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    City Council Unanimously Passes Budget, 
	
	   Reduces Tax Increase to 4.75 %
    Only 18 Speakers Show up to Saunders Hearing

Anthony Nicodemo Makes His Case 
for County Legislator

Jon Hamm, Filming in Yonkers, meets with 
        Students at Halmi Film School

continued on pg 8-

Maj. Leader Stewart-Cousins Honors 2026 
Veterans HOF Inductee Sgt. Massiel Pimentel 

By Dan Murphy

We recently interviewed An-
thony Nicodemo, democratic 
candidate for Westchester County 
legislator in District 15. Nicodemo 
is running in a democratic primary 
on June 23 against Kisha Skipper, 
with the winner to face off against 
Republican County Legislator 
James Nolan in November.

Why are you running for West-
chester County Legislator in 
D-15?

I’ve been fortunate enough to 
be involved in activism at many 
levels, from social justice advo-
cacy to union leadership. I believe 
the best way to create meaningful 

change is to have a seat at the table, and serving on the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators would allow me to have the most impactful voice pos-
sible. The 15th District deserves strong Democratic representation.

What are your key issues in this campaign? 
Affordability has become a major issue for residents, and for good reason. 

The federal government continues to target blue states with budget cuts, and 
Westchester County is not immune from those impacts. The county must con-
tinue ensuring access to the services residents rely on every day. That will re-
quire thoughtful reallocation of resources and responsible budgeting that pri

Saunders HS Valedictorian & Salutatorian 
to study Science & Medicine in College 

By Dan Murphy 
Congratulations to 

the 2026 Saunders 
Trades and Technical 
High School Valedic-
torian, Hannah Ashley 
Silva, and Salutatorian 
Alanis Abreu. Valedic-
torian Hanna Silva will 
graduate with a 100.2 
weighted GPA. 

Her favorite teacher 
at Saunders was Mr. 
Harry Hall (AP En-
vironmental Science) 
because, “I spend most 
of the classes with him 
and he is one of my 
#1 supporters. But he 
is a Mets fan, and I’m 
a Yankee fan, so we 
do have that friendly 
competition. He has al-
ways been supportive 
of what I do and gives 
me a big laugh when I 

New York State Sen-
ate Majority Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cous-
ins inducted U.S. Army 
National Guard Ser-
geant Massiel Pimen-
tel, of Yonkers, into the 
New York State Senate 
Veterans Hall of Fame 
Class of 2026 on Tues-
day, May 26 in Albany. 
This induction honors 
Sergeant Pimentel’s 
military service, advo-
cacy for veterans and 
military families, and 
continued commitment 
to public service.

“Sergeant Massiel 
Pimentel has dedicated 
her life to serving and 

Following weeks of budget hearings, the Yonkers City Council unanimously 
adopted the City of Yonkers FY2026-2027 Budget. The $1.64 billion Adopted 
Budget invests in quality-of-life services, public safety, infrastructure, and edu-
cation, while preserving all active municipal services and the municipal work-
force.

The FY2026-2027 Adopted Budget provides $56.3 million in additional sup-
port for Yonkers Public Schools, freeing up critical resources for classroom 
instruction and student support. This funding includes $17.3 million to improve 
school infrastructure and expand Wi-Fi connectivity, and $6.3 million for text-
books, laptops, and educational equipment, while freeing up additional resourc-
es for classroom instruction and student services.

“Most importantly, we are making a historic investment in Yonkers Public 
Schools, supporting our students, strengthening our classrooms, and preparing 
our schools for the future,” said Mayor Mike Spano. “This budget reflects our 
commitment to protecting taxpayers while continuing to invest in the services 
residents rely on every day.”

The Adopted Budget reduces the proposed 5.25% tax rate increase to 4.75 
percent. The budget also includes appropriations to settle uniform union con-
tracts.

Mayor Spano added, “I want to thank Governor Kathy Hochul, Senate Ma-
jority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and our state delegation for recognizing 
the needs of our City.

Between the additional school aid and the State’s increased AIM funding, this 
support will allow us to continue making meaningful investments in education 
without sacrificing essential city services.”

As part of the State’s enhanced Temporary Municipal Assistance funding, 
Yonkers will receive the maximum $15 million allocation from New York 

E m m y 
and Gold-
en Globe 
Award-win-
ning actor 
Jon Hamm 
was filming 
in Yonkers 
r e c e n t l y . 
Hamm was 
s h o o t i n g 
scenes from 
Season 3 
of Apple’s 
Friends and 
Neighbors at 
the Yonkers 

Beware of Car Breaks Ins All Day
Social Media 

Post Transcript 
Hi all

Unfortunate-
ly, my car was 
broken into in 
broad daylight 
yesterday around 
Yonkers middle 
high school and 
Lawrence Place . 
My work bag was 
stolen, including 
an external hard 
drive containing 
11 years worth of 
my work and im-
portant files. The 
bag is a black 
laptop tote bag. If 
anyone happens 
to see one being 
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As Other Malls Across the Country Struggle, 
Cross County Center in Yonkers Expanding

Craig Deitelzweig, President of Marx Realty, with Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano recently joined executives from Marx Realty (MNPP), 
community leaders, and elected officials to celebrate the groundbreaking of two new 
retail buildings that will anchor the next phase of redevelopment at the iconic Cross 
County Center.

The 58,000-square foot expansion project includes the construction of a 
14,000-square-foot retail building and a two-story, 44,000-square-foot flagship retail 
building on the center’s north lot, along with underground parking and a dramatic 
new 4-acre park designed to enhance customer and community experience.

The new buildings represent one of the most significant additions to Cross County 
Center in decades and mark the first major ground-up retail expansions at the property 
since the addition of restaurant buildings in 2015 and Target redevelopment in 2023.

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano said, “Today’s groundbreaking marks another exciting 
chapter for Cross County Center and for the City of Yonkers. The expansion at this 
iconic shopping destination represents continued investment in our community, cre-
ates new jobs, strengthens our local economy, and enhances the experience for resi-
dents and visitors alike. We are proud to support thoughtful development that keeps 
Yonkers thriving and reinforces Cross County Center’s role as a premier regional 
destination for shopping, dining, and entertainment.”

The larger two-story building is planned to accommodate a national apparel re-
tailer’s super flagship location, while the additional retail building will create oppor-
tunities for new tenants and experiences at the center. The project will also include 
a new park of lush landscaping, a boardwalk, seating areas, vertical transportation 
access, pedestrian enhancements, and improved walkability throughout the north lot 
redevelopment area.

“We are excited to officially break ground on a project that reflects the continued 
evolution of Cross County Center,” said Craig Deitelzweig, CEO of Marx Realty. 
“These new buildings will help us meet the incredible demand from retailers look-
ing to be part of Cross County Center while creating an even more engaging and 
community-oriented environment for our visitors with a beautiful new 4-acre park.”

In addition to the new retail buildings, the redevelopment will introduce a dramatic 
4-acre park and boardwalk experience featuring an allée of trees, café-style seating, 
gathering areas, and flexible programming space for seasonal events, farmers mar-
kets, wellness programming, and Summer Fest activities. The green space is envi-
sioned as the new “front door” to the center.

Marx Realty is working with GTL Construction, TPG Architecture as architect of 
record and Dirtworks Landscape Architecture on the design of the new park and land-
scaped public spaces that will anchor the redevelopment project. 

First opened in 1954 as the nation’s first open-air shopping center, Cross County 
Center today welcomes approximately 14 million visitors annually and is home to 
more than 100 retail, dining, entertainment, and educational tenants. Recent additions 
and investments throughout the property continue to reinforce its role as one of the 
Northeast’s most successful lifestyle centers.

Located at the intersection of the Cross County Parkway and I-87, the 1.15 million-
square-foot center remains a major economic engine for Yonkers and Westchester 
County.

					     Break Ins, continued from pg 1-

sold, dumped, or findsan external hard drive or scattered paperwork, please 
reach out to me immediately.

I actually drove around checking garbage cans and was devastated to find a 
bunch of files from my bag thrown away. I&#39;m beyond upset and hoping 
somehow the hard drive turns up.

