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Council President Collins-Bellamy Proposes 
Unified Plan To Battle Trump Attacks on Yonkers

   City Council Approved Budget by 6-1 Vote 

   Mayor Spano Appoints Former Councilwoman 
    Lorraine Lopez to Yonkers Board of Education 
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Yonkers Fire Department Blesses Six New Trucks 

Majeed Rayan Asante Wins Yonkers Spelling Bee
L-R-Spelling 

Bee winner Ma-
jeed Rayan As-
ante, 2nd place, 
Eduardo Rome-
ro Martinez, 3rd 
place Thomas 
Derek Callahan

We Have a 
W - I - N - N - E -
R! If you ask 
We s t c h e s t e r 
Hills School 
29 School 5th 
grader Majeed 
Rayan Asante 
to spell SUC-
CESS, don’t be 
surprised to hear 
the letters C-H-

A-P-E-R-O-N-E, which he pronounced in the correct order to win the 59th annual 
Citywide Fifth Grade Spelling Bee at Saunders Trades and Technical High School, 
Friday, May 16, 2025.

Second place honors went to Daniel Eduardo Romero Martinez, Dodson School, 
and third place went to Thomas Derek Callahan, PEARLS Hawthorne School. 
Congratulations to them, their teachers, and their supportive families!

Sponsored by the Exchange Club of Yonkers in association with Yonkers Public 
Schools, the Fifth Grade Spelling Bee has been a tradition for nearly six decades. It 
involves thousands of children in classroom and school-wide elimination contests 
as they progress to the Citywide Finals. This year, 68 public and parochial school 
students earned the right to compete for honors. A special thanks to our partners, 
the Exchange Club of Yonkers and a big shoutout to teachers, administrators and 
families for supporting all participants

 Following weeks of budget hearings, the City of Yonkers 2025-2026 Budget 
was adopted with a 6-1 vote by the Yonkers City Council. The Adopted Budget 
invests in quality of life services, public safety, contains no cuts to municipal 
services or active workforce, and maintains historic funding to Yonkers Public 
Schools.

The 2026 Adopted Budget increases funding to the Yonkers Public Schools, 
bringing the total transfer to education to $298.3 million. The Adopted Budget 
stays within the state-mandated tax cap, with an adopted tax increase of 2.85%.

Mayor Spano stated, “This budget is sound and responsible. Given the current 
global economic climate, I would like to thank the cooperative efforts of our City 
Council as we make informed investments in the quality services we provide to 
our residents. Making the vital investments in education will allow us to keep 
moving Yonkers forward in the right direction.” 

For FY26, the Adopted Budget recommits to education in Yonkers Public 
Schools, as it includes additional funding provided by a change in the Regional 
Cost Index (RCI) passed by the New York State Legislature, which affects fund-
ing formula calculations for FY26 and beyond.

“Special thanks to our State delegation for recognizing the needs of our stu-
dents and helping Yonkers Public Schools avoid potential cuts in jobs and ser-
vices, and continue the progress we’ve made in the District,” commented Mayor 
Spano.

League of Women Voters to Host Two CouncilLeague of Women Voters to Host Two Council
President’s Debates Next Week flyers on pg 8-President’s Debates Next Week flyers on pg 8-

City Council President Lakisha Collins-Bellamy is proposing a co-
ordinated effort by governmental, educational, and not-for-prof-
it agencies throughout Yonkers to respond to the Trump Adminis-
tration’s efforts to gut essential services that are critical to the City. 
     “We may not be able to stop what the Trump Administration is doing, but we can 
coordinate our response and use what resources we have to limit the damage as 
much as possible,” said Collins-Bellamy, adding, “City Government, the schools, 
the social service agencies, and others need establish a coordinated mechanism 
to push back against cuts and to best manage the resources that are still left to us.” 
    Collins-Bellamy notes that Trump’s proposed budget would cut off Sec-
tion 8 rental assistance after two years, cuts the school meal programs that 
feed all Yonkers students, and would eliminate more than $5 million in 
Community Development Block Grant funds that many dozens of Yon-
kers agencies rely on to provide food, education, housing assistance, and 
crime reduction. Trump is also trying to eliminate the HOME program that 
has provided more than $1 million a year to assist the construction of afford-
able housing in Yonkers. Senior Citizen nutrition programs and funding for 
food banks have already been cut, despite being authorized by Congress. 
  “Almost every Yonkers resident is going to be negatively affected, or know 
someone who is negatively affected, by these cuts,” said Collins-Bellamy. 
“Even some of those who voted for Trump are concerned that the effects go 

 

“Almost every Yonkers resi-
dent is going to be negatively af-
fected, or know someone who is 
negatively affected by these cuts. 
Even some of those who voted 
for Trump are concerned.”

City Council President
Lakisha Collins-Bellamy
left 

Photo by Maurice Mercado 

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano joined Yonkers Fire Commissioner William 
Fitzpatrick and members of the Yonkers Fire Department to bless six new 
pumper trucks now available for full operation. The arrival of the new pumper 
trucks is the single largest delivery since 2005.

“Our primary mission and priority is the safety of our firefighters,” said 
Mayor Spano. “We want to ensure we have the right equipment for firefighters 
who go out there and put their lives on the line for us. This is an investment in 
life-saving.”

Under Mayor Spano’s Administration, the City of Yonkers has secured 29 
new ladder trucks, pumpers, and battalions.  

Yonkers Fire Commissioner William Fitzpatrick said, “These six new pump-
ers are a big step in upgrading our fleet - there is a national shortage of fire 
apparatus and extended delivery times - our team lead by Chief Mahoskey was 
able to put this altogether in six months which is unparalleled in the fire service  
- great job by all involved.” 

The six new pumper trucks were manufactured by US Fire Apparatus in 
Louisiana. These units will be responsible for fire suppression and first re-
sponse to any medical emergencies. Before full-service operation, the trucks 
were extensively tested on all firefighting components, including radio pro-
gramming and road testing around Yonkers’ hilly terrain.L-R: Superintendent of Schools Aníbal Soler; Yonkers Board of Educa-

tion President Dr. Rosalba Corrado Del Vecchio; Yonkers Board of Educa-
tion Trustee Lorraine Lopez, Yonkers Board of Education Vice President Gail 
Burns; Yonkers City Council Majority Leader John Rubbo; Yonkers City 
Councilmember Tasha Diaz. Photo by Joe Pannella. 

See story on pg 12
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     Senator Mayer Honors Judy Troilo As 
2025 New York State Senate Woman of Distinction

L-R-Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Judy Triolo, Senator Shelley 
Mayer

Senator Shelley Mayer is pleased to announce Judy Troilo (she/her) as as her 
nominee for the 2025 Woman of Distinction award. Troilo is recognized for her 
leadership in Westchester County and dedication and service to the LGBTQ+ 
community throughout Senate District 37 and Westchester County. Troilo was 
honored as a Woman of Distinction alongside 62 other women from across New 
York State during a ceremony in Albany. 

Troilo served as the Chief Executive Officer of the LOFT, the largest LGBTQ+ 
based community center and service provider for Westchester County, for over 
eleven years. Under her leadership, the LOFT significantly expanded free pro-
grams and services, organized pride events that attracted thousands of attendees, 
and led the LOFT to be recognized at the local, state, and federal levels for its 
achievements in community building, public health, the arts, and activism. 

The Senate Women of Distinction program was created in 1998 to honor wom-
en across New York State for their achievements and accomplishments. The hon-
orees are women who have made enriching contributions to both their local com-
munities and the state.

Senator Shelley B. Mayer said, “I am honored to name Judy as a NYS Senate 
Woman of Distinction. During the eleven years she led The LOFT – and in her ac-
tivism prior – Judy has led fiercely for the good of the community and to improve 
the lives of so many. I am proud to have people like Judy in our community and 
am honored that she is my nominee for the 2025 New York State Senate’s Woman 
of Distinction. Thank you Judy, for all you have done and continue to do for our 
community.”

Judy Troilo said, “It’s an incredible honor to receive the Woman of Distinction 
award for my work with the LGBTQ+ community, especially from Senator Shel-
ley Mayer, whose leadership and dedication inspire me every day.”

Troilo began her time at The LOFT as Chief Executive Officer in November 
2014. During her tenure, she increased the organization’s operating budget by 
over 400%, allowing the LOFT to increase staff and provide over 50 free pro-
grams, services, and events – serving thousands of LGBTQ+ community mem-
bers in Westchester County each year. 

Under her leadership, The LOFT hosted Westchester Pride, a celebration that 
welcomes over 7,000 visitors annually, as well as the Hudson Valley TransForum, 
the largest annual conference for Transgender, Gender Nonconforming, and Non-
Binary Communities in the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Recently, Troilo spearheaded – and still leads –  the development of The LOFT’s 
new facility, which will include 40 units of affordable housing, senior, LGBTQ+ 
affirming housing, directly above the new center complete with an LGBTQ+ af-
firming medical center.

Additionally, Troilo served on Westchester County District Attorney’s Hate 
Crimes Task Force, the advisory committee for Equality New York, The Women’s 
Advisory Board of Westchester County, and is a Board Member for Non-Profit 
Westchester. 

Troilo is a graduate of the School of Visual Arts (BFA) in New York City. She 
is also an artist, filmmaker, musician, and activist.

____________________________________________________________

   WMCHealth, Westchester County, and Stew 
Leonard III Water Safety Foundation Unite to 
         Combat Childhood Drownings

At a waterfront press conference held May 20 at Glen Island Park, leaders from 
the Westchester Medical Center Health Network (WMCHealth), Westchester 
County, and the Stew Leonard III Water Safety Foundation joined forces to issue 
an urgent call to action: preventable drownings are on the rise — and communities 
must act now to stop them.

The event brought together David Lubarsky, MD, MBA, President and CEO 
of WMCHealth; Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins; and Kim and Stew 
Leonard, Jr. from the Foundation and Stewie the Duck Swim School. Together, 
they spotlighted a sharp increase in pediatric drownings across the region, un-
derscoring the importance of water safety education, early swim instruction, and 
vigilant supervision during the summer season.

In 2024, the Network’s advanced care pediatric center and Level I pediatric 
trauma center, Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital, treated 23 pediatric drowning 
cases, more than triple the historical average of 7–8 per year — a trend described 
by speakers as “deeply alarming.”

“We’re here today because something deeply alarming is happening in our com-
munities,” said Dr. Lubarsky. “Last year, we saw 23 pediatric drowning emergen-
cies across our trauma and emergency departments. That’s not a statistic — that’s 
23 families forever changed. And that’s why we’re here: to stop this trend before 
it takes another life.”

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins said: “As we look forward to a fun 
and festive Memorial Day Weekend, we know that many of you will be headed to 
one of our beautiful County beaches or gathering with family and friends around a 
pool at home. We want to remind everyone – parents, grandparents and caretakers 
– that the most important thing to remember this summer is the safety of your chil-
dren. We all know too well that accidental drownings can happen within seconds, 
and sometimes those seconds can mean the difference between life and death. 
Westchester County is proud to stand with WMCHealth and the Stew Leonard 
III Water Safety Foundation for this important initiative, to reduce the number of 
pediatric drowning incidents and prevent tragedies from occurring this summer.”

At the event, Kim and Stew Leonard, Jr., announced a $400,000 funding initia-
tive in partnership with Step into Swim to offer free or low-cost swim lessons for 
underserved children at greater risk of drowning. These lessons will be provided 
through certified programs that meet American Red Cross safety standards. Swim 
lesson providers seeking funding should apply at StepIntoSwim.org.

“Until swimming lessons are part of every child’s school curriculum, it’s up to 
caregivers to make water safety a priority,” said Kim and Stew Leonard Jr., co-
founders of the Foundation. “It starts with supervision, education, and teaching 
children to swim.”

Glen Island Park provided a fitting backdrop for the announcement — a place that 
embodies both the joys of summer and the need for heightened vigilance near water. 
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 On This Day in Yonkers History... Today’s Students Tomorrow’s Teachers Celebrates 
  30 Years of Empowering Future Educators

Distinguished guests including prominent educators, business and community 
leaders, school district and college partners, local, county, state and federal offi-
cials and supporters recently gathered for Today’s Students Tomorrow’s Teachers 
(TSTT) 30th Anniversary Celebrating the Legacy Recognition and Awards Cer-
emony Brunch.

TSTT celebrated its 30-year legacy and the significant impact it has made on 
public education and the promise it holds in continuing to strengthen the ranks of 
public-school teachers, arguably the key to the nation’s workforce and competi-
tiveness on the world stage.

The acclaimed nonprofit has successfully recruited, mentored and trained cultur-
ally diverse and economically challenged high school students to pursue teaching 
professions and placed them as effective and committed teachers. In so doing, the 
teachers have strengthened schools and communities and are serving as role mod-
els for future teachers.

Among the notable guests who participated in the celebration, held at the Sleepy 
Hollow Hotel and Conference Center in Tarrytown, were New York State Majority 
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins; New York State Senator Shelley B. Mayer, Chair 
of the state Committee on Education; Westchester County Executive Kenneth W. 
Jenkins and Congressman James E. Clyburn of South Carolina, who has served as 
TSTT’s Honorary Chair for the past 11 years. Award-winning News 12 journalist 
Lisa LaRocca served as Mistress of Ceremonies.

