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Black Pastors Endorse Ken Jenkins
for County Executive

Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins, with Black Pastors across Westches-
ter, is way ahead of any other candidates considering a run for County Exec.

A coalition of Black pastors from across Westchester gathered at the Thomas
H. Slater Center to endorse Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins in his bid for
County Executive. The pastors, led by Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson, Senior Pas-
tor of Grace Baptist Church, commended Jenkins for his lifelong dedication to
public service and community empowerment.

Ken Jenkins said: “It’s an honor to have the endorsement of these faith lead-
ers who embody the very heart of Westchester’s communities. Their work has
uplifted so many lives, and I am proud to stand with them as we continue to fight
for progress, fairness, and opportunity for all.”

“No one is more qualified to be County Executive than Ken Jenkins. That is
un-debatable... he is ready to be County Executive,” said Rev. Dr. W. Franklyn
Richardson.

List of Pastors Endorsing Ken Jenkins for Westchester County Executive:

Led by:

Rev. Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson — Grace Baptist Church, Mount Vernon

Pastors and Faith Leaders:

Rev. Dr. Stephen W. Pogue — President, United Black Clergy of Westchester,
Greater Centennial AME Zion Church, Mount Vernon

Rev. Tisha M. Branch — First United Methodist Church, Mount Vernon

Pastor Aurelio Bulla — Iglesia del Nazarene, White Plains

Pastor Gary Coulter — Mount Lebanon Baptist Church, Peekskill

Bishop Troy DeCohen — Mount Vernon Heights Congregational Church, Mount
Vernon

Bishop C. Nathan Edwers — Friendship Worship Center, Mount Vernon

Rev. James A. Furman — Mount Zion Christian Baptist Church Mount Vernon,

Rev. Dr. Michael Gerald — Shiloh Baptist Church, Tuckahoe

Bishop Robert Girtman — Girtman Memorial Church of the Living God, Port

continued on pg 14-

Dr. Vishal Mehta, St. John’s Medical
Group, on the Future of Orthopedics:
More Robotics, Less Opioids

L

Dr. Vishal Mehta, left, with Denise Mananas at St. John’s Riverside Hospital
By Dan Murphy

St. John’s Riverside Hospital CEO Ron Corti recently highlighted “The A
Team of Doctors” that makes up SJRH’s medical team. One of those doctors is
Dr. Vishal Mehta, Director of Orthopedics at St. John’s Medical Group and St.
John’s Riverside Hospital, who recently spoke with Denise Mananas, Associate

Westchester Untouchables Youth Football
Team Honored by Mayor Spano
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On Dec. 22, Mayor Spano welcomed the Westchester Untouchables youth
football team to City Hall to honor them for their National Championship win!

On December 13th, the Westchester Untouchables Youth Football 11U team
won the American Youth Football (AYF) D3 National Championship, while the
10U team earned the title of National Runner-Up.

Untouchables Coach Damon Bacote posted, “So we did this thing!! First year
head coach of a youth football team. I’ve been helping these boys out since Su
and now to win a national title at 11u as a head coach is unreal. Thanks to the
help from the people that always y’all always come through!! The parents came
through this week in Florida, and the boys showed out!! Let’s go @westches-
ter_untouchables we bought this one home for the city. ! YO Stand up!!

The two Westchester Untouchables youth football teams, 10 and under and 11
and under, represented the Yonkers-based organization at the tournament for the
first time in 10 years!

Westchester Untouchables is a community organization supported by our Proj-
ect RISE (Respond, Invest, Sustain, Empower) initiative. Project RISE funding
supports mentoring, mental health services, restorative practices, community
trust building, employment and education support, and youth development ac-
tivities, among other programs and services that address trauma resulting from
long-term exposure to violence, build resilience and strengthen youth, families,
and neighborhoods. In addition to Yonkers, Project RISE currently supports pro-
grams in Albany, Buffalo, Mount Vernon, Newburgh, Rochester, and Syracuse,
and is expanding to three new locations: Hempstead, Troy, and Utica this year.

DCIJS engaged with residents and stakeholders in those 10 communities to
hear from the ground up about their needs, barriers to access, and challenges
they face; and where a $2 million investment in each location would pay the
greatest dividends for youth, families, and communities.

Councilwoman Deana Robinson said, “Congratulations to the players, coach-
es, and everyone involved in this extraordinary accomplishment. This team’s
dedication, teamwork, and perseverance are an inspiration to our entire com-
munity. Their success not only reflects their hard work but also the support and
encouragement of their coaches, families, and supporters.”

Yonkers Police Department Welcomes
New K-9 Dogs Kash & Smoke

Mayor Mike Spano, Councilman John Rubbo, YPD Commissioner Chris Sa-
pienza and Deputy Mayor Sue Gerry with K9 officers Brusack and Waldron

Congratulations to the newest graduates of the Yonkers Police K-9 School, and
to Officer Brusack and his partner K-9 Kash, and Officer Jimmy Waldron and his
partner K-9 Smoke! Look for the new partners out on the streets of Yonkers in
2025 and say Hi.

Vice President of External Affairs at St. John’s Riverside Hospital, on a recent
episode of SJRH’s Riverside Reflections, pictured above. Dr. Mehta recently
joined the St. John’s Medical Group as the Director of Orthopedics. “I’ve been
operating and seeing patients for years, and when the opportunity arose to come

continued on pg 6-
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Yonkers Man Indicted for Alleged Arson
and Insurance Fraud Scheme

Defendant allegedly enlisted a man to burn down his own house in attempt
to claim more than $1.3 million from his home insurance policy

On Dec. 19, Westchester County District Attorney Miriam E. Rocah an-
nounced that a Yonkers man was arrested and arraigned on an indictment charg-
ing him with conspiracy, arson and insurance fraud in connection with a scheme
where he enlisted a man to set fire to his Yonkers home and attempted to obtain
more than $1.3 million from his home insurance policy.

DA Rocabh said: “This defendant allegedly provided a co-conspirator with a
detailed plan to burn down his house so he could unlawfully obtain insurance
money. The fire and explosion at the defendant’s home put lives at risk. We take
these cases very seriously and will continue to work to hold this defendant ac-
countable for his alleged conduct.”

The defendant, Majid Haddad, aka Peter Haddad, 69 of Yonkers, was arrested
Tuesday by the Yonkers Police Department and arraigned Wednesday before
Westchester County Supreme Court Justice Larry J. Schwartz on a six-count
indictment charging him with conspiracy in the fourth degree, arson in the third
degree, reckless endangerment in the first degree, insurance fraud in the first
degree, insurance fraud in the third degree and intimidating a victim or witness
in the third degree.

Bail was set at $25,000 cash, $100,000 bond and $200,000 partially-secured
bond, and the defendant is ordered to return to court on Jan. 10, 2025.

It is alleged that between Feb. 20 and 28, 2021, the defendant enlisted a man
and instructed him to apply gasoline to the inside of the defendant’s home with
the intent to ignite a fire that would destroy the property. It is further alleged
that days before the fire, the defendant drove the man to a Lowe’s Home Im-
provement store, giving him money to purchase gasoline canisters, and to a gas
station to purchase gasoline, then demonstrated how to ignite the fire using a
cigarette and a pack of matches and provided money for transportation after
completing the job.

The Yonkers Fire Department responded just before 1:00 a.m. on Feb. 28,
2021 to the single-family home on Odell Avenue that was fully engulfed in
flames. Firefighters were able to contain the fire, which had caused an explo-
sion, and was approximately 20 and 30 feet from the two neighboring homes.
Based on the rapid pace and spread of the fire, the house collapsed and was
deemed a total loss.

The defendant then allegedly filed a home insurance claim with Adirondack
Insurance Exchange and attempted to obtain at least $1.3 million for the loss of
the home and its purported contents.

After an investigation by the Yonkers Police Department and the Yonkers
Fire Department’s Fire Investigation Unit, the investigation was referred to the
Westchester County District Attorney’s Office.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney John Waszak of
the Trials & Investigations Division.

In Home Personal Training
In-Home Personal Training Available. NASM , EMT and Special \
Needs Certified. Strength Training, Fat Loss, and Muscle Building

Virtual and online coaching available.
Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.

Westchester Remembers
President Jimmy Carter

As Westchester
County lowered its
flags to half-mast to
honor our 39th Presi-
" dent Jimmy Carter,
who passed away at
his home in Plains,
Georgia, on December
- 29 at the age of 100,
* Westchester residents
have come forward
| with fond members
| of the longest living
| President in American
history.

One person who
- we always connected
with President Carter
. was Jim Killoran. Kil-
| loran, now CEO of
the Fuller Center for
Housing of Greater
NYC, met President
Carter five times dur

Wi

Fuller Center for Housing of Greater NYC CEO
Jim Killoran with President Jimmy Carter

continued on pg 12-

Westchester Native Charlotte Bennett Withdraws
Sexual Harassment Suit Against Andrew Cuomo

Andrew Cuomo, right, has now filed a defamation lawsuit against
Charlotte Bennett, left. How will this affect his political future?

By Dan Murphy

Charlotte Bennett, who made news in 2021 when she came forward with an
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allegation of sexual harassment against then-Governor Andrew Cuomo, recently
withdrew her lawsuit against Cuomo.

Bennett, a graduate of Katonah-Lewisboro High School and now 28, was em-
ployed in Governor Cuomo’s office and was one of several female employees of

continued on pg 15-
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Assemblyman Nader Sayegh Enters Crowded
Democratic Field for Westchester County Clerk

Crystal Collins, left Assemblyman Nader Sayegh, rtght

On Dec. 13, Assemblyman Nader Sayegh announced that he will seek the
democratic nomination for Westchester County Clerk. Sayegh, who has served
in the Assembly since 2018 representing Yonkers, joins an already crowded
field of democrats seeking to replace the current County Clerk Tim Idoni, who
after serving 16 years decided not to seek reelection.

Prior to the Assembly, Sayegh was an educator and school administrator for
the Yonkers Public Schools including serving as the President of the Board of
Education. Sayegh is also an attorney with a law practice focusing on Personal
Injury, Real Estate, and Immigration.

“I am proud to announce that I will be seeking the Democratic Nomination
for Westchester County Clerk”, said Nader Sayegh. “I thank County Clerk Tim-
othy Idoni for his years of service improving the Clerk’s Office. I look forward
to bringing my unique skill set to build on the amazing work Tim has done and
to continue moving the County Clerk’s office forward.”

Sayegh has already been unanimously endorsed by the Yonkers Democratic
City Committee.

“I look forward to campaigning strongly in every corner of our great County.
The County Clerk’s office plays such a crucial in providing services to the resi-
dents including legal records, passports, and land records. My experience as an
attorney, State Legislator, and School Administrator makes me uniquely quali-
fied to lead the County Clerk’s office,” stated Nader Sayegh.

Mt. Vernon democrat Crystal Collins also formally announced that she is run-
ning the County Clerk in a Facebook video. “As a dedicated district leader in
Mt. Vernon for the past decade, I understand the commitment involved. I am
fully committed to the democratic process and working for democratic candi-
dates in Westchester.

“For the past 7 years I have worked under our esteemed County Executive
(Latimer). Before this role, I served on the executive team of our current Coun-
ty Clerk (Idoni), where I focused on enhancing visibility and engagement in
communities across Westchester County,” said Collins.

The current Westchester Deputy County Clerk, John Allen, is said to be inter-
ested in running for County Clerk.

Other rumored candidates include White Plains Mayor Tom Roach, York-
town Town Clerk Diana Quast and Allison Simon.

Yonkers Rising

PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388. Proudly serving the the peo-
ple of Yonkers with hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association. Legal
notice inquiries to: risinglegalnotice@gmail.com. Daniel Murphy, Publisher
& Editor in Chief, dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com. Bayan Baker, Assistant
to the Editor in Chief risingmediagroup@gmail.com.

It’s not just a generator.
It's a power move.

Recelve a free S-yearwarranty
with gualifying purchase® - valued at $535.
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On This Day in Yonkers History...

Vintage photo of Otis Elevator Plant in Yonkers, still in business today

By Mary Hoar, City of Yonkers Historian, President Emeritus Yonkers
Historical Society, recipient of the 2004 Key to History, Yonkers Landmarks
Preservation Board Member, Revolutionary Yonkers 250 Chair and President
Untermyer Performing Arts Council

Monday, January 6th

January 6, 1880: Western Union opened Yonkers’ first telephone exchange.

January 6, 1944: Dr. Lawrence Ashley, Director of Vocational Training for
War Industries in Yonkers, announced fifty-four WWII Veterans received jobs
through the US Employment Service after completing an intensive two-month
training in the Yonkers School of Aeronautical Manufacturing. All 54 men either
were discharged for disability, or aged out of the service, being more than 38
years old. In addition to regular students, the Defense School trained 100 return-
ing veterans and placed them in jobs.

School Staff were flexible, creating new training as changes occurred. This
new coursework was designed to meet the needs of returning servicemen, to
place them immediately in available jobs.

Tuesday, January 7th:

January 7, 1933: Twenty-five-year-old Wolfe Street resident Hemsley Winfield
performed the role of Witch Doctor in the premiere of the new American opera,
“Emperor Jones.” Based on Eugene O’Neill’s play about an African American
conman, the lead role was played by Lawrence Tibbett in black makeup.

