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Yonkers Own Zyon “Baby Tyson” Duprey ICE is Back in Yonkers, as Protests
Wins Mike Tyson’s Boxing Tournament in Vegas

and Vigils Against ICE Continue

—

Facebook photo of ICE making a recent arrest on Nepperhan Ave.
By Dan Murphy

L-R-John Morrison, Mike Tyson, Zyon Duprey
By Dan Murphy

White House Border Czar Tom Homan is living up to his word of increasing
ICE operations in New York State after Governor Kathy Hochul and the State
legislature passed a series of laws prohibiting local law enforcement from coop-
erating with ICE in removing illegal or undocumented residents.

“ICE is operating across the state today, but there’s going to be a surge, and
there needs to be a surge. But [ am not going to show our hand because there are
groups who will try to impede and interfere,” said Homan.

Boxing fans across the country are starting to take notice of Yonkers’ own
Zyon “Baby Tyson” Duprey. And that includes Mike Tyson, who watched Zyon
win his boxing tournament on July 25 in Las Vegas. And he is only 16 years old.

Zyon trains at the Yonkers Knockouts on South Broadway in Yonkers. His
trainer-mentor is John Morrison. Morrison runs Yonkers Knockouts with the
gym located at 29South Broadway (https://yonkersknockouts.com/).

We reported on Zyon two years ago, when he broke onto our scene as a

14-year-old. That year, 2024, Zyon won the Championship Belt-Gold Medal in :
the USA Boxing National Junior Olympics. That put him on the map across the Shophfter Pepp cr Sp rays YOIlkCI'S COp

country, as the #1 at 176 pounds. Over a $ 12 Braclet?

continued on pg 5-

Merante Calls for an Independent Investigation
Into the Yonkers Wastewater Plant Failure
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Fernando Rivera made a bad decision is pépper spraying a YPD officer
See story on page 10

Former Councilman and State Senate candidate Anthony Merante
See story on page -8

Join the ICE bucket Challenge Aug. 9
Let’s Not Forget Pat Quinn

Westchester Progressives Denounce Latimer’s
Vote Against Amendment to Cut Aid to Israel
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See story on pg 5--

See story on pg 11--
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The American Dream No Longer
Includes Job Security

By: Dennis Richmond, Jr.

If you’re over the age of 55, you remember an America that younger generations
never experienced. It was an America where a high school diploma or college de-
gree opened the door to a career. You found a company, worked hard, stayed loyal,
and expected to retire decades later with a pension, good health insurance, and the
respect that came with years of service.

But today, that promise is over. And sorry kids, she’s never coming back.

Across nearly every industry, employees are discovering that years of education
and dedication no longer guarantee stability. Companies restructure, offices become
virtual, budgets are cut, departments disappear, and long-tenured workers can find
themselves unemployed overnight. In an age of social media, even comments made
years earlier can resurface and cost someone a career. The rules seem to change con-
stantly, and many workers feel they’re one mistake away from starting over.

There was a time when experienced employees were viewed as a company’s
greatest asset. Someone with 20 or 30 years on a job knew the business, trained
younger employees, and carried institutional knowledge that couldn’t easily be re-
placed. Whether you walked into a school, a hospital, or a local business, chances
were you’d meet people who had spent decades building their careers there.

But baby, in 2026, that kind of longevity is rare.

Education offers one of the clearest examples. New teachers enter the profession
every year with passion and optimism, yet many leave within only a few years.
Some leave because of burnout. Others leave because they feel unsupported, dis-
respected, or overwhelmed. The same story can be heard in health care, public ser-
vice, retail, manufacturing, and countless other professions. More people are asking
themselves a question previous generations rarely considered: Is staying worth it?

To be clear, no one should tolerate harassment, discrimination, or abuse in the
workplace. But it is worth asking whether something larger has changed. Have ca-
reers become more disposable? Have employers become less invested in retaining
experienced workers? Or have workers concluded that loyalty is no longer reward-
ed?

Recent layoffs at News 12, affecting familiar faces across the country, reminded
many people that even decades of service are no guarantee of job security. Some
of those employees had become trusted voices in our community, yet their years of
dedication offered little protection in the long run.

I still believe in teaching. I still believe in showing up every day, working hard,
and giving my students everything I have. But every year I meet talented educators
who decide to walk away from the classroom.

America isn’t losing jobs, but she is definitely losing careers. And the question
isn’t whether people still want to work. The question is whether career loyalty still
means anything anymore.

Dennis Richmond, Jr. (@ New YorkStakz) is a journalist, historian, and educator
from Yonkers, NY. He writes to uplift unheard voices, honor history, and inspire
change.
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Rural NY School District Will Be One of

First to Bring Humanoid Robot Into Classroom

Starting this fall, Salamanca High School will deploy a humanoid robot
and avatar teaching assistant

By Melissa Manno, NY Focus

Note: This story originally appeared in New York Focus, a nonprofit news
publication investigating power in New York. Sign up for their newsletter
here.

On July 24, Salamanca City Central School District announced that it’s
pausing the humanoid robot and avatar program while school officials “work
through enhanced student data privacy agreements.” Read more about the de-
velopment here.

When students return to school this fall in the Salamanca City Central
School District in Western New York, a new kind of teacher will be ready to
greet them. The small, rural district located on the Seneca Nation reservation
is set to be one of the first in the country to put a humanoid robot in a class-
room. It will not replace the classroom teacher, but is programmed to provide
learning support to both students and educators.

At a board meeting last month, the Cattaraugus County school district
agreed to purchase the robot from Realbotix, a tech company, along with an
artificial intelligence teacher’s assistant program allowing students to interact
with an avatar of the robot on laptops.

“This deployment in a working school district represents a landmark mo-
ment for both Al and humanoid robotics,” said Andrew Kiguel, CEO of Real-
botix, which is currently building the robot. “Salamanca marks the beginning
of'a new era where humanoid robots and intelligent Al assistants become stan-
dard tools in STEM education.”

The female robot, named Sally, will have a “lifelike appearance” with sili-
cone skin and long brown hair, Kiguel said in an interview with New York
Focus. It will be stationary in a seated position but have a wide range of upper-
body movements and facial expressions.

Students will use a unique identification code when interacting with the
robot during class, allowing it to access their learning data and provide per-
sonalized support based on their past communication with the avatar, Kiguel
said. “They’ll be able to say, ‘Hey, I’'m student number 1234,” and then the
robot will be like, ‘Hey, we were talking about this yesterday, do you want to
continue that conversation?”’

Salamanca plans to introduce the robot and avatar in its high school Al and
robotics courses, which use curriculum developed by Apple co-founder Steve
Wozniak to prepare students for high-demand tech jobs. The district plans to
expand it to high school students in other classes if the pilot is successful.

Salamanca Superintendent Mark Beehler explained the district’s embrace
of Al. “Many schools are taking the easy solution of simply banning it, but I
have found that students will find a way around most rules that schools put
in place,” Beehler said in a written response to questions. “I also believe it is
critical for schools to teach proper use of technology, not simply exclude it.”

During and after school hours, students will be able to use the avatar to
receive help with assignments. Kiguel said students could upload photos of
homework for feedback, ask the avatar to generate lessons on topics that inter-
est them, or receive real-time translations in over 100 languages. Unlike other
Realbotix robots, Salamanca’s robot will not have advanced features such as
facial recognition and recording.

The robot will also serve as a classroom resource. If a teacher loses their
place during a lesson or needs a prompt on what comes next, Kiguel said, they
can ask the robot for guidance because it has been loaded with the district’s
curriculum.

The products cost the district $57,590, according to the contract attached to
the school board agenda. Kiguel said the price was discounted; the company’s
website lists the M-Series robot, the model purchased by the district, at a start-
ing price of $95,000.

“It is critical for schools to teach proper use of technology, not simply ex-
clude it.”

