of 40, only three teachers were as-

signed there. The school had been open for ten years, but the attendance never 
built up.  The Board announced it decide whether to close the school at the next 
School Trustees meeting. 

September 5, 1945:  Yonkers own General Joseph W. Stilwell, aka “Vinegar Joe,” 
represented the Allies in Okinawa when nine Japanese officers, representing 
105,000 Japanese Army and Navy forces who had served in the Ryukyu Islands, 
signed unconditional surrender papers.  After the signing, the general told the of-
ficers, “I hold each one of you personally responsible for carrying out my instruc-

tions.  That is all. You may now go back to your quarters.”   

Tuesday, September 6th 
September 6, 1947:  Mrs. Alexander Rosenberg, wife of the Rabbi of Congrega-

tion Ohab Zedek, and daughter Naomi returned to Yonkers from Germany.  The 
family lived in Germany for two years while Rabbi Rosenberg served with the 
Joint Distribution Committee, and as the liaison officer between the American 
Military Government headquarters and Jewish religious authorities.  The Rabbi 
had expected to return with his family, but was detained in Germany a few more 
days, finishing up his work there. 

September 6, 1956:  The Yonkers Keys, our NY State and Eastern Junior Ameri-
can Legion championship team, was met at South Broadway and Valentine Lane 
with a welcome home parade!  Although raining, the parade drove through Getty 
Square, Palisade to Yonkers Avenue, then headed east to the Pasqua Post for cer-

emonies. All speakers from Mayor Kristensen on voiced their pride in our boys; 
the evening ended with the Keys team cheer. 

Wednesday, September 7th: 
September 7, 1911: Speaking from Paris, Samuel Untermyer gave a whole hearted 
endorsement of Governor Woodrow Wilson’s views on “big money trusts.” Un-

termyer said the two most difficult problems the country faced were “curbing the 
concentration of the money power,” and “regulating and controlling the industrial 
competition engaged in inter-state commerce.”   He added, Wilson “did not mis-

take or overstate the facts or the immediate overshadowing peril from the growing 
concentration of the money power in America.” 

September 7, 1945: Although their son Staff Sergeant David Eckes of Alder Street 
was reported missing in action March 18, 1944, Florence and Fred Eckes finally 
received official word David was presumed dead.  He was lost while on a bombing 
mission to Landsberg, Germany.  While heading back from the target, his Flying 
Fortress was attacked by enemy fighters, destroying the plane.  Eckes, a former 
employee of Rex Roofing Company in Yonkers, had received the Air Medal and 
an Oakleaf Cluster February 1944. 

Thursday, September 8th 
September 8, 1919:  After an examination of ballots in the Republican primary, 
Supreme Court Justice Tompkins announced Mayor Wallin had won renomination 
over Ulrich Wiesendanger by 13 votes. 

September 8, 1934: Reginald Roberts of Edgewood Avenue, an oiler aboard the 
Morro Castle, saved from the ship after it burst into flames off the New Jersey 
coast. Officially, the cause of the fire never was determined, but more than 130 
people died in the conflagration. 

     
Buying Comics! Looking for 1960s-1990s. 

I PAY CASH!  Please call  914-646-1718.  Located in Yonkers
____________________________________________________

Yonkers Rising PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702 -914-815-1388.  Proudly 
serving the City of Yonkers as official weekly newspaper with  hyperlocal news.  Member NY 
Press  Association.  Daniel Murphy, Publisher & Editor in Chief, dmurphy@risingmediagroup.
com. Bayan Baker, Assistant to the Editor in Chief  risingmediagroup@gmail.com.

     Yonkers Split on Student Loan 

      Forgiveness Plan 
By Dan Murphy 

 Westchester County Legislator 
David Tubiolo’s support for President 
Biden’s $10,000 loan forgiveness plan 
shows how divided residents of West-
chester, and voters across the country 
are on the issue. (See story above; 
Congressional candidate Mike Lawler is 
opposed).
 Tubiolo writes, “I celebrate the ac-
tion taken by the Federal Government 
to reduce the liability on millions of 
hard working Americans. I paid off my 
student loans before this forgiveness 
initiative. but I experienced first hand 
the sacrifices I had to make for a decade 
to overcome high interest rates and what 
seemed like never ending payments. We 
were made to believe this was the only 
way to achieve social mobility, but this 
deprived many of us from economic 
opportunities our previous generation 
enjoyed, like buying homes at a younger 
age. 
 “This is the bailout working class 
millennials (and their parents) desper-
ately needed, and I think this will stimu-
late the economy and save a generation. 

“This is the bailout working 
class millennials (and their 
parents) desperately needed, 
and I think this will stimulate 
the economy and save a 
generation,”  
    -County 
Legislator David Tubiolo 

  On This Day in Yonkers History...