Although the Met wanted to stage the production with all white dancers, Tib-
bett threatened to quit the production unless Winfield and members of Winfield’s
New Negro Art Theater performed the dance roles. Because of Tibbett’s stand,
Winfield was the first African American under contract to the Metropolitan Op-
era.

January 7, 1959: City Clerk William Gray issued Yonkers first Bingo license
to the Monastery Church of the Sacred Heart, making Sacred Heart the first or-
ganization to legally conduct bingo games in Yonkers. The church paid $70, or
$10 per night, to run weekly games for two months at 110 Shonnard Place. Our
law limited the number of games an organization could run to six per month.

Before applying for a license, sponsoring organizations had to get identifica-
tion numbers from Yonkers Lottery Commission, who also approved game loca-
tions. St. Peter’s Church and the Monastery Post, Catholic War Veterans, had
identification numbers. The Post planned to hold its games in the former School
Ten on Clinton Street.

continued on pg 6-
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Congressman Lawler: Cooperation is Needed from

New York to Deport Criminal Aliens out of US

\

HOMAN: NO PRICE TAG FOR MASS DEPOHTATIONS
Hep Mike Lawler | {H} New York

N |

12:41 AM PT

Rep. Mike Lawler with CNN Host Abby Phillip
By Dan Murphy

Westchester Congressman Mike Lawler appeared on CNN on Dec. 27 to dis-
cuss President-elect Donald Trump’s plan to deport criminal illegal residents out
of the country in 2025. Trump’s incoming Homeland Security Director, Tom
Homan, has appeared on many news shows to discuss and defend the plan.

Lawler said that he and several members of Congress recently met with Homan.
“It’s already costing states like NY billions of dollars of taxpayer money to pro-
vide free housing, food, clothing, education and health care to illegal aliens.”

“Then you have the situation where you have ciminal aliens committing vio-
lent crimes. We saw a woman burned alive on a subway by a man who was previ-
ously deporting and came back illegally.

What Tom Homan is going to do is start the process of deporting criminal
aliens out of the US and sanctuary states like NY need to cooperate. The idea
you’re going to violate federal immigration and use taxpayer money to provide

continued on pg 5-

Letter to the Editor:

The article “Major Push to Pass HEAT NY Act” (Dec. 20-27) quotes many
local officials supporting the measure, which would, among other things, cap
energy costs at 6% of income. But nowhere in the story does it say how this
would be paid for. Will energy companies charge everyone else more to make up
for the lost revenue? Or will New York State subsidize this with my tax money?
And who is going to check to verify the income requirements each year? Another
“benefit” according to proponents will be a reduction in carbon based energy
usage. But there will be no incentive to conserve for those at the 6% level - they
will pay the same amount no matter how much is used. So much for turning off
the air conditioner and lights when no one is home.This is a poorly thought out
legislative measure that I hope is rejected by those elected to represent the hard-
working taxpayers of New York.

John Farrell
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Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos

and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

Turning These 7 New Year’s Resolutions
Into Healthful Habits That Stick

By Dr. Darren Wu, Chief Medical Officer, Open Door Family Medical Center

Every January, millions of people enthusiastically make New Year’s resolutions,
brimming with hope and determination—only to watch those well-intentioned
goals fizzle out by February. Studies show that nearly 80% of resolutions fail
within the first few months, with many people abandoning their health and fitness
commitments before they can become lasting changes. The cycle of setting ambi-
tious goals and quickly falling back into old habits is so common that it’s become
a familiar joke, leaving many feeling frustrated and discouraged.

Dr. Daren Wu, Chief Medical Officer at Open Door Family Medical Center, un-
derstands that sustainable health changes can truly reshape lives. He shares these
insights on New Year’s resolutions that go beyond mere wishful thinking and into
the realm of real, achievable wellness by taking small steps:

Weight management. Without fail, weight loss is one of the top three New Year’s
Resolutions each year. But it’s important to realize there is no such thing as a per-
fect weight. Being a healthy weight does not need to be complicated, but it does
require a plan. Talking to a dietician or a clinician can help you understand what
a healthy weight would be for you. And being more mindful of your eating habits
combined with moving around more, and getting enough sleep will often lead to
healthy weight loss throughout the year. These simple steps help to avoid the trap
of unrealistic expectations and yo-yo dieting.

Exercise and movement. Every January, gyms fill up with people eager to get
fit, but by February most of those crowds disappear. The good news is that getting
healthier doesn’t require an expensive gym membership or complicated workout
routine. Movement is the most powerful way to improve your health, and it can
be simple and accessible. The key is finding ways to move that fit your life. Take
the stairs instead of the elevator. Go for a short walk during your lunch break.
Dance in your living room. Do quick bodyweight exercises at home or even at
your workplace. The most important thing isn’t how long you exercise, but that
you actually do it. Can’t find 15 minutes? Try 10. Can’t do 10? Do 5. Something
is always better than nothing. The goal is to make movement a regular part of your
daily routine, not a dreaded chore. Start small, be consistent, and gradually build
momentum.

Healthy eating. At Open Door, clinicians believe “food is medicine” — meaning
what you eat and how much you eat truly matters. Be mindful. Before you eat,
pause and ask yourself: “Am I actually hungry, or am I eating for another reason?”’
When you do eat, make it a deliberate experience. Enjoy your food’s flavors, tex-
tures, and colors. Eat slowly, chew thoroughly, and avoid distractions like phones
or television. The goal is to eat for nourishment and pleasure, not out of habit or
emotion. This year, turn mindful eating from a New Year’s resolution into a last-
ing habit that transforms your relationship with food and nourishes your body and
mind.

Reduce stress. Stress is a common health concern, making stress reduction a
popular New Year’s resolution. The good news is that managing stress doesn’t
have to be complicated or expensive. Try the 4-7-8 — or box breathing — method
by breathing in through your nose for 4 seconds, holding your breath for 7 seconds,
and exhaling forcefully through your mouth for 8 seconds. Breathing exercises like
this take just a few minutes and can quickly calm your mind. Focusing on being
present in the moment instead of dwelling on the past or worrying about the future
can also help reduce stress. Other small actions that can make a big difference:
taking a short walk, doing some quick stretches at your desk, or simply pausing
to take a few deep breaths. The most important factor in building a healthy habit
is finding a method that fits easily into your daily routine and practicing it consis-
tently over time.

Quit smoking. Quitting tobacco or vaping is one of the best things you can do
for your health. While the ideal is to never start, it’s never too late to quit or reduce
your habit. The good news is that your body begins healing quickly after you stop
smoking. Even cutting back on the number of cigarettes you smoke each day can
improve your health and set you on the path to completely quitting. If you’re find-
ing it challenging to quit on your own, consider joining a smoking cessation class.
These supportive groups can provide the guidance and motivation you need to turn
your resolution into a habit.

Get the right amount of sleep. Over the past decade, we have gained a deeper
understanding of the importance of sleep. While occasionally missing a night’s rest
is common, chronic sleep deprivation can be harmful. In addition to causing irrita-
bility and fatigue the following day, insufficient sleep is linked to a higher risk of
mental health disorders, obesity, and even increased all-cause mortality. To create
a good sleep routine, start by setting a consistent bedtime and wake-up time each
day, which helps regulate your body’s internal clock. Establish a relaxing pre-sleep
routine, such as reading or meditating, to signal to your brain that it’s time to wind
down. Limit screen time at least an hour before bed, as the blue light from phones
and computers can interfere with your sleep cycle. Be mindful of caffeine and
alcohol, as both can disrupt your ability to fall and stay asleep—avoid consuming
them in the hours leading up to bedtime. Finally, optimize your sleep environment
by keeping your bedroom cool, dark, and quiet.

Improve one’s work/life balance. As a society, we really can benefit from hav-
ing a more balanced approach to work and life. Regardless of how stimulating or
fulfilling your work is, you are much more than your work! Spending quality time
with family, good friends, and finding grounding in spirituality (which is different
from being religious, although being religious can be a powerful expression of
spirituality) are the other important domains of life. And don’t forget that we often
can make our time at work more meaningful and fulfilling, which helps to improve
one’s sense of well-being. Engagement with colleagues, clients, and customers
— and taking pride in the work you do, regardless of what work you are engaged
in — can help anyone adopt a healthier relationship with their work responsibilities.

According to Dr. Wu, turning New Year’s resolutions into lasting, healthful hab-
its doesn’t require making drastic life changes that are difficult to maintain over
time. Often, it’s the small, sustainable changes that have the biggest impact. By
focusing on one or two manageable adjustments—such as prioritizing sleep or
incorporating a short daily workout—you can build consistency and make gradual
progress.

Visit OpenDoormedical.org, for more information.
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Westchester DA Rocah Vacates 1983 Conviction
of Jeffrey Koonce

Jeffrey Koonce, center, at DA Rocah’s press conference announcing vacat-
ing his conviction. Photo from Westchester DA’s office

Improper photo identification methods, false testimony and adverse cred-
ibility of Mount Vernon detectives among new evidence cited in Conviction
Review Unit investigation

Westchester County District Attorney Miriam E. Rocah today announced
that following her Conviction Review Unit’s investigation into a 1981 armed
robbery at a Mount Vernon social club and newly-discovered evidence, she
has supported a defense motion to vacate the conviction of 67-year-old Jeffrey
Koonce, who was incarcerated for eight years some thirty years ago and has
always maintained his innocence. The District Attorney did not oppose the
defense motion for vacatur based on their position that Mr. Koonce’s consti-
tutional rights were violated due to false testimony by one of the Mount Ver-
non Police Department (MVPD) Robbery Unit’s lead detectives on the case,
Daniel Salottolo, and improper photo identification methods used by Salottolo
and Detective James Garcia. Garcia and another investigator on the case, Lt.
Robert Astorino, were subsequently convicted of federal corruption charges in
1994. The CRU investigation also revealed inconsistencies between the testi-
mony by the single victim-witness in the case and statements made to CRU
investigators.

DA Rocah said: “From the highly suggestive photo array and identification
procedures used by MVPD detectives to the totality of new evidence found by
the CRU investigation, we agree with defense counsel that Jeffrey Koonce’s
1983 conviction was tainted by such questionable investigatory processes and
procedures and therefore can no longer stand by the integrity of this convic-
tion.”

Mr. Koonce and his attorney Karen Newirth appeared before New York State
Supreme Court Justice James McCarty to request that the court vacate the
conviction and dismiss the underlying indictment, which charged Mr. Koonce
with robbery and weapons possession in connection with the June 20, 1981
shooting at Vernon Stars Rod and Gun Club, where patrons were robbed at
gunpoint of jewelry, cash and other valuables.

Following a jury trial in May 1983, Mr. Koonce’s brother Paul, who was in
the 10th grade at the time of the crime and also indicted, was acquitted on all
charges, while Mr. Koonce was convicted on all charges and sentenced to an
indeterminate term of seven-and-a-half to 15 years. He served eight years in
prison and was released on parole in August 1992.

MVPD detectives presented witnesses a highly suggestive and improper
photo array that contained photos of several individuals implicated in similar
crimes that did not match Jeffrey Koonce’s likeness. Mr. Koonce’s photo was

continued on pg 7-

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Letters to the Editor:
“Next time, I might kill a kid.”

If Joe Biden were more like my grandfather, America might be inaugurating a
Democratic President on January 20.

Grandpa would have liked Biden, and thought he reminded him of the friendly,
plain-speaking Irish guys he met working on the docks when he first came to
America.

Francesco Aniello Vespe was born in a little hilltop village in the poorest prov-
ince in Italy, migrated with his family to New York before the turn of the twenti-
eth century, and obtained one of the first taxicab licenses in the city.

He drove professionally for many years, both as a chauffeur for high-society
types in Manhattan and later in his own cab. He was proud of his driving ability,
and how anyone he drove...passengers or family...could feel safe when he was
behind the wheel. And so could other drivers, and pedestrians.

He still drove for pleasure after selling his cab and retiring, driving out from
Astoria to Franklin Square at least once a month to visit his three granddaugh-
ters, but then one day in his eighties...about as old as Joe Biden is now...he did
something he had never done before.

He ran a stop sign.

He didn’t notice it himself, but my grandmother did.

“Frank!”, she yelled in horror, “you went through that stop sign!”

That night he called my father and his two other sons:

“I’'m giving up my driver’s license. Sell the car.

I can’t drive no more.

One of my uncles questioned if this wasn’t a bit drastic, but grandpa was in-
sistent...

“Next time, | might kill a kid.”

It’s too bad the President of the United States couldn’t have taken a tip from a
retired taxi driver who never went past the fourth grade and realized when it was
time to quit something he loved.

I hope President Biden enjoys a healthy retirement; I know he has a Corvette
which he enjoys driving around Rehoboth Beach in Delaware.

But please, Mr President, if you ever run a stop sign...

...admit you can’t drive no more, either.

Because next time, you might kill a kid.

James Vespe, Mamaroneck

“Populist Conservation & Constitutional Order:” (Part 1)

This was a talk delivered by a well- known historian/novelist
to a gathering at a Midwestern college-in which he said “in part”-

“The Top Down elitist brand of politics that has dominated the United States
since the end of the cold war—under Republican & Democratic administrations
alike—has failed. Yes we are materially richer than we were in 1991, and our
largest corporations are more profitable. But we are militarily & strategically
weaker, fiscally endangered, and spiritually enervated. As a result, public trust in
the vaunted institutions that our elites control—political, scientific, journalistic,
educational, religious—has evaporated. And populism—especially on the con-
servative right, is on the rise.”