—Salamanca Superintendent Mark Beehler

The plan has sparked debate online, with some calling it a forward-looking,
innovative step for the district and others expressing concern about the broad-
er implications of further integrating Al into schools, particularly in an

continued on pg 8-
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Strong Community Outpatient Services at
St. John’s Riverside Hospital, From the Inside Out
with Sherlon Quarless

By Dan Murphy

St. John’s Riverside Hospital (SJRH) operates one of the largest and most compre-
hensive behavioral health systems in the state. Recently, Assistant Vice President for
Outpatient Services Sherlon Quarless spoke with us about SJRH’s behavioral health
services and how they can help patients with substance use disorders.

Quarless began her career as a nurse’s aide at St. John Riverside Hospital, later re-
turning to school to attain two master’s degrees in both social work and public admin-
istration. She then worked as a social worker and clinical supervisor before becoming
Assistant Vice President for Outpatient Services.

Quarless became passionate about addiction treatment after realizing her own
mother was an alcoholic. She grew up in Barbados, where she says heavy drinking
was normalized, but she began to see the toll addiction could take after moving to
New York.

“My mother was an alcoholic. But I didn’t know that until I got here and realized
that drinking wasn’t normal,” she explains. “It wasn’t what people do. Because back
there, everybody did it. [ saw the changes, the life with my mom, and the things that
happened, but I never really understood until I got here. And then there was no treat-
ment there because it’s what everybody does, right? So, when I was a nurse’s aide,
and I listened to the stories and saw the behaviors, I was like, * Wow. © That’s when it
clicked for me—my mom was an alcoholic.”

In her role overseeing multiple outpatient services, Quarless says that she is very
proud of the SJRH staff and their dedication to helping patients.

“We have an amazing staff, all credentialed,” explains Quarless. “They’re all li-
censed, and they all come with that drive and passion for our patients. Everyone is
very client-centered. They meet the patients where they’re at. And I think that’s the
number one thing for a behavioral health program. You have to start with the staff.”

SJRH behavioral health services include the Greenberg Addiction Center in Green-
berg, the Archway Center in Mount Vernon, and the Comprehensive Recovery Center,
or CRC, in Yonkers. All three centers offer medication-assisted treatment, or MAT,
for substance use disorders. Only the CRC offers methadone due to federal restric-
tions, but options like Suboxone and Vivitrol are available at the other locations.

“With methadone, you have to come to the clinic every day,” says Quarless. “With
Suboxone, you can go to your doctor and get a 30-day prescription, and be home. And
Vivitrol is administered as a once-monthly shot, so you don’t have to come in every
day.”

SJRH professionals work to find the right solutions for each patient. Quarless
explains that patients with opioid use disorder typically start on methadone and
may be able to move to other options if they are doing well.

continued on pg 4-
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On Thls Day in Yonkers History...

Edwin
Armstrong
demonstrating

his new invention
in 1922

By Mary Hoar, City of Yonkers Municipal Historian, 1977 recipient of the
Key to the City of Yonkers, President Emeritus Yonkers Historical Society, recipi-
ent of the 2004 Key to History, Yonkers Landmarks Preservation Board Member,
Founder of Revolutionary Yonkers 250 and President Untermyer Performing Arts
Council

Monday, August 3rd

August 3, 1639: The three Weckquaskeck chiefs who owned Keskeskich-- Fec-
quemeck, Rechgawae, and Packanniens-- sold the tract of land called "Nepperhaem,"
present-day Yonkers, to the West India Company.

August 3, 1945: Following efforts in New Rochelle, a group of Yonkers men and
women met to try to stop execution of Private Daniel Jones of Elm Street. Jones, who
was Black, had written a letter to his father protesting his innocence of the charges of
mutiny. The letter, read at the meeting, explained what really happened. He enclosed
a letter from another soldier stating 25 witnesses wanted to testify for Jones and the
condemned men... every one of the soldiers volunteering to speak in their defense
immediately was transferred to another company.

The Yonkers people created the Committee to Stay the Execution of Private Jones.

Jones was one of seven men sentenced to die; four other men were sentenced to life
imprisonment. Why? An argument with a captain who did not like Black soldiers!
The soldiers repeatedly had tried to transfer out of the captain’s command.

He had them report to Military Police, obstensibly for transfer. Once there, the men
were arrested, accused of shooting a MP officer.

Tuesday August 4th

August 4, 1926: Supervisor James Sullivan, Democratic leader of the Westchester
County Board, had a major clash with members of the board when they again delayed
paving Yonkers Avenue for another year. Sullivan reminded them Yonkers paid 27%
of the county tax... yet did not nearly get its share of improvements.

August 4, 1935: To commemorate the 296th anniversary of the transfer of Yonkers
area land to Europeans, Native Americans pitched a tent on the shores of the Hudson
to relive the days when they ruled the area.

Wednesday, August Sth

August 5,1927: The trial of Yonkers Alderman William McGeory, President of
the Westchester County Building Trades Council, opened before Federal Judge Ja-
cob Trieber in New York City. He was charged with conspiracy. The government
alleged he conspired not to “permit others to set cast stone manufactured outside the
district.” Officials alleged the monopoly cost NYC builders more than $1,000,000 a
year. James Vahey of Boston represented Alderman McGeory.

August 5, 1933: Alexander Smith and Sons Carpet Company reduced the

continued on pg 9-
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SJRH, conintued from pg 3-

“We have to consider homeless people and those who just can’t maintain,” she
says. “You have to be doing really well on methadone for the doctor to give you
Suboxone, because you have to maintain it. We also have to think about ques-
tions like, ‘If I don’t have my own apartment, where am I putting this medica-
tion?’ Those are important considerations.”

In addition to MAT, SJRH offers patients support through talk therapy with
individual and group options.

“At all of our sites, we do individual sessions,” says Quarless. “We have group
sessions. We offer bilingual services because they are very important—espe-
cially at our Greenberg location, where there’s a significant Spanish-speaking
population. So we offer group and individual sessions in English and Spanish.”

Additionally, telehealth appointments provide more options for patients.
“Sometimes, professional people are mandated to get treatment, but depending
on the company they work for, they may not be able to go in for inpatient care,
and they need to maintain their employment. So for them, telehealth appoint-
ments are an option. They also help to maintain privacy.”

Quarless also notes that as she tried to help her mother with alcohol-related
medical conditions, she learned more about the causes of addiction. “As I started
this journey, I realized that people don’t just drink or they don’t just use drugs.
There’s always an underlying issue, right? So then [ was going through that with
her and helping her to see—you know, this is why people do this.”

Quarless adds that they now have a psychiatric nurse practitioner to assist
patients with dual diagnoses, which are common in addiction recovery. “I want
to say about 85 percent of our patients have had some dual diagnosis for mental
health. It could be depression, for example. We have a psychiatric nurse practi-
tioner who can address dual diagnosis.”

SJRH also works with adolescents, and Quarless says they believe preven-
tion is key. “We partnered with the schools in Yonkers to have sessions with the
parents and talk about what to look for, how to know if your child is using, etc.”

Another thing Quarless has learned in her years of working in behavioral
health is that relapses are common among people with substance use disorders.
“First, we have to understand that relapse is a part of the process. You’ll have
many relapses, but you’ll always—and I say always—can recover. Relapse will
be a part of your story, but you can come out on the other side.”

More information about SJRH behavioral health services and addiction re-
covery treatment can be found at https://riversidehealth.org/specialty-servic-
es/behavioral-health-services/

Yonkers Rising
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ICE, continued from pg 1-

Reports in Yonkers confirm recent ICE activity on Nepperhan Avenue and in
the Park Hill neighborhood of the city. While there is no cooperation between the
Yonkers Police Department and ICE, or with any Westchester law enforcement
and ICE, ICE activity continues.

Governor Hochul and NYAG Letitia James announced that the new Office of
Immigrant Trust (OIT), a first-of-its-kind statewide bureau within the Office of
the Attorney General (OAQ), sent letters to the 12 local law enforcement agen-
cies in New York that currently have 287(g) agreements with U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), informing them that state law requires they un-
wind the agreements by August 25, 2026. Created as part of a legislative package
championed and signed by Governor Hochul on May 27, 2026, OIT is dedicated
to enforcing New York laws that protect immigrant communities, strengthen
public trust, and limit the use of state and local resources for federal civil immi-
gration enforcement. As part of its duties, OIT will receive complaints, provide
guidance to state and local agencies, conduct investigations, and take legal action
when necessary to ensure compliance with state law.