General Joseph W. Stilwell, 
“Vinegar Joe” from Yonkers

   ` continued on pg 6-
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  Yonkers Mayor Spano Hosts 11th Annual 

   “Backpack to School” Drive

  Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano today joined School Superintendent Dr. Edwin 
Quezada, Board of Education Trustee Vice President Dr. Rosalba Corrado Del Vec-
chio, Yonkers City Councilmembers, Enrico Fermi Principal Mark Ametrano and 
event sponsors to present over 800 backpacks, filled with school supplies, to the 
students at Enrico Fermi School as part of the Mayor’s annual “Backpack to School 
Drive.”
 “The continued success of our ‘Backpack to School Drive’ continues to show the 
strength of our community and sponsors,” said Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano. “I am 
deeply grateful for our city’s ongoing support. This year we were able to collect over 
1,500 backpacks and an abundance of school supplies for our students in Yonkers.”
 Donations were provided by Yonkers residents, city employees, and local cor-
porate and nonprofit sponsors including: Heavenly Productions Foundation, Empire 
City Casino by MGM Resorts, PCNY, Garden of Eden, Castle Royale, Fuelco, Rock 
& Rod’s Collector Car Club, Ridge Hill and Elite Investigations.
 “2022-2023 in the Yonkers Public Schools is our year to foster “Champions 
for Children,” noted Dr. Edwin M. Quezada, Superintendent of Schools.  Mayor’ 
Spano’s annual backpack drive magnificently personifies the school district’s initia-
tive.  Today’s champions are the backpack and school supplies donors.  Through their 
efforts, our students and families at Enrico Fermi School start the new school year 
on positive path.  We know that all children flourish and achieve in an educational 
environment replete with love and opportunities.”
 Board of Education Vice President Dr. Rosalba Corrado Del Vecchio added, “At 
every monthly meeting of the Board, President Rev. Steve Lopez and the Trustees 
acknowledge the generosity of individuals and businesses for donations of goods, 
services and monetary gifts.  These donors, stakeholders from across our community, 
understand and act on their conviction to enhance opportunities for our students.  The 
children and families at today’s event met community members willing to reach out 
a helping hand.  This commitment to children and education by community stake-
holders truly is what is necessary for Yonkers Public Schools, in the third largest city 
in New York State, to continue its trajectory increasing student achievement for all 
students.”
 Chairwoman of Heavenly Productions Foundation, Dr. Kathy Reilly Fallon 
added, “On behalf of Heavenly Productions Foundation, we are thrilled to support 
Mayor Mike Spano’s Backpack outreach and donate backpacks with school supplies 
and classroom supplies. Best wishes to all the students of Yonkers.” 
 “Fuelco devoted itself to community outreach this summer. We gave veterans $5 
in free gas on Memorial Day and Independence Day and offered consumers super 
discounted gas for several weeks. Now it’s time to focus on kids and get them ready 
for school,” said Fuelco President Adam Musa, whose Yonkers station is located at 
651 Bronx River Road.
 Since 2012, Mayor Spano’s annual donation drive has distributed nearly 14,000 
backpacks and school supplies to public school students. Due to the continuous 
outpour of support, each year non-profit organizations, churches and clients of the 
Westchester County Department of Social Services in the City of Yonkers are also 
able to receive backpacks and school supplies.
____________________________________________________________
 1ST ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL BOOK BAG GIVEAWAY

Sat. August 20th from 1PM to 5PM, Boo Wilson Park

 This event was organized by WWR Inc., Kings On Assignment and Bronx Vi-
sionary in cooperation with Westchester County Legislator (Majority Leader) Chris-
topher A. Johnson and sponsored by Councilman Anthony Merante. This year’s drive 
was to honor of the late Justin Robinson affectionately known as “Boogs” to his 
family and friends around the Runyon Heights community and all over Yonkers. He 
tragically lost his life in a car accident but in his everlasting spirit donated his organs 
saving up to 12 lives. His giving will continue to manifest through this event. Link to 
News12 story about Justin (https://bronx.news12.com/organs-donated-by-yonkers-
man...)
 Yonkers Councilman Anthony Merante stated. “When I was approached by the 
organizers to sponsor the 1ST ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL BOOK BAG GIVE-
AWAY, I said most definitely count me in. With rising Inflation cutting into Yonkers 
families pocketbooks leaving little money to spare helping families with book bags 
and school supplies was a small way to ease their financial burden” Saturday’s event 
at Boo Wilson Park drew about 250 people. over 100 book bags and back to school 
essentials were given away. Merante noted, “It was a fun day for all with food, music 
by a DJ, Italian Ices, the Exquisite Force dance troop and even our great Yonkers Fire 
Dept brought a truck out for kids to explore. It was nice seeing our Runyon Heights 
community out especially Lamont (Mel) Robinson Sr. and Carrie Ann Robinson. I 
like to thank the event organizers for an awesome job and especially Dwayne Cloud. 
I’m looking forward to next year’s event that we can make even bigger and better.”
___________________________________________________________
Uplife Foundation Hosts 4th Annual Backpack Giveaway BBQ