TSTT’s innovative and viable mentoring mode-- which has been lauded by the 
U.S. Department and Education, American Federation of Teachers and United 
Federation of Teachers, among others-- has helped close the critical teacher diver-
sity gap in the nation’s public schools. It is a mission that was begun by Dr. Bettye 
Perkins in 1995 when she founded TSTT for which she has served as President 
and CEO. 

The nation’s public education is facing an unprecedented crisis. From teacher 
shortages and a decline in student enrollment in colleges and universities, especial-
ly in schools of education, to reduced funding and a decrease in student academic 
achievement, the news has not been encouraging.

 “TSTT’s impressive legacy of achievement and highly adaptable mentoring 
model in school districts, large and small, is a beacon of hope for the future of 
public education during this very challenging and uncertain period,” Dr. Perkins 
said, adding “At a time when the student achievement gap has widened for a vari-
ety of reasons including the pandemic, TSTT is very proud that our students have 
consistently outperformed their peers.” 

Dr. Perkins noted that the TSTT high school graduation rate is 95%; college ad-
mission rate is 96% and the college graduation rate is 70%. In addition, TSTT has 
a five-year teacher retention rate of 90%, compared to 50% nationally.

TSTT’s legacy began with a cohort of 7 students, a pipeline that has recruited, 
mentored and trained nearly 1,700 middle, high school and college students and 
over 400 teachers and leaders who are helping to shape the lives of students in 
classrooms across the country.

Underscoring the enduring power of TSTT’s mentoring model, the next genera-
tion of aspiring teachers—a group of mentored 60 college-ground high school 

Evelise Mercado & Natalie Joseph, 2nd & 3rd left, were TSTT teachers to 
be honored as TSTT Perkins Scholars for reaching their 10-year milestone as 
teachers. other prominent TSTT educators (l-r) Dr. LaTanya Lawrence; Dr. Me-
lissa White; TSTT founder/President/CEO Dr. Bettye Perkins and Dr. Merica 
Neuville.

Monday, June 2nd 
June 2, 1941:  Yonkers Police Chief William Kruppenbacher announced 

900 Habirshaw Cable & Wire Corporation employees needed to be finger-
printed in one week!  Following directions from the FBI, prints would be 
taken at Habirshaw, then filed with the Bureau’s Washington Headquarters.  
Three detectives, John Baldwin, Thomas Cunningham and John Heenan 
were tasked with taking prints. 

June 2, 1941:  Yonkers Police Chief Kruppenbacher announced no sabo-
tage happened in Yonkers over Memorial Day! 

Yonkers had joined the nationwide effort to prevent sabotage during Me-
morial Day celebrations.  Kruppenbacher would not discuss plans publicly, 
but Yonkers knew foot patrols, radio car officers and detectives were di-
rected to pay particular attention to reservoirs, water bureau facilities, public 
utilities, Defense Contract factories and the Yonkers waterfront.   

Tuesday, June 3rd 
June 3, 1942: Genung’s Department Store ran an ad promoting patriotism. 

The ad advocated using even small change from sales to buy War Stamps, 
reminding Yonkers, “EVERY 25c STAMP YOU BUY PUTS 12 FIGHTING 
BULLETS IN A SOLDIER’S GUN.”

continued on  pg 12-

By Mary Hoar, City 
of Yonkers Historian, 
President Emeritus Yon-
kers Historical Society, 
recipient of the 2004 
Key to History, Yonkers 
Landmarks Preservation 
Board Member, Revo-
lutionary Yonkers 250 
Chair and President Un-
termyer Performing Arts 
Council

Revolutionary War
General Charles Lee
Second in Command 
to General Washington
spent time in Yonkers 
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		  Advice for LGBTQ+ Teens: 
		     Stay True, Stay Strong

 2025 ALICE REPORT: As Costs Increase, the 
    Number of People Struggling Hits Record

New research zeroes in on households living paycheck to paycheck, yet often 
with income that’s too high for assistance

In 2023, the number of households that are struggling to make ends meet reached 
a record number, according to new data from United Way of Westchester and Put-
nam and its research partner United For ALICE. The State of ALICE in Westches-
ter reveals that traditional measures of poverty have severely undercounted the 
number of households countywide that are living in financial hardship.

While 10% of all households in the county lived in poverty in 2023, the new 
research shows that 28% –nearly three times as many – were ALICE® (Asset Lim-
ited, Income Constrained, Employed). Combined, 38% of Westchester’s house-
holds, totaling 144,612, fell below the ALICE Threshold of Financial Survival in 
2023, up from 2% or 10,581 households in 2022. It is the largest number of house-
holds falling below the ALICE Threshold since the study began in 2010.

ALICE households bring in less than the basic costs of housing, childcare, food, 
transportation, health care and technology, plus taxes. Yet because their income is 
above the Federal Poverty Level, they often don’t qualify for assistance.

“Entire families and essential workers can’t make ends meet and are being over-
looked for support. When we underestimate how many households are struggling, 
we underestimate what it truly takes to build thriving communities,” said Tom 
Gabriel, President and CEO of the United Way of Westchester and Putnam. “This 
means too many are left without the resources they need to stay healthy, achieve 
financial stability and reach their fullest potential. That’s a loss not just for ALICE 
families, but for all of us. We cannot continue to ignore this problem when West-
chester residents are struggling in an economy that simply isn’t working for them.”

The crux of the struggle for ALICE families is the gap between wages and ex-
penses. In 2023, a family of four with children in childcare in Westchester needed 
$131,316 just to cover the essentials – more than four times the Federal Poverty 
Level of $30,000. Yet even with both parents working full time in two of the state’s 
most common jobs – a personal care aide and a stock worker/order filler – this fam-
ily’s combined income still fell short of the cost of basics by $57,436.

Additionally, some groups face financial hardship at disproportionate rates, with 
75% of the youngest and 47% of the oldest households in Westchester falling be-
low the ALICE Threshold, compared with 38% of households headed by someone 
age 25-44. Similarly, Black and Hispanic households are 53% and 52% likely to be 
below the ALICE Threshold as compared to 30% of white households.

The statistics from Westchester County align with the state findings. The State of 
ALICE in New York State also reveals that in 2023:

New York State ranked 3rd in financial hardship among all 50 states plus the 
District of Columbia, with one of the nation’s highest percentages of households 
struggling to make ends meet.Louisiana and Mississippi were the only two states 
with a greater rate of financial hardship at 50% and 49% respectively.

Housing continues to be an obstacle for struggling families. Among households 
below the ALICE Threshold in New York, 70 % of households that rented and 61% 
of those that owned were rent and housing burdened – meaning they paid 30% or 
more of their income on rent and housing costs.

“ALICE families are especially vulnerable during natural disasters and times 
of economic uncertainty and yet often feel unseen or left behind,” said Stephanie 
Hoopes, Ph.D., National Director at United For ALICE. “By providing a name and 
a way to quantify these households, we’re equipping communities with the data to 
build solutions that offer better choices and real pathways to stability.”

A copy of the latest The State of ALICE in Westchester is available on the United 
Way of Westchester and Putnam website at www.uwwp.org/alice.UWWP is lo-
cated at 336 Central Park Ave., White Plains, NY 10606. Phone: 914-997-6700 
Website: www.uwwp.org.For more information, on United for ALICE visit: Unit-
edForALICE.org.

____________________________________________________________

By: Dennis Richmond, Jr.

Being a teenager is hard. Being a teen in the LGBTQ+ Community can feel even 
harder. Whether you’re out, questioning, DL, trade, or navigating the everyday 
challenges of identity, four LGBTQ+ folx want you to know—you’re not alone. 
From New York to Canada, these voices are living proof that youth can grow into 
powerful, passionate, thriving individuals.

“The internet isn’t everything.”
Harlow Sory, 21, is a writer and artist living in Colorado Springs, Colorado. A 

trans woman with a BA from Sarah Lawrence College, Harlow encourages teens 
to look beyond online debates and discourse.

“There are so many beautiful connections to be made in real life,” she says. 
“Don’t worry if someone doesn’t know all the ‘right’ words. That doesn’t make 
them bad.”

What matters to her is safety, access to healthcare, and a future where trans 
people can live freely. “Let’s fight for liberation—not just for visibility,” she urges. 
“You are more than a label. You deserve a life filled with purpose and power.”

“Take your time. Find your tribe.”
Devine Bey, aka The Goddess Eve (also known online as Oso Divine), is 23 and 

based in the Bronx. Her message is clear and tender: slow down.
“Surround yourself with people who want better for you and for themselves,” 

she says. “Stay informed, stay aware, and never forget—you are loved. There is a 
place in this world that was made just for you.”

Devine, a trans woman, wants the youth to know they are sacred, special, and 
worthy of community.

Balance care with action.”
Annalise Wall, 22, is a bisexual writer currently living in Nova Scotia. Like 

Harlow, she studied at Sarah Lawrence and is now pursuing a degree in library and 
archival science.

Her advice? “Balancing your own care with community action is key. That 
means learning more about yourself and your biases, even when it’s hard.”

She reminds teens that activism doesn’t have to mean burnout. “Don’t fall into 
the trap of infighting,” she says. “It’s okay to be tired. But stay engaged. Stay an-
gry. Your presence matters—right now, and always.”

“Never stop being who you are.”
Selena Martinez, a truck driver and future nurse from Staten Island, has a mes-

sage that is unforgettable.
“Whether it’s your parents or strangers—don’t let anyone stop you from being 

yourself,” she says. “You are important. Never give up.”
To LGBTQ+ youth everywhere: your existence is a revolution. These four voic-

es—bold, brave, and beautifully different—want you to know that your journey is 
only beginning. And even when it gets hard, you’re never walking it alone.

Happy Pride Month.
Dennis Richmond, Jr. (@NewYorkStakz) is a journalist, historian, and edu-

cator from Yonkers, NY. He writes to uplift unheard voices, honor history, and 
inspire change.

_______________________________________________________________

Clockwise: top left-
Devine Bey, Annalise 
Wall, Selena Martinez, 
Harlow Sory
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     The $8 Million Blow: How Terminations of 
    Federal Arts Grants Will Harm Westchester

Like thousands of organizations across the U.S. that provide access to the arts 
and opportunities to advance creative free expression, ArtsWestchester recently 
received termination notices for several federal grants.

Over these last few weeks, the Trump Administration terminated some 
$2,000,000 in federal grants to the Westchester County arts and cultural com-
munity. When we include the match requirements of these grants and outstanding 
project proposals to these agencies, the total impact of these cuts is in the magni-
tude of $8 million.

These grant terminations are devastating and disruptive.
The defunded projects include initiatives to document, preserve, and increase 

access to America’s cultural heritage and history, curriculum development and 
teacher training, and cultural workforce programs. Federal dollars support our 
cultural institutions, but they also go directly into the hands of independent artists 
and small businesses.

Westchester’s non-profit arts sector contributes $183 million to our local econ-
omy annually and supports 2,250 cultural jobs. A cut to the arts is a blow to our 
local economic landscape.

We are especially concerned that the current federal FY2026 spending proposal 
calls for the elimination of the NEA, IMLS, and the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. These agencies represent 13% of all public monies allocated to West-
chester arts and cultural organizations.

As news of the funding cuts spreads, many might wonder how they can help 
keep the arts alive in their communities. At this critical moment, tell your elected 
officials the arts matter and to save the NEA; buy a ticket to an arts event and take 
part in the arts; or donate to your favorite arts group to help fill the gap left by 
federal grant cuts.

Public funding of the arts is essential because the arts are how we express our 
culture, our hopes and aspirations, and our identity as individuals and as com-
munities. The arts fundamentally help us advance towards the goal of achieving 
a “more perfect union.”

To silence artists is to silence us all.
Kathleen Reckling, CEO, ArtsWestchester
Visit 
_____________________________________________________________

ICE Make Arrests & Apprehensions in 
New Rochelle, Sleepy Hollow and Ossining

Dominican Illegal wanted for Homicide Arrested, Deported

By Dan Murphy

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, (ICE), has taken action in at 
least three westchester communities in its continued effort to arrest and deport, 
illegal residents with a criminal record.

On May 19, New York City arrested Marlon Josuel Cruz Fernandez, an il-
legal alien from the Dominican Republic wanted in his home country for ho-
micide.

ICE officers and special agents assigned to ICE’s Newburgh office, along 
with special agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigations, the Drug En-
forcement Administration and Homeland Security Investigations arrested Cruz 
without incident in New Rochelle pursuant to a warrant of arrest.

“This foreign fugitive mistakenly thought he could exploit our immigration 
laws to evade arrest in his home country,” said ICE Enforcement and Removal 

                    continued on pg 14- 	

      Nursing Home Deaths During COVID 
            Still Haunting Andrew Cuomo

protestors outside of a NYC Mayoral Forum that included Andrew Cuomo

By Dan Murphy 

Despite leading the democratic field in polls for NYC Mayor, former Governor 
Andrew Cuomo continues to be called out for his decisions he made in nurs-
ing homes during COVID by family members of some of the 15,000 seniors 
lost when New York, under Cuomo’s leadership transferred COVID seniors into 
state nursing homes. 