“New York is strongest when every community is able to trust the institutions
meant to serve them,” said Attorney General James. “The Office of Immigrant
Trust will help ensure that schools, local governments, and public agencies remain
places of safety and support, rather than agents of the federal administration’s
campaign of fear and intimidation. My office is proud to stand up for immigrant
New Yorkers and prepared to hold anyone who violates our laws accountable.”

“Nobody is above the law. In New York, we will not tolerate the diversion of
local resources for federal civil immigration enforcement at the expense of public
safety. That is why we passed a commonsense set of laws standing up against
federal overreach and ensuring that local law enforcement is not deputized by the
highest funded law enforcement agency in the country,” said Governor Hochul.
“My top priority is keeping New Yorkers safe. Ensuring our law enforcement
remains focused on local crimes is essential to protecting our communities and
maintaining public safety.”

New York law now prohibits local governments and law enforcement agencies
from participating in any formal or informal 287(g) agreement and using cor-
rectional facilities, juvenile detention facilities, and facilities for youth to house
federal civil immigration detainees. Under the new state law, existing 287(g)
agreements must be terminated by August 25, 2026.

Section 287(g) agreements allowed local officers or employees to engage in or
assist with federal civil immigration enforcement or otherwise perform the func-
tions of federal immigration officers, eroding trust between immigrant communi-
ties and local institutions, and making residents less likely to report crimes, seek
help, or cooperate with law enforcement. The Local Cops, Local Crimes Act pro-
hibits local governments and law enforcement agencies from entering into 287(g)
agreements or similar arrangements that use local resources to detain people for
federal immigration violations. This provision ensures that New York’s local law
enforcement resources are directed toward local public safety priorities, rather
than the federal government’s mass deportation agenda. Through OIT, Attorney
General James will ensure that municipalities comply with New York law and
that state and local institutions remain focused on protecting and serving New
Yorkers.

The OIT was established as part of a package of state laws designed to limit
state and local involvement in federal civil immigration enforcement, safeguard
local resources and public safety, and protect immigrant communities across New
York. These laws:

Restrict the use of state and local resources for civil immigration enforcement;

Limit sharing certain sensitive information with federal immigration authori-
ties;

Implement new protections for students and families in schools; and

Ban local governments and law enforcement agencies from having or enter-
ing into agreements for civil immigration enforcement with U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) under Section 287(g) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act.

New Yorkers who witness federal enforcement actions anywhere in the state
should report them to OAG through the federal action portal. New Yorkers who
believe that a state or local agency, employee, contractor, school, or other covered
entity has violated state laws related to civil immigration enforcement are encour-
aged to contact the OAG hotline at 1-800-771-7755. The Office of Immigrant
Trust will also be launching an online civil complaint form in the coming weeks.

Some NY law enforcement agencies have indicated that they will defy the Gov-
ernor and the AG and continue to partner with ICE. Most are in upstate NY and
on Long Island.

Yonkers large Latino population of more than 40% is sounding the alarm over
ICE and their activities across the region. The biggest complaint we hear, and
agree with, is that ICE is detaining residents who have lived in Yonkers for a long
time and have not committed a crime.

Some of the best coverage of ICE activity in Westchester and the Hudson Val-
ley can be found on the Facebook page of Ignacio Acevedo, https://www.face-
book.com/iggyacevedo, who provides videos and photos of ICE activity from, in
recent months, Port Chester, Ossining, Croton on Hudson, White Plains, Peek-
skill, New Rochelle, Mt. Kisco, Tarrytown and Yonkers.

The Facebook group, Yonkers Sanctuary Movement/Movimiento Santuario
Yonkers, https://www.facebook.com/YoSanctuaryMovement, recently held a
“Justice and Peace Vigil , to honor the parents and all the people who have been
murdered by ICE,” held at St. John’s Church in Getty Square.
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Baby Tyson, continued from pg 1-

Now Zyon fights as a heavyweight. He stands 5 feet, 10 '2 inches and now
weighs 205 pounds.

Perhaps the biggest fight of Zyon’s career was on July 25, when he fought
in the Mike Tyson invitational at the Sahara in Las Vegas. Zyon first met Mike
Tyson in 2024, when Mike told him to “never give up.”

His opponent, Christopher Merced, weighed 245, outweighing Zyon by 40
pounds. With Mike Tyson watching and commenting, Zyon fought like Mike,
with a quickness and speed that overmatched Merced, a national champ in his
own right and the #2 ranked HW.

Watch the fight on  YouTube. (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=11QdrVrCb5U). It’s 4 hours and 28 minutes in. Here’s my take; email
us your take, and I will post and print.

Round 1-Both feeling each other out. Zyon was quicker and more active, as
he was in the entire fight.—10-9 Zyon

Round 2-Dominating round for Zyon—very active, quick, landing punches
left and right and starting to show some confidence. Merced looks overmatched
and too slow.

Zyon shows a swagger in this round, dancing around, protecting himself like
Tyson used to do, the peek-a-boo. He’s calling Merced to come to him and
fight. Zyon was too quick and landed some good punches. 10-9 Zyon.

Round 3-Zyon-came out like a wrecking ball, throwing a flurry of punches,
some of which landed. Merced landed some punches at the end of the round,
but Zyon was dancing around at the end, holding his hands down and taunting
his opponent. In the boxing world, cockiness helps you win fights.

Winner: Zyon, unanimously.

One of the commentators after the fight said that Zyon tried to clinch too
many times. He needs to learn to let the fight go. We agree, but as Morrison says
about Zyon, “the sky is the limit.”

Morrison posted,

To everyone back home who believed in us, prayed for us, called, texted, and
cheered us on, this victory belongs to you too. Your support has meant more
than you’ll ever know.

Zyon’s story is exactly why we do what we do.

He’s living proof that when you change the message, you can change the
mindset. There was a time when he never imagined his childhood dream would
become reality. But dreams do come true when they’re backed by hard work,
discipline, faith, and people who refuse to stop believing in you. People always
say it takes a village to raise a child. I believe that. But at Yonkers Knockouts
and Brother 2 Brother 914, we’ve discovered something even greater.

It takes family. That’s what we are. We celebrate together. We struggle to-
gether. We push each other. We hold each other accountable. And when one
of us wins, we all win. This isn’t just a victory for Zyon. This is a victory for
every young person who walks through our doors wondering if they’re good
enough. We hope this shows them that no dream is too big when you have the
right people standing beside you,” wrote Morrison.

Before Zyon left for Vegas, he met Mayor Mike Spano and members of the
City Council.

“Congratulations to Yonkers’ own Zyon “Baby Tyson” Duprey on another
impressive victory! Fresh off becoming the 2026 Golden Gloves National
Champion, Zyon earned a unanimous decision victory last night at the Mike
Tyson Invitational in Las Vegas, continuing an incredible run on the national
stage.

“Every time Zyon steps into the ring, he represents Yonkers with determina-
tion, discipline and heart. Congratulations to Zyon, his family, coaches and
everyone who has supported him along the way. Good luck, Zyon. Yonkers is
proud to be in your corner,” said Mayor Spano.

Zyon went around the City Council Chambers and met with councilmembers
and their staffs before he left. Council President Lakisha Collins-Bellamy and
her husband went to Las Vegas to support and surprise Zyon.

Before he left for Vegas, Zyon accepted Jesus Christ as his personal savior
and was baptized at Messiah Baptist Church.

We watched a YouTube video of Zyon and Morrison in Vegas, which we will
use for Part 2. It tells us a lot about how Zyon got here.

And here’s the thing: Zyon has a good chance to go to the 2028 Olympics.
And who knows? The sky’s the limit.