 On Sunday August 28th, 2022 Uplife Foundation Inc. hosted its 4th 
Annual Back to School Giveaway and Barbeque At John F. Kennedy Marina in Yon-
kers.
 Dozens of local businesses from Yonkers and the Bronx came together to partici-
pate in one of the biggest school givebacks in the city, giving away hundreds of book 
bags, school supplies, dozens of laptops and free food. The event also produced free 
performances by world renowned artists 2Rare, Kenstarr, and many more. With the 
current climate of rap, specifically the negative connections placed around drill rap, 
this event was proof that regardless of genre, many artists care our about youth and 
influence them in positive ways. The performances were enjoyed youth of all ages. 
There was also games and activities like a dunk tank, bouncy house and more. 
 Uplife Foundation Inc. is thrilled to bring musicians and entertainers together 
to help create moments that will be a positive influence and memorable time for the 
youth. Back to school in 2022 is a different time, so Uplife Foundation Inc. continues 
to be a group of community leaders and mentors stepping outside of the box to make 
a difference in the community. Uplife  understands that in order to make a difference 
you have to relate to the youth. Uplife members relate and are able to communicate 
to kids the importance of success in education and in life. Through partners like City 
Council President Lakisha Collins-Bellamy and County Legislator Christopher John-
son, Uplife is able to host this event in Yonkers and continue to inspire the youth. 
Uplife Foundation Inc. is a Yonkers-based non-profit organization that
focuses on strengthening, unifying, and building up urban communities. The Co-
founders are Reginald Joseph, who owns Cafe 2.0 , a coffee shop in Yonkers, and 
Robert Salkey.
 “When we say constructing the community we are talking about leaning into 
urban neighborhoods and providing access to jobs, and resources needed to live a 
decent life,” says Reginald Joseph. Robert Salkey adds “  It’s all about constructing, 
building , and connecting the dots for families who need it. That’s what this annual 
event does and we are blessed to be able to host it for a 4th year, here in Yonkers.
 For more information follow @uplifefoundationinc on social media or visit
____________________________________________________________

    Latimer, County Government Announces 

  Inflation Busting Measure to Help Residents
 Bee Line Bus Ridership Up 30% Due to Free Summer Fares

 Whether you were traveling for work, play or a summer beach day – Westches-
ter County residents enjoyed free rides on the Bee-Line Bus this summer from June 
1 through Labor Day. The free fares program was valid on all buses in the fixed 
route bus system including the express route into Manhattan, and the Bee-Line 
ParaTransit System. Bee-Line bus ridership soared this summer, up approximately 
20% on weekdays and 45% on weekends compared to levels in May 2022. Resi-
dents who normally purchase a 30-day unlimited MetroCard, saved nearly $400 
this summer. Thousands of residents participated in the free rides program, which 
will conclude on September 6.
 Westchester County Executive George Latimer said: “Every dollar counts. In 
Westchester County, we are working hard to combat rising costs by finding new 
and innovative ways to provide relief. This summer, we wanted to give people a 
reason to ride the Bee-Line bus, but more importantly, we want to provide an op-
portunity for our residents to save some money. While our free fare program may 
be coming to an end, we have a robust number of cost-saving programs we are roll-
ing out now for residents to take advantage of this fall and winter.”
 Free fares on the Bee-Line Bus are part of a larger program Latimer created 
to address inflation, including free admittance to Westchester County’s pools and 
beaches on certain days, and free commuter parking at the North White Plains 
Commuter lot, and the County Center parking lot from July 1 through August 31.
 The fall and winter additional cost-saving programs Westchester County 
residents can participate in are as follows:
 Lowering the Sales Tax on Residential Energy
 Latimer has proposed lowering or eliminating the sales tax on residential en-
ergy on a quarterly basis, from December 1, 2022 – February 28, 2023. The sales 
tax elimination covers home heating oil, propane, natural gas, electric, coal and 
wood for residential heating purposes. It covers homeowners as well as rental units, 
and landlords/renters will be eligible depending on the structure of the unit’s heat 
and electric use.
 Civil Service Exams: Westchester County is waiving the fees for Civil Service 
Exams through December 31.
 Zero Tuition Increase at SUNY Westchester Community College
 Together with SUNY Westchester Community College Trustees and the West-
chester County Board of Legislators earlier this summer Latimer announced WCC 
will be holding the line on tuition for the 2022-2023 school year. The flat tuition 
reflects ongoing challenges faced by students and families who are struggling with 
rising costs due to inflation, and uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Annual full-time credit-student tuition is $4,730 – the lowest tuition among col-
leges in the region. 
 Feeding Westchester and Food Pantry Funding
  Latimer has increased funding to Feeding Westchester by $700,000. This 
doubles what was included in the 2022 budget, and covers the increased cost of 
food and fuel. Feeding Westchester has experienced an increase this year of $0.71 
per pound across the foods they provide, compared to $0.60 per pound last year. 
Feeding Westchester is also seeing an 18% year over year increase in food costs.
___________________________________________________________________