“The fact is, elite institutions have become the people’s and the nation’s en-
emies. They are openly waging cultural war on those they ostensibly serve. They
cannot be negotiated with or accommodated. They must be defunded, disbanded,
and disempowered .The rewards for doing so—for putting American Families
first again—will be greater than we can know.”

Joe Pettit, Yorktown Heights

Source: Kevin D. Roberts at Christ Chapel-Hillsdale College on Oct.23rd2024.

Lawler, Deportation, continued from page 1-

billions for illegal migrants, while charging New Yorkers new tolls and tax-
es, is simply madness.”

“Yes there is a pricetag but we cannot continue to have this massive influx of
illegal immigrants. Since Joe Biden 10 and a half million people and its cost-
ing us billions of dollars,” said Lawler.

In Trouble with the IRS or
the NYS Tax Department?

In trouble with the IRS or the New York State Tax Department? I can help.
My name is Gerald Snyder, and I am an enrolled agent and a former IRS Group

Manager. I have successfully represented clients before the IRA and the NYS
Tax Department for over 25 years. I resolve liens, levies, seizures, income tax
and sales audits, and penalties and trust fund recovery issues. I also handle
unfiled tas returns.

1 operate from convenient offices at 73 Market Street in Ridge Hill, Yonkers,
NY. My fees are reasonable and I offer a free initial consultation. I offer in per-
son meetings. Why deal wiht an unknown person online when you can meet with
me in person?

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-404-9776

For more information, call me at 914-793-5654 or email me at thasnyderl(@
verizon.net.
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Notice of formation of GCMA?2 Real Estate Group LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 11/29/204. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the LLC, 66 Hutchinson Blvd, Scarsdale, NY 10583.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

OnPoint Home Designs LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 8/28/2024. Of-
fice: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 14 Crosby
Court, Cortlandt Manor NY 10567. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Hampton Estate Care LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 09/17/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, 35 Greenacres Avenue, Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.

Yonkers History, continued from pg 3-
the former School Ten on Clinton Street.

Wednesday, January 8th
January 8, 1933: Eluding a police cordon throughout the heart of the
Getty Square business section, a daring thief escaped after attempting to steal a
stack of bills from a teller’s cage at Westchester Trust Company.
January 8, 1935: The Yonkers Board of Education purchased insurance
for every Yonkers school from 37 local agencies.
January 8, 1954: G. B. Caldwell, Yonkers manager of the New York Tele-
phone Company, announced Yonkers people averaged 128,400 phone calls daily,
representing three calls a day from every one of the 44,500 Yonkers phones.

Thursday, January 9th

January 9, 1945: Responding to reports of an animal floating down the
Hudson on an ice floe, the Yonkers Coast Guard sprang into action and picked
up a dog from the floe! A few hours later, our Coast Guard received a call from
YPD, with a second report of an animal floating down the Hudson on ice! Our
Coast Guard cutter headed towards the animal, a deer, but had difficulty getting
the animal on board. Instead, the deer thought the shore was close enough, so
jumped off the ice and swam to shore. When last seen, it was galloping through
nearby woods.

January 9, 1945: Because of the many complaints about no trash collection,
Vice Mayor James Sullivan suggested DPW begin a six-day-a-week pickup
schedule until May, with the hope trash sitting outside for days would be picked
up. In some areas, Yonkers trash wasn’t collected for 12 days.

Friday, January 10th

January 10, 1923: At the request of Ludlow residents, the Common Coun-
cil unanimously adopted Alderman O’Mara’s resolution suggesting the Yonkers
Board of Education name the new junior high school being built at Culver Street
and Hawthorne Avenue after James B. Ludlow, the one-time owner of most of
Southwest Yonkers.

The school was named after Nathanial Hawthorne.

January 10, 1926: Public Safety Commissioner William H. Van Keuren
announced he would establish an annual “Medal of Honor” award, as well as
other honors for police bravery. This new recognition would give added weight
to the Civil Service promotion lists.

January 10, 1937: Four major dairy companies began daylight delivery
of milk to 41,000 Yonkers customers.

Saturday, January 11th

January 11. 1927: Chief of Police Edward Quirk announced news dealers
continuing to sell “so-called art literature” banned in Yonkers would lose their
newsstand privileges.

January 11, 1933: Otis Elevator announced it had won a $270,000 contract to
install 17 freight and passenger signal control elevators, the most modern sky-
scraper elevators, in the Cleveland Post Office.

Sunday, January 12th

January 12, 1930: The State Commission for the Blind asked permission to
establish a tobacco stand in City Hall; they planned to have Spencer Traub of
McLean Avenue in charge.

January 12, 1947: Mrs. George Blackwell was installed as the first
woman president of the Nepperhan Community Center, at the time an agency of
the Yonkers Community Chest. She succeeded community activist and Center
co-founder Ivan McRae Sr., who had served as its president from the time it
opened.

January 12, 1954: Former OSS agent Dr. Arie Bestebreurtje discussed
“Miraculous Escapes of a Secret Agent” at the first joint meeting of the Asbury
Men’s Club and the Woman’s Society of Christian Service of the Asbury Meth-
odist Church in Crestwood. Bestebreurtje escaped the Nazis in 1941 and went
to Great Britain to join the Netherlands army-in-exile. He was wounded twice
while on missions behind enemy lines and was decorated with 18 medals from
four nations for his exploits, the second most decorated person in WWIIL. Only
General Eisenhower had more awards!

Questions or comments on this column? Email YonkersHistoryl646@gmail.
com.

For information on the Yonkers Historical Society, Sherwood House and
upcoming events, please visit our website www.yonkershistoricalsociety.org,
call 914-961-8940 or email info@yonkershistoricalsociety.org.

Dr. Mehta, SJRH, continued from pg 1-

here, I found St. John’s to be the perfect place to grow my practice. I love this
community so much.”

Part of Dr. Mehta’s orthopedic training before coming to St. John’s was a fel-
lowship at Georgetown Hospital, where he obtained “a super-specialization in
sports medicine and joint replacement.” This experience included treating profes-
sional athletes and members of the NFL’s Baltimore Ravens, the NBA’s Washing-
ton Wizards, and the NHL’s Washington Capitals.

“During my fellowship, I had the great opportunity to work with both profes-
sional and college teams. This allowed me to learn how to treat all types of pa-
tients, but it also put things into perspective.”

“Now I treat a lot of patients who want to get back to playing basketball on the
weekend with their friends. As an athlete, I can relate and understand what their
goals are.”

While Dr. Mehta’s orthopedic specialty includes joint replacement of the knee
or hip and sports medicine, “my philosophy on sports medicine is that nonopera-
tive treatment always comes first. [ never rush any patient into surgery. I see a
lot of patients who start off not needing a joint replacement, and we are able to
maintain the joint until a joint replacement is needed.”

“I treat a lot of younger patients who have some level of arthritis but who are
too young for joint replacement. My job is to help prevent the deterioration of
that joint. That is what sets me apart. Even though I’'m a surgeon and this is my
passion, there are certain things prior to surgery we can do to see if it helps. Non-
operative treatments can include physical therapy and non-opioid medications or
interventions.”

“We can refer my patients to the pain management team at St. John’s, led by Dr.
Erosa, to collaborate on remedies. I review the risks and benefits of both options
with the patient.”

Dr. Mehta uses robotic technology called MAKOplasty® for his orthopedic
surgeries. “Robotic technology helps you make more precise measurements of
the knee or hip. It takes those joint replacements to the next level and improves
the longevity and satisfaction of the patient, as well as how well they do after
surgery. It also prevents dislocation.”

“I have switched to only MAKOplasty and robotic surgery to maintain that
excellence. When we do a hip replacement, it must be perfect every time, and the
robot is essential. We understand the new technologies and how to treat patients
the right way.”

Dr. Mehta performs orthopedic surgeries at St. John’s Riverside Hospital’s
Dobbs Ferry Pavilion, home to the Westchester Orthopedic Center, where physi-
cians perform joint replacements and sports medicine surgeries on-site.

“I have performed surgeries in numerous operating rooms across the country
and love operating at Dobbs Ferry. The patients can get in and out, and because
we do so many surgeries, the team is well-versed and specialized so that every-
thing is very efficient.”

“Patients come in prior to surgery and have their questions answered by the
nursing staff. It’s a smaller hospital (five operating rooms), so the team is fantas-
tic, and our patients appreciate the personalized care.”

St. John’s Medical Group and St. John’s Riverside Hospital have helped Dr.
Mehta fulfill his life passion.

“When my partner and I decided to open our practice, we knew Westchester
was the best place to be. We found St. John’s Riverside Hospital to be a true com-
munity hospital and wanted to be part of that community. St. John’s is a gem of a
hospital located on the beautiful Hudson River. We knew this was the right place
to be.”

“Joint replacement and sports medicine can provide instant gratification to the
patient when, after surgery, some patients can walk out the next day when they
had severe pain prior.”

“That makes it all worthwhile when the patient hugs you and says they have no
pain. That keeps me going.”

Dr. Mehta has also become a recognizable face on social media, where he posts
short informative videos on orthopedics and health care. https://www.instagram.
com/dr.vishalmehta/?hl=en

Watch the interview at
ShAG5SWzmWw&t=259s)

To learn more, visit St. John’s Medical Group, 1022 N Broadway, Yonkers, NY
10701. 914-904-4036

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

Name of Limited Liability Company (LLC): THEOAK LLC. Date of filing
Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State (SSNY) 6/14/24. The LLC
is located in Westchester County. The SSNY has been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. The post office address
to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process against it served is to the
principal business location at ¢c/o 669 Main Street, Unit 605, New Rochelle NY
10801. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of David A. Langner, Esq., PLLC filed Arts. of Org. with
NY Sec. of State (NYSS) on 11/18/2024. Office: Westchester County. NYSS
was designated PLLC's agent for service of process, and shall mail process to
87 Hawkes Ave., #2104, Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: Practice of Law.

Notice of Formation of 130 FRANKLIN AVE LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with SSNY on 10/15/2024. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to Brian Caldwell at 68 North Steet, Harrison, NY 10528. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of formation of Schmoose Pack Projects LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 09/20/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process
to Bruce Wong 10 Station Square Forest Hills, NY 11375. Purpose: Any lawful act or
activity.
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Form CSMD-4
17-A Guardianship Citation [SCPA 1757]

New York Surrogate's Court
OCA Official Form

SURROGATE'S COURT - DELAWARE COUNTY File No. 92-097/A

SUPPLEMENTAL 17-A GUARDIANSHIP CITATION [SCPA 1757]

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
By the Grace of God Free and Independent

To: Edward T. Magenheimer, and if he be deceased, to the heirs and distributes of Edward T. Magenheimer,
purported brother of EUGENE F. MAGENHEIMER, and | said distributes be dead, their legal
representatives, disitrbutees and successors in interest, and all of whom are unknown and whose
names and addresses are unknown and whose names and addresses cannot be found with
reasonable diligence.

A petition having been duly filed by Donnamarie C. Giannone who is domiciled at 37 Baldwin Dr,
Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 07922

YOU ARE HEREBY CITED TO SHOW CAUSE before the Surrogate's Court, Delaware County, at 3
Court Street, Delhi, New York, on January 22, 2025 at 9:30  o’clock in the fore/aftexknoon of that
day, why letter of guardianship of the

[ 1 person
[ ] property
[X] person and property
[ 1 limited guardianship of the property
of Eugene F. Magenheimer should not be granted to Donnamarie C. Giannone;

Why the appointment of
[ 1 person
[ ] property
[ 1 person and property
[ 1 limited guardianship of the property
of Eugene F. Magenheimer should not be granted;

as Alternate Standby Guardian of the

Why the appointment of as Second Alternate Standby Guardian of the
[ 1 person

[ ] property

[ 1 person and property

[ 1 limited guardianship of the property

of Eugene F. Magenheimer should not be granted;

Why the appointment of
[ 1 person
[ ] property
[ 1 person and property
[ 1 limited guardianship of the property
of Eugene F. Magenheimer should not be granted;

as Third Alternate Standby Guardian of the

and why a hearing [X] should be held [ ] should not be held;

and why the appearance of Respondent [ ] should be [X] should not be required at the hearing; and why the
guardian of the person should not be authorized and empowered to make all decisions with respect to the

New York Surrogate's Court Forms CSMD-4 (4/2018) -1- © 2024 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of LexisNexis.

medical and dental needs of the Respondent and to render consent to any medical procedures which are
necessary to the health and welfare of the Respondent, unless the court directs otherwise. A health care
decision may include a decision to withhold or withdraw life-sustaining treatment as defined in subdivision (j) of
81.03 of the Mental Hygiene Law.