And he is a Yonkers young man, born and bred. It’s time to get on board,
Yonkers. And consider getting involved, or helping, Yonkers Knockouts. They
have a lot of events and live fights. We will be highlighting them more in the
months ahead.
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Ice Bucket Challenge Aug. 9

JOIN US FOR
YONKERS

2026 ICE BUCKET CHALLENGE
ENMPIRE CITY.

CASING
BY MGM RESORTS

SUNDAY

AUGUST 9™ « 12:30PM
REGISTER AT:
YONKERSNY.GOV/IBC

Even in Death, Pat Quinn Gives us Lessons for Life Published May 27, 2021

Patrick Quinn *06, the late ALS Ice Bucket Challenge co-founder and proud lona
College Gael, delivered a posthumous keynote address during Iona’s 77th annual
Commencement Ceremony held virtually on May 23.

Here is Quinn’s speech, God Bless Pat. “ALS has taken so much from me, how-
ever, it will never beat me. The disease will never win because I won’t allow it. It
may one day take my physical life, but my fight will last forever.

“My name is Pat Quinn, I’'m born and raised in Westchester. Grew up in Yonkers,
lived in White Plains for a little bit. I went to lona Prep, went to lona College — that’s
where I played rugby and met some of the best guys in my life.

“I traveled down to Baltimore, Maryland, to visit the world-renowned Johns Hop-
kins Hospital. On this one day, they would run me through a million tests — most of
which I had already done a number of times. After all the tests, I remember sitting
in the small room by myself just waiting for the doctor to come in and tell me what
he was thinking. Every Google search I did, every scientific medical opinion I ever
read — it was all flying around in my head. But, what I most remember was having
that last bit of hope come over me. I still had hope it wasn’t ALS and boom the door
opened and my head went completely blank.

“The next thing I would hear is, “Patrick, it’s conclusive that we can diagnose you
with ALS.” I remember walking out of the hospital, sitting on a bench and just star-
ing into the sky. Even though I researched my symptoms and had a feeling it was
ALS, I still had this hope inside of me that the doctors would find something differ-
ent. They didn’t. Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. On March 8, 2013, I was diagnosed
with ALS at the age of 30.

“Okay, now what? I was just diagnosed with a disease that patients’ life expec-
tancy is two to five years. [ was diagnosed with a disease that no one has ever beaten.

“My disease is named after a baseball player, Lou Gehrig, who died over 75 years
ago at the time and there is still no cure, even a treatment. It would have been really
easy for me to give up. No one would have been mad at me if [ decided to be quiet

continued on pg 9-

SAVE ON YOUR

Travel Planst

Lp to 75%
more than 500 Alrlines
and 300,000 Hotels across the world

avid! money

your travel dallars when pruget there 101 GEITING there!

snimasecailor o best esoon. 04 1 -988-7277



FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2026 -YONKERS RISING - PAGE 6

Mayor Mike Spano’s = el
BACKPACK TO SCHOOL DRIVE

& e supplies list

Please Donate the Following Supplies

through August 20*
= backpacks = pendil sharpeners
® crayons * loose leaf paper
» colored pencils = composition books
* washable markers « pendl pouches
= glue sticks » pocket folders
= Elmer's Glue s hand sanitizer
* rulers » tissue packets
» pink erasers = masks/face coverings
* #2 pendils

Backpacks and school supply donations may be made at the following
“Backpack to School” drop-off locations until Sunday, August 18th:

Yonkers City Hall - 40 South Broadway (Lobby) [Until Friday, August 16th]
Riverfront Library - One Larkin Center

Grinton 1. Will Library - 1500 Central Park Avenue

Crestwood Library - 16 Thompson Street

And all four Police Precincts

Muhlenberg College Student from Yonkers
Conducts Biochemistry Research on Algae

; 4‘

DROP YOUR ANCHORS!
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This summer, James Williams, a class of 2028 Muhlenberg College pre-health biology
major from Yonkers, who’s also a student-athlete on the track and field team, is conducting
summer research on campus. He is introducing stressors to a species of algae to see if it re-

acts similarly to or differently from how a terrestrial plant would react.
Read more at: https://yonkerstimes.com/muhlenberg-college-student-from-yonkers-con-

ducts-biochemistry-research-on-algae/
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Saturday, August 8, 2026 at 11:00am
Coyne Park, 771 McLean Ave., Yonkers, NY
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Mayor Spano Officiates Wedding Ceremony
at Untermyer Gardens Conservancy

i

“It’s always such an honor to officiate a wedding and our beautiful Untermyer
Gardens Conservancy is always such a stunning background.

Join me in congratulating our former Yonkers Youth Bureau Chair, Yecenia Mo-
ran and her husband Jhoan Montoya. May your new life together be filled with hap-
piness and love,” said Mayor Mike Spano.

Yonkers Rising
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87 Nepperhan Comes Down

87 Nepperhan, a
City Department
building for de-
cade, recently was
taken down.
Mayor  Spano
Stated, For years,
this former Health
Center, which lat-
er housed several
City departments,
blocked the view
of City Hall. After
determining  the
building could not
be repaired in a
cost effective way,
the decision was
made to remove
it and return the
_ - : : property to what
e = — : = EE it once was: open

green space.

This project will create a clearer, more welcoming approach to City Hall while giv-
ing residents new parkland to enjoy.

Yesterday, we witnessed some of the demolition process at 87 Nepperhan Avenue.
While the building is still standing, seeing part of the demolition firsthand marked the
beginning of a new chapter for this historic site.

Originally built in 1933 as the Yonkers Health Center, the building later served as
home to several City departments, supporting residents for decades. As work contin-
ues, we honor its legacy while looking ahead to the future of this site and the contin-
ued revitalization of Yonkers.
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Merante, continued from pg 1-

State Senate candidate Anthony Merante is calling for an independent investigation
into the July 3 power failure at the Yonkers Joint Wastewater Treatment Plant, which
resulted in partially treated wastewater being released into the Hudson River.

The plant serves communities throughout southern and western Westchester and is
critical to protecting public health, local waterways and the Hudson River. A major
failure can expose residents to harmful bacteria and contaminants, threaten recreation
and wildlife, and cause sewage backups in homes, businesses and surrounding com-
munities.

“The Yonkers wastewater plant protects the health and safety of hundreds of thou-
sands of Westchester residents,” Merante said. “Reliable power, functioning emer-
gency generators and modern treatment equipment must be a top priority, not an
afterthought.”

Westchester County owns and operates the plant, while New York State regulates
the facility and helps finance improvements. Both the county and state governments
have been controlled by Democrats for years, yet the aging plant remains vulnerable
to electrical failures, flooding and equipment breakdowns.

“Democrats love to give lip service to protecting the environment and the Hudson
River, but when it comes to actually doing the work, Andrea Stewart-Cousins and the
Albany Democrats are nowhere to be found,” Merante said.

The public has not received a complete explanation of why the plant lost normal
electrical service and was unable to transfer successfully to emergency generator
power.

Merante is calling for:

An independent investigation into the power and backup-system failures

The public release of generator inspection, testing and maintenance records

A comprehensive and fully funded modernization plan

Greater accountability from county and state officials

“We cannot wait for another failure that creates an even greater public-health and
environmental disaster,” Merante said. “Westchester residents deserve answers, ac-
countability and action.”
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Robots, Teachers, continued from pg 3-
underserved area.

Salamanca is the only incorporated city in the United States located entirely
within a Native American reservation. The school district serves roughly 1,300
students, including 32 percent who identify as American Indian or Alaska Native
and 79 percent who are economically disadvantaged.

“We already have so many issues in our community, including environmental
issues. I just don’t understand the concept of adding Al onto that,” said local par-
ent Sierra Abrams, who learned about the technology in a district Facebook post.
“Bringing it into the school district is contradicting everything we believe, in my
opinion.”

For the past few months, the company has worked to establish guardrails to
ensure student safety. Kiguel said the robot and avatar were trained on the dis-
trict’s curriculum and will always redirect the conversation back to education.
References to suicide, self-harm, or other flagged terms would automatically alert
school administrators.