 The article, “America in a New Light” by Emma Marris, highlights conserva-
tion approaches outside of protected areas and introduces the idea that species can 
be conserved on working lands and in cities. This recognition serves as a proof 
point that environmental conservation and stewardship is possible in even the most 
unlikely of places. 
 As stated in the article, “This project, initiated by community leaders more than 
20 years ago, is a hard-won and expensive reality, involving the state, the City of 
Yonkers, Groundwork, Scenic Hudson, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.” 
Yonkers mayor Mike Spano says the project has been “a major catalyst for the re-
naissance of downtown Yonkers and the city as a whole.” Other key partners include 
US Army Corps of Engineers, PS&S, Friends of Philipse Manor Hall, Westchester 
County, Scenic Hudson, the Yonkers Downtown BID, Beczak, and many other lo-
cal residents and community leaders. We are so grateful to our friends at the Van 
Cortlandt Park Alliance who encouraged Ms. Marris to visit us, and are planning to 
daylight their urban creek, Tibbetts Brook, in the near future.
 More from the National Geographic story, “Nothing illustrates the promise of 
urban con- servation more poetically than “daylighting” a creek. It’s easy to forget 
that all cities were built on ecosystems, and many had rivers and creeks running 
through them. As cities grew, these waterways were typically confined to pipes or 
culverts.
 “In Yonkers, an unofficial “sixth borough” just north of New York City, Saw 
Mill River, which once powered mills to cut timber and grind grain into flour, grad-
ually turned into a polluted mess. In the 1920s the last 2,000 feet was covered with 
a parking lot. But since 2012, 800 feet of that section has run through a landscaped 
channel, sparkling in the sun in a new 2.2-acre park. More recently, other sections, 
deeper downtown, have been uncovered.
 “I take a train from Manhattan to Yonkers to see it. The creek turns out to be 
visible from the platform. Just outside the station, I am met by Brigitte Griswold and 
Candida Rodriguez of Groundwork Hudson Valley, one of the many organizations 
that helped unbury the creek. We cross the street and take in the satisfying sight—
and sound—of a burbling river in the center of downtown. We see a fish ladder, in-
stalled for the sea-born eel babies—called “glass eels” because they are completely 
transparent—to climb upstream to grow big.
 This project, initiated by community lead- ers more than 20 years ago, is a hard-
won and expensive reality, involving the state, the city of Yonkers, Groundwork, 
Scenic Hudson, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. That first 800 feet cost $24 
million. But Yonkers mayor Mike Spano says the project has been “a major catalyst 
for the renaissance of downtown Yonkers and the city as a whole,” adding that it in-
spired more than four billion dollars in redevelopment, including 3,000 apartments.
 “Green gentrification” can be an ironic consequence of urban conservation, but 
Yonkers has required some units to be low-income housing. After native plants were 
installed along the new channel, wildlife appeared as if by magic. Muskrat, herons, 
turtles, and ducks are spotted here regularly. Another section hosts a hydro-electric 
wheel that powers nearby streetlights.
 In a streamside park, two men are whiling away the afternoon. “I like the water. 
I like the ducks,” one tells us, appreciatively. Griswold once worked on more tradi-
tional conservation projects, but she wanted to do something that connected people 
to the non- human world—in part so they would come to care for it enough to fight 
for it. That meant doing it in the city. Not everyone can afford to visit flagship na-
tional parks, she says.
 Rodriguez shows me areas on a Yonkers map that were redlined—set aside for 
nonwhite residents, spurned by lenders. They have fewer trees and more concrete. 
Access to nature is not evenly distributed. Fixing that injustice may be the best way 
to create a generation that cares enough about other species to save them.
 Rodriguez says the daylighted creek offers a place for people to unwind, creates 
a buzzy location for businesses, and protects threatened species like eels. “A triple 
win,” she calls it. Griswold sums it up: “There’s a beautiful thing in downtown Yon-
kers, and it belongs to all of us.”
 Editor’s Note: Next week, we hope to highlight the 10-year anniversary of the 
Daylighting at Van der Donck Park. Email us at dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com 
with any information you may have. 
___________________________________________________________________