Three New Yorkers who lost loved ones in nursing homes during COVID, 
wrote the following letter to President Trump which outlines their complaints 
against Cuomo. 

“Dear Mr. President,
As always, we, the NYC nursing home families, want to extend our deepest 

gratitude for having deployed the Navy hospital ship USNS Comfort and the 
federal alternate care facility at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center for CO-
VID patients back in 2020. Unfortunately, our governor at the time,

continued on pg 10-
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Notice of formation of Schmoose Pack Projects LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/20/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Bruce Wong 10 Station Square Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of OnPoint Home Designs LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 8/28/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 14 Crosby Court, Cortlandt Manor NY 10567. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

_____________________________________________________________

Name of formation of THEOAK LLC. Date of filing Articles of Organization 
with the Secretary of State (SSNY) 6/14/24. The LLC is located in Westchester 
County. The SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The post office address to which the SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against it served is to the principal business location at c/o 
669 Main Street, Unit 605, New Rochelle NY 10801. Purpose:  any lawful act or 
activity.

Notice of formation of 1M Consulting LLC filed with the SSNY on 11/05/2024 
with the existence date as 01/01/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whole processes against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of processes to the LLC, 3 Ward Street, Hastings-on-
Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of LIQUID ASSET SERVICES LLC. Application for 
Authority Filed with the SSNY on 12/05/2024. Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to THE LLC, 46 LINCOLN 
AVENUE, PORT CHESTER, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of formation of IT TAKES ALL KINDS PICTURES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/21/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY. shall mail copy of process to the LLC, Republic Registered Agent Ser-
vices Inc. 54 State Street Suite 804 Albany, NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful 

Notice of Formation of SteenShotz LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 03/12/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC, 343 South 3rd Avenue, Mt. Venron NY 
10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

__________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Super Smart Future LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 04/20/2023. Office Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Super Smart Future 
LLC, 58 Valley Rd, Katonah, NY 10536. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of BLUEPRINTS AND BEYOND LLC. Arts of Org. filed 
with Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on February 4th, 2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC: 70 Ashburton Avenue, Apt. 7H, Yonkers, New York, 10701. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of FUSE WORKS LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 04/11/2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County, NY. SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
54 Brosnan Pl, Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Whispering Hearth, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 03/12/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. The address to which the Secretary of State shall mail a 
copy of any process against the LLC is:3 Orlando Ave, Ardsley, NY 10502. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

__________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Bridgeway Physical Therapy, PLLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 12/05/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the PLLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the PLLC, 50 Clinton Place PH5, New 
Rochelle, NY 10801 . Purpose: Provide Physical Therapy Care 

                              Read it all Online             Read it all Online 
        at Yonkerstimes.com        at Yonkerstimes.com

Public Notice Notice of Public Hearing
Town of Eastchester Architectural Review Board

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Architectural Review Board of the 
Town if Eastchester will hold a public hearing on Thursday , June 5th , 2025 at 
7 PM at the Town of Eastchester, 40 Mill Road, Eastchester, NY in the Court 
room auditorium on the site plan application for 11 Maple Ave, Section 44 , 
block 10, lot 7 for a review of the architectural features of the proposed altera-
tion of the 2 family to a 3 family. The public is invited to attend the hearing and 
voice their opinion on the application, a copy of the notice has been mailed to 
the owners within 200 foot radius of the property.

_____________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Natalie Stopka Studio, LLC. Art. of Org. filed with 
SSNY 05/15/2025. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served and SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the LLC at 160 Shonnard Terrace, Yonkers, NY 
10701. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Great Livinggs , LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed with the 
NY department of state on 03/25/2025 Office Location: Bronx.  UNITED 
STATES CORPORATION AGENTS, INC.7014 13TH AVENUE , SUITE 202 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11228, USA, designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process to 228 
PARK AVE S #948027 NEW YORK, NY 10003. Purpose : Any lawful activity.

____________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of ARTEYA  LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
05/19/2025. Office Location: Westchester. ZENBUSINESSINC, 41 State 

Street, Suite 112, Albany, NY 12207, designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process 
to ZENBUSINESSINC. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

____________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF SALE

SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, WILMINGTON SAV-
INGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF THE RESIDEN-
TIAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES TRUST VIII-A, Plaintiff, vs. PUBLIC AD-
MINISTRATOR OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF BETTIE A. LAMBDON, ET AL., Defendant(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly entered on April 18, 
2025, I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction at the Westchester 
County Courthouse, Lobby, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, White 
Plains, NY 10601 on June 23, 2025 at 9:30 a.m., premises known as 500 High 
Point Drive a/k/a 500 Highpoint Drive, Unit 5506, Hartsdale, NY 10530. All 
that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the Town of Greenburgh, County of 
Westchester and State of New York, Section 8.80, Block 50-1 and Lot 0.5506 
together with an undivided 0.403 percent interest in the Common Elements. Ap-
proximate amount of judgment is $205,373.34 plus interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to provisions of filed Judgment Index #59828/2022. 

Julie C. Curley, Esq., Referee

Friedman Vartolo LLP, 85 Broad Street, Suite 501, New York, New York 
10004, Attorneys for Plaintiff. Firm File No.: 230321-1.

_____________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Offlo LLC.   Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
05/23/2025. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 1112 Wilmot Rd, STE 91H, Scarsdale NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

___________________________________________________________

Social Security Delivers the Most Popular 
     Baby Names in New York for 2024
See the list at www.ssa.gov/oact/babynames/

The Social Security Administration today announced the most popular 
baby names in New York for 2024.  Liam and Mia topped the list. 

The top five boys’ and girls’ names for 2024 in New York were:

            Boys:                                       Girls:

            1)         Liam                            1)         Mia

            2)         Noah                           2)         Emma

            3)         Lucas                           3)         Sophia

            4)         Ethan                           4)         Olivia

            5)         Joseph                         5)         Isabella

The agency announced last week that Olivia and Liam were the most pop-
ular baby names in the U.S. How does New York compare to the rest of 
the country? Check out Social Security’s website, www.ssa.gov/oact/baby-
names/, to see the top national baby names for 2024 and see where your name 
ranks now and over the past 100 years.

Social Security began compiling the baby names list in 1997, with names 
dating back to 1880. Each year, the list reveals the effect of pop-culture on 
naming trends. In addition to each state’s top baby names (and names for 
U.S. territories), Social Security’s website has a list of the 1,000 most popular 
boys’ and girls’ names for 2024 and the fastest rising girls’ and boys’ names. 

Most parents apply for their child’s Social Security number (SSN) at birth, 
during their hospital stay. Social Security Commissioner Frank Bisignano 
encourages families to take this vital step in ensuring valuable protection for 
any benefits their children may be eligible for in the future.

An SSN is needed to claim a child as a dependent for income tax purposes 
or to open a bank account in the child’s name and buy savings bonds. More 
information on getting a child’s Social Security number and card is provided 
in Social Security Numbers for Children.

Social Security encourages everyone to enjoy the baby names list and, 
while online, see what else you can do at www.ssa.gov.

___________________________________________________________
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		   3 Months-$299.00		   3 Months-$299.00
		
	         6 Months--$499.00 	         6 Months--$499.00 
		  12 Months -$899.00 		  12 Months -$899.00 

  email risingmediagroup@gmail.com   email risingmediagroup@gmail.com 
________________________________________________________________________

				    Child Water Safety, continued from pg 2-

Key prevention strategies shared during the press conference included:
Enrolling children in certified swim programs
Using barriers like pool fences and covers
Designating undistracted adult “Water Watchers”
Educating children early using tools like the Stewie the Duck Learns to 

Swim book and app
The Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital and emergency teams across WM-

CHealth are committed to both treatment and prevention, reinforcing their 
leadership in pediatric safety and public health education.

To learn more or to register for swim lessons, parents can contact:
info@stewietheduck.org
For more information about Stewie the Duck’s educational programs and 

resources, visit: www.stewietheduck.org. Follow @StewieTheDuck on Face-
book, Twitter, and Instagram.

____________________________________________________________

              Albanian Heritage Day Returns 
                  to Kensico Plaza June 1

Albanian Heritage Day will take place on Sunday, June 1, from 12 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla.

This festival will feature Albanian cuisine, beverages, dancing and a variety 
of sports. The event will also include live performances by Ermina Bushi, Indrit 
Mlita, the folkdance group Rozafati and children from the Mother Tereza Center. 
DJ Geni will play lively traditional music from all regions of Albania.

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins said: “Immersing yourself in 
Westchester’s rich cultural diversity cultivates broader perspectives and a deeper 
appreciation for the varied lifestyles and viewpoints of its residents. Cultural fes-
tivals serve as powerful conduits for empathy and compassion, illuminating the 
universal human experiences that transcend cultural boundaries.”

Commissioner of the Westchester County Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation Kathy O’Connor said: “Experiencing other backgrounds ex-
pands our perspectives of the varied ways our County’s populations live and 
think. Kensico Dam Plaza is a beautiful venue for all the wonderful perspectives 
this event offers.”

Please be advised that the Bronx River Parkway will be closed for Bicycle 
Sundays between Scarsdale Road in Yonkers and the Westchester County Center 
in White Plains in June and July from 8 a.m. to noon. Kensico Dam Plaza can be 
accessed via Route 22, from the north or south.

The festival will be held rain or shine. Seating is informal; bring blankets or 
folding chairs for sitting on the lawn. Coolers aren’t allowed. Admission and 
parking are free.*

The other 2025 heritage festivals are:
African-American, Sunday, June 22, noon to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Val-

halla
Hispanic, Sunday, July 13, noon to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
Irish-American, Sunday, July 13, noon to 6 p.m., Ridge Road Park, Hartsdale
*Admission: $5 adults; free ages 14 and under
Italian, Sunday, July 20, noon to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
Arab, Sunday, July 20, noon to 6 p.m., Ridge Road Park, Hartsdale
India, Sunday, Aug. 3, noon to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
Jewish, Sunday, Aug. 17, noon to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
Muslim, Sunday, Aug. 24, noon to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla

Kensico Dam Plaza is at the north end of the Bronx River Parkway, in Valhalla.
Ridge Road Park is at 287 Ridge Road, Hartsdale.
Albanian Heritage Day is sponsored by Westchester County Parks and Our 

Lady of Shkodra Church in Hartsdale.
For more information, call (914) 231-4500.
______________________________________________________________

						                TSTT, continued from pg 3-
students and college students—were recognized. 
Deeandre Greaves, who graduated from Kingston High School in 2022 and at-

tended Columbia-Greene Community College for two years, received the Annual 
TSTT Lois Bronz Scholarship Fund Award.  He was the sixth consecutive deserving 
male student to receive the scholarship that will enable him to continue the journey 
to become a teacher.  Currently, he is a Mathematics Education major at Mercy Uni-
versity and plans to earn a certification in Special Education.

The award was established in 2018 to commemorate Bronz’s distinguished career 
as an educator, math teacher at every level from K-12 to college and in civic activism 
and politics including becoming the first African- American Woman elected to the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators.

TSTT also announced the establishment of the new Helen Williams Scholarship 
to help an outstanding student succeed at college. The late Helen Williams, a former 
educator for 40 years at Ossining High School, and mother of actress Vanessa Wil-
liams, was a long-time supporter of TSTT who helped prepare TSTT college gradu-
ates to become teachers.

Veronica Green, who is graduating from Kingston High School, was named the 
first recipient of the Helen Williams Award. She joined TSTT as a 9th grader and 
will attend Dutchess Community College where she will pursue Music and Early 
Childhood Education studies.

In addition, the latest group of TSTT teachers who have reached their 10—year 
milestone was honored by receiving 2025 Golden Apples from Dr. Perkins. They 
included Natalie Joseph, a graduate of Ramapo High School and Manhattanville 
University, is a first-grade teacher at The School at Columbia University and Evelise 
Mercado, a graduate of Peekskill High School and Pace University, who is a second-
grade teacher at Virginia Road Elementary School in Valhalla, NY. Teacher mentors 
who reached 10 years were also honored and they included Collean Keaveney from 
Fallsburg Jr/Sr School and Brenda Rivera from Monticello. 

Dr. Catherine Flores, a special education teacher at Scarsdale High School, was 
honored as the recipient of 2025 TSTT Trailblazer Award, conferred on alumni who 
are Perkins Scholars and hold leadership positions in education and/or have earned 
doctorate degrees. Among past recipients are Emerly Martinez, Principal, White 
Plains High School; Dr. Melissa White, Principal, Mt. Vernon; Jeffrey Cole, Direc-
tor of Special Services, Mahopac; Dr. LeTanya Lawrence, District Supervisor of 
Specialized Instruction, Bridgeport, CT; Dr. Tomeka Wilcher, Assistant Professor, 
Hampton University; Dr. Merica Neuville, Principal, Carmel; Dr. Letitia Payne, As-
sistant Principal, Putnam Valley and Dr. Mariela Henry, Founder and CEO at EASE 
Services, New Hempstead. 