In a demonstration for New York Focus, Kiguel told the avatar that he was be-
ing bullied at school and wanted to get revenge on the student.

“I’m really sorry that happened to you. Being picked on and having rocks
thrown at you is not okay, and that must have felt upsetting and maybe even
scary,” the avatar responded. “The best next step is to tell a trusted adult at school
right away, like a teacher, counselor or principal, and let your parent or guardian
know, t00.”

Beehler emphasized the importance of safety and privacy, noting that the robot
and avatar operate on a closed system that is not connected to the internet, and
that Realbotix will not have access to personally identifiable student information.

To avoid Al-generated inaccuracies, Beehler said Realbotix trained the robot
and avatar to say, “I don’t know,” instead of generating fabricated or misleading
responses known as “Al hallucinations.”

The Trump administration has promoted the expanded use of Al and technol-
ogy in education. Early in his second term, President Donald Trump signed an
executive order establishing a taskforce to help integrate Al into curricula and
teacher training. In March, First Lady Melania Trump entered a White House
technology summit alongside a humanoid, Al-powered robot and invited guests
to envision a future where robots educate children in literature, science, art, phi-
losophy, mathematics, and history.

At the same time, there has been growing scrutiny of educational technology
nationwide, with parents forming groups to push for stronger oversight of Al, and
clearer guidelines to limit screen time and ensure digital resources are used ap-
propriately in schools. In May, the New York State United Teachers union called
for strict limits on artificial intelligence and screen time in schools, and earlier this
month, New York City Public Schools Chancellor Kamar Samuels announced an
educational technology purchasing freeze until the school system finalizes guid-
ance on artificial intelligence later this summer.

The classroom marks a new venture for Realbotix, a Toronto-based robotics
company formerly known as Tokens.com, that helped customers use cryptocur-
rency to rent “digital land” in the Metaverse. In April 2024, the company acquired
Simulcra, the Las Vegas parent company behind RealDoll, which has spent de-
cades creating hyperrealistic sex dolls and later expanded into sex robots that
remain on the market today.

In a statement to New York Focus, a spokesperson explained that over the past
two years, Realbotix has built a new team focused on education, health care, and
wellness applications, and that Realbotix and RealDoll do not share employees,
payroll, physical locations, or technology. She said Realbotix “is pursuing a trans-
action with a Nasdag-listed company that is intended to separate the businesses at
the ownership level” with completion expected by September.

In recent years, Realbotix has worked to expand its presence in commercial set-
tings. Still, it is best known for its “companion robots,” which are different from
sex robots and intended to address what it’s described as a “loneliness epidemic.”
Kiguel has previously said the company’s goal is to produce robots and Al that
are “indistinguishable from humans.”

“Bringing it into the school district is contradicting everything we believe.”

—Sierra Abrams, Salamanca School District parent

Beehler, Salamanca’s superintendent, said the partnership with Realbotix began
after a former colleague met an investor at a dinner and discussed the possibility
of bringing the company’s robots into the education sector. He was initially cau-
tious about the partnership because it represented uncharted territory for both Re-
albotix and the school district. But he said the company was receptive to feedback
and willing to adapt its products for the unique demands of an educational setting.

The superintendent acknowledged concerns about students’ increasing screen
time and emphasized that Al and robotics should support, not replace, the human
connections at the center of education.

Beehler said the district will measure the success of the program primarily
through qualitative feedback from both students and teachers.

Ryan Schaaf, associate professor of educational technology at Notre Dame of
Maryland University, said he was optimistic about the initiative, but cautioned
that its success hinges on thoughtful implementation, with teachers actively mon-
itoring and guiding students’ interactions with Al.

Chaaf acknowledged the backlash against Al in education, but said ignoring the
technology is a mistake. “It gives students a true disadvantage because once they
leave school, they are going to be immersed in Al technologies.” Instead, he ar-
gued that schools should balance Al-assisted learning with traditional instruction
to prepare students for life after high school.

State Senator George Borrello, who represents Salamanca and surrounding ar-
eas of Western New York, said the program could help level the playing field for
students by providing tutoring access to those who might not be able to afford
private options and sparking greater interest in STEM.

Borrello said local leaders have long struggled with keeping young people from
leaving Upstate New York after high school. He said investments in technology
and STEM education could help show students they can pursue fulfilling, high-
paying careers in tech while still building their futures in rural communities like
Salamanca.

“One of the biggest things we see right now in technology is people fearing
what the future will be with Al. Will it replace the workforce? Will it grow out of
control?” he said. “I think this is a great way to get not just the kids but the teach-
ers and the parents more comfortable with what the future may hold.”
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Pat Quinn, continued from pg 1-

and accept what doctors were telling me was a death sentence. [ want you to know
that you can be great no matter what life throws your way. I want to show you goals
can be achieved no matter what you are put up against. Doing something special,
creating positive change, being successful, getting to where you want to be in life —
none of this comes easy. Life is really difficult and [ am sure many of you have gone
through tough times or maybe you’re going through something right now. You need
to know you can overcome these tough times, but you can’t do it alone. You need to
build support. That is what I did next.

“Shortly after the shock wore off, I decided I was going to fight this thing with
everything I possibly could. I needed to start somewhere so I decided to put a team
together for the local ALS walk. We named our team, “Quinn for the Win.” Over
100 people would show up to support my fight. This is the first time I felt like I could
really do something positive. This successful first event gave me the confidence to
put myself out there and publicly fight the disease. I saw the way people responded
to a young man struggling with a disease that had no hope. It inspired me to do
everything I could to create that hope people needed. My belief was that creating
awareness for ALS will build support and that support will lead to more funding for
research. The disease that was supposed to take my strength was turning me into a
pit bull. I became engulfed in ALS, putting myself out there with hopes of bringing
attention to the disease. I can’t lie, I had selfish motives to start. I wanted to live.
My fight started with a desire to grow old but it grew into a passion; not just a fight
for myself but for everyone, and that passion would get stronger the more I got in-
volved. Every time I met a new ALS patient, I became more inspired. My drive to
fight this disease quickly became way bigger than a personal battle. This passion,
this inspiration, this drive — it would all land me in the right place and right time to
be a driving force behind something special, something that would make a differ-
ence and it led me to the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge.

“My message to you is that life isn’t about getting hit and hiding in a corner.
Life is a challenge -it’s meant to be. The fight isn’t what I want you to think about,
though, I want you to think about how you fight and what you’re going to do when
the fight doesn’t go your way. You’re all going to face incredible challenges in your
life; it’s about having the mental strength to see it and not be afraid. I want to light
your inner fuel; I want you to know you can be a game changer. Take your life head
on and be prepared to fight for everything you want in life. It’s in all of you, you just
need to have the courage to let it out. This is an incredible part of your life. You’re
learning about yourselves and figuring out who you want to be. See that and seize
every opportunity in life. You’re not just some young college kids. The sooner you
realize the time to be great is right now, the more you will accomplish along the way.
You will all face difficult times but it’s up to you how you will respond when these
times come around. Life will challenge you, you don’t win every battle thrown at
you. There will always be ups and downs but you never give up on what you believe
in. Who do you want to be? Find it and pursue it with everything you have in you.
Greatness is waiting.

“When I look in the mirror every day I think, keep going and make a difference —
because life is amazing.” Thanks to lona for remembering Pat Quinn.

PUBLIC NOTICE

A GENERAL ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 91 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF YONKERS ALSO KNOWN AS “GARBAGE AND REFUSE” IN
REGARD TO ROLL-OFF AND UNDERGROUND REFUSE SYSTEM COL-
LECTION FEES

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Yonkers has adopted
the above-mentioned legislation to amend the City Code to permit collection via
underground refuse system and amend the fee structure by removing a rental service
and providing flexibility to recoup actual cost of provision of service.

Section 1. Chapter 91 of the Code of the City of Yonkers entitled “Garbage and
Refuse”, is hereby amended in part by amending Section 91-19 “Scope of City Col-
lection” to read as follows:

§ 91-19. Scope of City collection.