 Daylighting, Van der Donck Park, continued from pg 1-



 FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2022-WESTCHESTER’S MOST INFLUENTIAL PAPERS -PAGE 5

       MGM-Empire City Casino Presents $100K 
       in Grants to Local Westchester Non-Profits

Eight area nonprofits benefit from MGM Resorts employee and guest-driven 
Community Grants Program

 Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts (“Empire City”) donated $102,000 to 
eight local nonprofit organizations through multiple grant funding opportunities. 
Grants were distributed to organizations providing services in the core MGM Re-
sorts philanthropy areas. These areas include food insecurity programs that provide 
access to nutritious meals, educational programs that support academic success, 
workforce development initiatives providing educational and training programs to 
prepare individuals for sustainable career opportunities and a new initiative this 
year, the homelessness initiative, to support organizations making an impact in 
combating homelessness in our surrounding communities.
 “Our company, employees and guests alike strongly believe in giving back to 
our communities,” said Ed Domingo, Vice President and General Manager at Em-
pire City. “All eight grant recipients provide crucial resources and programming 
to Bronx and Westchester residents and we’re incredibly proud to support their 
efforts.”
 This year’s grant recipients include Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
New York (“Catholic Charities”)  which received $10,000 tofund a mobile food 
pantry targeting area food deserts,  Yonkers Family YMCA which will utilize their 
$10,000 grant to expand their hot meals programs, and Feeding Westchester which 
also received $10,000 to expand their food recovery initiatives. All organizations 
fight food insecurity in the City of Yonkers and throughout Westchester County. 
United Way of Westchester & Putnam (UWWP) received two grants to support 
education initiatives. Their Education United Program and Summer Learning Pro-
gram received a $10,000 grant to provide educational materials such as backpacks, 
school supplies and nutrition education to low-income and academically at-risk 
youth and families in Yonkers and Mount Vernon. UWWP received a second grant 
of $12,000 to launch a new program that focuses on youth violence prevention and 
mental health awareness.
 In the area of workforce development, a grant directed to Greyston Foundation 
of $10,000 will support their Workforce Education and Training Program, which 
provides occupational courses designed to place individuals in permanent jobs 
within high-demand sectors. A second $10,000 grant was awarded to  Catholic 
Charities to support their workforce development programs in Yonkers. An ad-
ditional $10,000 workforce development grant was awarded to VISIONS/Services 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired, a nonprofit provider of free services for visu-
ally impaired individuals and their families. 
 “VISIONS is thrilled to be selected as a grant recipient,” said Nancy D. Miller, 
VISIONS/Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired Executive Director/CEO. 
“The casino’s support enables blind youth to achieve their work readiness and 
employment goals. They’re helping increase the number of working blind people 
above the current 40% employment rate for blind job seekers, compared to nearly 
double the number who are sighted and working. Thank you Empire City Casino 
for making such a major difference in the lives of blind New Yorkers.”
 Through a new initiative,  guests had the opportunity to direct change from 
winning vouchers to the MGM Resorts Foundation to fund grants for local non-
profits focused on homelessness efforts. BronxWorks received a $10,000 grant to 
support workforce development programs focused on currently unhoused individu-
als. The Guidance Center of Westchester, which helps individuals find permanent 
housing, received a $10,000 grant which will support furnishing apartments for 
individuals receiving services in their programs. 
 To learn more, please visit https://empirecitycasino.mgmresorts.com/en/
about-us/community-engagement.html
__________________________________________________________________