TSTT also saluted its collaborative partnership with 46 school districts, 23 col-
leges and universities as well as business partners and other supporters who have 
provided students with much needed financial assistance by way of scholarships. 

Another highlight of the program was the presentation of the 2025 Community Im-
pact Awards to the Greater Hudson Valley and the Westchester County Chapters of 
The Links Incorporated. Dr. Shuana Tucker-Sims, Chief Talent Officer for the Con-
necticut State Department of Education and National Vice-President of The Links, 
Incorporated presented the awards.

“The 30-year legacy is a defining moment for TSTT. Thanks to the inspired vi-
sion, commitment and generosity of TSTT’s extended community, we have emerged 
as a leader in empowering deserving high school students to pursue the noble pro-
fession of teaching who will continue to make a difference in the lives of thou-
sands of children and in the future workforce,” said Dr. Perkins, who founded TST 
T in 1994 and launched the organization in 1995 as an early teacher preparation pro-
gram. For more information visit: www.tstt.org. 

		  	 Letter to the Editor: 
In the wake of the Joe Biden debacle, corrective legislative actions and trans-

parency are required by Congress now to prevent future occurrences.
I write to respond to one of the lead articles in the May 23, 2025 issue of West-

chester Rising (“We’re Looking Forward Ain’t Good Enough”) with respect to 
recent revelations that former President Joe Biden’s staff covered up instances 
about lapses in the former President’s mental acuity during last year’s Presidential 
campaign.

Like most Americans, I pray for President Biden’s speedy recovery and contin-
ued years of service to the nation as a former President.

In my opinion, there is a “rush to judgement” about the former President’s ability 
to simultaneously run an effective campaign and handle the burdens of the Presi-
dency in 2022-2024. Clearly, we will have to wait for the former President to pres-
ent his side of the story so that historians will have a more balanced and complete 
picture of what occurred during his Administration.

Until that history is written, Congress needs to focus on taking corrective actions 
to assure the American people that the possibility of what happened does not occur 
again. I suggest the following:

· Mental competency tests should be mandated for many executive level-elected 
positions such as President, Governor, etc. Last year, former South Carolina Gov-
ernor/Ambassador Nikki Haley (whose candidacy I actively supported) made such 
a proposal for candidates aged 75 and older;

· The 25th Amendment (TFA) to the U.S. Constitution, which became law in the 
wake of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination, addressed issues of Presiden-
tial incapacity due to injury, illness or other reasons. But the Amendment does not 
address, in the opinion of many scholars, the issue of mental incapacity – given 
that mental incapacity involves a spectrum of cognitive and psychological condi-
tions. Congress needs to step up and seriously consider a modification to TFA to 
handle such situations;

· Congress needs to consider a legal requirement that the President’s physician 
be required to annually certify that POTUS is physically and cognitively fit to 
serve. Such a proposal has the support of Dr. Jonathan Reiner, a noted internist 
and cardiologist at George Washington University and who served as White House 
Medical Unit consultant for the last 4 administrations.

This is a priority matter that needs to be addressed, the sooner the better so that 
there is less of a chance of a repetition not only in the 2028 election cycle, but 
thereafter. Congress also needs to take its job seriously in this area as well.

Stephen R. Rolandi, Larchmont 
_______________________________________________________________
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                    continued on pg 15- 	

          WCT Presents Lisa Gutkin on Stage
              with Brian Glassman June 7

    Visit Untermyer Gardens This Summer 

With summer fast approaching, one of the best ways to enjoy the outdoors is 
by visting Untermyer Gardens in Northwest Yonkers, which has been restored 
by the Untermyer Gardens Conservancy, www.untermyergardens.org.

Despite record attendance year after year, in 2024??  Many of our readers 
have not experienced this special greenspace. 

Below is a list of events in June. Pay a visit, you will not be disappointed.
Sunday, June 1, 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. NEW! VIP President’s Tour. $50 plus 

Eventbrite fees. For details and to register go to https://VIPPresidentsTour2025.
eventbrite.com 

Thursday, June 5, 7:15-8:15 p.m. Sunset Tour. $20 plus Eventbrite fees. For 
details and to register go to https://sunsettour060525.eventbrite.com 

Saturday, June 7, 5:00-6:30 p.m. Rain Date Sunday, June 8. 2025 Minnie Un-
termyer Concert Series: Moslem Alipour and Roxana Sarrafi. $35 plus Event-
brite fees. For details and to register go to https://2025alipourandsarrafi.event-
brite.com 

Sunday, June 8, 8:30-10:00 a.m. Spring Bird Walk. $20 plus Eventbrite fees. 
For details and to register go to  https://birdwalk060825.eventbrite.com 

Sunday, June 8, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Untermyer Gardens History Tour Part 
1: Walled Garden to the Vista. $15. For details and to register go to https://His-
toryPart1-2025.eventbrite.com
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         Music Flows Through the Rivertowns: 
         10 Years of FREE RiverArts Music!

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-888-617-1224
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

A Help Button Should Go Where You Go!

1-888-457-6973

GET OUR SPECIAL OFFER NOW: 

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

PF-SPAD0505111658

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for speci�c details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the �rst year of service and cannot be combined with any 
other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at 
home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with 
purchase of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for speci�c details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 
retail price of Fall Detection service. After �rst year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. If able, 
users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be 
available in every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays 
or to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95*
/month

From

ottub-enoelpmiS• n
operation

ecivreselbadroffA•

ciovyaw-2defiilpmA• e
communication

S.Uotssecca7/42• .
based emergency
operators

noitcetednoitacolSPG•

ediwnoitaNelbaliavA•

MobileHelp Features:

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for speci�c details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the �rst year of service and cannot be combined with any 
other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at 

RiverArts® celebrates a decade of musical exploration in the Rivertowns 
on Saturday, June 14 (rain date: Sunday, June 15). The RiverArts Music Tour 
is the largest, family-friendly, free event for music lovers in lower Westches-
ter County. 2025 RiverArts Music Tour:  

Date: Saturday, June 14, 2025 (Rain date: Sunday, June 15th)  
Time: 11:00am – 9:00pm  
Locations: Venues across Hastings-on-Hudson, Dobbs Ferry, Irvington and 

Tarrytown  
For more details and to view the updated map & schedule, visit RiverAr-

tsMusicTour.com 
The 10th annual RiverArts Music Tour will feature over 300 musicians 

across 27 venues in 4 villages, with live music on the hour from 11am to 9pm 
in a celebration of music throughout the Rivertowns. 

The RiverArts Music Tour has become a cherished cornerstone of our com-
munity’s cultural landscape, weaving together the vibrant musical threads 
that define our unique region. For ten years, we have transformed ordinary 
spaces into vibrant stages, yards, storefronts, and of course the waterfront! 

New for 2025: Interactive Map 
This year, RiverArts debuts an interactive digital map, offering a real-time, 

mobile-friendly way to explore the Music Tour. With just a tap, visitors can 
locate performances, get directions, and plan their experience on the go. Say 
goodbye to static schedules—this dynamic tool brings the music to your fin-
gertips.  

Attendees are encouraged to visit RiverArtsMusicTour.com and follow us 
on social media for updates, artist profiles, and real-time schedule changes. 

Highlights & Venues 
This year’s Tour showcases over 85 performances transforming the River-

towns into a daylong musical celebration. Musicians will perform in parks, 
churches, storefronts, backyards, village centers, and along the scenic Hud-
son River. 

Featured performers:
Gary Smulyan: Jazz musician, six-time Grammy Award winner
Singers from The Metropolitan Opera Chorus 
The Dang-it Bobbys: country, jazz, and Americana pop blend
The Altogether: rich vocals and tight three-part harmonies
Notables venues:
Hastings: 20 Marble Terrace, just off the OCA trail by the new Quarry Park
Dobbs: Mercy University Pavilion, 
Irvington: Centrally located, Main Street School
Tarrytown: Jazz Forum, a premier Jazz club
The tour culminates with an evening concert from 6:00 to 9:00 PM at the 

Dobbs Ferry Waterfront, featuring live music, food trucks, beverage vendors, 
and the Phoenicia Flea Market during the day.

Visit RiverArtsMusicTour.com to learn more. 
___________________________________________________________

            Cross County Center Heats Up 
     the Summer with SUMMER FEST 2025

Westchester, get ready to turn up the volume — Summer Fest 2025 is taking 
over Cross County Center and it’s BIGGER, BOLDER, and more FUN than ever 
before! All summer long, Yonkers’ favorite outdoor destination transforms into a 
sizzling hub of music, movement, creativity, and community — and best of all? 
Most events are totally FREE!

From new salsa nights and live concerts to ninja-style obstacle courses, paint 
& sip parties, and dance fitness under the stars, Summer Fest 2025 is where un-
forgettable memories are made.  

“We’re beyond excited to bring even more energy and inclusive fun to Sum-
mer Fest 2025,” said Kayli Tarcy, Marketing  Manager for Cross County Center. 
“Whether you’re a music lover, an art enthusiast, a fitness fanatic, or just looking 
for a great night out with the family — this is your summer to shine!”  

All events are free (unless noted) and open to the public. With its outdoor set-
ting, free up-close parking and family-friendly amenities, Cross County Center 
is a one-stop for summer fun including shopping, dining, and entertainment.  

                    continued on pg 12- 	
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L-R-Luz Mota, Erika Rodriguez, Amanda Truffi, Jenn DiBenedetto

Yonkers Resident Announced Winner of Brain 
    Injury Association of NY Founder’s Award 

Nursing Homes Death During COVID in NY, continued from pg 1-

Andrew Cuomo, severely restricted New Yorkers from accessing their services.
With Mr. Cuomo running in New York City’s mayoral primary coming up on June 

24, 2025, New Yorkers deserve the truth about the tragic deaths of 15,000 loved ones 
in nursing homes. It is imperative for NYC voters to learn once and for all whether, 
as Mr. Cuomo dubiously claims, he was following the CDC and CMS guidelines set 
forth by your administration.

Over the past five years Mr. Cuomo has publicly stated that his deadly March 25, 
2020 nursing home directive, compelling nursing homes to accept 9000 COVID-
positive patients while prohibiting them from requiring a COVID-19 test, followed 
federal guidelines.

In reality, most governors took bold actions to shield their vulnerable elderly citi-
zens from contracting COVID in nursing homes. Mr. Cuomo, by contrast, freely 
admits to having been pressured by the state hospital lobby – by far his largest cam-
paign contributor – to force COVID-positive elderly patients out of hospital beds 
and back into nursing homes, turning such facilities into vectors for the spread of the 
dread disease with devastating consequences.

Here are four notable quotes from Mr. Cuomo where he blames the Trump admin-
istration’s guidance:

At a May 20, 2020 press conference, Governor Cuomo said (1:04:37): “Anyone 
who wants to ask, why did the state do that with COVID patients in nursing homes? 
It’s because the state followed President Trump’s CDC guidance. So they should ask 
President Trump. I think that will stop the conversation,” said Cuomo. He further 
stated (1:05:19): “Your first point, why did the state do that? Because the state fol-
lowed President Trump’s CDC guidance. Okay. That’s that answer.”

At a January 29, 2021 press conference, when confronted about the nursing home 
death report, Cuomo callously stated (47:45): “Who cares [where they died]?” “They 
died!” He further stated (46:14): “When I say the state Department of Health, as the 
report said, the state Department of Health followed federal guidance. So if you think 
there was a mistake, then go talk to the federal government.”

On February 17, 2021 Governor Cuomo announced, “I would sue the federal gov-
ernment for malpractice on their CDC and CMS guidance the same way I sued the 
federal government on SALT [deductions] and sued the federal government on their 
immigration policy and sued the federal government for their global Trusted Trav-
eler Program. I would sue the CDC and CMS for malpractice and we followed their 
advice, which was malpractice. That’s what I would do if I believed the March 25 
memo was wrong.”

On June 11, 2024, Governor Cuomo testified to the Congressional Select Subcom-
mittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic: “Investigators found that New York’s Depart-
ment of Health March 25 guidance was consistent with the prior guidelines issued by 
the federal CMS and CDC on March 4, 9, 13th and 23rd

For the past year, our COVID-orphan families have led a bi-partisan effort to get 
New York elected officials to write to the CDC/CMS in pursuit of a formal determi-
nation as to whether the New York Department of Health’s March 25, 2020 directive 
was consistent with the guidelines set by your administration or not.

We sent a letter to then President Biden requesting his help with CDC/CMS but 
to no avail. Now our families are looking to your administration to set the record 
straight.