Further relief requested:

Dated, Attested, and Sealed,

e il /7
§°° %% HON. JOHN L. HUBBARD

3
December 16, 2024 I; “«‘—»_ W5 Syrrogate
(Seal) 22 bl s 1 G
'-:-:}O, et ] *;éb;s' ief Clerk
7 "-._++..'._.~* o
gy WS Andrea L. Gellen
e

Name of Attorney for Petitioner(s)

Gellen Law PLLC (845) 204-8673

Firm Name Telephone
271 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 andrea@andreagellenlaw.com
Address Email (optional)

NOTE: This citation is served upon you as required by law. You are not required to appear. However, if
you fail to appear it will be assumed by the court that you do not object to the relief requested. You
have a right to have an attorney appear for you.

“The key to the future
of the world, is finding
the optimistic stories

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUTBI6 WIRELESS CosT.

and letting them

Eﬂmtm*rmh, " be known.”
TIRI RIS — Pete Seeger

_

Conviction
page 2-

Vacated, con’t from

the only one that was enlarged.

A witness, who was inside the club
and shot during the time of the robbery,
was in ninth grade at the time, and the
only one who identified Mr. Koonce as
the shooter after being shown the photo
array; other witnesses told investigators
it was too dark inside the club to iden-
tify faces of the armed men other than
that they were young black males.

Detectives brought Mr. Koonce to ap-
pear for a “show up” identification at
the hospital where the wounded witness
was being treated. The witness subse-
quently testified at a pre-trial hearing
that he was feeling pressured to quickly
identify the man police brought to the
hospital. The trial judge called the show
up “impermissibly suggestive.”

The witness told CRU investigators
that he did not remember seeing any
faces in the dark bar on the night of the
incident, and that patrons immediately
covered him after the shooting, which
further obscured his ability to see the
perpetrators.

The photo array was never shown to
the defense until the pre-trial hearing.

Detective Salottolo provided osten-
sibly false and misleading testimony at
pre-trial hearings and at trial about the
composition of the photo arrays.

MVPD did not interview all of the al-
ibi witnesses provided by Mr. Koonce,
including an alibi witness, who is now
a retired NYPD detective, and had tes-
tified that Mr. Koonce was with him
in the city the night of the crime. Mr.
Koonce maintains this alibi today.

After a 1991 trial for a different case
involving Detective Garcia, the judge
in his oral decision noted that Detective
Garcia had lied during his testimony,
and the Court “did not believe it could
rely on almost anything Detective Gar-
cia had to say.”

During a 1993 prosecution of a bank
robbery in Mount Vernon investigated
by Detective Garcia, the Court ordered a
new photo identification procedure after
determining that the process was unduly
suggestive. Case files included a note
about FBI agents telling the prosecution
that Detective Garcia had “helped” wit-
nesses select photographs.

MVPD detectives Garcia, Astorino
and Frank Lauria were arrested in May
1994 for stealing $10,000 during an FBI
sting operation and convicted of federal
corruption charges. Garcia, a 21-year
veteran of the MVPD, and Astorino,
MVPD Chief of Detectives, each were
sentenced to one year and a day in jail.
Lauria, who was hired by MVPD while
facing NYPD charges, was sentenced to
nine months in jail.

Jeffrey and Paul Koonce have always
maintained their innocence.

The CRU investigation was con-
ducted by former CRU Chief Anastasia
Heeger, former Senior Assistant District
Attorney Alexandra Keeling, and DA’s
Office criminal investigators dedicated
to the CRU.

Since the District Attorney launched
the unit in 2021, CRU investigations
have led to the county’s first two, sepa-
rate large-scale vacaturs involving a
former Yonkers detective convicted of
perjury and secret recordings by a whis-
tleblower alleging misconduct inside
the MVPD

In 2023, CRU’s review led to the ex-
oneration of a man who served more
than seven years in prison for a 1975
rape he did not commit. CRU investi-
gators found the actual perpetrator who
confessed to the crime. It is the longest-
known wrongful conviction in U.S. his-
tory to be overturned by DNA evidence.

Jeffrey Koonce is the father of NFL
defensive end Malcolm Koonce, (Las
Vegas Raiders).
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Yonkers Charter School Opens New Fitness Center Yonkers Public Library’s

Winter Reading Challenge Has Begun

A

@/

READINGIS A
GOOD IDEA

WINTER READING WARMUP
CHALLENGE

Cozy Up with a Good Book
and Win Prizes!

January 1- March 15

&

The Charter School of Educational Excellence (CSEE) recently inaugurated a new fit-
ness center on at its high school.The 1,500-square-foot fitness center includes dumbbells
up to 80 pounds, power lift racks, Smith machines, a treadmill, an elliptical trainer and a e
sp_in bike. During the event, school pfﬁcials emphasized that healthy bodies lead to active  54¢ ready t dive into the Winter Reading Challenge 2025 at Yonkers Public
minds, helping students gxcel l.)Oth in and out ofth_e classroom. . . Library! From January 1 to March 15, we’re inviting you to set reading goals,

“We have to be very intentional about integrating wellness into our curriculum and explore new books, and log your progress for a chance to win exciting prizes.

making sure that our teachers, our community and our students have the tools and resourc- i ether you’re a seasoned reader or just looking to kick off a new habit, this chal-
es necessary to overcome the past four years of dealing with Covid-19,” said Michael lenge is perfect for everyone ’

DeSimone, the CSEE’s athletic directpr. o _ Here’s how you can participate:

The fitness center has a fully functional classroom where students receive instruction Sign Up: Register online or at any Yonkers Public Library location
about health sciences, sports medicine, ethics in sports, and strength and conditioning. R4 & Log' Track your books as you read '
Wednesday officials from the Hospital for Special Surgery (HSS) offered lessons on  yyin prizes: Each book you log earns you a‘chance to win!

movement concepts and analysis, which included an injury-risk assessment using state- | ot>c make this winter unforgettable by celebrating the joy of reading together!

of‘-‘the-art mox_/ement-moni.toripg. equipment. . . . . Mark your calendars and get ready to read, log, and win exciting prizes!
Our focus is on preventing injury. We have an amazing team of athletic trainers, physi- register visit https://yonkerspl.beanstack.com/reader365
cal therapists and personal trainers, people from all different backgrounds. We’re very Upcoming Events Int;lude' ' '

much interested in teaching your students about what we do for work...but also sharing W : : . 2. _4
that knowledge so that they can stay on the field,” said Jimmy Russomano, assistant direc- Jan 10- Winter Reading Festive Friday Party- 3:00pm - 4:45pm
tor of athlete health at HSS.

A CSEE partner, Dr. Joseph Durney, CEO of STEER for Student Athletes, said that
schools cannot decouple physical and mental wellness of a child from their academic
excellence. “We’re trying to get young people to understand that through sports they can
leverage skills development that will help them: the ability to communicate, collaborate,
think critically, be a creative problem solver, be a leader,” said Durney.

CSEE’s K-12 charter school offers a robust athletics program with 21 sports teams
across its middle and high schools, including volleyball, flag football, soccer, basketball,
baseball, softball, cheerleading, and track across fall, winter, and spring seasons.

The CSEE is now accepting applications for the 2025-2026 school year. Information
sessions begin on December 11 for grades K-7 at 260 Warburton Avenue in Yonkers.

Tours of the high school begin on February 19. For more information call 914-476-5070, Have fLaluput e Pfﬂ'hlEms?
X:4 or visit the CSEE’s website.

sz~ Blood Drive

Yonkers
Public Library

Crestwood Library. Celebrate Winter Reading with us! Join us for reading,
books, crafts, games and more! Log your books or sign up for Winter Reading
with us. Light refreshments will be served. No registration required.

Jan 14-Winter Movies Warmup Challenge- 2:30pm - 4:30pm-Will Library

The Winter Warmup Challenge just isn’t for books this year, but movies too! If
you join us to watch all these snow filled films, you’ll get a chance to win some
awesome prizes! So make sure to miss not even one!

Visit YPL.org for more information.

Get

20 OFF

Ay Srrunre

v Lowpon Corla

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS:

Do yon need 2 Roof, Windoen, Sidmy ardd Help paving
e ?
Ary lnaking visthle denoyr, o apn, sy “pealify you!
In Memorial of Sergeant Patrick Breen " '=do== Do you nead Enerpy Eficient Windows & Help puyings
e = .
Saturday, January 4", 2025 » o ie? .
B . o Drarfty windows, srenyy oxst too Ingh, you may “padify?
10:00am 4,|:|-me HELE B AW LA LN BYEN IF 70U COULD PlY CAXH
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777 McLean Ave I ..E E ¥YOU MAY "QUALIFY THROUGH
¥onkers, NY 10704 R ! NEW 1024 RELIEF PROGRAMS
Elzod Donges are Lirgently Needed! i :—a— E
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7 Westchester High School Students Honored with Youth Service Awards

g — ——
k- | = - ==

The Westchester County Youth Bureau and the Westchester County Youth Board held their annual ceremony to honor outstanding high school juniors and seniors
who have distinguished themselves for their leadership and dedication to service and social justice. The ten students received certificates from Westchester County
Executive George Latimer and the Westchester County Board of Legislators, along with awards from the members of the Westchester County Youth Board. To qualify
for nomination, they completed impactful projects on topics ranging from developing technical assistance for individuals with developmental disabilities to fostering
literacy among young readers and raising funds for youth in homeless shelters both locally and internationally.

The ceremony took place in the Rotunda of the Michaelian Office Building and was filled with proud family and friends.

This year’s award recipients included: Verity Chao and Mateus Hertz-Bird (Dobbs Ferry) Charlotte Watson (Mount Vernon) Jade Frias and Mia Uzcategui-Dommar
(Ossining) Chase Kantor (Scarsdale) Emmeline Zuba (Sleepy Hollow) Maria Cortes and Alison Medina Vargas (White Plains) lan Cavalluzzi (Yonkers)

Latimer said: “I am so pleased to be here this evening to share in the pride of these outstanding students and their families as they are honored with the Youth Board
Youth Service Awards. Events such as these remind me why I love my job. This awards ceremony has been a valued Westchester County institution for over 25 years.
The ten youth selected to receive the 2024 Youth Service Award are not just community-minded volunteers—they completed and submitted some of the most incred-
ible and sophisticated projects. These kids are serious, and with them as our future leaders, we will be in good hands.”

Read it all Online at Yonkerstimes.com

CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT
LAKISHA COLLINS-BELLAMY

PRESENTS
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Americans Fight for their Rights:

The Bill of Rights and the Boston Tea Party

Letter to the Editor from Judith Niewiadomski

Sunday December 15th was Bill of Rights Day! Did you see any mention of it in the
media? How many politicians had their photos taken with a copy of the Bill of Rights
and spoke about how important it was? (The first Bill of Rights day was celebrated on its
150th anniversary—just eight days after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.)

The Bill of Rights does not grant rights to American citizens—our rights are God-
given and preceded government. Many founders, including George Mason. “Give me
liberty or give me death,” Patrick Henry, Samuel Adams and others feared that the Con-
stitution delegated too much power. In response to their concerns and a promise made
to the Anti-Federalists, James Madison wrote the Bill of Rights which was ratified on
December 15, 1791.

The Bill of Rights says “Yo—government, we can’t list them all but here, in your face,
is a legal reminder to keep your power and money-grubbing hands and perverse ideolo-
gies off these rights—period. The people are sovereign. You may only operate such pow-
ers which are specifically delegated (temporarily allowed) to a branch of government, so
don’t get any ideas about trying to snatch more for yourself.”

Early Americans understood the place of government—as a servant, not a tyranni-
cal master. The anti-Federalists were concerned about the lack of terms limits, exces-
sive federal power, judicial tyranny and the federal government having direct taxation.
Thomas Jefferson felt that these all violated the spirit of the American Revolution.

https://www.discoverwalks.com/blog/world/10-famous-anti-federalists-and-their-ar-
guments-against-the-u-s-constitution/. Our founders knew that: ”Government is at best
a necessary evil, at worst, in intolerable one.”-Thomas Paine.

Look especially at Amendments 9 and 10. In essence, these say: “just in case you try
to weasel and stick your nose in our lives—if we did not specifically authorize you to do
it-keep out. All rights not mentioned as delegated (temporarily allowed) to you belong
to the states and the people.”

Amendment IX The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

Amendment X The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.

Read the Constitution; start listing what the Constitution does not authorize that gov-
ernment has stuck its nose and paws in, and take your power back. A few examples:
the Constitution does not authorize taxpayers’ money being spent on the Kennedy Cen-
ter, abortions, baby sitting, promoting LBGT etc, etc. especially not in other countries,
shrimp on treadmills, drunken monkeys, congressional junkets to the Great Barrier Reef
and hundreds, perhaps thousands of other ways politicians find to waste the money they
have taken from us.

Monday, December 16th was the 251st anniversary of the Boston Tea Party—an ac-
tion taken because the British government had imposed a tax on tea whether the colonists
bought it or not. (Sounds like ObamaTAXnotCare and other massive cost laws.) The
unjust tax was to be imposed as soon as the tea was offloaded on to the dock. So the
colonists took initiative. Their strategy was specific and neither harmed anyone nor
damaged anything else. A lock broken in the action was replaced. Another foundational
American event ignored because the lust for power, recognition and incessant valida-
tion has outshouted the call to service. Of the Boston Tea Party, John Adams wrote in
his diary the next day: “The people should never rise without doing something to be
remembered—something notable and striking . This destruction of the tea is so bold, so
daring, so firm, intrepid and inflexible, and it must have so important consequences, and
so lasting, that I can’t but consider it as an Epocha in history.”