Please remember to lock your car doors and stay alert. It&#39;s heartbreak-
ing that there are people out there who have no regard for others who work 
hard for what they have. As soon as I get the video I will upload it so you can 
see the dirtbag who broke into my car and took my belongings.

___________________________________________________________

Gov. Hochul Safeguards NY’s Roads by Stopping New York 

City’s Super Speeders Through Intelligent Speed Assistance 

Governor Kathy Hochul today signed legislation as part of the FY27 En-
acted Budget to strengthen public safety across New York.

Governor Hochul’s FY27 Enacted Budget continues investments to support 
effective policing, combat crime, and ensure justice for victims and survivors. 
This year’s budget will help New York achieve these goals by:

Establishing a new Crime Analysis Center in Westchester County to com-
plete statewide coverage of New York’s Crime Analysis Center Network. This 
center will provide local and regional law enforcement with real-time crime 
analysis, investigative support, and stronger information sharing with counties 
and State partners.

Authorization for New York City to establish a pilot program requiring the 
installation of Intelligent Speed Assistance devices in the vehicles of so-called 
“super speeders” – drivers with a documented pattern of flouting speeding laws 
and putting New Yorkers at risk. The pilot will directly target this danger-
ous driving behavior by preventing these drivers from driving over the posted 
speed limit, helping to avert tragedies before they happen and making city 
streets safer for everyone. Based on the results from this pilot initiative, New 
York will explore allowing other interested communities around the state to 
opt into an Intelligent Speed Assistance program.

The “Stop Super Speeders” law, officially signed by Governor Kathy Hochul, 
mandates the installation of speed-limiting devices (Intelligent Speed Assis-
tance) in the vehicles of habitual, repeat speeders.The Legislation Details:The 
Threshold: Drivers who accumulate \(16\) or more speed camera violations 
in a single \(12\)-month period are classified as “super speeders”.Mandatory 
Device: Affected drivers are required to install speed restrictors in their ve-
hicles, which interface with GPS to physically prevent the car from exceeding 
the posted speed limit.Timeline & Penalties: Once notified, drivers have \(45\) 
days to install the technology and must keep it in the vehicle for at least \(12\) 
months. Failure to comply will result in the loss of their vehicle registration.
Rollout: The legislation first targets New York City as a pilot program, with 
options for other municipalities across New York State to opt-in in the future

Yonkers, and Westchester, should consider opting in to this program.
___________________________________________________________
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Con Edison Invests $3.9 Billion in System 
          Upgrades for Summer 2026  

On This Date in Yonkers History...

        By Mary Hoar, City of Yonkers Municipal Historian, 1977 recipient of the 
Key to the City of Yonkers, President Emeritus Yonkers Historical Society, recipi-
ent of the 2004 Key to History, Yonkers Landmarks Preservation Board Member, 
Founder of Revolutionary Yonkers 250 and President Untermyer Performing Arts 
Council

Monday, June 8th                                                                                                                                         
June 8, 1943: Councilman Edith Welty stated raising the rents of Mulford Gardens 

tenants whose earnings exceeded the maximum allowed incomes violated the law! 
Welty stated, “…as soon as tenants in a housing project made more money, they had 
to move out” and replaced by other low income tenants. Matthew Kelly, Secretary-
Director of our Municipal Housing Authority, claimed no names were on the waiting 
list.  

June 8, 1943:  For the first time in many years, a Carpet Shop employee died from 
Anthrax!  Fifty-one year old Anthony Pietrzak of Ash Street passed away after a 
one-day illness; the Yonkers Health Department announced Pietrzak contracted the 
disease on his chin.  Four other cases, also contracted at Alexander Smith factory 
from the wool used to make rugs, were not fatal.  

June 8, 2001:  Yonkers native Lieutenant General William Lennox, Jr., assumed 
duties as the 56th Superintendent of the United States Military Academy, West Point. 
Lennox attended Yonkers parochial schools until he attended the US Military Acad-
emy.

Tuesday, June 9th  
June 9, 1932:  Park Hill residents put the City of Yonkers on notice the Park Hill 

Residents Association would sue to lower property assessments if the city shut down 
the Park Hill elevator!

June 9, 1943:  The month long search for seventeen year old Yonkers resident 
Lillian Hynes ended when YPD Detectives Frank Ciliberti and Edward McEnery 
recognized her on the streets of Manhattan!  Ciliberti received a tip one of Lillian’s 
close friends had quit her job the same time Hynes disappeared, a friend who lived in 
a furnished room on Manhattan’s West 47th Street.  That area became their investiga-
tive focus… the hunch paid off!  

Hynes wouldn’t give police an explanation for her disappearance. 

Wednesday, June 10th  
June 10, 1919:  Tidewater Oil Company announced its plans to build a storage tank 

on Ludlow Wharf.

Con Edison is investing a record $3.9 billion in its electric delivery system 
across New York City and Westchester County to keep service reliable for cus-
tomers this summer, as extreme heat becomes more frequent and severe.

The company made targeted investments to prepare for rising summer demand. 
Con Edison forecasts peak demand could exceed 2025 levels, driven by intense 
heat and humidity that increases air-conditioning use in homes and businesses.

These investments are designed to meet future weather conditions and deliver 
value to customers for decades. Research from Con Edison and Columbia Univer-
sity shows New York could see 17 days a year above 95 degrees by 2030 and 27 
such days by 2040, compared with just four historically.

“Our ongoing investments help deliver safe, reliable service, even as summers 
grow hotter and the demand for power increases,” said Matthew Ketschke, the 
president of Con Edison. “We build advanced technology into our grid to increase 
efficiency and capacity. We use data to identify the upgrades that will have the 
greatest benefit for our customers.” 

The company’s investments include 88 new underground transformers; 142 new 
overhead transformers; 123 spans of underground and aerial cable; and 381 spans 
of open cable. Con Edison crews have also installed 180 new poles. 

The company selects its investments based on the age, performance history, and 
the demand placed on each piece of equipment in the system. Along with prepar-
ing for heat, the company invests in fortifying its energy systems against rain and 
windstorms, snowstorms, flooding and other hazardous weather.

The upgrades reach all parts of the company’s 604-square-mile service region. 
Here are some of the investments:

Westchester: Upgrades to the county’s overhead delivery system will limit out-
ages, as will the installation of additional switching and isolation equipment.

Save Energy and Money
As temperatures rise, customers use more air conditioning to stay comfortable, 

especially as extreme heat and humidity become more common. Higher usage 
during hot weather leads to higher monthly bills.

Conserving energy during heat waves – even with small actions – can help re-
duce usage when costs are highest. Conservation also helps Con Edison keep ser-
vice reliable for customers.

Conservation Tips
Keep shades, blinds and curtains closed. Heat from windows can represent up to 

40 percent of the energy used for cooling.
Set your thermostat at the highest comfortable temperature.
Clean or replace AC air filters regularly.
Use ceiling fans to circulate cool air.
Shift major appliance use such as dishwashers, washing machines and charging 

EVs to off-peak hours to conserve energy and money.
Seal air leaks to keep cool air in, and warm air out.
Energy Efficiency Programs for Every Customer   
Con Edison’s energy efficiency programs provide incentives for upgrades like 

new HVAC systems, smart thermostats and weatherization to help save on bills. 
The company offers programs for every type of customer – residential, owners 

of multi-family properties, small business, and large commercial..
Visit ConEd.com to learn more. 
_____________________________________________________________

Ann Hochman and Florence Rosenthal being challenged by Alderman Wil-
liam Slater and patrolman Harry Uhrich attempting to enter Aqueduct Road 
in Yonkers while wearing shorts, on June 2, 1936.
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Keeping Up With Cienna Rose This Pride Month 

By: Dennis Richmond, Jr.

Five years ago, when I first interviewed Cienna [Rosalina] Rose with Yonkers 
Times, she was a 21-year-old trans advocate from Yonkers, determined to use her 
voice to educate folx and create change. At the time, she told me she wanted to 
be famous. More importantly, she wanted to be heard. She ended up on Yonkers 
Voice after her feature.

Today, at 25, the woman many know as Cienna Rose is continuing to build a 
platform rooted in storytelling, advocacy, faith, and self-discovery.