The following bi-partisan elected officials have recently written letters to the CDC 
and CMS seeking answers:

● NY Congressional Republican Caucus 2025 Michael Lawler, Nicole Malliota-
kis, Nick LaLota,

Claudia Tenney, Nicholas Langworthy, and Andrew Garbarino
● NY State Senator Jessica Ramos: CDC 2025, NYS DOH
● NYC Comptroller Brad Lander: CDC 2025, CDC 2024, NYS DOH, NYC DOH
● NY State Senator Andrew Gounardes
● NYC Republican Council Common Sense Caucus
● NY State Republican Senate Minority Leader Robert Ortt
● NY State Assemblyman Ron Kim: CDC, NYS DOH, NYC DOH
● NYC Public Advocate Jumaane Williams
The Congressional Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic released 

their final reports:
Republican final report and Democratic final report.
The Republican report states on pages 230-234: “FINDING: The March 25 Di-

rective Was Inconsistent with Applicable Federal Guidance Regarding Hospital to 
Nursing Home Transfers and COVID-19 Related Infection Control.”

The Democratic report, on page 35, when comparing the NYS DOH March 25, 
2020 directive to the federal guidelines, concluded: “Governor Cuomo was imme-
diately criticized for the Advisory, which also arguably contradicted federal CMS 
guidance by requiring nursing homes to accept patients with a COVID-19 diagno-
sis.”

See this document that we created to show that the DOH March 25th directive was 
at odds with CDC/CMS guidelines. Words highlighted in yellow are not found in the 
CDC or CMS guidelines; you will see that the directive is almost entirely highlighted 
in yellow. 

It is a national tragedy that New York lost 15,000 of our most vulnerable loved 
ones in nursing homes within the space of mere months. Worse still, many died 
alone and in agony. We are respectfully requesting your help to obtain for these 
victims, their families and loved ones, and the elected officials seeking responses to 
their inquiries, a written determination from the CDC/CMS: “Was former Governor 
Cuomo’s March 25, 2020 directive following CDC/CMS guidelines?”

Thank you in advance for your leadership on this vital issue for public health.
Respectfully, Peter Arbeeny Janice Dean Vivian Zayas/Alexa Rivera”
end of letter. 
_________________________________________________________________

By Jessica Hofmann

Yonkers resident, Jenn DiBenedetto, who is a certified brain injury specialist, 
and founder and executive director of A1 Service Coordination (A1SC), has been 
named the Founder’s Award winner by the Brain Injury Association of New York 
State (BIANYS). Jenn will be presented the award at the organization’s annual 
conference on June 11-13, 2025. The Founder’s Award recognizes her outstand-
ing efforts to help establish new services or opportunities for people with brain 
injuries and their families.

A1 Service Coordination is dedicated to delivering top-quality Service Coordi-
nation for individuals and families living in New York City and the Lower Hudson 
Valley participating in the Nursing Home Transition and Diversion and Traumatic 
Brain Injury Waiver Programs, both of which help individuals with traumatic 
brain injuries, disabilities, and the elderly community receive life changing medi-
cal services. 

Jenn founded A1SC after working at different service coordination agencies for 
the TBI Waiver and realizing things needed to be done differently. Her passion 
for this work was also driven by her personal experience after facing the chal-
lenge of securing care for her grandmother, who was diagnosed with dementia. 
Experiencing financial strain, family conflict, caregiver burnout, and a lack of 
knowledge about available resources, Jenn became determined to support others 
through these struggles.

“It’s incredibly humbling and truly meaningful to win the Founder’s Award, not 
just for me, but my entire team,” said Jenn DiBenedetto. “While my name may 
be on the award, it belongs just as much to the incredible team behind me - the 
people who show up every day with compassion, commitment, and a deep belief 
in person-centered care. I’m so proud of what we’ve built together.”

Jenn’s background spans a variety of roles, including Service Coordinator, Ser-
vice Coordinator Supervisor, Director, and Regional Resource Development Spe-
cialist. These roles have equipped her with the knowledge and skills to advocate 
for participants and guide them through each step of the process.

Jenn and BIANYS have worked together in one way or another throughout her 
years in the field. She’s attended their conferences, collaborated with their staff, 
and worked alongside board members on various initiatives. BIANYS has always 
been a constant presence in her work, a trusted resource, a strong advocate, and 
a true partner in supporting individuals with brain injuries. When Jenn started 
A1SC, she knew she wanted to stay closely connected to BIANYS and make sure 
her team had the same opportunity — to learn, grow, and be part of a larger move-
ment of advocacy and person-centered care.

“By founding A1 Service Coordination, Jenn has addressed a massive need 
within the brain injury community – a truly person-centered service location 
that prioritizes dignity, respect, and support for the people they serve,” said Ei-
leen Reardon, BIANYS executive director. “Jenn fully embodies the spirit of the 
Founder’s Award, and we look forward to presenting it at our annual conference.”

In addition to her professional work, Jenn is a loving wife and mother. She 
brings the same dedication to the families she serves, striving to keep loved ones 
at home and out of nursing facilities. With her wealth of experience and knowl-
edge, Jenn remains committed to ensuring that A1 Service Coordination delivers 
exceptional support to individuals and families across New York City and the 
Lower Hudson Valley.

Jenn DiBenedetto will be presented with the award at BIANYS’ Annual Confer-
ence. On June 11-13, 2025, professional, caregivers, service providers, and brain 
injury survivors will all come together for two days of interactive workshops and 
educational sessions that cover industry trends and information to support and 
serve New York’s brain injury community. 

_____________________________________________________________

    In Trouble with the IRS or
    the NYS Tax Department? 
In trouble with the IRS or the New York State Tax Department? I can help. 
My name is Gerald Snyder, and I am an enrolled agent and a former IRS 

Group Manager. I have successfully represented clients before the IRA and 
the NYS Tax Department for over 25 years. I resolve liens, levies, seizures, in-
come tax and sales audits, and penalties and trust fund recovery issues. I also 
handle unfiled tas returns. 

I operate from convenient offices at 73 Market Street in Ridge Hill, Yonkers, 
NY. My fees are reasonable and I offer a free initial consultation. I offer in per-
son meetings. Why deal wiht an unknown person online when you can meet 
with me in person? 

For more information, call me at 914-793-5654 or email me at thasnyder1@
verizon.net.

______________________________________________________________

Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, 

               photos and story ideas to                photos and story ideas to 

         dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com         dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com
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                 Letter to the Editor: 
             The Best of America

See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special 

		   3 Months-$299.00		   3 Months-$299.00
		
	         6 Months--$499.00 	         6 Months--$499.00 
		  12 Months -$899.00 		  12 Months -$899.00 
  email risingmediagroup@gmail.com   email risingmediagroup@gmail.com 
________________________________________________________________________

			   Trump cuts, continued from pg 1-

L-R-Usha Vance, Vice-President JD Vance, Pop Leo XIV, Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio, Jeanette Dousdebes Rubio

Mr. Murphy-I read this on Facebook and thought you might appreciate it and 
perhaps print. Something positive, thanks Helen McCabe, Bronxville.

Regardless of your politics, I’d encourage you to consider this picture: the 
beautiful, brilliant, daughter of Indian immigrants. A man who grew up with-
out a father and a drug addicted mother, who joined the military and then at-
tended and graduated from the #1 law school in America on the GI bill.

The first American pope, a Godly man, faithful to Catholic doctrine, who 
spent ten years in Peru, sleeping on dirt floors and serving the poor.

The son of Cuban immigrants who fled Castro’s Cuba. His mother was a 
maid. His father was a bartender. And his wife, the beautiful daughter of Co-
lombian immigrants.

We have recently seen some of the worst of America. Here’s a picture of the 
best.- John Samuel Craig

____________________________________________________________

			   In Home Personal Training  
       In-Home Personal Training Available. NASM , EMT  and  
Special \ Needs  Certified. Strength Training, Fat Loss, and Muscle  
              Building. Virtual and  online coaching available.  
                        Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.______________________________________

			   Council votes to adopt budget, continued from pg 1-

“Thank you to our Finance Department and my colleagues on the Council,” 
commented Yonkers City Council President and Budget Chair Lakisha Collins-
Bellamy. “It’s not an easy decision to raise taxes. One thing Yonkers is – is re-
silient. In the absence of additional funding, we do the most with the least. Our 
students remain high performers, and that’s a testament to our teaching staff and 
administrators. Everything we considered in this budget will continue to add to 
the quality of life in the City of Yonkers.”

“I’m proud to have worked alongside my colleagues on the City Council to 
pass a budget that keeps Yonkers safe, moves our schools forward, and invests 
in the infrastructure that strengthens our neighborhoods. This budget reflects our 
shared commitment to delivering for the people of Yonkers—today and for years 
to come,” Yonkers Council Majority Leader John Rubbo.

Yonkers Council Minority Leader Mike Breen said, “Passing the City’s operat-
ing and capital budgets is never an easy task, and any tax increase is something 
I take very seriously. But this year’s budget makes critical investments that resi-
dents will see and feel. We’ve allocated $4 million to repave our streets, put six 
brand new fire trucks into service just this week, and secured much-needed fund-
ing for the Will and Crestwood library branches. These are meaningful improve-
ments that will benefit our neighborhoods for years to come.”

Budget Snapshot:
$1.54 billion total budget
Adopted to Adopted Tax Rate of 2.85%
Bonded $7.3 million to Yonkers Board of Education for books, laptops and 

equipment
Preserves city/school services and workforce
Councilman Anthony Merante voted no on the budget. “

 beyond what they expected.” 
She said it made little sense for the various affected organiza-

tions to concentrate only on their own issues without knowing how 
the entire city is affected, or adopting plans that maximize resources. 
     “A cut in job training can reduce family income, which leads to a choice between 
paying the rent or buying groceries, but cuts in school meals and nutrition programs 
make that problem even worse, and when housing assistance ends after two years 
a family winds up on the street. So the federal government thinks its just cutting 
a jobs program, but the consequences are actually catastrophic because every-
thing is interrelated,” said Collins-Bellamy, adding, “That’s why we need every 
affected agency and level of government working together in a formal structure.” 
    She said she envisions an inter-agency task force meeting regularly to docu-
ment reductions and establish a plan to respond as effectively as possible. “We 
already know the State is probably going to have to revise its budget later in the 
year to make up for cuts, and the City may well have to make changes of its own, 
although that’s more difficult. It will be essential to map out the smartest way to 
proceed and work closely with our state and local leaders, as well as any private 
sector organizations that may be able to assist,” she explained.

_____________________________________________________________

				            New Fire Trucks, continued from pg 1-

“This would not have happened without the support of the City Council,” 
added Mayor Spano. “The City Council is fair and they are willing to spend the 
dollars that it takes to keep our firefighters safe and our residents safe.”

Yonkers City Council President Lakisha Collins-Bellamy said, “I am pleased 
the Mayor and Fire Department were able to procure six new pumper trucks 
while most departments throughout the country are facing extended delivery 
delays. I proudly supported this capital investment and remain committed to 
keeping the residents of our growing city safe.”

The blessing of the apparatus is a longstanding Fire Department tradition hon-
oring the risk of the job, the people who serve, and the Yonkers Fire Depart-
ment’s mission of protecting life and property.

______________________________________________________________
Congressman Lawler Votes for Big Beautiful Bill, Latimer Votes No 

Read it online at Yonkerstimes.com
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Yonkers History, continued from pg 3-

					     Summer Fest, continued from pg 9-
Free Concerts on The Green
Bring a lawn chair and enjoy a variety of live performances featuring everything 

from pop hits to classic rock and soulful R&B. This year we have concerts featur-
ing Showtime Dance Band, Men of Soul, Willie Villegas Y Entre Amigos, Ras 
Droppa, andFDR Drive Band, on select Wednesdays from 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM, 
June through August. It’s the perfect midweek wind-down!  

Free Zumba Classes
Sweat, smile, and stay active with outdoor Zumba workouts suitable for all ages 

and skill levels. Held weekly by Yonkers own Zumba instructor extraordinaire 
Guillermo Ruiz , this FREE Zumba class that feels like a party! Classes take place 
on Thursday nights from 6:15 PM – 7:00 PM starting June 12 through August 7th.  
*No class July 4th week 

New This Year: Salsa Dancing Nights
Feel the rhythm with high-energy Salsa nights! Learn new moves from live 

instructors from Ballet Folklorico de las Americasand dance the night away with 
live Latin music performances on select Mondays from 6:30 PM – 7:30PM.

 Paint & Sip Nights
Tap into your inner artist during guided painting sessions with wine and good 

vibes. Join instructors from We Art One of Yonkers as they show you step-by-
step instructions on how to paint  colorful landscapes, dreamy designs, and fun 
seasonal scenes. No experience is necessary. The price is $35 per person and in-
cludes all supplies. Pre-Registration is required by signing up through INSERT 
LINK, ADULTS 21+ ONLY. Select Tuesdays from 6:15 PM – 8:00 PM. Supplies 
included—just bring your creativity!

New This Year: ArtsWestchester Mobile Art Workshops
The ArtsWestchesterArtsMobile provides hands-on creative workshops and will 

roll into Cross County Center, bringing the arts directly to the community. Great 
for kids and adults alike! Select Sundays from 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM.

New This Year: No Limit Ninja Obstacle Course
Challenge yourself on a real-life ninja warrior course! Designed for kids and 

adults, this exciting new activation brings high-energy fitness and fun to the lawn. 
Select Sundays from 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM.  