A. No residential collections will be made from receptacles that are not made of
metal, plastic or other suitable material, including heavy trash bags approved by
the Commissioner of Public Works. However, the use of canisters in excess of the
volume and weight set forth in § 91-17 hereof is authorized upon approval by the
Commissioner of Public Works.

B. Except as may be provided pursuant to Subsection C of this section, no col-
lection of ashes, garbage, refuse or other waste of any kind or description, including
trade waste, will be made by the Department of Public Works from any business,
industrial, manufacturing or other establishment conducted for profit.

C. The Commissioner of Public Works may collect garbage, refuse and waste
from multiple dwellings by use of roll-off service or other refuse collection service
approved by the Commissioner of Public Works pursuant to the fees authorized in
§ 91-24.

Section 2. Chapter 91 of the Code of the City of Yonkers entitled “Garbage and
Refuse”, is hereby amended in part by amending Section 91-24 “Collection Fees”
to read as follows:

§ 91-24. Collection fees.

The fees authorized in this chapter shall be as follows:

A. Rental of containers for roll-off service:

(1) Twenty-cubic-yard container: $125 per month.

(2) Thirty-cubic-yard container: $150 per month.

(3) Forty-cubic-yard container: $200 per month.

B. Roll-off service: $100 per ton for in excess of two collections per week.

The City shall charge a fee for the provision of refuse collection via roll-off ser-
vice and other refuse collection service approved by the Commissioner of Public
Works. The fee shall be in an amount fixed by the Commissioner of the Department
of Public Works with the approval of the Mayor. Any fee so fixed shall be effective
48 hours after it is posted in the office of the City Clerk and shall be payable by the
applicant to the Comptroller of the City of Yonkers.

The complete text of the ordinance is on file and may be examined at the Office of
the City Clerk, City Hall, 40 S. Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701.

Dated: July 28, 2026 Vincent Spano
City Clerk

Yonkers History, continued from pg 3-

number of hours its employees worked from 48 to 40 hours... yet paid them for
48-hours. Yonkers largest industry was putting into effect a new carpet industry
code; the industry was waiting for President Franklin Roosevelt’s approval. This
was equivalent to a 20% pay raise for the company’s 4,000 workers. This raise
almost doubled the number of Yonkers employees “under the Blue Eagle” of the
National Recovery Act.

Thursday, August 6th
August 6, 1781: George Washington wrote in his diary about reconnoi-
tering the land between the North River and the Bronx River, to the Philipse
home to Valentine’s Hill. He found the deep ravines between our hills created
by the Saw Mill River, and he made careful notes about the Widow Babcock’s
property, now St. John’s and Oakland Cemeteries.

August 6, 1945: Maurie Cesarotti, President of the Westchester CIO Coun-
cil, and William Berlin, Vice President of our Yonkers U.E., visited Representa-
tive Ralph Gwinn at home to plead for Private Daniel Jones, scheduled for death.
Gwinn agreed to help.

Representatives from the Yonkers Committee to Stay the Execution of Private
Jones visited Mayor Frank at City Hall. While they were there, Frank called
Representative Gwinn during the meeting; both men promised the group to join
Westchester Congressman Gamble in requesting the War Department stay the
execution of all the men.

Friday, August 7th

August 7, 1916: Yonkers’ longest trolley strike ended when union and com-
pany officials reached an agreement 17 days after the last time conductors and
motormen had driven their cars into the barn. The agreement required both sides
to meet by August 20th to discuss wage and working conditions, and specified
employees had the right to organize and bargain collectively.

They won the right to organize without intimidation, their real objective.

August 7, 1937: Architect John Keenan announced he would primary anti-
shorts proponent William Slater for the Democratic slot for Ninth Ward Alder-
man. Slater had received the unanimous nod from the ward committee a few
days earlier; Keenan said he was running in the “best interests of the Democratic
Party... at the request of a number of taxpayers.”

Saturday, August 8th
August 8, 1882: After much discussion, the Yonkers Board of Education
voted to make both School Two and School Six co-educational! They also voted
to hire female Teaching Principals for both schools.

Upper grades from these schools were moved to create the new Central School
on Hudson Street, relieving overcrowding at both schools.

Charles Gorton was appointed Principal of Central School; the Board of Edu-
cation Trustees also voted to hire two woman assistant principals.

August 8, 1927: Reservoirs and aqueducts, factories and public utility com-
pany plants in Yonkers were under heavy armed guards today to prevent damage
by sympathizers of Sacco and Vanzetti as the death hour for the two condemned
men drew near.

Sunday, August 9th

August 9, 1776: Colonel Frederick Philipse was arrested at Manor Hall by
order of George Washington

August 9, 1937: Yonkers High School graduate Major Edwin Armstrong or-
dered a 600-foot steel tower built on top of the Palisades! To be manufactured
by the American Bridge Company in Pittsburgh, it would be one of the tallest
towers ever built in the US.

While studying at Yonkers High, Armstrong was an early pioneer of radio.

Any questions on this column, email yonkershistoryl646@gmail.com.

For information on the Yonkers Historical Society, the Sherwood House
Museum on Tuckahoe Road or their upcoming events, please call 914-961-
8940, visit their website www.yonkershistoricalsociety.org, or email info@yon-
kershistoricalsociety.org.
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Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
for Small construction Co./Real Estate Co.

Seeking experienced professional to manage a one
person office.

Must have strong accounting / bookkeeping skills

Excellent computer skills (Microsoft, Excel,
QuickBooks)

Construction related paperwork, contracts, record
keeping, typing,
Filing, correspondence, customer inquiries, etc.

Strong organizational & communicational skills.
Ability to work independently and multitask.
Detail oriented & VERY RELIABLE.

Full-time position. Mon—Fri. 8am to 4pm or 7am to 3pm
Belmont, Bronx, NY
E-MAIL CONTACT: mregina128 @gmail.com

SUMMONS-SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, COUN-
TY OF WESTCHESTER — GITSIT SOLUTIONS, LLC, NOT IN ITS INDIVID-
UAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY IN ITS CAPACITY AS SEPARATE TRUSTEE
OF GV TRUST 2025-1, Plaintiff, -against- JAMES DUNPHY A/K/A JAY DUN-
PHY, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF JON R. WEDEN;
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW, NEXT-OF-KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXEC-
UTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, BENEFICIARIES, TRUSTEES, DEVISEES,
LEGATEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS AND SUCCESSORS IN
INTEREST AND GENERALLY ALL PERSONS AND PARTIES HAVING OR
CLAIMING, UNDER, BY OR THROUGH THE DECEDENT JON R. WEDEN,
BY PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN OR OTHERWISE, ANY RIGHT,
TITLE OR INTEREST IN AND TO THE PREMISES DESCRIBED IN THE
COMPLAINT HEREIN; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION
AND FINANCE; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (SOUTHERN DISTRICT);
"JOHN DOE #1" through "JOHN DOE #10" inclusive, the names of the ten last
name Defendants being fictitious, real names unknown to the Plaintiff, the parties
intended being persons or corporations having an interest in, or tenants or persons
in possession of, portions of the mortgaged premises described in the Complaint,
Defendants - Index No. 60320/2026. Plaintiff Designates Westchester County
as the Place of Trial. The Basis of Venue is that the subject premises is situated
in Westchester County. To the above named Defendants— YOU ARE HEREBY
SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your
Answer or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a Notice of
Appearance upon the Plaintiff's attorney within twenty (20) days after the service
of this Summons, exclusive of the date of service or within thirty (30) days after
the service is complete if this Summons is not personally delivered to you within
the State of New York. If you fail to so appear or answer, judgment will be taken
against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. That this Sum-
mons is being filed pursuant to an order of the court dated July 1, 2026. NOTICE-
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME - If you do not respond to
this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for
the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and fil-
ing the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose
your home. Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending
for further information on how to answer the summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to the mortgage company will not stop the foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE
ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (GITSIT SOLUTIONS, LLC, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY IN ITS CAPACITY AS SEPARATE
TRUSTEE OF GV TRUST 2025-1) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE
COURT. The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to
an order of the Honorable Robert S. Ondrovic, J.S.C. Dated: July 1, 2026 Filed:
July 1, 2026. The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage and covering the
premises known as 92 Pleasant Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 10570. Dated: March
26, 2026 Filed: March 27, 2026 Knuckles & Manfro, LLP, Attorney for Plaintiff,
By: Jordan J. Manfro, Esq., 120 White Plains Road, Suite 215, Tarrytown, New
York 10591 Phone: (914) 345-3020

Shoplifter Pepper Sprays Yonkers Cop
Over a $12 Braclet?