A Yonkers native and graduate of New Rochelle High School, Rose now lives 
in Tampa, Florida, where she says she feels most at home. Like many Yonkers 
residents, she has traveled back and forth between New York and Florida. While 
her social media presence has continued to grow, she believes some of the most 
important developments in her life have happened away from the spotlight.

Over the past year, Rose has worked on several projects aimed at challenging 
misconceptions about trans folx. Among them is an upcoming collaboration with 
a major recording studio in Atlanta. Although confidentiality agreements prevent 
her from naming the company or project, she said the content focuses on breaking 
down stereotypes and sharing authentic stories from members of the trans com-
munity.

“It focuses on what real stories from trans people look like,” Rose said.
Her advocacy has also expanded beyond issues directly affecting trans folx.
Last year, she partnered with Free & Just and traveled to Atlanta to help cover 

stories about how abortion laws in certain states have impacted women’s lives. 
The experience, she said, reinforced the importance of supporting all women.

“It showed me that beyond being trans, I can stand on women’s rights—all 
women’s rights,” she said. “I don’t have to limit myself to only talking about trans 
rights.”

Away from advocacy work, Rose says she has deepened her relationship with 
God. She described learning to trust the process, even when she does not fully 
understand where life is leading her.

“I’ve become comfortable not always understanding what God is doing in my 
life,” she said. “I just trust that I’m highly favored and that things will work in my 
favor.”

That renewed confidence has inspired her to pursue another longtime passion: 
music. Rose recently began recording in professional studios and hopes to release 
her first music project later this year.

“I’ve always had a natural talent for music,” she said. “Getting into the studio 
and developing that talent has been exciting.”

Rose also recently returned to Tampa after spending time elsewhere. She said 
the city’s vibrant LGBTQ+ community, supportive friendships, and opportunities 
for content creation made it clear where she belonged.

In recent months, she has expanded her YouTube presence, posting storytime 
videos that generated more than 300,000 views in just three months.

Still, she says her greatest accomplishment has been learning to love herself 
more fully. She credits positive affirmations, self-reflection, and personal growth 
with helping her overcome self-doubt and embrace her potential.

Back in 2021, Rose ended our interview with a prediction: she was going to be 
famous.

Five years later, her confidence is the same. Only now, it feels like less of a 
dream and more like a woman steadily becoming exactly who she always believed 
she could be.

Dennis Richmond, Jr. (@NewYorkStakz) is a journalist, historian, and edu-
cator from Yonkers, NY. He writes to uplift unheard voices, honor history, and 
inspire change.

______________________________________________________________

Happy the Elephant, Farewell, My Friend

Letter to the Editor:

I want to first acknowledge that the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) as 
a global organization does great work in the field of conservation and routinely 
assists with the rescue and rehabilitation of trafficked animals.  However, WCS 
needs to step up and actually “stand for wildlife” by not allowing animals to be 
kept in captivity for human amusement. 

The death of Happy the Asian Elephant is deeply saddening, not only for the 
loss of a magnificent elephant whose life was anything but happy, but for the dis-
appointing response by the Bronx Zoo’s interim president.  The lawsuits brought 
in defense of Happy’s rights as a self-aware individual are NOT frivolous.  Zoo 
management should welcome the opportunity to being anew by releasing Patty, 
now the lone elephant confined at the zoo, to an accredited elephant sanctuary.  
Additionally, the standard established by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(AZA) does not permit a lone female elephant to be held in captivity. 

The rationalization that animals like Happy and Patty are ambassadors for their 
species is a pipedream at best.  Zoos are an antiquated relic, and visitors are more 
entertained by animatronic dinosaurs than living, breathing, thinking animals that 
deserve better.

Christina DeRespiris, New Rochelle
___________________________________________________________
LTE: Vote for the Best. Vote for Beth!

The race for New York’s 17th Congressional District is critical. The incumbent 
isn’t a pushover, so we need the best possible candidate to run.  After careful con-
sideration, I believe that our best candidate is Beth Davidson.

I took this decision very seriously. I met with the candidates, attended forums, 
and followed each campaign closely. Beth stood out for her positions, her charac-
ter, her experience, and her leadership skills.

Voters consistently say that they want representatives who are problem solvers 
that are responsible, dependable, and available. Beth embodies all of those quali-
ties. She brings both legislative and campaign experience, a deep understanding 
of the district, and more than twenty years of living in our community. Beth lives 
in Rockland County and has won office there multiple times, which is critical in a 
county where Lawler lives and has also won. Beth has the credibility to compete 
and prevail in Rockland. And she has now established her credentials in Westches-
ter, Putnam, and Dutchess.

Beth’s priorities reflect what matters most to Hudson Valley families: tackling 
the affordability crisis, protecting our environment, Social Security and Medicare, 
defending reproductive freedom, safeguarding our democracy and the rights of 
all residents, and restoring integrity to government at home and abroad. She com-
bines a clear vision with the steady leadership and judgment needed to navigate 
difficult challenges.

Congress was designed by our founders to be close to the people. And members 
of Congress must be responsive, accountable, and grounded in real community 
needs. As a legislator, Beth has already proven that she is committed to putting 
people before party and special interests. In contrast, Lawler and MAGA Republi-
cans have focused on partisan agendas that favor the wealthy and special interests. 
We need an experienced representative who has lived here, fully understands our 
needs, and will focus on solutions, not distractions, disruptions, and profiteering. 
Beth Davidson has the experience, integrity, and strength to stand up to Lawler 
and his tricks and lies.  Beth will fight to win. Beth will flip this seat. And Beth will 
serve with purpose.  Democrats; on June 23 come out to vote in this Primary and 
unite behind the candidate who will take us to victory in November.

Come out to vote. Come out to vote for Beth Davidson! 
Mark A. Lieberman, Yorktown
_______________________________________________________________
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Some Advice for Governor Hohcul and Bruce 
Blakeman: Sit Down with Working Families 

City Budget, continued from pg 1-

State. Combined with approximately $40 million in additional state support, 
the City intends to direct significant resources toward strengthening Yonkers 
Public Schools.

Yonkers City Council President and Budget Chair Lakisha Collins-Bellamy 
said, “Faced with a proposed 5.25% tax increase, the City Council examined 
every line of this budget and found a path to 4.75% while still protecting essen-
tial services, maintaining our historic commitment to Yonkers Public Schools, 
and putting real money back in the pockets of our residents. In a time of rising 
federal uncertainty and mounting cost pressures, a 0.5% reduction may sound 
modest, but to a senior on a fixed income or a working family already stretched 
thin, it matters. That is exactly the kind of fiscal discipline and advocacy this 
Council is here to provide.”

Yonkers City Council Majority Leader John Rubbo said, “This was one of the 
most challenging budgets I have faced during my time on the City Council. Ris-
ing costs in areas like special education, healthcare, and school transportation 
put significant pressure on the City’s finances and require difficult decisions. I 
also want to thank our partners in New York State for recognizing the challenges 
facing cities like Yonkers and providing critical support that helped us navigate 
this difficult budget year. As a Yonkers homeowner myself, I understand the 
impact that higher taxes have on families here, which is why I approached this 
budget with that responsibility in mind. While raising property taxes is never 
something I take lightly, this budget protects the services residents depend on 
most, including public safety, our schools, parks, and quality of life. I want 
to thank Mayor Spano for his leadership throughout this process and my col-
leagues on the City Council for working together to deliver a responsible budget 
that keeps Yonkers moving forward despite these challenges.”

Yonkers City Council Minority Leader Mike Breen said, “Today, the Yon-
kers City Council adopted a budget that continues to fund the essential services 
our residents rely on every day, including public safety, sanitation, parks, and 
infrastructure. While no one welcomes a tax increase, we were faced with dif-
ficult financial realities and worked to balance the needs of our community with 
our responsibility to maintain the services that make Yonkers a great place to 
live, work, and raise a family. I remain committed to finding ways to improve 
efficiency, control costs, and lessen the burden on taxpayers moving forward.”

Budget Snapshot
$1.64 billion total budget
4.75% adopted tax rate increase
$56.3 million in additional support for Yonkers Public Schools
$17.3 million in school capital improvements and Wi-Fi enhancements
Includes appropriations to settle uniform union contracts
Preserves all active municipal services and workforce

Editor’s Note: Despite an online petition opposed to the tax increase, signed 
by less than 200, and a publicized public hearing at Saunders High School, with 
50 people, and 18 speakers in attendance, the vocal opposition to the proposed 
and adopted budget never materialized. This reporter can remember when the 
Saunders auditorium was packed with 500 parents, students and employees. 