SPCA Westchester assists in the Humane Society’s  

Work to Find Placement for 4,000 Abused Beagles

 SPCA Westchester welcomed nearly a dozen beagles to its Animal Rescue 
Center in Briarcliff Manor, NY as part of the group of beagles to be removed from a 
mass-breeding facility riddled with animal welfare concerns.  The Humane Society 
of the United States is coordinating the removal of approximately 4,000 beagles 
housed at an Envigo RMS LLC facility in Cumberland, VA which bred dogs to be 
sold to laboratories for animal experimentation.
 The transfer plan was submitted by the Department of Justice and Envigo RMS 
LLC, with the agreement of the Humane Society of the United States to assume the 
responsibility of coordinating placement. The transfer will take place in stages over 
the next 60 days, and the dogs will be up for adoption via SPCA Westchester and 
other shelters and rescues.
 “It’s unimaginable what these poor dogs have gone through, says Shannon 
Laukhuf, Executive Director of SPCA Westchester, and we’re honored the SPCA 
was asked to assist in giving these deserving, brave beagles a second chance. We’ll 
be placing them into foster and forever homes shortly and encourage anyone inter-
ested to email Eileen@spcawestchester.org.”
 The transfer plan comes as a result of a lawsuit filed against Envigo by the 
Department of Justice in May, alleging Animal Welfare Act violations at the facility. 
Repeated federal inspections have resulted in dozens of violations, including find-
ings that some dogs had been “euthanized” without first receiving anesthesia, that 
dogs had received inadequate veterinary care and insufficient food, and that they 
were living in unsanitary conditions.
  “It takes a massive network of compassionate, expert shelters and rescues to 
make an operation of this scale possible,” said Lindsay Hamrick, shelter outreach 
and engagement director for the Humane Society of the United States. “We are 
deeply grateful to each organization that is stepping up to find these dogs the lov-
ing homes they so deserve.” SPCA Westchester is located at 590 North State Road, 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510. Please visit spcawestchester.org for more information.
_________________________________________________________________

 Great job by #YonkersPD Detectives in making the case against 53-year-old 
John Tobias from the Bronx, charging him with 5 forced-entry commercial bur-
glaries that occurred in the west side of The City of Yonkers over two weeks. 
 More information on this case as it becomes available. 
__________________________________________________________________

Yonkers Police Arrest Repeat Burglar
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       Licensed Professional Process Server 
Covering Civil and Landlord & Tenant cases. Will do all 
mailings and provide Affidavit of service. Please contact me 
at (914) 770-0079, or  email me 
atTina_vazquez819@yahoo.com.

Notice of formation of Color It Black, LLC. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 01/28/2022. Of-
fice: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the Color It Black LLC, 33 Cliffside 
Drive,  Yonkers, NY 10710 Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
_________________________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Sweeney Tech, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 06/16/2022. 
Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 14 Alta Place, Yon-

kers, NY 10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
_________________________________________________________________________

 Formation of DRUMCOOBRADY LLC filed with the Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
8/10/2022. Office loc.:  Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The address SSNY shall mail process to Gabriel Carbin, 70 
Alexander Ave., Yonkers, NY 10704.  Purpose:   Any lawful activity.    
________________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of SNY Media, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 08/10/2022. 
Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, PO Box 997 , Yon-

kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

         Classifieds
Antiques and Collectibles
ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE NOTE! BRIMFIELD IS HERE – ALL SHOWS! Sep-
tember 6-11, New shows open daily! BrimfieldAntiqueFleaMarket.com. 2023 Show 
Dates: May 9-14, July 11-16, September 5-10

Auto Donations
Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a car today!  The benefits of donating your car or 
boat:  Fast Free Pickup - 24hr Response   Tax Deduction - Easy To Do!  Call 24/7:  
855-905-4755

Auto Donations
Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your Car 
Donations Matter NOW More Than Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE.  We 
Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not.  100% Tax Deductible.  Minimal To No 
Human Contact.  Call: (877) 798-9474.  Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For 
Wishes. www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Buying / Selling
Buying diamonds, gold, silver, all fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, better 
furs, complete estates. We simply pay more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

Education / Career Training
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! Become a Medical Office Profes-
sional online at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready to work in months! Call 855-
543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet is required.

Education / Career Training
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to 
become a Computer & Help Desk Professional now! Grants and Scholarships avail-
able for certain programs for qualified applicants. Call CTI for details! 844-947-
0192 (M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet is required.

Finance
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
888-869-5361 (Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)

Health
ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Generic 100mg blue pills or generic 20mg yellow 
pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call Today. 877-707-5523

Home Improvement
Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-440-6501

Home Improvement
Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU 
MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the work 
completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not affiliated 
with State or Gov Programs.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts available. Call: 866-393-3636

Miscellaneous
Turn the boxes of old comic books sitting in your garage into cash money! Call 
George (917) 652-9128 or email gbrook@pipeline.com

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.   15% off and 0% 
financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
763-2379

Miscellaneous
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels 
and 3 months free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! Call 888-
508-5313

TV Internet Phone
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.  Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo 
Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-595-6967

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 months with CHOICE  Package. Watch your 
favorite live sports, news & entertainment anywhere. First 3 months of HBO Max, 
Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and Epix included! Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. Call 1-888-534-6918
__________________________________________________________________

     Yonkers History, continued from pg 3-

September 8, 1941:  Dr. Ward Cook, Director of the Yonkers Bureau of Laborato-

ries, asked Charles Cox, Chief of the New York State Bureau of Water Supply, to 
resurvey the Saw Mill River watershed.  Cook wanted to increase the daily amount 

of water in the Yonkers water system. 