From the Yonkers Police Department:

On today’s episode of Find Out Fridays, Fernando Rivera, 46, of the Bronx, risked
it all... for a $12 piece of jewelry.

On Wednesday afternoon, one of our officers was already at TJ Maxx in Cross
County on an unrelated call when Loss Prevention pointed out Rivera, a repeat shop-
lifter they immediately recognized.

Rivera concealed a piece of jewelry, walked out of the store, ignored commands to
stop, and took off running through the parking garage toward Central Park Avenue.

When the officer caught up to him, Rivera made a decision that turned a shoplifting
investigation into something much more serious. He pulled out a can of pepper spray,
sprayed the officer, and kept running.

That’s not something we see every day, and it’s certainly not something we’re going
to tolerate.

Despite being pepper sprayed, the officer fought through it, deployed her Taser, and
ended Rivera’s escape attempt.

Recovered during the arrest were the stolen piece of jewelry, the pepper spray used
in the assault, and drug paraphernalia.

Rivera now faces charges including Robbery, Assault, Resisting Arrest, Criminal
Possession of a Weapon, Petit Larceny, and Criminal Possession of a Controlled Sub-
stance.

Some places may decide a $12 theft isn’t worth the effort.

We don’t. That’s exactly why we enforce it.

Ignoring “small” crimes sends the message they’re acceptable. Holding offenders
accountable sends a different message — and it’s one that’s working. Shoplifting inci-
dents in Yonkers are down 42% compared to this time last year.

The officer was treated for minor injuries and is back on duty.

As for Rivera... a $12 piece of jewelry and a can of cheap pepper spray turned into
a slew of serious criminal charges and an unforgettable introduction to a TASER 7,
courtesy of Axon.

Fernando found out that’s a pretty poor return on investment.

PUBLIC NOTICE

A GENERAL ORDINANCE AMENDING PART IX, CHAPTER 100, OF THE
CODE, ENTITLED PARKS AND PUBLIC PLACES, BY ADDING Article XV TO
THE CODE, ENTITLED “VEHICLES IN PARKS”

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Yonkers has adopted the
abovementioned legislation to amend the City Code to address vehicles in parks and
explicitly penalize any vehicular activities which may cause damage to city parks.

Part IX of the Code of the City of Yonkers entitled “Parks and Public Places” is
hereby amended in part by adding a new Article XV entitled “Vehicles in Parks” to
read as follows:

Article XV VEHICLES IN PARKS

§ 100-82.

A. No person shall operate, drive, propel, stand, or park any motor vehicle, including
any motorized bike or scooter, all-terrain vehicle, or other off-road vehicle within any
City Park except in any roadway or parking lot or area explicitly permitting vehicles or
unless authorized by the Parks Commissioner.

B. No person shall operate any motor vehicle including any motorized bike or scoot-
er, all-terrain vehicle, or other off-road vehicle, within any City Park in a manner that
damages, defaces, or destroys any lawn, field, planting, tree, shrub, turf, walkway,
fixture, structure, or other park property.

C. No person shall operate a motor vehicle including any motorized bike or scooter,
all-terrain vehicle, or other off-road vehicle, in any manner that endangers persons or
property.

§ 100-83. Penalties

Violations of this article shall constitute a class II offense, however, if such violation
is determined to cause damage to property, than such violation shall constitute a class
I offense.

skskokoskosk

Penalties as defined in Article III: Penalties, § 1-21 Penalties for offenses; lesser
included offenses:

(1) Class I offense:

(a) Criminal penalties: A Class I offense is an unclassified misdemeanor, subject
to a fine of not less than $250 nor more than $10,000 or imprisonment of not more than
one year, or both.

(b) Civil penalties: A Class I offense is subject to a civil penalty of not less than
$500 nor more than $10,000.

(2) Class 1II offense:

(a) Criminal penalties: A Class II offense is a violation, subject to a fine of not less
than $100 nor more than $5,000 or imprisonment of not more than 15 days in jail, or
both.

[Amended 6-26-2012 by L.L. No. 5-2012]

(b) Civil penalties: A Class II offense is subject to a civil penalty of not less that
$250 nor more than $5,000.

The complete text of the ordinance is on file and may be examined at the Office of
the City Clerk, City Hall, 40 S. Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701.

Dated: July 8, 2026 Vincent Spano
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Latimer, progressives, continued from pg 1-

Westchester Progressives is deeply disappointed that Representative George Latimer voted with 314 Republicans to block an amendment to the National Security and State
Department appropriations bill (H.R. 8595) introduced by Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY) that would have cut $3.3 billion in aid to Israel. At a time when Israel is committing
genocide in Gaza (1), carrying out ethnic cleansing in both Gaza and the West Bank(2), and maintaining a system of apartheid that has been documented by leading human
rights organizations (3), we find it unconscionable that Representative Latimer supports sending the country billions of our taxpayer dollars. For his heinous crimes, the Inter-
national Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant for Benjamin Netanyahu (4). He is a war criminal who should be tried for his crimes—not enabled by our congressperson.

Continuing to provide military aid to Israel despite clear evidence of gross human rights violations ignores U.S. laws intended to prevent such assistance. Unconditional
military support also emboldens the Israeli government to further violate international law, as it recently has by launching a war of aggression against Iran that has destabilized
the Middle East and increased the risk of broader regional conflict. Although $3.3 billion represents only a fraction of the total military assistance the United States provides to
Israel, it is still a powerful source of leverage. Rather than writing another blank check, Representative Latimer should use his vote to demand compliance with international
law and respect for human rights. A meaningful first step would be to cosponsor the Block the Bombs Act (H.R. 3565), which would prohibit the transfer of offensive weapons
that have been repeatedly used in attacks causing mass civilian casualties and widespread destruction in Gaza.

If Representative Latimer were truly committed to human rights, he would have joined the majority of Democrats in Congress—including prominent leaders such as former
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and House Minority Whip Katherine Clark (D-MA)—in voting to cut this financing of Israel’s military. Over 100 Democrats recognized that we
have passed a threshold where we can no longer turn a blind eye to Israel’s violations of international law and the damage they inflict on America’s national security and our
standing in the world. They also understand that a full 88 percent of Democratic voters disapprove of the war with Iran and a majority now sympathize more with Palestinians
than Israelis in the conflict.

When AIPAC and affiliated groups poured almost $15 million into George Latimer’s primary campaign, we questioned whether that unprecedented spending would influ-
ence his decisions in Congress. He insisted it would not. His vote leaves the public with two troubling possibilities: either that promise was false, or he independently believes
that a genocide that includes the documented targeting of Palestinian children is consistent with American values.

Representative Latimer was elected to represent the people of Westchester and the Bronx—not the far-right government of Israel and not AIPAC. Every dollar Congress
sends to Israel is a dollar unavailable to address the urgent needs of Americans struggling with housing costs, health care, education, infrastructure, and economic insecurity.
We call on Representative Latimer to stop writing blank checks for horrific war crimes abroad and start fighting for the people who sent him to Washington.