Yonkers resident John Isaac said it best when he came to the podium at Saun-
ders to speak on the budget. “Nobody’s here.” The only conclusion we can draw 
is that the residents are satisfied with the services they are receving, and under-
stand the tax increase is necesssary. 

And the council acted accordingly. 
_____________________________________________________________

By Frankie Spotorno | UBC Member, Local 2790 

To Governor Hochul & Bruce Blakeman
Bruce, I’ll give you credit. You’ve been actively campaigning on our electric bill. 

While I appreciate that, there are thousands of rank-and-file members of the build-
ing trades waiting for the phone to ring. We don’t need another speech. We need 
good-paying jobs. Not broken promises year after year.

As you both know, I may be a Republican, but I’m for the working families of 
America and New York State. I’m getting thousands of questions from my brothers 
and sisters asking one thing: Should we vote for Hochul or Blakeman?

My answer is simple. I’m throwing my support to the candidate who will sit 
down with me and discuss the issue that hits every kitchen table: work. I will back 
the candidate who stands with both public sector unions and private sector unions. 
The private sector is the backbone of our economy. Without contractors building, 
roads paving, and projects starting, the tax base collapses and the middle class gets 
squeezed out.

Let’s be honest about who’s hurting right now. It’s not just union carpenters wait-
ing on a call from the hall. It’s the senior citizen on a fixed income watching proper-
ty taxes climb every year while Social Security barely moves. It’s the hardworking 
residents of New York State living paycheck to paycheck on jobs that aren’t making 
ends meet. It’s the young couple in Yonkers who both work full time and still can’t 
afford a one-bedroom apartment. 

For too many years, especially in the City of Yonkers, our IDA tax dollars went 
to out-of-state, non-union contractors paying well below area standard wages. That 
is not how you protect seniors or families living check to check. When Albany or 
the county gives a tax break, that money belongs to the waitress, the plumber, the 
carpenter, the nurse’s aide, the retiree paying taxes on a home they bought 40 years 
ago. If we give the break, we should demand the job pays prevailing wage and goes 
to a New York company. 

Prevailing wage is not a handout. It’s the floor that keeps wages from racing to 
the bottom. When contractors pay area standard wages, the carpenter spends mon-
ey at the local deli. The electrician buys groceries in Mount Vernon. The laborer 
pays rent in Yonkers. That’s how we lift seniors and paycheck-to-paycheck families 
without raising taxes. Good jobs create strong communities. Low-wage, cash jobs 
create strain.

Whoever wants to meet — whether it’s Governor Hochul or Bruce Blakeman — 
and will give me their word that every local IDA dollar goes to signatory contrac-
tors, or to non-signatory companies that pay prevailing wage on any project using 
IDA money, will get my endorsement. 

I’m not looking for guarantees written in stone. I’m looking for your word that 
you will do everything in your power to make sure New York tax dollars go to repu-
table companies located in New York State. Set that meeting up. I already reached 
out to the Bruce Blakeman campaign. Governor Hochul, my door is open in Albany. 
I’ll take that ride.

My brothers and sisters want to know which way they should vote. They deserve 
an answer before Election Day. So do the seniors choosing between medicine and 
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    Yonkers’ Oldest Black Organizations 
    Unite for Juneteenth Celebration

                  Yonkers Pride Festival -June 13

		           See Story on Page 8		           See Story on Page 8

Cost sharing and deductibles may vary based on the level of Medicaid & Extra Help that the beneficiary receives. Food & produce (grocery items), gas-at-the-pump, utilities, rent/mortgage assistance, pest control products, indoor air quality products, ride 
share, public transportation, transportation for non-medical needs are part of Special Supplemental Benefits for the Chronically Ill (SSBCI). In order to be eligible to receive SSBCI benefits, enrollees must be determined to be chronically ill, have a chronic 
condition (e.g., diabetes, chronic heart failure, cardiovascular disorder, chronic and disabling mental health conditions, stroke, or other eligible conditions), and meet coverage criteria. Not all Members enrolled in the VillageCareMAX Medicare Health 
Advantage or Medicare Select Advantage plans may quality. Members enrolled in the VillageCareMAX Medicare Total Advantage plan will qualify. Some dental service limits and prior authorization requirements apply. VillageCareMAX is an HMO plan with 
Medicare and New York State Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in VillageCareMAX depends on contract renewal. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings, call 1-855-296-8800 (TTY: 711). VillageCareMAX complies with Federal civil 
rights laws and does not exclude people or treat them differently because of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak English, free language assistance services are available to you. Appropriate auxiliary aids and services to 
provide information in accessible formats are also available free of charge. Call 1-855-296-8800 (TTY: 711) or speak to your provider. ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-855-296-8800 
(TTY: 711). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。 請致電 1-855-296-8800 (TTY: 711).

www.villagecaremax.org 1-866-656-8501 (TTY 711)
Call to enroll. 7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

OTC Card up to $305/month
Benefits include, but are not limited to:

Public Transportation

Rent/Mortgage Assistance Indoor Air Quality Products Carry Over
Unused amounts carry over 
month to month but expire at the 
end of the year

Pest Control ProductsHome Utilities

Gas-at-the-Pump

Are you getting the most out of your Medicare plan?

H2168_MKT26-15_M

SEE WHAT’S 
POSSIBLE WHEN 
HEALTH CARE 
GETS PERSONAL.
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		  Lecture: George vs. Guy:
		  The Fate of the Black Loyalists

Yonkers Waterfront Live Free Summer 
Concert Series Returns June 5, 2026

SATURDAY JUNE 27 , 2026

TH

Sonesta White Plains Downtown

66 Hale Ave, White Plains, NY 10601

EXPOEXPO

HOMEOWNERSHIPHOMEOWNERSHIP

20262026

Learn about down payment assistance grant

programs and how to obtain them to make

your dream of homeownership a reality!

Learn about down payment assistance grant

programs and how to obtain them to make

your dream of homeownership a reality!

The Schedule

11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Exhibitor Trade Show Booths

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

CEO Opening & Grant Presentation

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Lender Presentations

2:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Fair Housing & Know Your Rights

Presentation

FREE FREE   ADMISSIONADMISSION  FREE  ADMISSION 

Learn more at:

https://www.communityhousing.org/event/chis-2026-

homeownership-expo

Register Now

(914) 595-0992

intake@communityhousing.org

Attendees will also have the opportunity to

participate in raffles and giveaways

throughout the event.

Wednesday, June 10, 2026- 7:00 PM | In-person at Philipse Manor Hall and 
online via YouTube Live. When the Preliminary Articles of Peace were signed 
in November of 1782, they included a clause – inserted by the American del-
egation – that prevented the British from carrying off any property – “includ-
ing negroes” – as they evacuated from the colonies. But the British had already 
promised thousands of people of African descent freedom through Dunmore’s 
Proclamation and the Philipsburg Proclamation. What would happen to the 
Black Loyalists? Learn how General George Washington pursued every av-
enue to prevent the Black Loyalists from leaving, and how and why British 
General Sir Guy Carleton let them. Speaker Bio: Michael A. Lord is the His-
toric Site Director at Philipse Manor Hall. A well-seasoned Public Historian, 
Mr. Lord has decades of experience in research and content development at 
numerous museums and historic sites. He is a graduate of Amherst College 
and the College of William & Mary with degrees in African American stud-
ies, American History, and American studies, and specializes in presenting the 
complex and often underrepresented stories of the colonial African Ameri-
can experience. Tickets: In-person tickets are free for everyone, courtesy the 
Friends of Philipse Manor Hall. To reserve your spot call 914-965-4027 or 
email philipsemanorhall@parks.ny.gov. Virtual access is free and open to ev-
eryone. 