New This Year:Outdoor Boot Camp
Get moving with Blink Fitness personal trainers at our energizing outdoor group 

training workout – no equipment needed! This bodyweight-only boot camp com-
bines heart-pumping cardio, core work, and functional movements for a total-
body sweat session that’s perfect for all fitness levels. Train alongside a supportive 
group, led by expert Blink trainers who will motivate and guide you every step of 
the way. Select Mondays from 6:15-7:00PM.  Just bring a mat and water and get 
ready to crush your goals—together!

Bring the family, bring your friends, or just bring your dancing shoes — Cross 
County Center is where summer happens.For a full schedule and weather updates 
on events, please visit www.crosscountycenter.com/events.

_____________________________________________________________

June 3, 1945:  The Edith Cavell Chapter of W.I.V.E.S. (Wives Insure Victory, 
Equality, Security) held its first war bond sale at Yonkers’ War Monument in 
front of City Hall.  Marine Private Russell Cooper spoke about the Battles of the 
Solomons and Guadalcanal; businessman Gilmore Bradford spoke about wit-
nessing the Japanese takeover of Hong Kong and his seven-month-internment 
there.  WAC Recruiting Station’s Lieutenant Catherine Perry and Yonkers War 
Finance Committee members Edna Aimes and Aranya Smart also spoke

After opening their “tent headquarters,” members sold bonds on Saturdays and 
Sundays at the monument.

Wednesday, June 4th
June 4, 1789:   John Guarenau of “the Yonkers” petitioned George Washington 

because he was in “an indigent situation” caused by the “late War, having lost all 
save some ‘cloathing’ and two beds.”  His property and buildings were destroyed 
by the enemy during the Revolution.   

His house served as General Lee’s headquarters October 1776; during “this 
time his honor General Lee, with every necessary he required to the amount of 
one hundred and seventy six pounds nineteen shillings, the chiefest part of which 
your Petitioner stands responsible.”  

This would amount to $42,306.21 in today’s dollars.
June 4, 1926:  The Habirshaw Wire and Cable Company announced plans 

to build a $16,000 steel and concrete building at Glenwood.  Plans indicated it 
would be thirty feet high and built on the company’s dock.

Thursday, June 5th   
June 5, 1918:  Charles Easton, President of the Yonkers Board of Education, 

signed contracts with the US War Department to have 200 soldiers, recent in-
ductees, trained at Saunders Trades School during the summer.  Contracts cov-
ered soldiers’ food, housing and training. The men would not only would learn 
their “soldierly duties,” they would receive eight hours daily instruction to learn 
a variety of special trades. At the end of the summer, the school turned out ma-
chinists, gas engine repairmen, carpenters, plumbers and pipe fitters. 

Saunders had the right equipment, the proper courses of studies, and experi-
enced instructors.

June 5, 1922:  After watching Captain John Cahill’s impressive picked rifle 
drill square in the Yonkers Jubilee Parade, Public Safety Commissioner Thomas 
Tobin ordered the other men on the Yonkers Police Force to drill with rifles dur-
ing their workday.

June 5, 1928: Herbert Pokress of Caryl Avenue, representing a syndicate of 
American millionaires, acquired the American rights to television!  

Pokress researched Yonkers to build America’s first large television station, 
one capable of broadcasting and receiving transmissions from around the world.  
Several area sites were checked out, including the Nodine Hill Water Tower 
and the Palisades; they determined the Proctor’s Building was best place for the 
proposed station. 

The Baird American Television Company was named after the creator of the 
world’s first live television system, Scottish engineer John Logie Baird; the com-
pany wanted to build two ornamental steel towers that would “shoot into the 
air to a height of 100 feet,” with tower motors in the building’s penthouse. The 
proposed Yonkers site would be remote-controlled from New York City.

Building Inspector James Armstrong informed Pokress as far the building 
code, the plans were fine, but they needed to determine if zoning restrictions 
were violated.  

Friday, June 6th: 
June 6, 1944:  D-Day began; it was the Allies’ biggest WWII offensive.  
Rolling waves of eleven thousand planes supported invasion of Normandy’s 

beaches during the early morning hours.  
Yonkers houses of worship kept their doors open all day for private prayers 

and group devotions. 
Downtown’s St. John’s and St. Mary’s Churches’ noon services filled Getty 

Square with worshippers praying for the safety and success of our Allied troops.  
Courts adjourned and closed with a prayer; the Common Council held late after-
noon “D Day” prayers at our War Memorial. 

Yonkers was united in prayer for Allied victory.  

Saturday, June 7th   	
	 June 7, 1930:  Workers missed capturing some white perch while clean-

ing Palmer Road’s Fortfield Reservoir.  The fish swam into Yonkers’ water sys-
tem, clogged our water mains and effectively cut off our water supply.  Water 
Superintendent Oscar Barker stopped the work at Fortfield to find and remove 
fish!

	 June 7, 1932:  John Corkery bought the Park Restaurant for $10,000.  
The Park Restaurant, once a well-known gathering spot for Yonkers’ prominent 
citizens, originally was the Hotel Bristol at McLean Avenue and South Broad-
way. 

Sunday, June 8th 
June 8, 1930:  Globe Wrecking Company began demolition of Getty Square’s 

Flagg Building; it would be replaced with the more modern Grant’s Department 
Store.

June 8, 1940:  Councilmember Edith Welty accused “incompetent men” in 
City Hall offices of deliberately attempting to discredit City Manager Raymond 
Whitney; she believed they were trying to sabotage Yonkers’ Council-Manager 
form of government.

June 8, 2001:  Yonkers native Lieutenant General William Lennox, Jr., as-
sumed duties as the 56th Superintendent of the United States Military Academy, 
West Point. Lennox attended Yonkers parochial schools until he went to the US 
Military Academy.

Questions or comments on this column? Email YonkersHistory1646@gmail.
com.

For information on the Yonkers Historical Society, Sherwood House and 
upcoming events, please visit our website www.yonkershistoricalsociety.org, 
call 914-961-8940 or email info@yonkershistoricalsociety.org.    

______________________________________________________________

Mayor Mike Spano today swore in former Yonkers City Councilmember and 
community leader Lorraine Lopez to the Yonkers Board of Education. As trustee of 
the Yonkers Board of Education, Lopez is part of a nine-member Board, which is 
the official policy making body of the School District. 

“As we continue to provide our students with the best education possible, I am 
proud to appoint Lorraine to the Board of Education as she brings a dynamic and 
diversified connection to the Yonkers community,” said Mayor Spano. “As a former 
Councilmember and active community member, her experience and leadership will 
be valuable assets to our District and our students.”

Elected the first female Hispanic Councilmember in 1999, Lopez has served as 
a longtime Yonkers community advocate. For nearly ten years, Lopez served as 
the Special Assistant to the Mayor with Constituent Services, where she assisted 
constituents with various education, housing, quality of life and social services as-
sistance. Lopez has volunteered with numerous Yonkers non-profits, benefitting 
Yonkers students, families and minorities, including the YMCA, Yonkers Alliance 
of Latino & Immigrant Services, D.A.R.E. Inc., and the Habitat for Humanities 
Family Selection Committee. Currently, Lopez is a board member for the Hudson 
Valley Legal Services Executive Committee and for the Justice Center for the Hud-
son Valley.

"I am deeply honored that Mayor Mike Spano has appointed me to serve as a 
Yonkers Board of Education Trustee,” said Lorraine Lopez. “I commit to amplify-
ing diverse student voices, fostering educational environments for both students 
and staff, and ensuring every child has equitable opportunities to thrive. Our stu-
dents’ successes are for the betterment of our community's future." 

Board of Education President Dr. Rosalba Corrado Del Vecchio noted, “On be-
half of the Board of Education, I warmly welcome Lorraine Lopez to our gover-
nance team. Her extensive background in public service and community advocacy 
will strengthen our shared mission of delivering the highest quality education for 
every child in Yonkers. We look forward to the insight and leadership she will bring 
to our work.”

Superintendent of Yonkers Public Schools Aníbal Soler, Jr., commented, “Lor-
raine Lopez brings a wealth of public service experience and an unwavering com-
mitment to our Yonkers community. As a former City Councilmember, longtime 
advocate, and grandparent of a Yonkers Public Schools student, she offers a unique 
and deeply personal perspective. Her voice will be invaluable as we work together 
to implement our District’s strategic plan, which is grounded in empowerment, 
advancement, and excellence.”

Lorraine Lopez replaces Trustee Kevin Cacace, fulfilling the remainder of his 
term expiring in May 2029. Mayor Spano added, “I want to extend my deepest 
gratitude to Kevin Cacace for his dedicated years of service to the Board of Educa-
tion who served our City and our students with loyalty, professionalism and distinc-
tion.”

_______________________________________________________________

   Mayor Spano Appoints Former Councilwoman 
    Lorraine Lopez to Yonkers Board of Education 
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Weekend Events in Westchester County Parks 			   Classifieds 
ELDER CARE OFFERED
PRIVATE SENIOR RESIDENCE: Your Loved Ones Will Be Treated Like 

Family. Basic Care Provided. Meals, Laundry, Housekeeping & Gym Onsite. 
PRIVATE PAY ONLY. arlinresidence@gmail.com  914-462-0624

Attorney
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don’t Accept the insurance company’s first 

offer. Many injured parties are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free eval-
uation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 
1-888-454-4717. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the closest provider

DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested divorce papers prepared. Only one signature 
required. Poor person Application included if applicable. Separation agreements. 
Custody and support petitions. 518-274-0380

Auto Donations
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855-484-3467 
today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? Your car donation to Patriotic Hearts helps 
veterans find work or start their own business.  Fast free pick. Running or not!  
Call 24/7: 1-833-441-4496.

Autos Wanted
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 

haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374

Health
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 

Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-661-4172

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6397

Home Improvement
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a lo-

cal expert provider that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. Call 1-833-880-7679

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs.  Call Now! 1-833-807-0159

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-782-4069

Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) stand-
by generators - the most powerful home standby generators available. Industry-
leading comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496

Do you know what’s in your water? Leaf Home Water Solutions offers FREE 
water testing and whole home water treatment systems that can be installed in 
as little one day.  15% off your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior & military dis-
counts. Restrictions apply. Schedule your FREE test today. Call 1-866-247-5728

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-855-916-5473

Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU 
MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the 
work completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not 
affiliated with State or Gov Programs.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
516-1160 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

Miscellaneous
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 

Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 844-329-9391

Real Estate
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!   No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 

three step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670

Services
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carri-

ers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call 
1-844-919-1682

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and afford-
ably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Locally 
owned and affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-833-549-0598 
Have zip code of property ready when calling!

Travel Services
SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.  Let us do the research for you for FREE!  
Call: 877 988 727

TV Internet Phone
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call 

now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-855-399-2803
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 

and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

SATURDAY, MAY 31

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 
862-5050. Kids’ Community Farm-to-Table, 8:30 a.m. - 10 a.m. Ages 7 
through 13 will make their own breakfast, fresh from the farm! $20 class fee.
Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kids-community-farm-to-table-tickets-
1317613450299?aff=erelexpmlt

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 862-
5050. Community Farm Workday, 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Get your hands dirty and help 
out with various tasks around the farm. We will be retiring plants and renovating 
some of our native seed increase plots! Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
community-farm-work-day-tickets-1353274272779?aff=oddtdtcreator

Merestead Estate, Mount Kisco: (914) 864-7958 Warbler Ways, 10 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m. Join environmental educator Scott Williamson on this rite of spring: the return 
of the warblers! Meet at the carriage house parking area on the south side of 455 
Byram Lake Road in Mount Kisco. The program will run in light rain, but worse 
weather will cancel.

Lasdon Park and Arboretum, Katonah: (914) 864-7268. Lasdon Green Squad, 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Every Saturday through November and for those age 14 and 
older. Volunteers will work with Lasdon staff on tasks such as invasive species 
removal, planting, watering, weeding, trail maintenance, mulching, trash clean up, 
and other tasks. Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/lasdon-
green-squad-2-2/2025-05-31/

Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White Plains: (914) 428-1005. Microscope Dis-
covery, 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Learn about the beautiful patterns and complexities of 
nature that are not visible to the naked eye.