Notes:

1) The UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry concluded in September 2025 that Israel has committed genocide in Gaza. The same determination has been
reached by the International Association of Genocide Scholars, whose 500 members — the world’s leading genocide experts — resolved that Israel’s actions meet the legal
definition of genocide; the Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention; Amnesty International (“You Feel Like You Are Subhuman,” Dec. 2024); Human Rights Watch (Exter-
mination and Acts of Genocide, Dec. 2024); and the Israeli human rights organizations B’Tselem and Physicians for Human Rights—Israel (Our Genocide, July 2025) — as
well as leading Holocaust and genocide scholars including Omer Bartov, Raz Segal, Melanie O’Brien, and William Schabas.

2) Human Rights Watch found that Israel’s forced displacement of 90 percent of Gaza’s population is a crime against humanity meeting the definition of ethnic cleansing
(Hopeless, Starving, and Besieged, Nov. 2024), a conclusion echoed by Doctors Without Borders and UN experts. HRW has likewise found Israel’s forced emptying of West
Bank refugee camps to be a crime against humanity.

3) The International Court of Justice found in its July 2024 advisory opinion that Israel’s policies in the occupied Palestinian territory breach the international prohibition
on racial segregation and apartheid. See also Human Rights Watch (A Threshold Crossed, 2021); Amnesty International (Israel’s Apartheid Against Palestinians, 2022); and
B’Tselem (This Is Apartheid, 2021).

4) International Criminal Court, “ICC Pre-Trial Chamber I Rejects the State of Israel’s Challenges to Jurisdiction and Issues Warrants of Arrest for Benjamin Netanyahu and
Yoav Gallant,” press release, Nov. 21, 2024.

Notice of Formation of Blossom & Spruce, LLC, a domestic LLC. Articles of Organization filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 7/29/26. Office location:
Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any process to the LLC at 83 Grandview Ave., Dobbs
Ferry, NY 10533. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of LR Project Solutions LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as Verizon Wire-

SSNY on 3/10/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of the pro-
cess to the LLC, 108 Boulevard, Pelham, NY 10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of CONNECTED EXPERIENCES LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with SSNY on 01/30/2026. Office: Westchester Co. SSNY designated
agent for process and shall mail copy to LLC at 212 Colabaugh Pond Rd,
Croton On Hudson, NY, 10520. Purpose: any lawful act.

Notice of formation of Digital Infrastructure Services LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with NY Dept. of State on 10/22/25. Office: Westchester County. NY DOS des-
ignated as agent for service of process; DOS shall mail copy of process to 7
Ridgeway Cir White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Rat Attack Snacks, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 3/2/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, 516 Park Avenue Yonkers NY 10703. Purpose: Any
lawful activity

Notice of formation of DVH List Services, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 05/05/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 69 Johnson Rd, Scarsdale NY 10583. Purpose: Any lawful
activity

Notice of formation of W4J9R1 Holdings, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on
04/23/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 2 Gedney
Park Drive, White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of Formation of Infinity Strategies Group LLC. Arts of Org. Filed
with SSNY on September 1, 2025. Office location: Westchester County, New
York. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 255 Huguenot
Street, Apt 913, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of M.C.K. VENTURES LLC of Org. filed with the SSNY
on03/31/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process
to MCK VENTURES LLC 465 TUCKAHOE ROAD, #1304 YONKERS, NY,
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of Frontline Restoration Partners LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed
with the SSNY on July 7, 2026. Office Location: Westchester County, New York.
SSNY is designated as the agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 333 Mamaroneck Avenue,
Suite 359, White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Moving Minds LCSW PLLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with
SSNY on 06/02/2026. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: Nichole Rankin, 8 Oakbrook Road, Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: any
lawful purpose.

less proposes to build a 49- foot Communications Pole/Structure at the approx.
vicinity of 87 Chestnut Street, Dobbs Ferry, Westchester County, NY 10522. In
accordance with the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act and the FCC regulations implementing Section 106 review, public
comments regarding potential effects from this site on historic properties may be
submitted to: Trileaf Corp, Benjamin Allen, b.allen@trileaf.com, 1775 The Ex-
change SE, Suite 525, Atlanta, GA 30339, 678-653-8673.

THE CITY OF YONKERS/YONKERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BUREAU OF PUR-
CHASING, One Larkin Center, 3RD Floor, Yonkers, New York 10701 (Located in
the Yonkers Riverfront Library Building across from the Metro-North train station)
will receive sealed Bids and Proposals for the following projects until 2:00 PM, on
the dates below.

Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read at the address above in the 3rd Floor
Finance Conference Room.

The building is open from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for receiving packages via courier
services and in person. If delivering bids in person, individuals must see the Public
Safety Officer in the library atrium, who will contact Purchasing to meet the indi-
vidual at the 3rd floor elevator.

Those interested in listening to the Sealed Bids opening and the reading of bids can
dial Conference Call number 1-701-802-5221 and enter Access Code 1354203 when
prompted.

Solicitation documents are available for downloading from the Empire State Pur-
chasing Group website at http://www.empirestatebidsystem.com/. The City welcomes
and encourages participation by local and minority and women owned business en-
terprises.

1. Bid No. IFB-7670 — Opening date: 08/21/2026: Repair of Yonkers/Nepperhan
Ave Pedestrian Bridge (KAS).

2. Bid No. RFB-7671 — Opening date: 08/14/2026: Purchase of up to 12 2026 (or
newer) Toyota Prius Prime SE Plug-In Hybrid (or Yonkers Approved Equal) vehicles
(FB).

3. Bid No. RFB-7668 — Opening Date: 08/14/2026 — Purchase of LION V-Force
Structural Firefighting Gloves (or Yonkers approved equal) for the Yonkers Fire De-
partment (VB).

4. Bid No. RFB-7669 — Opening Date: 08/14/2026 — Purchase of Midmark mobile
platform animal cages (or Yonkers approved equal) for the Yonkers Animal Shelter
(VB).

5. Bid No. RFB-7672 — Opening Date: 08/21/2026 — 12 mo. contract, with option
to renew for 12-months to provide on-call exterminating of City owned lots and catch
basins (KAS).

Notice of Formation of Cortese Collective LLC. Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on April 1, 2026. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any process to Cortese Collective
LLC, 185 Ashford Avenue, Dobbs Ferry, NY 10533. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of ANVIL STAFFING LLC . Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 07/09/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 66 Hutchinson Blvd Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity
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Plan premiums & deductibles

AS LOW
AS $0

Are you getting the most out of your Medicare Advantage Prescrlptlon Drug Plan?

Prescription Drug Coverage @”) Hearing Exam and Hearing Aids 4}' Dental
=27 Monthly OTC Benefits <(®)> Eye Exam and Eyewear ‘\1[ Acupuncture

Enroll today: www.villagecaremax.org/enroll 1'866'656'8501 (TTY 71 1)

Call to enroll. 7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Cost sharing and deductibles may vary based on the level of Medicaid & Extra Help that the beneficiary receives. Food & produce (grocery items), gas-at-the-pump, utilities, rent/mortgage assistance, pest control products, indoor air quality products, ride
share, public transportation, transportation for non-medical needs are part of Special Supplemental Benefits for the Chronically |1l (SSBCI). In order to be eligible to receive SSBCI benefits, enrollees must be determined to be chronically ill, have a chronic
condition (e.g., diabetes, chronic heart failure, cardiovascular disorder, chronic and disabling mental health conditions, stroke, or other eligible conditions), and meet coverage criteria. Not all Members enrolled in the VillageCareMAX Medicare Health
Advantage or Medicare Select Advantage plans may quality. Members enrolled in the VillageCareMAX Medicare Total Advantage plan will qualify. Some dental service limits and prior authorization requirements apply. VillageCareMAX is an HMO plan with
Medicare and New York State Medicaid contracts. Enroliment in VillageCareMAX depends on contract renewal. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings, call 1-855-296-8800 (TTY: 711). VillageCareMAX complies with Federal civil
rights laws and does not exclude people or treat them differently because of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak English, free language assistance services are available to you. Appropriate auxiliary aids and services to
provide information in accessible formats are also available free of charge. Call 1-855-296-8800 (TTY: 711) or speak to your provider. ATENCION: si habla espafiol, tiene a su disposicién servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingiiistica. Llame al 1-855-296-8800
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