The Boston Tea Party united American colonists, inspiring tea parties in at least ten
cities as the British used force to enforce their hold on power. It was an signal that here
was a people who would fight for their rights and freedom.

So, do you want to be a slave to the politicians? Use those cell phones, I-pads, and
laptops, and the internet and contact our government officials at all levels (frequently—be
an overseer giving them regular check-ups) and demandthat they cut regulations (instead
of imposing more) and cut their salaries and perks, take less of our money, mind their
own business instead of attempting to nanomanage everything we do from how we heat
our homes, what we drive, where we drive, what we can say or where we can pray.

Our 250th anniversary as the freest and most prosperous nation in human history,
which is to be ruled by the people and the standard of God’s natural laws and the Con-
stitution, is in a year and half. But the revolution was in the hearts and minds of the
American people long before the war began on April 19, 1775. It’s long past time to
restore Americanism. Start with Mark Levin’s Restoring Americanism, The Founder’s
Constitution, and a frequent re-reading of the Declaration of Independence.

Judith Niewiadomski
Yonkers

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

THE CITY OF YONKERS ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING SCHEDULED
FOR WEDNESDAY, January 15, 2025 AT 6:00 PM, WILL BE HELD IN YONKERS CITY
HALL, 40 SOUTH BROADWAY, 4TH FLOOR (building is handicapped accessible).

PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION AND UPDATES
WWW.YONKERSNY.GOV .

OPEN/CONTINUED HEARINGS

# 5797 — Area Variance - Andrew Romano, Esq., on behalf of Marketin Hila/110 Ra-
vine Realty LLC, Owner, on premises known as 110 Ravine Avenue, Block: 2118, Lot: 39,
Zone: A (B29521) https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1H-4V45sMcWs0 3rOyDixjXc
ttI'Y GnZq?usp=share link

# 5810 — Use & Area Variance — David S. Steinmetz, Esq. & Jacob E. Amir, Esq., on behalf
of TCP Realty LLC, owners, on premises known as 143-151 Woodworth Avenue, Block: 2102,
Lots: 4,5, 11,39 & 41, Zone: C (B32117) https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/TH-uwlm
InZ67Pdqnxin47LX7kkvY 8uwUh?usp=share link

# 5850 — Area Variance — Kathleen Bradshaw, Esq., on behalf of 194 Yonkers Avenue LLC,
owner, on premises known as 182 Fillmore Street aka 194 Yonkers Avenue, Block: 405, Lots:
1,2,3,5,7.8,9,13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, Zone: BA - https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1rndP3X61js_cy3P25c-FkrsMpUyXHf34?usp=sharing

# 5854 — Area Variance — Stephen A. Veneruso, Esq., on behalf of P and B Yonkers LLC,
owner, on Premises known as 37-43 Post Street, Block: 158, Lots: 66 & 68, Zone: M (B31035)
*Adjourned https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CD_9e4Guj-ufCACtnF18U_5{fJkkwCOw
T?usp=sharing

# 5836 — Use & Area Variance — Mastrogiacomo Engineering PC, on behalf of My Main Man
LLC, Owner, on premises known as 47 High Street aka 102 Park Avenue, Block: 2167, Lot:
1.3, Zone: G (B32874) * Adjourned https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KcvFoSwZwo6ljq
BkVUcJQsWyXq4z4Pn-x?usp=sharing

#5855 —Area Variance—Andrew M. Romano, Esq. on behalf of 160 Stanley Avenue LLC, own-
er, on premises known as 160 Stanley Ave, Block: 184, Lots: 68, Zone: A (B00033778) https://
drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sBCFaHOIubtvx DMelZGYwbaUBY OPIzH?usp=sharing

#5864 - Area Variance - James Veneruso, Esq., on behalf of T&H 1828 LLC, owner, On
premises known as 1828 Central Park Avenue, Block: 4615, Lot: 22, Zone M (B0034059)
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tvmzVMblrm8eG 1 pWxNYvpLQoJ90JLi02?usp=shar
ing

#5867 — Area Variance - Andrew M. Romano, Esq. on behalf of 221-223 Buena Vista Av-
enue, Block: 172, Lot: 92 & 94.98 (B0035075) Zone: UR-LD, Two Twenty One Vista Group
LLC owner, on premises know as 221 Buena Vista Avenue https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1F1m-R-0c-gBFiMzvD3FNmtZIP7EDj1mO?usp=sharing

#5868 — Area Variance — Shahin Badaly on behalf of 221 Lake Avenue, Block: 2179, Lot: 02
Zone: A&I District; 222 Lake Partners LLC, owner, on premises know as 222 Lake Avenue*
Adjourned https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/Imf709 0k71Ctg3VjstKmCYFc2p9cjcld?u
sp=sharing

#5852 - Area Variance - Andrew M. Romano, Esq. on behalf of 94 St. Andrews Place, Block:
133, Lot: 3 (B0033786) Zone: A, Pleasure Home Improvement LLC, owner, on premises
know as 94 St. Andrews Place https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-WAnk-6N6D-BLNUS
RFpIEp6VBcZd6V80?usp=sharing

#5869 — Area Variance - T&N Home Solutions LLC Regina Parker on behalf of 152 Hawthorne
Avenue, owner, Nicholas Satchel Block: 175, Lots 16.17 (B0034021) Zone: A, on the premises
know as 152 Hawthorne Avenue https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1 HcshqQg13HNBB2
hVIJickArlcmXMO0o4H?usp=sharing

#5870 — Area Variance — Cristian Hernandez on behalf of 105 Ridgewood Avenue, Block:
6335, Lot 20 (B0034666) Zone: S-50; Khaled Awwad, owner, on premises know as 105 Ridge-
wood Avenue. https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1 HsjnBOsXe6vhUxrKFTHGptknwe
Gt_d7A?usp=sharing

#5871 — Area Variance — Shahin Badaly on behalf of AMS Estates LLC, Owner, Block: 3078,
Lot: 1 (B0034832) Zone S-50, on premises know as 154 Hillside Avenue aka 350 Roberts
Avenue https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11xvsM918jg0tVwjdPyv2BdcA0Yqghltoy?usp=s
haring

#5872 — Area Variance — Ellen Theg , on behalf of Groundwork Hudson Valley Inc., owner,
on premises known as 8 Orchard Street, Block:2075, Lot:13 (B0035484) Zone :MG https://
drive.google.com/drive/folders/ | HXOSIITIPIgXIxAlQZcau2pHTBCNc_SO?usp=sharing

#5873- Area Variance- Improvement to a Non-Conforming Use - Nick Faustini, Architect,
on behalf of 148-158 Ludlow St. Corp. ,owner, On premises known as 148 Ludlow Street,
Block:165, Lot:12, (B202101347) Zone: 1 https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1098Rq51r-
2eGQr21-16SP7g3GbfqYZK ?usp=sharing

NEW HEARINGS

#5764- Area Variance - Andrew M. Romano, Esq. on behalf of Woodycrest Yonkers LLC, own-
er, Block: 2207, Lot 21 (B0024208), on premises know as 37 Woodycrest Avenue, Zone: T https://
drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TS9 F9JAFAMVLmrRI-47Z7vWeraW 1 hIP?usp=sharing

#5763 — Area Variance - Andrew M. Romano, Esq. on behalf of Woodycrest Yonkers
LLC, owner, Block: 2207, Lot 23 (B0024199), on premises know as 33 Woodycrest
Avenue, Zone: T https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13ZXZ25vrO0exLhnUzHnm7e
wIVyOkQEhVP?usp=sharing

#5874- Area Variance—HDR (Alicia Vaccaro, PE), on behalf of NYC DEP- Bureau
of Water Supply (Maria Mandarino, PE). , owner, on premises known as 601 Midland
Avenue, Block: 8001, Lot: 10, (B0035159) Zone: S-60 https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1UUwcjQOpnNtvtL GW6nSzzHTzIVYwAsQ?usp=sharing

#5875 — Area Variance — Andrew Collingham, RA , on behalf 20 Ferndale Re-
alty LLC, owner , on premises know as 20 Ferndale Street, Block:2375; Lot: 14 (
A0000235) ; Zone: M https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1b4ZLmVx93CJ7YnC9
Yq2F9TmDz8e XEWoP?usp=sharing

#5876 - Area Variance — Andrew Collingham, RA , on behalf Samuel Oliv-
ieri, owner , on premises know as 18 Ferndale Street, Block:2375; Lot: 14; (
B0033562) Zone: M https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/InBBh aCBarfkCznB
KKUpengmJxK9Woh?usp=sharing

#5877 — Area Variance- Diana Toledo, on behalf of Toledo LLC, owner, on prem-
ises know as 29 Cliff Avenue, Block: 128; Lot: 21 (B0035812) Zone: M https://drive.
google.com/drive/folders/IRmIGFLEgcBHhAWGOWTf 7HSFigVhAEUTZ?usp=shar
ing

#5878 — Area Variance — Maximillian Mahalek, Esq.,Cuddy & Feder LLP on behalf of
Central Plaza Associates LLC, owner, on premises know as 2542 Central Park Avenue
aka 2604 Central Park Avenue, Block;4877 Lot:1 (B0035618) Zone: BR https://drive.
google.com/drive/folders/1TM1vg_ bChwa4-xX7RuZaMbyJxQjZaLk?usp=sharing
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Congressman-Elect George Latimer
Reappoints Service Academy Board,
Announces Staff & Office Locations

Congressman-Elect George Latimer (CD-16) has announced the reappointment
of the Service Academy Board originally established by outgoing Congressman
Jamaal Bowman. This decision reflects Latimer's commitment to continuity, ex-
cellence and the recognition of the Board’s dedication to guiding students in pur-
suing appointments to the nation’s esteemed military service academies.

The Service Academy Board, a volunteer group of community leaders and mili-
tary professionals, plays a pivotal role in evaluating applicants seeking nomina-
tions to the U.S. Military Academy, U.S. Naval Academy, U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy and U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. Over the past four years, the board
has been instrumental in identifying and supporting exceptional young men and
women in achieving their goals of service to the nation.

Latimer said: "By reappointing this board, we ensure that their vital work con-
tinues uninterrupted, and we remain committed to identifying the next genera-
tion of military leaders. Their continued service underscores the importance of
maintaining institutional knowledge and providing consistent support to academy
applicants.”

Congressman-Elect Latimer plans to meet with the board in the coming weeks
to discuss upcoming selection processes and share his vision for supporting the
region’s young leaders.

Congressman-Elect George Latimer (CD-16) has named two individuals to as-
sume key leadership posts as his administration begins to take shape in Wash-
ington. Latimer has nominated Ellen Hendrickx to serve as District Director, and
Tremaine O’Garro to serve as Deputy District Director of his Westchester and
Bronx District offices, respectively.

Latimer said: “I consider both Ellen Hendrickx and Tremaine O’Garro to be
tremendous additions to the team, as both have proven their longstanding com-
mitment to public service in their previous roles. Ellen has served as Greenburgh
Town Councilwoman since 2021, and as a former member of my administration
as County Executive, is deeply entrenched in the issues that affect Westchester
County. Tremaine has also dedicated his professional life to state and city govern-
ment work under Assemblymember Michael Benedetto, and has greatly fostered
his awareness of the needs of the Bronx community. Both have a strong track
record of success, and I am honored and excited that they will be joining me in
Washington, D.C.”

Hendrickx joined Latimer’s Executive Team in Westchester County as Assis-
tant Director of Intergovernmental Services in 2019, and was later promoted to
Director of Research, in addition to managing Boards and Commissions to the
County Executive’s Office. O’Garro will be joining Latimer’s team following
a three-year stint in the assembly under Assembly Education Chair Michael R.
Benedetto. O’Garro also served as District Leader of the 82nd Assembly District
(Part A), and Chairman of the New York State Democratic Party’s Black Caucus.

Hendrickx said: “Having served in the Legislative and Executive branches of
County Government and as an elected Town official, I now look forward to work-
ing on Federal issues to help our Westchester neighbors. I can think of no better
person to represent than Congressman Latimer and I am confident that our team in
White Plains will do its utmost to help the people of our district with their needs.”

O’Garro said: “I am truly excited to join this talented, dedicated and service-
focused team. Under the strong and visionary leadership of Congressman George
Latimer, this team will deliver exemplary results to our constituency in the Bronx
and Westchester, and I am honored to be a part of it.”

Latimer also announced the establishment of two district offices to serve the
residents of the Bronx and Westchester County.

The Bronx district office will be located at 177 Dreiser Loop Room 3 Bronx,
New York 10475, and the Westchester office will be located at 222 Mamaroneck
Ave., Suite 312, White Plains NY 10605.

What the District Offices Will Provide:

Constituent Services: Assistance with federal programs, including Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, veterans’ benefits, and immigration.

Community Outreach: A space for engaging with local organizations, hosting
town halls, and collaborating on community initiatives.

Advocacy Support: A resource for navigating federal agencies and addressing
pressing local issues.

“Everyone who knows me knows that [ am committed to being as embedded
in the communities | serve as possible. These two district offices will ensure that
residents of the Bronx and Westchester County have direct access to their federal
representative. This is about listening, responding and solving problems together.”