Access at the link at https://www.youtube.com/live/DoYljjEZ5PE
__________________________________________________________

The Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront Business Improvement District is ex-
cited to once again bring the Yonkers waterfront to life with an exciting sea-
son of live music, cultural celebration, and community gatherings through 
the return of Yonkers Waterfront Live. The annual concert series will take 
place rain or shine from June 5 through August 14, 2026, from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. at the Waterfront Amphitheater, located at 71 Water Grant Street 
in Yonkers. Featuring an exciting lineup of Latin, Soul, Jazz, Blues, Disco, 
Caribbean, and global music performances, the series offers something for 
music lovers of all ages.

Visit https://yonkersdowntown.com/ for more information. 
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Sgt. Pimentel, continued from pg 1-

      Jon Hamm Visits Yonkers Film School, continued from pg 1

protecting others, both in uniform and here at home in our community. After im-
migrating from the Dominican Republic at age 12, she served our nation follow-
ing September 11th and overseas in Iraq, demonstrating extraordinary courage 
and commitment,” said Senate Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins. “Today, Massiel 
continues to serve with the Yonkers Police Department. She has become a passion-
ate advocate for veterans, particularly female veterans, working to improve access 
to quality medical care, mental health resources, and support services for women 
who have served in the armed forces. It is my privilege to induct Sergeant Massiel 
Pimentel as the honoree for Senate District 35.”

Sergeant Pimentel served in the United States Army National Guard from 2002 
to 2010. Following the September 11 terrorist attacks, she was assigned to anti-
terrorism operations at John F. Kennedy International Airport. From 2009 to 2010, 
she was deployed to Camp Meade in Baghdad, Iraq, where she served as an ar-
morer in support of deployed military personnel. In recognition of her exemplary 
military service, Sergeant Pimentel received numerous honors and commenda-
tions, including the Army Commendation Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed 
Forces Service Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal with Campaign Star, and an Honor-
able Discharge.

Following her military service, Sergeant Pimentel continued to serve through 
her involvement with Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1666 in Yonkers, where she 
has become an advocate for veterans, with a focus on serving female veterans. 
Through her advocacy and outreach, she has helped bring greater awareness to 
PTSD and other service-related conditions while supporting fellow veterans and 
military families throughout the community.

Sergeant Massiel Pimentel said, “It is truly an honor to be inducted into the New 
York State Senate Veterans Hall of Fame. Serving my country and continuing to 
support my fellow veterans has been one of the greatest privileges of my life. I am 
deeply grateful to Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins for this recognition and for 
her continued support of veterans and military families throughout Westchester 
and New York State.”

In addition to her advocacy work, Sergeant Pimentel joined the Yonkers Police 
Department in 2008 and currently serves in the NYSPIN Unit, as well as assist-
ing in coordinating missing persons investigations. She also remains involved in 
adaptive sports programs for disabled veterans, helping promote rehabilitation, 
community engagement, and suicide prevention efforts for veterans.

The New York State Senate Veterans Hall of Fame is an annual event that honors 
individuals from each State Senate District who have served our nation in uniform 
and continue to serve their communities across New York. Tuesday’s induction 
ceremony took place at the State Capitol in Albany, where Sergeant Pimentel was 
celebrated alongside fellow veterans from across the state.

_______________________________________________________________

    Yonkers’ Oldest Black Organizations 
    Unite for Juneteenth Celebration

Two of the oldest Black organizations in the City of Yonkers are coming 
together this Juneteenth to celebrate freedom, history, and community through 
a special event designed to educate, inspire, and give back.  

The Luther V. Garrison Sr. Masonic Foundation, James H. Farrell Lodge 
#34, Messiah Baptist Church, and The Yonkers African American Committee 
will host a free community Juneteenth celebration on Saturday, June 20, 2026, 
at 10:00 a.m. at Messiah Baptist Church, located at 76 Warburton Avenue in 
Yonkers. 

The event highlights a historic partnership between Messiah Baptist Church, 
which is celebrating 152 years of service, and James H. Farrell Lodge #34, 
which is marking 150 years of brotherhood and community leadership. Orga-
nizers say the celebration is intended to bring together residents of all ages for 
fellowship, learning, and reflection.  

Guests will enjoy a complimentary community breakfast while taking part 
in educational presentations, storytelling, music, and discussions focused on 
African American history and the lasting contributions of Black residents in 
Yonkers and beyond. Featured presenters include Yonkers historian Mary 
Hoar, who will discuss “First Blacks of Note in the City of Yonkers,” and Ken 
Davis, who will share the history of Yonkers’ first three Black police officers. 
Additional participants include Richard Crews, King Lagee, Subomi Macau-
lay, Symra Brandon, and Pastor Frank E. Coleman Jr.  

Juneteenth commemorates the emancipation of enslaved African Americans 
in the United States and serves as a celebration of Black freedom, resilience, 
achievement, and culture. Community members, families, and local leaders 
are encouraged to attend this free event honoring the past while strengthening 
community ties for the future.

____________________________________________________________

Emmy and Golden Globe Award-winning actor Jon Hamm was filming 
in Yonkers recently. Hamm was shooting scenes from Season 3 of Apple’s 
Friends and Neighbors at the Yonkers Train Station. During his time in Yon-
kers, Hamm visited the Robert Halmi Academy of Film & Television on May 
27.

During his visit, Mr. Hamm toured the school, explored and spent time en-
gaging with students and staff in classrooms across the building.

Mayor Mike Spano said, “His thoughtful insights, encouragement, and gen-
uine connection with our students made a lasting impact on our school com-
munity. Despite his incredible success in Hollywood, he was warm, humble, 
and approachable throughout the day. Thank you, Jon Hamm, for inspiring the 
next generation of filmmakers and storytellers.”

Hamm is best known for his portrayal of Don Draper in Mad Men, which 
was created by Matthew Weiner, and set the Draper’s home in Ossining.

___________________________________________________________

			   To Hochul and Blakeman, continued from pg 5

taxes. So do the families working overtime and still coming up short.
Let’s remember the math. In New York State there are approximately 1.7 

to 1.8 million unionized workers. Organized labor represents about 20.6% to 
22.5% of the state’s total wage and salary workforce. That gives New York one 
of the highest union density rates in the country, trailing only Hawaii. 

That’s not a special interest. That’s one in five workers. That’s the families 
who keep the lights on, the water running, and the buildings standing. That’s 
the taxpayers funding IDA breaks. That’s the seniors who built this state and 
now need us to protect it.

Sit down with us. Talk jobs. Talk IDA reform. Talk prevailing wage. Talk 
about how we keep seniors in their homes and get families off the paycheck-to-
paycheck treadmill. Show us you understand that a paycheck is more powerful 
than any promise.

Your friend,  Frankie Spotorno, Yonkers, UBC Member, Local 2790
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THE CITY OF YONKERS/YONKERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BUREAU OF 
PURCHASING, One Larkin Center, 3RD Floor, Yonkers,

New York 10701 (Located in the Yonkers Riverfront Library Building across 
from the Metro-North train station) will receive

sealed Bids and Proposals for the following projects until 2:00 PM, on the 
dates below.

Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read at the address above in the 3rd 
Floor Finance Conference Room.

The building is open from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for receiving packages via 
courier services and in person. If delivering bids in person, individuals must see 
the Public Safety Officer in the library atrium, who will contact Purchasing to 
meet the individual at the 3rd floor elevator.

Those interested in listening to the Sealed Bids opening and the reading of 
bids can dial Conference Call number 1-701-802- 5221 and enter Access Code 
1354203 when prompted.

Solicitation documents are available for downloading from the Empire State 
Purchasing Group website at http://www.empirestatebidsystem.com/. The City 
welcomes and encourages participation by local and minority and women

owned business enterprises.

1. Bid No. RFB-7640 – Opening date: 06/19/2026: Purchase of Structural 
Firefighting Protective Gloves (or Yonkers

Approved Equal) (TN).