Glen Island Park, New Rochelle: (914) 813-6720. Beach Open, 11 a.m. - 6:30 
p.m. The beach will be open weekends and holidays through Sunday, June 22. 
Open daily from Friday, June 27, through Monday, Sept. 1; weather permitting. 
No admittance after 6 p.m. Parking and beach admission fees apply. Westchester 
County residency is required for admission, with a County Park Pass, a valid New 
York State driver’s license or a valid New York State ID with a Westchester ad-
dress. Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.com/swim

Playland Beach, Rye: (914) 813-7010. Beach Open, 11 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
The beach will be open weekends and holidays through Sunday, June 22. Open 

daily from Friday, June 27, through Monday, Sept. 1; weather permitting. No ad-
mittance after 6 p.m. Parking and beach admission fees apply. Westchester County 
residency is not required for admission. Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.
com/playland-park-info/playland-beach-and-pool-fees

Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290. Beach Open, 11 a.m. 
- 6:30 p.m. The beach will be open weekends, Memorial Day and 4th of July 
through Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 1; weather permitting. No admittance after 6 
p.m. Parking and beach admission fees apply. Westchester residency is not re-
quired for admission. Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.com/swim

Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla: (914) 231-4033. Asian Heritage Festival, 12 p.m. 
- 6 p.m. The celebration will showcase Chinese, Korean, Japanese, Thai and In-
donesian cultures with live songs, dances, musical performances, ethnic foods, 
Asian arts and cultural exhibits, and Chinese paper cutting and origami. Admis-
sion and parking are free. Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.com/press-
releases/3485-the-28th-annual-asian-american-heritage-festival-to-be-held-on-
saturday-may-31

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282. BLOOM!, 12 
p.m. - 4 p.m. Visit for the last day of The Westchester Watercolor Group’s exhibit 
in Muscoot’s main house. Get details: https://www.muscootfarm.org/programs-
events/event-calendar.html/event/2025/05/03/1746291600/bloom-westchester-
watercolor-group-exhibit/522251

Trailside Nature Museum at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation, Cross River: (914) 
864-7322. Intro to Wildflower ID, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. Have you seen the Reservation’s 
beautiful flowers and wondered about their names? Wonder no more! Learn how 
to identify wildflower species and about each’s unique uses.

Marshlands Conservancy, Rye: (914) 835-4466. Animals Around the World!, 1 
p.m. - 2:30 p.m. A presentation by Anthony Cogswell will let you travel to the most 
fantastic places in the world to meet amazing animals and learn how they survive 
in their habitats.

Lenoir Preserve, Yonkers: (914) 968-5851. Lenoir History Tour, 1 p.m. - 2:30 
p.m. Lenoir has a unique historical background, with centuries of fascinating own-
ers and various uses for the land. Join us on a walk around the preserve to learn all 
about it!

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720. Volunteer Work Project: 
Painting of Certain Outdoor Surfaces, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Help beautify some of our 
structures for the summer. Please bring work gloves. Hand tools will be provided. 
Great for service credit hours. Get details: https://friendsofreadwildlifesanctuary.
org/event/volunteer-painting-of-certain-outdoor-surfaces/

Westchester County Center, White Plains: (914) 995-4050. Westchester County 
Clash, 6 p.m. See a night of action-packed amateur boxing as firefighters and po-
lice officers from across Westchester face off in the ring—all to benefit the Tun-
nel to Towers Foundation. Get tickets: https://countycenter.biz/event/westchester-
county-clash/

				    continued on pg 14-
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ICE in Westchester, continued from pg 5-

New York City acting Field Office Director Judith Almodovar. “Let his futile at-
tempt highlight to other criminal aliens we will always collaborate with our domes-
tic and international law enforcement partners to ensure these fugitives are returned 
to their home countries to face justice.”

The U.S. Border Patrol encountered and arrested Cruz Dec. 11, 2015, in the Rio 
Grande Valley in Texas after he illegally entered the U.S. Border Patrol officials 
served him with a notice to appear for violation of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act and turned him over to ICE for detention placement. ICE Harlingen granted 
Cruz bond Feb. 1, 2016, which he posted three days later. Cruz failed to appear for 
his immigration proceedings Jan. 5, 2017, so the immigration judge ordered him 
removed in absentia from the U.S. to the Dominican Republic.

On Feb. 2, 2018, authorities in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, issued a 
warrant for Cruz’s arrest for the offense of homicide, which went international six 
weeks later. ICE New York City received notification March 16 this year.

The New Rochelle Police Department arrested Cruz for having improper plates 
and impounded his vehicle May 17. The New Rochelle Police Department released 
Cruz on his own recognizance prior to realizing that he was an international fugi-
tive wanted for homicide. Upon receiving this information, the police department 
immediately notified ICE New York City, which — along with federal partners — 
arrested Cruz. Cruz is currently detained in ICE custody pending removal to the 
Dominican Republic.-end of release from ICE.

On may 22 in Sleepy Hollow, ICE took three persons into custody, with Mayor 
Martin Rutyna confirming that ICE agents made the arrest at 530AM. Sleepy Hol-
low Police were notified but did not participate in the arrest. A warrant for the arrest 
of one individual with a criminal record was presented by ICE, but two others were 
also taken into custody.

“As Mayor of the Village of Sleepy Hollow, I am focused on public safety and 
enhancing the quality of life for our residents. I want to encourage and promote an 
environment in which all residents feel safe in the village,” said Rutyna.

ICE did not issue a release about activity in Sleepy Hollow, nor in Ossining, 
where several individuals have posted about ICE sightings on several occassions 
over the past few months.

Pleasantville and Peekskill are other Westchester locations where ICE agents 
have been seen.

County Legislator James Nolan, who last month called for more cooperation be-
tween ICE and local law enforcement, said after the arrest in New Rochelle. “A few 
weeks ago, I expressed the urgent need for my colleagues at Westchester County to 
join me in revising the Immigration Protection Act. We must focus our efforts on 
cooperating with ICE to ensure that only violent criminals—those convicted of seri-
ous offenses—are removed from our community. With the recent report of a stag-
gering $24 million budget gap and the clear warning that operating as a sanctuary 
county may jeopardize the millions in federal funding we receive, we cannot afford 
to ignore this reality.

“ICE is actively apprehending violent criminals who endanger our residents and 
disrupt our safety without our cooperation. The issue is if we continue to not work 
with them a lot is on the line of us losing. It’s time for us to take decisive action 
before we put critical funding, which our taxpaying Westchester County residents 
rely on, at risk. We cannot protect those who commit acts of violence, whether here 
or abroad, while disregarding our responsibility to safeguard our citizens. I urge my 
colleagues once again: let’s not turn a blind eye to this pressing issue. We must pro-
tect our communities, support those who wish to immigrate legally and responsibly 
and collaborate with the federal government to eliminate violent offenders from our 
streets. We must act now to secure the necessary funding that our county desper-
ately needs,” said Nolan.

________________________________________________________________

				    Westchester Parks events, continued from pg 13- 

SUNDAY, JUNE 1
The Bronx River Parkway. Bicycle Sunday, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.A 13.1-mile loop of the 

parkway is closed to cars for the exclusive use of non-motorized bicyclists, scoot-
ers and in-line skaters, e-bikes class 1 only, plus walkers and joggers. The course 
runs from the Westchester County Center in White Plains, south to Scarsdale Road 
in Yonkers. Many points of entry and exit are along the way. Also: June 8, 15, 22, 
29 (8 a.m. - 12 p.m.); July 13, 20, 27 (8 a.m. to noon); Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28 (10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.); Oct. 5 (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.). Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.com/
bicycle-sundays

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268. 
“Reading the Landscape” with Tom Wessels, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. This rare oppor-
tunity offers participants an in-depth interpretive forest walk as Wessels shares his 
expertise in interpreting the natural history of the land through ecological patterns 
and clues. Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/reading-the-
landscape-with-tom-wessels/

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Somers: (914) 864-7282. Farmers Market, 9:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. The market supports farmers and sustainable efforts in our area, 
featuring over 30 local vendors every Sunday until Nov. 16. Get details https://www.
muscootfarm.org/markets/

Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290. Low-Tide Hike, 10 a.m. 
- 11:30 a.m. Ages 6 and up can explore the shoreline with the park naturalist to 
learn about estuarine ecology, glacial geology and the deep history of this beautiful 
Hudson River promontory. Meet at the entrance to the RV Park. Free; some difficult 
terrain.

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268. Cel-
ebrate National Dinosaur Day!, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  To cele-
brate National Dinosaur Day, ages 6 and up will make Lasdon’s unique "Paleo-pouch" 
and excavate a dinosaur in which to put it. They can also touch real dinosaur fos-
sils—including dino poo—during a special tour of the Dinosaur Trail. $10. Register: 
https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/celebrate-national-dinosaur-day/2025-06-01/1/

Lasdon Park and Arboretum, Katonah: (914) 864-7263. Gardening Sundays and 
Tuesdays, Weekly, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Enhance your gardening skills and plant knowl-
edge by working side by side with the gardeners at Lasdon Park. Tasks include plant-
ing, watering, weeding, pruning, staking, deadheading, potting up, and more! Also: 
Tuesday, June 3.Get details and register https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/garden-
ing-sundays-2/2025-06-01/

Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White Plains: (914) 428-1005.Amphibians and 
Reptiles, 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.During this hike for beginners, learn about our fascinat-
ing native snakes, frogs and more! Hiking shoes are recommended.

Lasdon Park and Arboretum, Katonah: (914) 864-7263. Garden Highlights 
Tour, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Join one of the gardeners for a free walking tour of the na-
tive plants, annuals, perennials, and flowering and fruiting shrubs and trees. Rain or 
shine. Also: June 29. Register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/garden-highlights-
tour/2025-06-01/

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 862-
5050. Ethnobotanical Walk, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Discover the diversity of plant life on 
Hilltop’s trails, along with historical uses, foraging practices and crafting potential 
during this guided walk. $5. Get details and register https://hilltophanoverfarm.org/
events/event-calendar.html/event/2025/06/01/ethnobotanical-walk/524573

Westchester County Center, White Plains: (914) 995-4050. Westchester Reggae 
Festival, 7 p.m. This lively event will feature Yellowman, Queen Ifrica, Leroy Sib-
bles and Etana. Get details and tickets https://countycenter.biz/event/westchester-
reggae-festival/ 

_________________________________________________________________

Letter: Don’t let Trump sell off our public lands to Big Oil!

Dear Editor  
Donald Trump is offering a massive public lands giveaway to the fossil fuel 

industry. 
He’s ordered the U.S. to “drill baby drill” on public lands, and he’s fast-tracked 

new oil and gas projects, bypassing environmental and public review. His allies 
in Congress are even pushing to open Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
to oil drilling.

If they get their way, the fossil fuel industry will wreck our national landmarks 
for profit and pump millions more tons of planet-warming pollution into the 
atmosphere in the process.

So if we don’t want to see drilling rigs the next time we head outdoors, we 
need to send a clear message: Don’t sell off our public lands to Big Oil!