Friday September 9th 
September 9, 1926: Van Cortlandt Park Avenue’s Catherine Kennedy, “Miss Yon-

kers of 1926,” became the first Yonkers gal chosen to be a Miss America finalist! 
Kennedy competed against 72 other contestants for Miss America 1926; after more 
than three hours of questioning, finalists were chosen by secret ballot.  

September 9, 1945:  Point Street’s William Beckmann, Jr., a former Otis Elevator 
tester, notified the company their badly damaged plant in Manilla, was still stand-

ing!  He sent a photo of himself standing outside the building to the “Digest,” the 
Otis employees’ magazine.  In the Navy, Beckmann served as an Electrician’s Mate 
Second Class.  

Saturday, September 10th  
September 10, 1945: General Brehon Somerveil, Commander of the Army Service 
Forces, sent a letter to Alexander Smith and Sons Carpet Company President Fred-

erick Klein stating, “Your company has played a very important part in producing 
the equipment and supplies which have been such a decisive factor in winning the 
war.  You and your associates... must have a deep sense of satisfaction as you look 
back on your accomplishments on the war production front.  Now that the war is 
won, I want to express to you the gratitude and appreciation of the Army Forces for 
the magnificent achievement of your organization.” 

September 10, 1955: Administrator Max Manus announced the newly opened Cross 
County Hospital and Medical Center had admitted its 1,000th patient. 

Sunday, September 11th  
September 11, 1926:  The new Benjamin Franklin Junior High School opened with 
1,200 students. Unfortunately, construction had not finished so students walked on 
hall floors covered with planks and tarpaper to the tune of pounding hammers.  The 
work was finished a few days later.

September 11, 1927:  Elizabeth Tomashevsky, was appointed as the YWCA Inter-
national Institute Worker; Mrs. Tomashevsky was forced to flee her home in Petro-

grad, Russia, to escape oppressive Bolshevism. While living in Russia, she chaired 
a large charity.  

September 11, 1936:  When Republican Congressional Candidate Oliver Carpenter 
addressed the Sixth Ward Republican Organization, he warned Democrats to “stop  
Roosevelt or let the party become the Roosevelt Party.”  

Questions or comments?  Email YonkersHistory1646@gmail.com.   

For information on the Yonkers Historical Society, Sherwood House and upcom-

ing events, please visit our website www.yonkershistoricalsociety.org, call 914-

961-8940 or email yhsociety@aol.com.   

We really need to talk about how we can control the cost of higher education, and 
also invest in more Career Technical Education like BOCES so adolescents and 
young adults are more aware of their opportunites. Average college tuition tripled 
in my lifetime, even when adjusted for inflation. Developing a career and get-
ting started in life shouldn’t put us at the high risk of bankruptcy,” writes Tubiolo, 
whose social media account was filled with supporters and opponents of the bail-
out. 
__________________________________________________________________

  Student Loan Forgiveness, continued from pg 3-

 “The one thing I hear again and again about Mayor Spano is stability. A lot of 
people in Yonkers want the stability that Mayor Spano has brought the city for the 
past 11 years. They also see what’s happening in other communities and they don’t 
want that to happen in Yonkers,” said one Yonkers democratic leader. 
 “If there was someone out there to take over and continue the progress and move 
the city forward that the party leaders and others were comfortable with, then we 
wouldn’t be having this discussion. But there isn’t and the Mayor doesn’t want to 
see the work in Yonkers, on test scores, safety, jobs and development go in the other 
direction. There’s more to do, and for some, the work of Mayor Spano isn’t over. It’s 
like having a coach leave before the game is over.” 
 “Usually after 12 years, there’s voter fatigue, to the point where the Mayor, or 
Governor, knows its time to go and the people want you to go. But that’s not the case 
here in Yonkers. There remains a large segment of the population happy and ready to 
vote for a fourth term.” 
 One question remains in all of this: Mayor Mike Spano has yet to officially 
agree to move forward with a referendum on a fourth term. He said as much to Ru 
Ros, saying the job of Yonkers Mayor “is all consuming, and a completely unnatural 
lifestyle. There are a lot of needs that the city has and a lot that needs to be accom-
plished.” 
 If the Mayor agrees to play the scenario out, The Yonkers Charter Revision Com-
mission would meet and go over any proposed amendments to the City Charter. The 
next step would be to hold public hearings and create the ballot question, on term 
limits and any other charter changes, and to set a date for the referendum.
 Another Yonkers democrat said, “If I want to vote for Mayor Spano again, why 
can’t I. Someone else can also run and try to beat him. Who is going to step up? I 
think his popularity, even after 12 years, is the answer to that question. Let the people 
decide.” 
 Other supporters of the Mayor, and a fourth term, point to the fact that 91% of 
local governments have no term limits, and their leaders can serve as long as the vot-
ers want them to serve. Watch the interview with Ru Ros at https://www.facebook.
com/ykersvoice/videos/391850973020393, and email us with your thoughts to 
dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com.
 There are other candidates interested in running for Mayor. We will include them 
all in the weeks to come. 
____________________________________________________________________

 Merissa attended Yonkers Montessori Academy, and was singing and perform-
ing since she was 10. Her performace is part opera, part comedy and part impres-
sions. 