Buying Comics!
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“Magic” Taxman from Cortlandt Manor Pleads
Guilty to $145 Million Tax Fraud; Faces 8 Years

Rafael Alvarez, left

Perpetrated and Oversaw One of
the Largest Ever Tax Frauds by a
Return Preparer

On Dec. 18, Edward Y. Kim, the
Acting United States Attorney for
the Southern District of New York,
announced the guilty plea of RAFA-
EL ALVAREZ, a/k/a “the Magician,”
to a two-count Superseding Informa-
tion charging ALVAREZ with one
count of conspiracy to defraud the
U.S. and steal government funds and
one count of aiding and assisting in

the preparation of a false and fraudulent U.S. individual income tax return.
The charges arise from ALVAREZ’s orchestration of a decade-long, $145 mil-
lion tax fraud scheme to file tens of thousands of federal individual income tax
returns that included false information designed to fraudulently reduce the in-
dividuals’ tax burden. As part of today’s guilty plea, Alvarez agreed to pay the
Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) $145 million in restitution and forfeit over
$11.84 million in fraudulent proceeds he received from his criminal conduct.
ALVAREZ pled guilty today before U.S. District Judge J. Paul Oetken.

Acting U.S. Attorney Edward Y. Kim said: “Rafael Alvarez became known
as ‘the Magician’ by his customers for his supposed ability to make their tax
burden disappear. But, as today’s guilty plea shows, there was no magic to
what Alvarez was doing — he was committing a serious federal crime by falsi-
fying tens of thousands of tax returns and, in the process, depriving the IRS of
$145 million in tax revenue. Today’s guilty plea, in one of the largest ever tax
frauds by a return preparer, should serve as an important reminder to tax profes-
sionals that this Office will vigorously investigate and prosecute tax offenses.”

As alleged in the Indictment and Superseding Information and statements
made in public filings and court proceedings:

From at least in or about 2010, up to and including in or about 2020, AL-
VAREZ was the CEO, owner, and manager of ATAX New York, LLC, also
doing business as ATAX New York-Marble Hill, ATAX Marble Hill, ATAX
Marble Hill NY, and ATAX Corporation (together, “ATAX”). ATAX was a
high-volume tax preparation company located in the Bronx, New York, which
prepared approximately 90,000 federal income tax returns for its customers
during this period. ALVAREZ both prepared tax returns for ATAX custom-
ers and recruited, supervised, and directed other ATAX personnel who in turn
prepared tax returns for customers. During this period, ALVAREZ oversaw a
sweeping fraudulent scheme, whereby he and his employees submitted false
information to the IRS in ATAX customers’ tax returns. This false information,
which included, among other things, bogus itemized tax deductions, made-up
capital losses, phony business expenses, and fraudulent tax credits, served to
fraudulently reduce the customers’ tax liability and increase the customers’ tax
refunds from the IRS.

In total, ALVAREZ oversaw ATAX’s fraudulent submission of tax returns
on behalf of customers that deprived the IRS of $145 million in tax revenue.
ALVAREZ was so consistent at falsifying ATAX customer tax returns that he
became known to ATAX’s customers as “the Magician.” Additionally, ALVA-
REZ agreed as part of his plea agreement that he was a leader of the scheme and
attempted to obstruct or impede the administration of justice with respect to the
investigation of the tax fraud scheme when he and an ATAX employee made
false statements to an IRS Revenue Agent. ALVAREZ’s operation of ATAX
helped the company generate approximately $12 million in fraudulent proceeds
over the duration of the fraud.

ALVAREZ, 61, of Cortland Manor, New York, pled guilty to one count of
conspiracy to defraud the U.S. and steal government funds, which carries a
maximum sentence of five years in prison, and one count of aiding and as-
sisting in the preparation of a false and fraudulent U.S. individual income tax
return, which carries a maximum sentence of three years in prison. ALVAREZ
is scheduled to be sentenced by Judge Oetken on April 11, 2025.
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For the First Time in Five Decades, New Yorkers
Had No Third Party Choice for President in 2024

Westchester remembers Jimmy Carter, continued from pg 2-

during Killoran’s many years with Habitat for Humanity.

By Dan Murphy

When New Yorkers cast their ballots on Nov. 5, 2024, they had only two
presidential choices: Kamala Harris or Donald Trump. Biden appeared on the
Democratic and Working Families party lines, while Trump appeared on the
Republican and Conservative party lines.

As someone who has grown disaffected with both major political parties
and someone who voted third party in both 2016 and 2020 (Libertarian), |
decided to look back to see when was the last time that New Yorkers had only
two choices for President.

In 2020, the Libertarian Party (Jo Jergenson) and the Green Party (Howie
Hawkins), were on the Presidential ballot in New York.

In 2016, the Libertarian Party (Gary Johnson) and the Green Party (Jill
Stein) appeared on the ballot.

In 2012, Johnson, Libertarian, and Stein, Green appeared on the Presiden-
tial ballot.

In 2008 and in 2004, Ralph Nader ran and was on the ballot in NY for Presi-
dent. Nader ran as the Populist Party candidate in 2008 and as a Green Party
candidate in 2004. Bob Barr ran as the Libertarian candidate for President in
2008.

In 2000, the Green Party, (Nader) the Right to Life Party (Pat Buchanan),
and the Independence Party (John Hagelin) were on the Presidential ballot in
NY. Nader got 3.58%.

In 1996, Ross Perot got 8% of the vote in NY on the Independence Party
line, while Nader got 1.2% on the Green Party line. Howard Philips ran as the
RTL party and was also on the ballot in NY.

In 1992, Perot got 15.75% in NY as the Presidential candidate of the Inde-
pendent Party.

In 1988, only the Right to Life Party, and Presidential candidate William
Marra, were the third party option in NY.

In 1984, New Yorkers had only two choices for President; Walter Mondale,
democrat, or Ronald Reagan, republican.

In 1980, John Anderson appeared on the ballot in NY and got 5.8% of the
vote.

So why were there no third party options for the xxx New Yorkers who do
not indentify with any political party in NY?

Former Governor Andrew Cuomo is the reason. In 2018, Cuomo was chal-
lenged for re-election for Governor by Sex in the City actress Cynthia Nixon.
The Working Families Party endorsed Nixon, but Cuomo won both the Dem-
ocratic and WFP primaries. But Cuomo never forgot the political noise that
the WFP and Nixon made in the summer of 2018, and in 2020, he changed the
rules and raised the obstacles for minor political parties to get on the ballot
and stay on the ballot.

Cuomo included the changes in the 2020 State budget. Legislators had no
choice but to vote on both the budget and the ballot changes in one bill. The
changes included increasing the number of votes that minor party candidate
for President must get from 50,000 to 130,000 to stay on the ballot. He also
tripled the number of signatures a candidate or minor party are required to get
to 45,0000 in a 45 day window.

Since these changes, no third-party candidate for President has beenon the
ballot in NY, despite efforts by the Green Party and the Libertarian Party to
do so.

“The US has the most restrictive ballot access requirements of any electoral
democracy in the world. The ballot should be available to all serious candi-
dates. It is anti-democratic for the Democrats and Republicans to keep their
competition off the ballot, especially when combined independent and third-
party enrollment is 27% of the active New York electorate,” said Green Party
candidate for Governor and President Howie Hawkins.

There are 3.4 Million voters in New York State who are not registered to the
democrat, republican, conservative or working families parties. Those voters
were forced to choose between Harris, Trump or don’t cast a vote for Presi-
dent.

There is no political motivation in Albany to change this. All of the state
legislators are Ds or Rs. One candidate, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., did make a
concerted effort to get on the ballot for President in NY in 2024. I was hoping
to cast my vote for RFK Jr., but while his name was on the ballot in several
other states, he was not on the ballot in NY.

Other notable third party Presidential candidates in New York were:

George Wallace, 1968, Courage Party, 5.29%.

Henry Wallace, 1948, American Labor Party, 8.25%.

Teddy Roosevelt, National Progressive Party, 24.5%
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I first met Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter in Los Angeles, during a build blitz. We built
21 houses in LA in one week. President Carter was diligent, a hard worker, who was
committed to getting the job done. He pushed all of us.”

“I don’t think I agreed with all of his priorities, but his faith should be a witness to
us all. A mustard seed can take any person and change the world,”

The man who got Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter to build houses through Habitat for Hu-
manity was Millard Fuller. Fuller founded Habitat and Killoran worked under Fuller.

In 2008, a disagreement resulted in Millard and Linda Fuller being removed from
the Board of Habitat. Shortly after that the Fuller’s founded The Fuller Center for
Housing, the group that Killoran joined in 2018.

Killoran met President Carter at a Bible study in Georgia with Fuller and two more
times at the funeral for Fuller and the 10th anniversary of his passing.

“I have been to the Carter center in Georgia and to his childhood home in Plains
Georgia. He was a graduate of the Naval Academy.”

“Especially during this time of Christmas and Chanukah, we should take President
Carter’s example as a Clarion call to build houses. Here in Westchester, the dream of
owning a home is slipping away from too many young people who are leaving.

“I’m still here building houses for Veterans with interest free loans and repairing
houses for our older residents who also need help. That would be the best way to hon-
or President Carter, put on some gloves and help us build,” said Killoran, whose work
in Westchester building affordable houses can be found at https://www.facebook.com/
fullercenterny.

The Fuller Center wrote a wonderful remembrance of President Carter. Titled, For-
mer President Jimmy Carter "was a Christian in the best sense of the word" https://
fullercenter.org/former-president-jimmy-carter/?

Here are some excerpts, “When former President Jimmy Carter and wife Rosalynn
returned to their hometown of Plains, Georgia in 1981 after losing the White House to
Ronald Reagan, their intention was to decompress, get their post-campaign finances
in order and for the newest ex-president to write a book.

“He also returned to teaching Sunday school at Plains’ Maranatha Baptist Church,
where a steady stream of people associated with a then-fledgling affordable hous-
ing nonprofit called Habitat for Humanity — headquartered about 10 miles away in
Americus, Georgia — began showing up to hear him teach.

The leader of that nonprofit was a man named Millard Fuller.

“The first time we heard about Millard, I was still in the White House, and he wrote
a very ugly editorial about Rosalynn and me not helping with Habitat,” Carter recalled
with a laugh in 2019 at Koinonia Farm during an event marking the 10th anniversary
of Fuller’s homegoing.

Carter decided it was time to hear Millard and Linda Fuller out, so he and Rosalynn
invited to their Plains home to hear more about the movement. The now former presi-
dent, though, warned his wife that this was just a listening session — nothing more.

“I told Rosalynn ahead of time, ‘Don’t agree to anything! We’ve got all we can do
already,”” Carter recalled in 2009 at The Fuller Center for Housing’s inaugural Millard
Fuller Legacy Build in Lanett, Alabama.

Sure enough, Millard came armed with a long list of things he wanted the Carters
to do. It was vintage Millard Fuller — convinced that he could accomplish anything
if only he could get in front of people who cared and people who could appreciate
his passion and his vision. Like most others whom Millard got in front of, the Carters
were roped completely into the mission — and they agreed to every single item on
Millard’s list.

“They came into our house, and in half an hour we’d agreed to work for Millard
Fuller,” Carter said with a laugh. “I thought it was the worst thing that could happen,
but it turned out to be the best thing. ... From then on, our life was changed. It changed
my and Rosalynn’s life for the better.”

Carter said Millard Fuller’s “Theology of the Hammer” led to an ephiphany for him
— one that changed the course of his life.

“That bridging from going to church and taking somebody and demonstrating what
Christ told us to do, it’s a very difficult thing to tie together,” Carter once said. “But
Millard Fuller taught me how it could be done, and, for that, I am very grateful to
him.”

“Millard and I are grateful to have had the opportunity to work with him and witness
his unwavering commitment by being the ‘hands and feet’ of Jesus Christ in our needy
world,” said Linda Fuller, who co-founded both Habitat for Humanity and The Fuller
Center for Housing. “President Carter’s stellar leadership and passion have made a
lasting impact on both Habitat and The Fuller Center for Housing and the partnering
families. His dedication to building homes for families and communities in need con-
tinues to inspire us to this day. We are grateful for his partnership, his friendship, and
his example of selfless service to others.”

It is nearly impossible to overstate the impact that the Carters’ involvement had in
turning Habitat for Humanity into a household name and lifting the affordable housing
movement to new heights. While Millard Fuller preached the Theology of the Ham-
mer as a way to spread the Gospel by putting faith into action, President Carter put one
of the world’s most recognizable faces upon that philosophy and literally illustrated
it — hammer in hand well into his 90s, even after undergoing brain surgery.

“It’s always been his faith that impressed me most,” said Chris Fuller, the first-born
son of Millard and Linda who took many groups to hear the president teach Sunday
school at Maranatha over the years, especially during his time as a campus minister.
“Whatever he did or said, it was his relationship to God that guided everything. And
he never let up. He was a Christian in the best sense of the word. Jimmy denied him-
self, picked up cross daily and followed Jesus just like it commands in Luke 9:23.
What a witness and what a life!”

“I saw first-hand how he put his faith in action, got muddy and sweaty just like ev-
eryone else, and sparked those projects to success,” Fuller said,” end of Fuller story.

Most of the media mention Habitat for Humanity in President Carter’s obituary, and
rightfully so. But the story continued with the Fuller Center for Housing and the man
who pushed Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter to service, Millard Fillmore.