2. Bid No. RFB-7637: Opening Date: 07/10/2026: Refurbishing 2008 Ameri-
can LaFrance Tower Ladder (FB).

3. Bid No. RFB-7638 – Opening date: 07/10/2026: Refurbishing 2007 Smeal 
Rear Mount (FB).

4. Bid No. RFB–7617B – Opening Date: 05/17/2026: Furnish and install a 
FLIR M364C marine thermal camera, or

Yonkers approved equal, on the Police ESU Marine boat. Account: Capital 
Expenses. (VB)

5. Bid No. RFB-7646 – Opening date: 06/19/2026: Allison transmission parts 
and repair services as needed (FB).

6. Bid No. RFB-7647 – Opening date: 06/19/2026: Volvo Parts and service as 
needed (FB).

Notice of formation of W4J9R1 Holdings, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 04/23/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 2 Gedney Park Drive, White Plains, NY 10605. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of Hardcore In The 914 LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 1/5/2026. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Hardcore In The 914 8 Arden Drive, Hartsdale New York 10530. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

Notice of formation of Rat Attack Snacks, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 3/2/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 516 Park Avenue Yonkers NY 10703. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity

Notice of formation of Monte Builders Group, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 02/18/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 23 Bronxville Ln Yonkers, 
NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of Senara & Co, LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 01/29/2026. NY office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. The address to which the SSNY shall mail a copy 
of any process against the LLC served is 455 Tarrytown Road, Suite 1307,White 
Plains, NY 10607. Purpose/character of LLC: Any lawful purpose.  

Notice of formation of Digital Infrastructure Services LLC, Arts. of Org. filed 
with NY Dept. of State on 10/22/25. Office: Westchester County. NY DOS des-
ignated as agent for service of process; DOS shall mail copy of process to 7 
Ridgeway Cir White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Meri Health, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
5/27/26. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the 
LLC, PO Box 134 Maryknoll, NY10545. Purpose: Any lawful activity

YONKERS MAYOR SPANO’S SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT AWARD PRESENTED TO SCHOOL 16 

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano joined Superintendent of Schools Aníbal Soler, Jr. to present his School Spotlight Award to the deserving administration, fac-
ulty, staff, parents, and students at School 16. Under the leadership of Principal Dr. Vanessa Vasquez, School 16 has achieved notable progress in two pivotal 
areas: Innovation & Future Ready Skills and Student Agency, Leadership & Civic Engagement.

“With Principal Dr. Vanessa Vasquez at the helm, School 16 is setting a remarkable example for our city by advancing innovation and equipping students 
with future‑ready skills,” said Mayor Mike Spano. “Their commitment to fostering student agency, leadership, and civic engagement not only enriches each 
student’s educational experience but also strengthens the fabric of our Yonkers community. School 16’s work shows what is possible when a school empowers 
young people to lead, think critically, and contribute meaningfully to the world around them.”

Initiatives that have contributed to School 16’s success include:
Innovation & Future Ready Skills - School 16 advances future‑ready learning through its Recycled Roots: Yonkers Landmarks Gallery Walk, an interdis-

ciplinary Pre‑K–8 project that connects classroom instruction to real‑world environmental challenges in Yonkers. Students engaged in hands‑on, develop-
mentally appropriate activities, conducted research, created original work, and presented their learning in a public gallery walk. The initiative strengthens 
the school’s foundation in sustainability education and supports its broader Future Ready vision, including its pursuit of Green Ribbon School designation 
aligned with the pillars of Environmental Impact, Health and Wellness, and Sustainability Education.

 Student Agency, Leadership & Civic Engagement – The Recycled Roots: Yonkers Landmarks Gallery Walk strengthened student agency and civic engage-
ment by positioning students as active contributors to sustainability learning within their own community. Through a focus on Yonkers landmarks and Earth 
Day themes, students examined real local issues and deepened the connection between academic learning and civic responsibility. The gallery walk provided 
an authentic platform for students to present their work, elevating student voice, ownership, and leadership as ambassadors of sustainability.

 “Thank you to Mayor Mike Spano for shining a spotlight on the achievements of School 16,” said Board of Education President Dr. Rosalba Corrado Del 
Vecchio. “It gives me hope to see our students tackling real-world environmental challenges.”

Superintendent of Schools Aníbal Soler, Jr. added, “School 16 shows what’s possible when strong leadership, innovative teaching, and student voice create 
a thriving learning culture. Under Principal Dr. Vanessa Vasquez’s leadership, students are building future-ready skills while learning to lead and serve their 
community. This recognition reflects the efforts of students, staff, and families who bring Yonkers Magic to life every day.”
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NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

The Bank of New York Mellon Trust Company, N.A. f/k/a The Bank of New 
York Trust Company, N.A. as Trustee for Multi-class Mortgage Pass-Through 
Certificates, ChaseFlex Trust Series 2007-2,

						       Plaintiff,

Against

Ismael Vargas; Morel Carmen; Sonya Quintana

						       Defendant(s)

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale, duly entered 06/13/2024, I, 
the undersigned Referee, will sell at public auction, in the lobby of the Westches-
ter County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, NY 
10601 on 7/6/2026 at 9:30AM , premises known as 27 Radford Street, Yonkers, 
New York 10705 a/k/a 25 Radford Street, Yonkers, New York 10705, and de-
scribed as follows: 

ALL that certain plot piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and improve-
ments thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County of 
Westchester and State of New York. 

Section 1 Block 117 Lot 23, 24 and 25. 

The approximate amount of the current Judgment lien is $939,640.48 plus in-
terest and costs.  The Premises will be sold subject to provisions of the aforesaid 
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale; Index # 51062/2019

Stuart Ball, Esq., Referee.
SHELDON MAY & ASSOCIATES Attorneys at Law, 255 Merrick Road, Rock-

ville Centre, NY  11570
Dated: 4/23/2026    File Number: 35091    CA

LEGAL NOTICE

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
 PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED WATER RENT INCREASES

I, Thomas Meier, Commissioner of the Department of Public Works in the City 
of Yonkers, do hereby call a public hearing on the proposed scale of water rent on 
Wednesday, June 17, 2026, in the Department of Public Works Rm. 311, City Hall, 40 
South Broadway, Yonkers, New York, at 5:30 p.m.

The Proposed Scale of Water Rents is available for inspection by the public until 
June 17, 2026 at: The Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 40 S. Broadway, Yonkers 
NY 10701. 

							     
THOMAS MEIER, COMMISSIONER
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

	 Dated: June 01, 2026

PROPOSED SCALE OF WATER RENTS

					                       Current Rates     Proposed Rates
First 1 Million cubic feet (per 100 cubic feet)		  $5.12		  $5.31
Over 1 Million cubic feet (per 100 cubic feet)		  $5.12		  $5.31
Minimum Semi-Annual Charge			   $128.59		 $133.30

Nicodemo, continued from pg 1-

oritizes people’s needs.
Flooding remains a serious issue throughout this district, with many com-

munities impacted several times each year. Under County Executives George 
Latimer and Ken Jenkins, Westchester has made critical investments in flood 
mitigation infrastructure, and that commitment must continue. Residents de-
serve leadership that takes these challenges seriously and plans for the future.

Infrastructure is another area where county government can directly impact 
the quality of life. We need modern transportation hubs that are fully acces-
sible for seniors and residents with disabilities. Improved roadways, parks, 
and public spaces benefit every resident and help strengthen our communities.

How was the petition process? 
The petition process is a grind. It begins during the winter months when 

daylight is limited, but despite the challenges, it has been one of the most 
rewarding parts of this campaign. Going door to door has allowed me to meet 
residents from across the district and better understand the individual concerns 
and needs of our communities.

What are the differences between you and your Primary opponent 
My primary opponent and I likely agree on many of the major issues. The 

biggest differences are experience and viability. I’ve built a broad coalition of 
support that includes community groups, elected officials, and organized labor. 
That support allows us to effectively communicate our message and mobilize 
voters. As a union leader, I have personally negotiated contracts and helped 
draft legislation that ultimately became law. Real-world experience matters, 
and I believe voters recognize that.

What are the differences between you and Legislator Nolan?
The current legislator has embraced a style of politics that many Americans 

have grown tired of divisive rhetoric, political theater, and misleading messag-
ing. Voting against budgets and then taking credit for projects included in those 
same budgets is not leadership. When elected, I plan to focus on constructive 
dialogue and problem-solving, even with those I may disagree with politically. 
Our communities deserve serious leadership, not social media gimmicks and 
AI-generated attacks.