 She began her latest act by handing over a giant dice with various celebrity 
names written on it to judge Heidi Klum. She then told the judges that she would 
sing ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ in her original voice, and then move to im-

pressions of the names that Heidi picked from the dice. 
 While Merissa’s original vocals were spectacular, her impressions were noth-

ing short of flawless. She kicked off the impressions by hitting the high notes like 
Ariana Grande, before moving on to mimic her grandmother. She also did impres-

sions of Stevie Nicks, Celine Dion, and Snow White, before concluding her act 
with Siri’s take on the classic song!‘
 “I like you,’ said Klum. ‘You’re a woman of many different talents.’ Judge 
Sofia Vergara said, ‘I think your voices are so spectacular,’ 
  Merissa lost her dad when she was 11, and has served as her mother’s 
caregiver ever since. She is currently hosting a GoFundMe page-
 https://www.gofundme.com/f/q7ckgj-please-help-my-mom?utm_campaign=p_
cf+share-flow-1&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer
 to raise $25,000 to get her mother long-term care. It is a touching story that you 
can read about, and if you can, make a donation.  She is dedicating her AGT perfor-
mances to her. 

 Beddows has over 745K followers on her TikTok and is all over social media. 
 This year’s process is slightly different than previous seasons. 11 Acts will 
perform during every Tuesday Live Show for five weeks. Fans will then have their 
allotted time to vote, with the top two Acts revealed and automatically advanced to 
the Finale. The remaining nine Contestants will be eliminated.
 In the end during the September 13 finale, the remaining top Acts will all com-

pete for the $1 million grand prize and a spot in AGT’s Las Vegas residency. The 
winner will be determined by America’s Vote and revealed on September 14.
 We will follow Merissa -‘This has changed my life, absolutely,’ Merissa said, 
and all of us hope that she continues to the finals of AGT.  You are making Yonkers 
proud!
 Share your Yonkers memories of Merissa with us and our readers by emailing 
them to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com. We will try to reach her for an interview.
___________________________________________________________________

Mayor Spano Fourth Term, continued from pg 1-

Yonkers AGT Semi-Finalist, continued from pg 1-
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Y O N K E R S  I D A

A Driving Force 

Behind the Yonkers 

Renaissance.

Building on a nearly decade-long economic 

renaissance, the Yonkers Industrial Development 

Agency (YIDA) under the leadership of Mayor Mike 

Spano has been instrumental in providing financial 

incentives for development projects representing 

nearly $5 billion in private investment and more 

than 9,100 multifamily units planned, completed, 

under  construction and approved for development.

To learn more about the financial incentives 

provided by the Yonkers IDA, visit 

yonkersida.com or call (914) 509-8651.

  

FINALLY
The only place to read 
news that matters to  

your community 

ONLINE

yonkerstimes.com

FINALLY
The only place to read 
news that matters to  

your community 

ONLINE

yonkerstimes.com
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Mount Sinai Doctors proudly welcomes Vishal A. Mehta, DO, and  

Paul S. Ragusa, DO, to our orthopedic team in Westchester County.  

Our experts offer comprehensive care for hip, knee, elbow, shoulder and  

spine  injuries, and are dedicated to eliminating your pain and restoring your  

full mobility. We are conveniently located in Yonkers and Scarsdale. 
 

Make an appointment at mountsinai.org/westchester

Exceptional  

Orthopedic  

Care in 

Westchester

Vishal A. Mehta, DO

Sports Medicine,  

Hip and Knee Replacement

Paul S. Ragusa, DO

Shoulder, Elbow, 

Sports Medicine 

Shawn Anthony, MD

Sports Medicine

Wesley Bronson, MD

Spine Surgery

Ilya Iofin, MD 

Orthopedic Oncology

Melissa Leber, MD

Sports Medicine

Alexander Lee, MD

Spine Physiatry 

Calin Moucha, MD

Hip and Knee Replacement

Bradford Parsons, MD

Shoulder, Elbow 

Eric Small, MD

Pediatric Sports Medicine 

Mount Sinai Doctors- 

Yonkers Orthopedics

984 North Broadway, Suite 306

Yonkers, NY 10701

914-369-1700

Mount Sinai Doctors- 

Scarsdale

341 Central Park Avenue

Scarsdale, NY 10583

914-370-5000