In our view, the chain of service extends from President Jimmy Carter to Millard
Fillmore to Jim Killoran, who is still serving others by building houses and giving
home ownership in the most expensive county in the USA. God Bless Jimmy Carter
and consider volunteering or donating to Killoran and the Fuller Center for Housing.
And the best way to honor Jimmy Carter would be to spend a day or two volunteering
with Killoran, or making a donation. https://www.facebook.com/fullercenterny.
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Classifieds

Attorney

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don't Accept the insurance company's first of-
fer. Many injured parties are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free evalu-
ation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now:
1-888-454-4717. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the closest provider

DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested divorce papers prepared. Only one signature
required. Poor person Application included if applicable. Separation agreements.
Custody and support petitions. 518-274-0380

Auto Donations

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? Your car donation to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start their own business. Fast free pick. Running or not! Call
24/7: 1-888-251-3135.

Autos Wanted

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant of-
fer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374

Health

HEARING AIDS!! High-quality rechargeable, powerful Audien hearing aids
priced 90% less than competitors. Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-day money
back guarantee! 855-819-7060

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-855-
399-2582

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-855-399-2719

Home Improvement

Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU
MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the work
completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not affili-
ated with State or Gov Programs.

Do you know what’s in your water? Leaf Home Water Solutions offers FREE
water testing and whole home water treatment systems that can be installed in as
little one day. 15% off your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior & military discounts.
Restrictions apply. Schedule your FREE test today. Call 1-866-247-5728

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality bath
and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES! Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Call Now! 1-855-399-2076

Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) standby
generators - the most powerful home standby generators available. Industry-lead-
ing comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A.
Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496

Miscellaneous

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every
Year On Us! 844-329-9391

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct
and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+
and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTYV 1-888-534-6918

Real Estate

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670

Services

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Locally owned and
affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-866-448-8311 Have zip code
of property ready when calling!

Services

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS! Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES and
300,000 HOTELS across the world. Let us do the research for you for FREE! Call:
877 988 7277

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call
1-844-919-1682

TV Internet Phone

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-782-4069

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call
now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-855-399-2803

Weekend Events in Westchester County Parks

SATURDAY, JAN. 4

Marshlands Conservancy, Rye: (914) 835-4466

Birding for Beginners, 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. For anyone interested in birdwatching,
this is a great way to learn some basics. Bring binoculars. Led by Chris Mignone
of Central Westchester Audubon.

Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White Plains: (914) 428-1005
New Year Hike, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Ring in 2025 with a hike around the pre-
serve. Hiking shoes are recommended.

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914)
862-5050

Native Plant Seed-Cleaning Workshop, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Ages 12 and older can
join our native plant staff to learn how to clean and process Hilltop-grown har-
vested seeds for propagation and storage. Free. Pre-registration required: https://
hilltophanoverfarm.org/events/event-calendar.html/event/2025/01/04/native-
plant-seed-cleaning-workshop/507978

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914)
862-5050

The Farm Stand, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Buy our crops harvested from the fall
as well as freshly grown greens from our greenhouse. Also: Feb. 1, March
1. Get details https:/hilltophanoverfarm.org/events/event-calendar.html/
event/2025/01/04/1736002800/farm-stand-open/504586

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720

Second Photography and Art Exhibit, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. View people’s talents
and love for wildlife and nature through photography and artwork. Saturdays and
Sundays through Jan. 25.

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914)
862-5050

Animal Meet & Greet, 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. See our animals up close! Join one of
our educators to learn more about our cows and goats, how we care for them and
their purpose on the farm. Also: Feb. 1, March 1.

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914)
862-5050

Old Time Music Jam, 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. This is a monthly gathering of local
acoustic musicians who play traditional Appalachian fiddle music. Come to play
or just listen, and enjoy the community that music can create! Musicians of all
levels are welcome. Also: Feb. 1, March 1.

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Somers: (914) 864-7282

Backyard Sugaring, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. Do you know that you can make your own
maple syrup right in your backyard? Come by to learn about the equipment you
will need, identifying sugar maples in all seasons, the correct way to tap trees and
how to turn sap from maples in your yard into syrup on your pancakes. Sessions
will meet at 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. at Muscoot’s Sugar Shack to tour our equipment
and see our maples. Also: Jan. 5.

Lenoir Preserve, Yonkers: (914) 968-5851
New Year’s Ecology, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. Join us for a hike around Lenoir to learn
about the ecological wonders of winter. Hiking shoes are recommended.

Trailside Nature Museum at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation, Cross River:
(914) 864-7322

Intro to Hiking, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Ages 8 and older can join us at Trailside for
a beginner-friendly guided hike through the reservation. Together we can explore
some unique features of our ecosystem and contribute to the 100-mile challenge.

SUNDAY, JAN. 5

Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290

Geology of the Lower Hudson, 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Croton Point and its envi-
rons reveal vast geological processes going back hundreds of millions of years,
most recently burial and rebirth by ice. Ages 6 and older can hike the park’s shore
to see the evidence for themselves! Free; winter hiking conditions; wear sturdy
shoes. Meet at the entrance to the RV Park.

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Gardening Sundays, 10 a.m. - 12 p.mGet details and register https://www.las-
donpark.org/event/gardening-sundays/2025-01-05/

Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White Plains: (914) 428-1005

Community Science Series: Wildlife Tracking, 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Join the
conservation staff to learn techniques for tracking wildlife and how it’s used to
study wildlife in Westchester County. This event includes a moderate hike. Hik-
ing shoes are recommended.

See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special

3 Months-$299.00
6 Months—-$499.00
12 Months -$899.00

email risingmediagroup@gmail.com
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Blue Door Art Center’s Call for Artists
Black History Month

A
BLUE T
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CENTER

CALL FOR ARTISTS

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Deadline for Entries Sunday, January 19, 2025

I Theme “ANCESTORS”
CURATOR, DENNIS SHELTON
ExHiBimion Dartes: FEBruaRrY 1 - MarcH 1, 2025

Click Here to Enter

13 RIVERDALE AVE. YONKERS. NY 10701 WWW.BLUEDOORARTCENTER.ORG

Deadline: Sunday, January 19, 2025 11:59pm

Details and submissions at https://bdac-ancestors.artcall.org/

Opening Reception: Saturday, February 1, 2025, 1 - 6pm

Exhibition Dates: February 1 - March 1, 2025

In Gallery and Online

We stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before us. A celebration
of the achievements of our Ancestors and how they are connected to our pres-
ent. Share your pride this Black History Month by participating in “Ancestors,
curated by visual artist and teacher, Dennis Shelton (@sheltondl.artist).

Paintings, drawings, photographs, collage, sculpture, etc. welcome (please
no Al generated work). Size limit 18” x 24” (if larger, ask us) You may submit
up to four (4) pieces. Nothing over 1001bs please. All media will be accepted,
and can be listed as either “For Sale” or “Not for Sale”.

Dennis Shelton is a Visual artist who mainly works with Collage, Mixed
Media and Wood Assemblages, creating art using recycled materials and
found objects. The artwork featured above is a selection from his collage, “A
Seat for the Ancestors”

Artist Fees: Members $25 per piece in gallery and $10 per piece online

Non-Members $35 per piece in gallery and $15 per piece online

THE CITY OF YONKERS/YONKERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BUREAU OF
PURCHASING, One Larkin Center, 3RD Floor, Yonkers, New York 10701 (Lo-
cated in the Yonkers Riverfront Library Building across from the Metro-North
train station) will receive sealed Bids and Proposals for the following projects
until 2:00 PM, on the dates below.

Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read at the address above in the 3rd
Floor Finance Conference Room.

The building is open from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for receiving packages via
courier services and in person. If delivering bids in person, individuals must see
the Public Safety Officer in the library atrium, who will contact Purchasing to
meet the individual at the 3rd floor elevator.

Those interested in listening to the Sealed Bids opening and the reading of
bids can dial Conference Call number 1-701-802-5221 and enter Access Code
1354203 when prompted.

Solicitation documents are available for downloading from the Empire State
Purchasing Group website at http://www.empirestatebidsystem.com/. The City
welcomes and encourages participation by local and minority and women owned
business enterprises.

1. Bid No. IFB-7219A — Opening date: 01/24/2025: North Yonkers Boys and
Girls Club Phase I Site Improvements, 223 Ridge Avenue (MM).

2. Bid No. IFB-7357 — Opening date: 02/07/2025: Water Mitigation of Fuel
Tank Room and Other Improvements at Cesar Chavez School, 4 construction
contracts: GC Building, HVAC, Plumbing and Electrical. (FB)

3. Bid No. I[FB-7358 — Opening date 02/07/2025: Phase 2 - Replace Windows,
Masonry, Select Interior Finishes and Site Work at Family School 32, 5 construc-
tion contracts: GC Site, GC Building, HVAC, Plumbing, and Electrical (KS)

4. Bid No. IFB-7359 — Opening date 02/07/2025: Window Replacement &
Athletic Field Improvements at Saunders Trades & Technical High School, 3
construction contracts: GC Site, GC Windows, and Electrical (AC).

5. Bid No. IFB-7371 — Opening date 01/17/2025: Twenty-four month contract,
with two 12-month options to renew, to provide building demolition services on
an as needed emergency basis (KS).

6. Bid No. RFB-7345 — Opening date 02/07/2025: Twenty-four month con-
tract, with option to renew for 12-months to provide janitorial services at 15 city
owned/leased facilities (VB)

7. Bid No. RFB-7373 — Opening date 01/17/2025: Twenty-four month contract
, with option to renew for 12-months, to provide parts and repair services, as
needed, for the City’s fleet of Chrysler, Ram, and Jeep vehicles (FB).

8. Bid No. RFB-7374 — opening date: 01/17/2025: Twenty-four month con-
tract , with option to renew for 12-months, to provide parts and repair services,
as needed for John Deere equipment (FB).

TAX SALE NOTICE
CITY OF YONKERS

Department of Finance and Management Services, Office of the Commission-
er, City Hall, Yonkers, New York.

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 452, Laws of 1908, known as the
Supplemental Charter of the City of Yonkers, as amended by Chapter 725, of
the Laws of 1917, adding thereto a new article numbered Article V-a, as further
amended by Chapter 487, Laws of 1922, and as further amended by Chapter 667,
Laws of 1933, as amended by Article IX Section 1 of Local Law No. 20-1961,
as amended by Section 57 of Local Law 11 of 1995, and any subsequent amend-
ments thereto, known as the Charter of the City of Yonkers, I, the undersigned
Commissioner of Finance and Management Services of the City of Yonkers, do
hereby give public notice

That the respective owners of the lands and tenements in the City of
Yonkers on which any taxes or assessments have been imposed and became a
lien and have remained unpaid for one year since the same were due and payable
are required to pay the amount of said taxes and assessments, together with all
unpaid taxes and assessments affecting such lands and tenements, which became
a lien and were due and payable prior to December 24, 2024 with all penalties
thereon remaining unpaid, together with the interest thereon at the rate provided
by law from the time the same became due and payable to the time of payment,
and the charges of this notice and all other costs and charges accrued thereon to
the time of payment, to the Commissioner of Finance and Management Services
of the City of Yonkers, at his office in the City Hall, Yonkers, New York.

And Notice is hereby given that if default be made in such payment,
the lien of the City of Yonkers, upon said lands and tenements for any tax or as-
sessment, which became a lien so as to be due and payable before December 24,
2024; will be sold at public auction in the Ceremonial Court Room, 4th Floor,
City Hall, 40 South Broadway, in the City of Yonkers, on Wednesday, May 14,
2025, at 10:00 A.M. of that rate, for the lowest rate of interest, not exceeding 12
per centum per annum, at which time any person or persons shall offer to take the
same in consideration of advancing the said taxes and assessments and penal-
ties, as the case may be, the interest thereon as aforesaid to the time of sale, the
charges of notice and all other costs and charges accrued thereon; and that such
sale will be continued from time to time until all said liens of taxes and assess-
ments shall be sold.

The transfer of tax liens to be executed and delivered to the purchaser
thereof pursuant to the terms of said sale shall be subject to the lien for and the
right of the City of Yonkers to collect and receive all taxes and assessments and
penalties and interest thereon which became due and payable, of which became
a lien upon said lands and tenements on and after the date mentioned in the ad-
vertisement for sale as stated herein, namely, the 24 day of December.

Each of the tax liens referred to in this advertisement will be sold subject
to the provisions of the Federal Servicemembers Civil Relief Act and amend-
ments thereto and Section 314 of the New York State Military Law.

Notice is hereby further given that a particular and detailed statement of the
property affected by this sale, together with the total amount of the tax lien there-
on, which are to be sold will hereafter be published in the official newspaper(s)
of the City of Yonkers.

FURTHER OR ADDITIONAL TAX SALE NOTICE

In addition to the foregoing Tax Sale Notice and Statutes therein de-
scribed, the further or additional notice is given setting forth the lots and parcels
of land, including the street address thereof, on which the tax lien is to be sold to-
gether with the aggregate amount of tax lien thereon, and the assessed valuation
of every said lot and parcel as described in the 2023 Tax Rolls as approved by
the Department of Assessment and Taxation and confirmed by the City Council.

The name set forth is that of the person, corporation or legal entity ap-
pearing on the tax rolls as the owner or occupant of the lot or parcel of land upon
which the tax lien is to be sold.