Tell our readers a little bit about yourself 
For the past 20 years, I have been a special education teacher in the Green-

burgh-North Castle School District, where I also serve as Athletic Director and 
basketball coach. Prior to that, I was the head boys basketball coach at Saun-
ders High School for a successful 10-year run. I currently serve as President 
of Greenburgh-North Castle United and as a member of the New York State 
United Teachers Board of Directors.

Since coming out in 2013, I have been an active advocate for LGBTQ equal-
ity, particularly in athletics. I currently serve on the Board of Directors for the 
Sports Equality Foundation and will be inducted into the National LGBTQ 
Sports Hall of Fame this June. I also serve as Chair of Mayor Mike Spano’s 
LGBTQ Advisory Board.

Why should democrats vote for you on June 23? 
Voters should support me on June 23 because I believe I offer Democrats the 

best opportunity to flip this seat in November. Too often, divisions within the 
progressive movement distract us from the larger goal of delivering real re-
sults for working families. I am confident our campaign can unite Democrats, 
Independents, and residents who are simply ready for a more effective and 
solutions-oriented style of leadership.

____________________________________________________________

Yonkers Rising  PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388.  Proudly 
serving the the people of Yonkers with hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association.  
Legal notice inquiries to: risinglegalnotice@gmail.com.   Daniel Murphy, Publisher & 
Editor in Chief, dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com. Bayan Baker, Assistant to the Editor in 
Chief  risingmediagroup@gmail.com. 

need it.”
Hannah’s favorite subject is Chemistry with Ms. Hammond. “I love the challenge 

of mixing science and math. It is something that I want to do in the future with phar-
macy as well, so it made me love her class even more.” 

Hannah is a 3rd-degree black belt in Taekwondo and volunteers as a Taekwondo 
Instructor in Scarsdale. “I enjoy teaching juniors, ages 3-16. It helps them gain con-
fidence and self-discipline. Taekwondo helped me develop a drive to succeed and 
my ability to handle tough situations. 

Hannah has completed 9 AP and College Link courses and was accepted to 9 col-
leges and universities she applied to. She will be attending St. John’s University in 
the fall. “They have one of the oldest and most respected pharmacy programs. They 
have a 6-year Pharmacy program, which is a career that I have always wanted to do. 
And the campus is nearby. 

My dad is a nurse, and a lot of my family members are in the medical field, so I 
felt the need to help people. I can combine that with my love for science and chem-
istry and serve others. It’s my purpose in life.”

Who helped you achieve this academic honor? “My mom and dad. They never 
pressured me to be perfect. As long as I tried my best, I succeeded in their eyes.” 

What did you like most about Saunders HS? “I like the challenge and rigor that 
comes with being part of the BioChem magnet and the unity of my classmates who 
are as academically driven as I am.”

Any words of advice to a future Val or Sal? “Never let the obstacles and adversity 
you have faced set you back; let it be the stepping stone to reach for the stars and 
achieve greatness.”

Saunders HS Salutatorian Alanis Abreu will graduate with a weighted GPA of 
99.6%. Her favorite teacher is AP History teacher Tamara Barrales. “I’ve always 
been interested in culture and history. Mrs. Barrales is such a kind human being. 
She is encouraging and funny, and someone I had in 9th and 10th grade. In my early 
years at Saunders, she was very comforting.” 

Alanis volunteers at St. Bartholomew’s church in Yonkers. “I do it with my mom; 
we hand out flyers to promote the church. It was meaningful for me because it 
strengthened our bond and helped raise awareness. We did it tag team.”

Alanis was accepted to seven colleges and universities and will be attending Mer-
cy College in the fall. “When I went and toured the campus, I fell in love. It’s on the 
river and close to home. I like to spend time with my family, and they have a 5+1 
accelerated program.”

She will study bioscience. “I am very interested in STEM, but I noticed that I like 
science more. I’m also interested in forensic science, so this gives me some flex-
ibility. I don’t want to be confined; I want to explore my options.”

Who helped you achieve this academic success? “My parents and especially my 
mom. She was a major factor and always taught me to do my best. She has always 
been on my side and a major supporter. She wanted me to do better than she did and 
go farther. 

What do you like about Saunders HS? “I really like the school spirit and the staff.”
Words of advice to future Val & Sal? “Remember that you are more than grades.” 
_____________________________________________________________

Saunders Val, Sal continued from pg 1-
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Notice of Formation of Infinity Strategies Group LLC. Arts of Org. Filed 
with SSNY on September 1, 2025. Office location: Westchester County, New 
York.  SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 255 Huguenot 
Street, Apt 913, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
Notice of formation of Digital Infrastructure Services LLC, Arts. of Org. filed 

with NY Dept. of State on 10/22/25. Office: Westchester County. NY DOS des-
ignated as agent for service of process; DOS shall mail copy of process to 7 
Ridgeway Cir White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of 660 SAW MILL LCC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 03/20/2026. Office: 4 Amawalk Point Road, Amawalk NY 10501 
Westchester County. SSNY designated Brian O'Neill as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 4 Amawalk Point Rd, Amawalk NY 10501. Purpose: Real Estate

Notice of formation of Pure Body Lab, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 05/06/2026. With an existence date of 03/27/2026. Office: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 2040 White Plains 
Rd #1082, Bronx NY 10462 USA. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of M.C.K. VENTURES LLC of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on03/31/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to MCK VENTURES LLC 465 TUCKAHOE ROAD, #1304 YONKERS, 
NY, 10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 

THE CITY OF YONKERS ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING 
SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026, AT 6:00 PM, WILL BE 
HELD IN YONKERS CITY HALL, 40 SOUTH BROADWAY, 4TH FLOOR 
(building is handicapped accessible).

PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION 
AND UPDATES WWW.YONKERSNY.GOV . 

OPEN/CONTINUED HEARINGS

#5910 – Area Variances - 1205 Warburton Ave., Block: 3570, Lot: 1 
(B0037131) Zone: MG. Apartment houses, low-density – Mark Blanchard, on 
behalf of Hudson Pointe, LLC.,ToAllowFor: Applicant is seeking the construc-
tion of a new condominium unit. Variance is needed for combined side yards 
and rear yard.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lPdzRuXEqveyqXwEFvD0_
sZTxaGZPPSx?usp=sharing

#5913 – Area Variance – Janet Giris, on behalf of Morris Westchester Up-
per Site Associates, LLC., on premises known as 79 Austin Ave., Block: 3285, 
Lot: 210 (B0034334) Zone: CM, Commercial, storage and light manufactur-
ing. ToAllowFor: Applicant is seeking the construction of a shell building and 
site work for new storage facility: 201,760 square foot, 45-foot warehouse and 
office building with associated 272 parking spaces, 21 loading docks, 41 trailer 
parking spaces and related infrastructure. Variance is needed for exceeding 
building height

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1X9-XUh8voN3LaCu4nsfuEMCr8tv
Wjew6?usp=sharing

#5914 – Area Variances – Stephen A. Veneruso, on behalf of AVL Homes, 
LLC., on premises known as 69 Spruce St., Block: 430, Lot: 58 (B0036935) 
Zone: A. Apartment houses, high-density ToAllowFor: Applicant is seeking to 
build a new 90-Unit apartment building. Variances are needed for floor area 
ration, exceeding maximum permitted height, insufficient side and rear yard, 
exceeding maximum permitted building coverage and insufficient parking 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1o_5iOmj08xCEPt6r-4_d-
P1D4mE0WEk3?usp=sharing

#5494 & 5667 – Area Variance – Andrew Romano Esq. on behalf of 581 
Development Corp, owner, on premises know as 581 Saw Mill River Road, 
Block:3100, Lot: 200, (B0011017) Zone: I, Industrial. ToAllowFor:   Applicant 
seeking the reconstruction of the warehouse to reflect the proposed use as a 
warehouse in the existing paint factory . Variances are needed for insufficient 
rear yard and construction of a dimensionally non-conforming building that is 
damaged to an exten exceeding 50% of the assessed valuation 

h t t p s : / / d r i v e . g o o g l e . c o m / d r i v e / f o l d e r s / 1 R B W z A O s V z a Q i l _
PUqgLtBDPWCngLyarV?usp=sharing