Sincerely, 
Gregory Spock, New Rochelle
_____________________________________________________________
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Supplemental Summons and Notice of Object of Action Supreme Court Of The State 
Of New York County Of Westchester ACTION TO FORECLOSE A MORTGAGE Index 
#: 74122/2024 U.S. Bank Trust National Association Not In Its Individual Capacity But 
Solely As Owner Trustee For RCAF Acquisition Trust Plaintiff, vs Maria Irizarry If Living, 
And If He/She Be Dead, Any And All Persons Unknown To Plaintiff, Claiming, Or Who 
May Claim To Have An Interest In, Or General Or Specific Lien Upon The Real Property 
Described In This Action; Such Unknown Persons Being Herein Generally Described And 
Intended To Be Included In Wife, Widow, Husband, Widower, Heirs At Law, Next Of Kin, 
Descendants, Executors, Administrators, Devisees, Legatees, Creditors, Trustees, Commit-
tees, Lienors, And Assignees Of Such Deceased, Any And All Persons Deriving Interest In 
Or Lien Upon, Or Title To Said Real Property By, Through Or Under Them, Or Either Of 
Them, And Their Respective Wives, Widows, Husbands, Widowers, Heirs At Law, Next 
Of Kin, Descendants, Executors, Administrators, Devisees, Legatees, Creditors, Trustees, 
Committees, Lienors, And Assigns, All Of Whom And Whose Names, Except As Stated, 
Are Unknown To Plaintiff, Juan A. Irizarry If Living, And If He/She Be Dead, Any And 
All Persons Unknown To Plaintiff, Claiming, Or Who May Claim To Have An Interest In, 
Or General Or Specific Lien Upon The Real Property Described In This Action; Such Un-
known Persons Being Herein Generally Described And Intended To Be Included In Wife, 
Widow, Husband, Widower, Heirs At Law, Next Of Kin, Descendants, Executors, Admin-
istrators, Devisees, Legatees, Creditors, Trustees, Committees, Lienors, And Assignees Of 
Such Deceased, Any And All Persons Deriving Interest In Or Lien Upon, Or Title To Said 
Real Property By, Through Or Under Them, Or Either Of Them, And Their Respective 
Wives, Widows, Husbands, Widowers, Heirs At Law, Next Of Kin, Descendants, Execu-
tors, Administrators, Devisees, Legatees, Creditors, Trustees, Committees, Lienors, And 
Assigns, All Of Whom And Whose Names, Except As Stated, Are Unknown To Plaintiff, 
People Of The State Of New York, United States Of America On Behalf Of The IRS John 
Doe (Those unknown tenants, occupants, persons or corporations or their heirs, distribu-
tees, executors, administrators, trustees, guardians, assignees, creditors or successors claim-
ing an interest in the mortgaged premises.) Defendant(s). Mortgaged Premises: 1 George 
Street White Plains, NY 10604 To the Above named Defendant: You are hereby summoned 
to answer the Complaint in this action, and to serve a copy of your answer, or, if the Com-
plaint is not served with this Supplemental Summons, to serve a notice of appearance, on 
the Plaintiff(s) attorney(s) within twenty days after the service of this Supplemental Sum-
mons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 days after the service is complete if this 
Supplemental Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of New York). In 
case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for 
the relief demanded in the Complaint. The Attorney for Plaintiff has an office for business 
in the County of Erie. Trial to be held in the County of Westchester. The basis of the venue 
designated above is the location of the Mortgaged Premises. TO Maria Irizarry, and Juan A. 
Irizarry, Defendants In this Action. The foregoing Supplemental Summons is served upon 
you by publication, pursuant to an order of HON. Robert S. Ondrovic of the Supreme Court 
Of The State Of New York, dated the Fifteenth day of May, 2025 and filed with the Com-
plaint in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Westchester, in the City of White Plains.     
The object of this action is to foreclosure a mortgage upon the premises described below, 
dated June 3, 2005, executed by Maria Irizarry and Juan A. Irizarry to secure the sum of 
$360,000.00. The Mortgage was recorded at Instrument Number 451920412 in the Office of 
the Westchester County Clerk on July 13, 2005.  The mortgage was subsequently assigned 
by an assignment executed October 25, 2022 and recorded on November 15, 2022, in the 
Office of the Westchester County Clerk at Instrument Number 623183612. The mortgage 
was subsequently modified on October 17, 2023. The mortgage was subsequently assigned 
by an assignment executed March 29, 2024 and recorded on April 11, 2024, in the Of-
fice of the Westchester County Clerk at Instrument Number 641023100. The property in 
question is described as follows: 1 George Street, White Plains, NY 10604 HELP FOR 
HOMEOWNERS IN FORECLOSURE NEW YORK STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT WE 
SEND YOU THIS NOTICE ABOUT THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS. PLEASE READ 
IT CAREFULLY. SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING 
YOUR HOME. IF YOU FAIL TO RESPOND TO THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT 
IN THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION, YOU MAY LOSE YOUR HOME. PLEASE READ 
THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT CAREFULLY.  YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY 
CONTACT AN ATTORNEY OR YOUR LOCAL LEGAL AID OFFICE TO OBTAIN AD-
VICE ON HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF. SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND AS-
SISTANCE The state encourages you to become informed about your options in foreclosure. 
In addition to seeking assistance from an attorney or legal aid office, there are government 
agencies and non-profit organizations that you may contact for information about possible 
options, including trying to work with your lender during this process. To locate an entity 
near you, you may call the toll-free helpline maintained by the New York State Department 
of Financial Services at 1-800-342-3736 or the Foreclosure Relief Hotline 1-800-269-0990 
or visit the department's website at WWW.DFS.NY.GOV. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO LEAVE YOUR HOME AT THIS TIME. YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME DURING THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS. 
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO LEAVE YOUR HOME UNLESS AND UNTIL YOUR 
PROPERTY IS SOLD AT AUCTION PURSUANT TO A JUDGMENT OF FORECLO-
SURE AND SALE. REGARDLESS OF WHETHER YOU CHOOSE TO REMAIN IN 
YOUR HOME, YOU ARE REQUIRED TO TAKE CARE OF YOUR PROPERTY AND 
PAY PROPERTY TAXES IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE AND LOCAL LAW. FORE-
CLOSURE RESCUE SCAMS Be careful of people who approach you with offers to "save" 
your home. There are individuals who watch for notices of foreclosure actions in order to 
unfairly profit from a homeowner's distress. You should be extremely careful about any 
such promises and any suggestions that you pay them a fee or sign over your deed. State 
law requires anyone offering such services for profit to enter into a contract which fully de-
scribes the services they will perform and fees they will charge, and which prohibits them 
from taking any money from you until they have completed all such promised services. § 
1303 NOTICE NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME If you do 
not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney 
for the mortgage company who filed this Foreclosure proceeding against you and filing 
the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home. 
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information 
on how to answer the summons and protect your property. Sending a payment to your mort-
gage company will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING 
A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT. DATED: May 19, 2025 
Gross Polowy LLC Attorney(s) For Plaintiff(s) 1775 Wehrle Drive, Suite 100 Williamsville, 
NY 14221 The law firm of Gross Polowy LLC and the attorneys whom it employs are debt 
collectors who are attempting to collect a debt. Any information obtained by them will be 
used for that purpose. 85864

		       Untermyer Gardens Conservancy, continued from pg 9-
Wednesday, June 11, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Sunset Yoga with Sylvia. $20 plus 

Eventbrite fees. For details and to register go to https://SunsetYoga061125.
eventbrite.com 

Sunday, June 15, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Seasonal Highlights Garden Tour. 
$15. For details and to register go to https://seasonalhighlights2025.event-
brite.com

Saturday, June 21, 10:00-11:30 a.m. NEW! Foraging Walk with Heather 
Flournoy. $20 plus Eventbrite fees. For details and to register go to https://
ForagingWalk062125.eventbrite.com 

Saturday, June 21, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Easy Walking Tour. $15. For 
details and to register go to https://EasyWalking062125.eventbrite.com 

Saturday, June 21, 5:00-6:30 p.m. Rain Date Sunday, June 22. 2025 Min-
nie Untermyer Concert Series: Christopher Williams Dance. $35 plus Event-
brite fees. For details and to register go to https://2025christopherwilliamsd
ance.eventbrite.com 

Sunday, June 22, 8:30-10:00 a.m. Spring Bird Walk. $20 plus Eventbrite 
fees. For details and to register go to  https://birdwalk060825.eventbrite.com 

Sunday, June 22, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Untermyer Gardens History Tour 
Part 2: Vegetable Garden to the Temple of Love. $15. For details and to reg-
ister go to https://HistoryPart2-2025.eventbrite.com 

Tuesday, June 24, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Drawing and Painting in the Gar-
den with Shelley Haven. $50 plus Eventbrite fees. For details and to register 
go to https://DrawingandPainting062425.eventbrite.com  

Sunday, June 29, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Untermyer Gardens History Tour 
Part 1: Walled Garden to the Vista. $15. For details and to register go to 
https://HistoryPart1-2025.eventbrite.com

__________________________________________________________

			            Yonkers Pride Festival, continued from pg 16-

This year’s festival promises nonstop entertainment and vibrant energy 
with a standout lineup of performers representing the full spectrum of queer 
artistry. Headlining the festivities is Lana Ja’Rae, fresh off Season 17 of Ru-
Paul’s Drag Race. Known for her high-fashion glamour and fierce determina-
tion, Lana’s bold presence and signature style lit up the Drag Race stage—and 
now she’s bringing that same unforgettable energy to Yonkers. Fan favorite 
Catrina LoveLace returns to host and perform with two show-stopping num-
bers packed with high kicks, sharp wit, and the chaotic fun only your “Mexi-
can auntie” can deliver. The stage will also feature powerhouse queer punk 
project All My Friends, led by activist and multi-instrumentalist Christina 
Picciano, delivering anthems of resistance, resilience, and raw NYC energy. 
Drag royalty Sienna Rose—known for leading Connecticut’s longest-running 
drag show and brunch—brings charisma, comedy, and crowd-pleasing flair, 
while Luxury Bones, the 2024 Mx. Congeniality, and “charismatic cult lead-
er” of the NYC drag scene, delivers high-grade mischief and magnetic charm. 
Yonkers audiences will also enjoy bold performances from acclaimed Drag 
Kings Cunning Stunt—aka Mister Gay NYC United States M.I. 2024—and 
Show Ponii, winner of the 2023 and 2024 Glam Awards for Best Drag King. 
The lineup also features Hibiscus—a tiny queen with a big presence, known 
for her high-energy dance numbers, bold personality, and dedication to the 
LGBTQ+ community. A former Miss Stonewall, U.S. Army veteran, and 
three-time Glam Award-winning brunch host, she’s a true force on the NYC 
drag scene.

Bronx-raised DJ and producer Dada Cozmic keeps the energy high with a 
sound rooted in her queer Caribbean identity, and the lineup is rounded out by 
the captivating Nola Bunny, as well as dynamic performances by Emphasis 
Entertainment and Midnight. 

Festivalgoers can also enjoy a variety of fun, interactive activities for all 
ages. Take a spin on the mechanical bull ride, strike a pose in the FREE 360 
photo booth, or scale new heights on the rock wall. Kids (and kids at heart) 
will love the Unicorn Slide Combo and be mesmerized by a magical bubble 
show. Plus, don’t miss the caricature artist capturing personalities on paper 
and the always-popular dunk tank. 

In addition to hosting the annual festival, Yonkers Pride proudly supports 
the next generation of leaders through its annual $1,000 scholarship, awarded 
to a graduating Yonkers Public High School senior who demonstrates leader-
ship, academic achievement, financial need, and a commitment to supporting 
or advocating for the LGBTQ+ community. The recipient will be recognized 
during the Flag Raising Ceremony on June 13, highlighting the importance of 
visibility, education, and opportunity for LGBTQ+ youth and allies. For more 
information about the Yonkers LGBTQ+ Pride Scholarship, visit https://
www.yonkerspride.org/scholarship. 

This free, family-friendly event is made possible by the generous support 
of our sponsors:

•	 Leadership Sponsors: The City of Yonkers, The Mayor’s LGBTQ 
Advisory Board, Yonkers Economic Development Corporation

•	 Fierce Sponsors: Webster Bank
•	 Champion Sponsors: St. John's Riverside Hospital, HOPE Center, 

Westchester County Board of Legislators
•	 Sustaining Sponsors: Con Edison, Montefiore Health System, NewY-

ork-Presbyterian Westchester, ShopRite, Yonkers Honda
•	 Ally Sponsors: RXR Sawyer Place, The City Council of Yonkers & 

Majority Leader John Rubbo, City Council President Lakisha Collins-Bella-
my, Municipal Credit Union, Rose Associates, and Great Point Studios Stay 
tuned for more details and line-up announcements by following @Yonker-
sPride on social media and visiting YonkersPride.org.

To continue to improve the lives in our community, we need your sup-
port! Please donate at YonkersPride.org/donate. Yonkers Pride was created 
to produce an inclusive, secure, and fun environment to promote freedom 
of expression, motivate activists in the ongoing fight for equal rights, and 
honor and celebrate the diversity of the Yonkers LGBTQIA+ community and 
their families and allies. For more information on Yonkers Pride, visit https://
www.yonkerspride.org/. 

___________________________________________________________
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        Yonkers Pride Festival Returns June 14 
       “Unapologetically Us: Love Unstoppable” 

     Playland Opens for Memorial 
              Day Weekend 

Playland Park kicked off the 2025 season  over Memorial Day Weekend—Satur-
day, May 24 through Monday, May 26. Visitors enjoyed everything this Westchester 
County Parks landmark has to offer with free admission, rides and parking all three 
days from 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins said: “Opening this park in time for 
Memorial Day Weekend wasn’t easy. It took hustle. It took late nights, early morn-
ings, and a team of County employees who refused to give anything less than 100 
percent. From Public Works to Parks, from leadership to laborers — including con-
tractors, vendors, the Westchester Children’s Museum, the New York State Depart-
ment of Labor and even the Governor’s Office — this was truly an all-hands-on-
deck operation. And even though we’re not fully open yet, what you see here today 
is a $150 million investment in you, in our history, in our children and grandchil-
dren. Playland, as it stands today, is a testament to what’s possible when people care 
deeply about this place and the families who come here. And let me tell you — we 
are just getting started.”

The park will continue to undergo repairs and upgrades, with some rides coming 
on line over the summer. 

______________________________________________________________

        “Were it left to me to decide if we should have a government         “Were it left to me to decide if we should have a government 

       without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I       without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I
      
   should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.-Thomas Jefferson   should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.-Thomas Jefferson
_____________________________

Yonkers Pride in partnership with the Yonkers Downtown Waterfront BID, 
proudly presents the 2025 Yonkers Pride Festival, set for Saturday, June 14 from 
1:00 PM to 7:00 PM in Downtown Yonkers. Now in its 8th year, the annual cel-
ebration continues to uplift and unite the LGBTQ+ community and allies with this 
year’s powerful theme: “Unapologetically Us: Love Unstoppable.” 

"This year’s theme is about standing in our truth, celebrating who we are without 
compromise, and showing that love—especially queer love—is a force that can’t 
be silenced,” said Rachel Deliz, Festival Chair of Yonkers Pride. “We’re excited to 
bring the community back together for a powerful, joyful, and affirming weekend 
in the heart of Yonkers.”

The weekend of pride and visibility will kick off with a Flag Raising Ceremony 
at The Unity Fountain at City Hall, 40 S Broadway on Friday, June 13 at 4:30-
5:00pm, hosted in partnership with the City of Yonkers and the Mayor’s LGBTQ+ 
Advisory Board.

“The Yonkers Pride Festival is a day to celebrate love and the individuality of 
who we are,” said Mayor Spano. “Yonkers’ greatest strength continues to be our 
diversity, and what better way to demonstrate that than by our LGBTQIA+ neigh-
bors, friends, and allies coming together for this festive event. We invite all to join 
us.”  

		   continued from pg 3- 	