The first item is the Comptroller’s Tax Lien Number; the second is that of the
person appearing on the tax rolls as the owner or occupant of the property; the
third is the location of the property as described on the tax rolls which includes
the Section, Block and Lot Numbers as shown on the Official City Map; the
fourth is the assessed valuation unimproved as shown on the tax rolls; the fifth is
the total assessed valuation as shown on the tax rolls; the last group of figures is
the total amount of the lien which is to be sold.

John Liszewski, Commissioner of Finance and Management Services
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Bennett, Cuomo, continued from pg 2-

of NY State and Cuomo whose allegations forced Cuomo to resign.

Bennett had a history of working for women’s rights organizations in Westchester,
including Hope’s Door in Pleasantville. Bennett worked in three capacities for Cuomo
from 2019 to 2020 as his special assistant, executive assistant, and policy advisor.

Bennett told NY Times reporter Jesse Mckinley that on June 5, 2020, she was alone
with Cuomo in Albany when he asked her whether age was a factor in a relationship. He
added that he was open to a relationship with a woman in her 20s. Bennett said that while
Cuomo never touched her, “I understood that the governor wanted to sleep with me, and
felt uncomfortable and scared,” Bennett told the Times. “And I was wondering how I
would get out of it and assumed it was the end of my job.”

Bennett’s attorney, Debra Katz, issued the following statement.“Since Ms. Bennett
filed suit in federal court in September 2022, former Governor Cuomo has used every op-
portunity to harass our client with an astonishing number of invasive discovery requests
and outrageous statements in pleadings to embarrass and humiliate her. These include
requests for medical records for unrelated specialists, including gynecologists, optom-
etrists, and others, and medical records dating back more than ten years from when she
was a minor.

“This fishing expedition was designed to dig up material to smear our client and distract
from the fact that Mr. Cuomo did, as the New York Attorney General’s Office concluded
after a lengthy investigation, sexually harass Ms. Bennett and at least 11 other women. It
is also important not to lose sight of the fact that before engaging in his multi-year, multi-
million dollar legal war against Ms. Bennett— funded by N.Y. State taxpayers— Mr.
Cuomo apologized for his behavior.

“At a March 2021 press conference, he apologized for “making anyone feel uncom-
fortable” and for “whatever pain I caused anyone™[1] and said, “I acknowledge some of
the things I have said have been misinterpreted as an unwanted flirtation. To the extent
anyone felt that way, I am truly sorry.”[2] His apologies were empty.

“From the beginning, this litigation has been about securing justice for Ms. Bennett.
For years since she dared to come forward with allegations against Mr. Cuomo, Ms.
Bennett has bravely withstood inflammatory and false assertions about her character and
conduct. She has been forced to fend off increasingly invasive documents and deposition
subpoenas sent to her parents, family, close friends, and college. Mr. Cuomo has used
these legal proceedings to punish Ms. Bennett and others who reported his sexual harass-
ment and to cause more harm to her, all at the expense of New York taxpayers.

“On behalf of Ms. Bennett and in support of all who have faced sexual harassment by
powerful men like former Governor Cuomo, we will continue to seek justice in our ac-
tion against the State of New York. We are currently engaged in settlement discussions
with the State of New York and former Governor Cuomo, who threatened to interfere
with that process in his most recent letter to the federal court. In dismissing the federal
case, we thus hope that our client will be able to resolve this dispute and finally be made
whole for all the damage Mr. Cuomo and his agents caused her.”

A Statement from Charlotte Bennett reads: “Former Governor Andrew Cuomo can
no longer use this lawsuit to harass me and my family. His abusive filings and invasive
subpoenas are meant to humiliate and retaliate against me and those who have supported
me over the last five years of this living nightmare. Mr. Cuomo’s letter to the Court last
week is another example of this, and I have had enough.

“Throughout this harrowing two-year case, I’ve many times believed that I’d be bet-
ter off dead than endure more of his litigation abuse, which has caused extraordinary
pain and expense to my family and friends. I desperately need to live my life. That’s the
choice I am making today.” Ms. Bennett’s case in State court against the State of New
York, which was her employer, will proceed.

Cuomo’s attorneys, Rita Glavin, and Theresa Trzaskoma, stated, “Ms. Bennett’s deci-
sion to drop her baseless lawsuit should be viewed as a complete capitulation and a des-
perate attempt to avoid being confronted with the mountains of exculpatory discovery—
including contemporaneous texts and videos that the AG’s office never obtained—that
completely refute her claims against Governor Cuomo,” reads a statement from Cuomo’s
legal team.

“After falsely smearing Governor Cuomo for years, Ms. Bennett suddenly withdrew
her federal lawsuit on the eve of her deposition to avoid having to admit under oath that
her allegations were false and her claims had no merit. If New York State does give in to
her public pressure campaign and settles, it will not be on the merits. It should require the
public release of all the evidence so that New Yorkers finally know the truth: Governor
Cuomo never sexually harassed anyone.”

Days after Bennett announced that she was withdrawing her suit against Cuomo,
Cuomo filed legal papers that indicate he is moving forward with a defamation law-
suit against Bennett.“The nature of this action is to recover compensatory and punitive
damages for the serious injuries and losses that Governor Cuomo has suffered and will
continue to suffer as a result of the December 9, 2024, false statement by Bennett and her
agents that Governor Cuomo “sexually harassed” Bennett (the “December 9 Defamatory
Statement”).

“Bennett’s agents tweeted this statement on December 9, 2024, with the headline:
“Debra Katz and Charlotte Bennett issued statements on news that Bennett voluntarily
dismissed her lawsuit in the U.S. District Court in the SDNY against Andrew Cuomo,
who sexually harassed her.”

“Bennett reposted her agents’ tweet, which has garnered over 90,000 views. The De-
cember 9 Defamatory Statement—which was intended to be and was widely dissemi-
nated and which was made in the wake of Bennett and her agents’ numerous prior public
accusations against Governor Cuomo—was false and defamatory, and Bennett made it
knowing full well that it was false and intended to harm Governor Cuomo,” states the
lawsuit.

Katz called Cuomo’s actions, “shameful that Mr. Cuomo has now chosen to go down
that path.” Many New York Democrats feel the same way and do not find the former
Governor’s actions to be an offer of peace with the many in the party who don’t want
Cuomo to make a political comeback. Cuomo is rumored to be preparing a run for NYC
Mayor.

“If Andrew wants to mend fences, this isn’t how. It’s an indication that he plans to
operate in the same way as he did when he was Governor. Take it or leave it and play
hardball,” said one Westchester democrat.

Many Westchester Democrats called for Cuomo to resign after the allegations of Ben-
nett and others came out. An independent report made for NYS Attorney General Letitia
James found that Cuomo sexually harassed 11 women. The US Department of Justice
conducted a federal investigation which found that Cuomo harassed 13 women.Cuomo
has disputed both reports and has never been charged with a crime. Some democrats
wonder how he can run and win as a democrat, with so many still not willing to forgive
and forget. Cuomo recently changed his voter registration last year from Westchester
County, Purchase, to New York City.

Jenkins, Pastors, continued from pg 1-

Chester

Rev Minnie Green — Grace Baptist Church, Mount Vernon

Bishop Dr. Veron House — New Life Baptist Church, Mount Vernon

Pastor Shaun FEllison Jones — Star of Bethlehem Baptist Church, Ossining

Rev. Dr. H. Lee Jordan — Shiloh Baptist Church, New Rochelle

Rev. Hugh B. Marriott — Allen AME Church, Mount Vernon

Pastor Eugene Minson- Allen AME Church, White Plains

Rev. William Mizell — Grace Baptist Church, Mount Vernon

Pastor Debra Morris — Church of the Living God, Yonkers

Rev. Dr. Darren Morton — Macedonia Baptist Church, Mount Vernon

Rev. Dr. Edward Mulraine — Unity Baptist Tabernacle, Mount Vernon

Rev. Dr. Wallace L. Noble — St. Catherines AME Zion Church, New Ro-
chelle

Bishop Dr Errol O’Savio — Mount Olivet Apostolic Faith Church, Mount
Vernon

Bishop Judith O’Savio — Mount Olivet Apostolic Faith Church, Mount Ver-
non

Pastor James Perry — Mount Olive Baptist Church, Peekskill

Pastor Denise Pickett — Trinity United Methodist Church, White Plains

Bishop Wayne Powell — Strait Gate Church, Mamaroneck

Bishop Dr Wilbert Preston — Christ Temple Church, White Plains

Rev Dr Leroy Richards, First Community Church of the Nazarene, Elms-
ford

Pastor Tyrone Robinson- First Community Baptist Church, White Plains

Rev. Dr. Gregory Robeson Smith — Mount Hope AME Zion Church, White
Plains

Rev. Dr. Erwin Lee Trollinger — Calvary Baptist Church, White Plains

Rev. Dr. Jeffery Wheeler — Mount Calvary CME Church, Mount Vernon

Rev. Robert K. Williams — White Rock Baptist Church, Mount Vernon

Dr. Edward O. Williamson — Bethel Baptist Church, White Plains

This powerful show of support from faith leaders across Westchester under-
scores Jenkins’ deep roots in the community and his proven ability to bring
people together.

For information on Ken Jenkins and his vision for Westchester, visit www.
JenkinsforWestchester.com.

Jenkins is way ahead of any candidates from either party considering a run
for County Executive. The new political calendar favors Jenkins, with a spe-
cial election for County Executive coming in Feb. or March, both parties will
select their candidate. A primary in both parties will not happen until June.

Westchester County GOP Chair Doug Colety recently put out a call seeking
candidates for a number of offices, writing

Dear Friends,

Following the victories of President Trump, Congressman Lawler and As-
semblyman Slater, the Westchester GOP looks forward to continuing our mo-
mentum into the new year as 2025 brings critical county and local races.

As you may be aware, petitions are expected to start on February 25th.

We have begun our process of interviewing candidates for Westchester
County Executive, County Legislator and County Clerk. We anticipate a spe-
cial election being called in February for County Executive, followed by the
full term in November and welcome any potential candidates.

If you or anyone you know has an interest in running for any of the above
offices this year, please email me at chairman@westchestergop.com or leave
a voicemail for me at 914-949-3020, ext 1. While our interview process is for
county offices, most of our towns and cities will have local races this year and
we can gladly connect you to your local leader.

1 look forward to speaking to all prospective candidates to outline the pro-
cess and answer any questions.

Best wishes for a healthy and happy New Year.

Doug Colety, Chairman

Westchester GOP
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Hanukkah Parade Drives Through Yonkers

Photos (c) Robert Kalfus

left: Chabad
of Yonkers Rab-
bi Mendy Hur-
witz leading the
Hanukkah pa-
rade starting at
Yonkers Mayor
Mike Spano’s
office, wind-
ing through
Yonkers, with
brightly lit Hap-
py  Chanukah
signs  topping
almost all two
dozen cars.

Left:

David Kell-
ner drives in
the Chanu-
kah car pro-
cesssion

top left: Yonkers Sgt. Dean Campana light the sixth candles of Hanukkah at the
Mayor’s office, with Chabad of Yonkers Rabbi Mendy Hurwitz bottom left: Kobi Za-
licha lights of sixth lights of Hanukah atop Mahia bottles of David & Dorit Mahias

The Hanukkah celebration started at Yonkers City Hall on Tuesday night, with Mayor Mike Spano lighting the shammash, and other dignitaries kindling other lights,
followed by a plentiful kosher dinner, latkes and sufganiot. Rabbi Mendy Hurwitz led a Chanukah procession of almost two dozen cars, each with a brightly lit “Happy
Chanukah” sign and a lit electric menorah on top, illuminating Yonkers with a wonderful parade of menorahs, circling Yonkers streets, stopping first at Yonkers Dept.
of Public Works for speeches from Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano and other officials. The Yonkers Police Dept. assured safe transit for all the Chanukah decorated cars,
which then proceeded to end back at Yonkers’ Nahmias et Fils Distillery, for pizza, traditional warm latkes (potato pancakes fried in oil) to all, and traditional sufganiot
(jelly donuts). Yonkers Distillery Nahmias et Fils was founded by Dorit Nahmias and her husband Master Distiller David Nahmias, a former computer-software engi-
neer, who was raised in the small Moroccan town of Taznakht. His parents Joseph and Tamou, and grandparents, Saada and Moshe, were also distillers and they created
Mabhia, a unique Jewish alcoholic beverage, made entirely from figs, dates, or grapes. David Nahmias and his wife Dorit hand-craft their award-winning spirits with
the finest, natural ingredients and are proudly the sole producers of Mahia in the United States, produced at Nahmias et Fils at 201 Saw Mill River Road, building C.
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10 YEARS AND COUNTING.

For over a decade St. John’s Westchester Orthopedic Center has provided you the most
advanced joint replacements—right in your back yard.

RENOWNED ORTHOPEDIC TEAM
m Precise MAKOplasty® robotic-assisted implant alignment .
m Full skeletal, clinical and radiological diagnostics 5 d
® Muscle sparing surgery L p 4
f1. e

m Joints that work in harmony with your entire body

m 99% patient satisfaction*
*Source: Based on WOC follow-up survey Howard J. Luks, MD Vishal A. Mehta, DO
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