#5922 – Area Variance – 76 Rutland Road, Block: 5412, Lot: 37.  Zone: 
S-200, Detached Single-Family Dwelling on 200’ Lot.  To Allow For: A new 
one-story place of worship with 81 paved parking spaces. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kP1OtqthWAJLLoIo26koMERSMj
H1gTsH?usp=sharing

#5923 – Area Variance – 101 Warwick Road- Block: 5400, Lot:23, Zone: 
S-200 -Detached Single-Family Dwelling on 200’ Lot. Ana Soto, Architect, 
on behalf of the 101 Warwick Owners LLC, Owner (B0037179)To Allow For: 
A new pool house, swimming pool and the pool patio to be constructed in the 
front yard fronting Devon Road. Variances are needed in all districts where 
front yard is required , No accessory residential uses or structures, fences or 
walls shall not exceed four feet in height in a required front yard and 6 feet 
pool enclosure fence to be installed in the required yard fronting Devon Road. 

https: / /drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NgFB--TtNuWbXXj__
ocum3es8B0ETQGL?usp=sharing

#5908 – Area Variance- 185 Murray Avenue -Block:5088 Lot:55.56, Zone: T, 
Two -Family. Angel Sanchez, on behalf of himself, owner (B0038016).To Al-
low For: Applicant seeks to modify and construct garage roof to create an attic, 
variance is needed for having a second floor in the garage  https://drive.google.
com/drive/folders/12nKpQVuTD4ON9b5DOfoD-kfnTS223civ?usp=sharing

NEW HEARINGS
#5926 – Area Variance – 151 Belknap Avenue, Block:3132, Lot:1; Zone: T, 

Two -Family. Mr. Germana Fraih, on behalf of himself, owner (B0038174) To-
AllowFor: Applicant seeks to construct new 2 family dwellings, 2 story frame 
over basement with 2 car garage on a vacant lot, variance is needed for having 
insufficient lot width.  https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dHyncIPx3qvZ
Cot2LkHR64SezV-z60So?usp=sharing

#5927 – Area Variance – 160 Shonnard Terrace – Block:2140, Lot:133, 
Zone:S-50, S-50, Detached single-family on 50-foot lots, Mr. Ralph Drury on 
behalf of himself, owner (B0038095).ToAllowFor: Applicant seeks to con-
struct a deck replacement, variance is needed for insufficient rear yard.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/189n9oaWuOSUQUCqvydGqN6cc3
K8GoKKW?usp=sharing

#5928 – Area Variance – 88 Frederic Street – Block:2435, Lot:47, Zone: M, 
Apartment houses, medium-density. Amauris Ramirez, P.E. on behalf of Jose 
Balleste, owner (B0037416).ToAllowFor:

Applicant is seeking to construct two exterior deck balconies at the rear of 
the building , variance is needed for Insufficient side yard and Nonconforming 
buildings or structures shall not increase any dimensional nonconformity

h t t p s : / / d r i v e . g o o g l e . c o m / d r i v e / f o l d e r s / 1 7 s O n A B C t x y 7 U -
GYbewHfIe1oABGMlToJ?usp=sharing

#5929 – Area Variance – 125 Vark Street- Block:508. Lot:12, Zone: UR-
MD, Medium -Density Urban Residential District. Mark W. Blanchard, Esq. on 
behalf of Vark Street Realty LLC (B0037237). ToAllowFor: Applicant seeks 
to replace existing 1 story structure with new 3 story structure, variances are 
needed on plans if existing 1 story structure will be or was demolished and 
proposed work is to construct a new 3 story structure. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19WxzhbwcqMlUW3YZFKznv69Us
MDhwo0L?usp=sharing

					     Yonkers History, continued from pg 3-

June 10, 1945:  Yonkers Red Cross Chair Marian Jacobs reported local hospitals 
realized “military needs came first even though civilian nurses and hospitals were 
greatly overworked.”

Our Red Cross facilitated 92 Yonkers nurses entering military service; they 
“willingly responded to the military requests.”  

Once military’s needs for nurses were met, our chapter turned its efforts to staff-
ing local hospitals. Jacobs put out a call as “hospitals were in desperate need of 
nurses… every nurse who can give even a little time” was asked to contact the 
Red Cross.

Thursday, June 11th 
June 11, 1907:  The German Odd Fellows paid $41,000 for the Tuckahoe Road 

farm of Yonkers’ first Mayor James Courter; he died a few months earlier.  They 
planned to create a residence for their aged members.  

June 11, 1936:  Yonkers’ campaign against shorts became serious; police of-
ficers posted signs around the Ninth Ward warning visitors to obey “General City 
ordinance No. 7 1935.” It made it illegal for anyone over 16 to appear in public "in 
scanty attire" or face a $150 fine, three days in jail, or both.

Friday, June 12th 
June 12, 1693:  The Royal Charter creating the Manor of Philipsborough (Phil-

ipseburg) was granted to Frederick Philipse by King William III and Queen Mary 
II. 

Philipse became the first Lord of the Manor!
	 June 12, 1940: Because of an inability to find additional room, a two-shift 

schedule at Saunders Trades School became imminent. Yonkers Advisory Board 
for Vocational and Extension Education recommended shifts as the last resort.  

  	 The Board of Ed hoped WPA labor would revamp the Elks Building for 
the Administrative offices occupying School Ten. 

Saunders either could tell new students they couldn’t come because there was no 
room, or the school would open from 8 am to 5:45 pm with two shifts.

Saturday, June 13th  
	 June 13, 1935:  Ninth Ward Alderman William Slater announced he would 

take movies of “scantily attired Sunday paraders” along the Aqueduct to rid his 
district of these strollers from outside Yonkers. 

June 13, 1943:  Maria Ewing, Ohio Senator Thomas Ewing’s granddaughter, 
presented a replica of a bust of the late Mr. Ewing to Ohio University; the original 
created by French sculptor Jean-Antoine Houdin still graced the son’s Palisade 
Avenue home.  

Ewing had worked in salt mines to pay his college tuition. Not just the first 
graduate of Ohio University, he was the first person to earn a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in the Northwest Territory.  The college’s Ewing Hall was named after him.  

He was the fourteenth Secretary of the Treasury and the first Secretary of the 
Interior.   Ewing took in a boy who later became Civil War General William Te-
cumseh Sherman! 

June 13, 1945: After the 1944 edition was canceled because of the paper short-
age, the 1945 Saunders yearbook “Technicraft” was the largest ever because it 
included the Class of 1944 who sacrificed their yearbook for the war effort. Dedi-
cated to Machine Shop Teacher John Hodgart, it also was a memorial to late Saun-
ders PE teacher Captain Gustave Laffel, the first Yonkers teacher killed in action.  

Sunday, June 14th 
	 June 14, 1917:  Sherwood Park Public School boys vowed to donate pro-

ceeds of their work to the Yonkers Chapter of the Red Cross; Manual Training 
Teacher Mr. Cheney presented their first installment of $29 to the Yonkers Red 
Cross representative.		

	 June 14, 1920:  South Yonkers Development Company broke ground for a 
row of one-family homes on Van Cortlandt Park Avenue opposite Loudoun Street.  
Albert Lockwood headed the company.

June 14, 1942:  Although the defense training schools had eight new lathes and 
many other pieces of equipment, no one could use them.  Why?  The Board of 
Education didn’t have the money to install them!

Email any questions about this column to yonkershistory1646@gmail.com.    
For information on the Yonkers Historical Society, the Sherwood House Mu-

seum on Tuckahoe Road or upcoming events, please visit their website www.yon-
kershistoricalsociety.org, call 914-961-8940 or email info@yonkershistoricalso-
ciety.org.    
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Day One 
IS READY TO DELIVER FOR YONKERS 

THE LEADERS WE TRUST ARE STANDING STRONG WITH FRANK!

Ken Jenkins
Westchester County 

Executive

Mike Spano
Yonkers Mayor

David Tubiolo
County Legislator

Yonkers PBA

Shanae Williams
County Legislator

Teamsters  
Local 456

Westchester 
County PBA

AFSCME Local 
1897

Jose Alvarado
County Legislator

Yonkers  
Democratic Party

Yonkers Firefighters 
Local 628

Nader Sayegh
Assembly Member

1199

Yonkers UFOA

Shelley Mayer
State Senator

32BJ

Westchester County 
Corrections


