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 Disabled Father Marc Fishman Sentenced to 45 
    Days in Jail Amid Ongoing Custody Battle
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                  Greenburgh Firefighter Spared Jail for Abusing Girlfriend 

                     Former Yorktown Teacher Gets 4 Years for Child Porn 

GVC CEO Michael LaValli

Westchester Says Goodbye to Charlie Kirk
   Vigils Held in White Plains and Somers 

If You Have Nothing Nice to Say....
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2 Dead, 38 Cases of Legionnaires
        Disease in Westchester

453 Million Reasons to Check to See 
    if You Have Unclaimed Funds 

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins and New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli are urging residents to check if they have lost money owed 
to them. Westchester County residents, businesses, nonprofits, religious institu-
tions and others have about $453 million waiting to be claimed.

	        Carla Pugliese	 		  Tanisha Blanche

By Dan Murphy 
On September 14, 

two vigils were held in 
Westchester to remem-
ber Charlie Kirk. One in 
White Plains, organized 
by County Legislator 
James Nolan, and one 
in Somers, organized by 
Gina Arena. 

Nolan said on Face-
book, “I would like 
to extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to everyone 
who attended the can-
dlelight vigil on Sunday 
for Charlie Kirk and to 
those who helped plan 
this meaningful event. 
Together, we gathered 
peacefully to honor a re-
markable patriot, father, 
husband, son, and hu-
man being who lost his 
life for his beliefs. The 
cycle of violence must 
end, and it was inspiring 
to see people from all 
parties unite in prayer 
for peace, for Charlie, 

By Dan Murphy 
I would argue that many of our readers have not watched a video of Char-

lie Kirk until he was killed last week.  On September 10, 2025, Kirk was 
shot and killed while speaking at a TPUSA public debate event on the Utah 

Joseph Apostoli			              Giuseppi Micciari

By Dan Murphy 

First, let us say that we have noticed an effort by Westchester District Attor-
ney Susan Cacace’s prosecutors to seek sitffer sentences on criminal cases that 
deserve it. The case of Greenburgh Firefighter Joseph Apostoli is one example. 

Apostoli was charged by the DA in a domestic violence incident with his then 
girlfriend in 2024.The DA recently announced that “a Greenburgh firefighter 
was sentenced Monday to three years of probation with domestic violence 
conditions for attacking his former girlfriend inside their shared apartment.

By Dan Murphy 
On September 9, we received 

the following release concerning 
incidents of Legionnaires’ dis-
ease cases in Westchester. How-
ever, the release did not origi-
nate from Westchester County 
or the Department of Health; it 
came from attorney Ron Kat-
ter, also known as “The Legion-
naires’ Lawyer.”

“Why the Silence?” Le-
gionnaires’ Lawyer Demands 
Answers After Westchester 
Officials Delay Outbreak An-
nouncement was the headline. 

Marc Fishman, a Bronx father of 
four and disability rights advocate, 
has been sentenced to 45 days in 
jail, effective Tuesday, September 
17, following a ruling in Westchester 
County Supreme Court and a conten-
tious trial hearing.

The sentencing, nearly a decade af-
ter the incident, stems from police ar-
resting Mr. Fishman during his court-
ordered, bi-monthly supervised 
visitation on December 15, 2018 — a 
visit fully prepaid and supported by 
a 22-page visitation order granting 
access to his autistic son from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. A court-approved 
supervisor and disability aide were 
both present, and the supervisor had 
confirmed the visitation in writing 
earlier that day.          Marc Fishman

continued on pg 7-
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   Overwhelming Support at Final Public Hearing on MGM       
  Proposal for Full Gaming Casino at Empire City Yonkers  

  Jay Z’s  Bid for Manhattan Casino Rejected 

            Buying Comics! 
    Looking for 1960’s-1990’s 
      I PAY CASH!  Located in Yonkers 
   Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.
    

Town of Cortlandt Property
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ONLINE ONLY AUCTION ENDING - Friday, September 26 @ 10AM
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The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) for MGM Resorts’ applica-
tion for Empire City Casino to secure one of three available commercial ca-
sino licenses held its second and fi nal public hearing on Tuesday, September 
16, 2025,  at Yonkers Montessori Academy. The speakers’ list was dominated 
by local residents, Empire City employees, union members, and several area 
business owners. Nearly one hundred speakers delivered remarks. Nearly 
eighty percent of participants spoke in favor of the project, with seventeen 
percent opposed  and four percent neutral. The hearing, slated for 6-10 PM 
wrapped about an hour early once the list of speakers was exhausted. 

The tone of testimony was notably personal rather than scripted. One Yon-
kers resident and Empire City employee said his job at Empire City allowed 
him to stop juggling multiple jobs and purchase a home in Yonkers. He de-
scribed jobs at MGM Resorts as ones that “catapult many families into the 
middle class.” 

Another employee, a single mother and Yonkers resident, credited MGM’s 
mentorship and professional development opportunities for helping her ad-
vance her career while remaining present for her children. She noted that 
she was able to aff ord a house and purchased one next to the casino to allow 
for easy proximity to her children and work. Others highlighted participation 
in MGM’s Corporate Responsibility Council, pointing to philanthropy and 
volunteerism as part of the company’s footprint. Union members emphasized 
they live in Yonkers and backed the project “as neighbors as much as union 
workers,” a refrain that drew applause without dominating the proceedings.

Local elected offi  cials also signaled support early in the hearing, with May-
or Mike Spano and City Council Majority Leader John Rubbo off ering favor-
able remarks. A handful of area businesses, some long-time partners with the 
casino and others with no direct ties, spoke to anticipated spillover benefi ts 
for hotels, restaurants, and suppliers. A minority of speakers urged caution 
or said they saw tremendous benefi ts from the project but still held concerns 
about the impact on the community.

The CAC announced that it will convene to vote on Thursday, Sept. 25 
at 10 a.m. The vote will be public and streamed, but there will be no public 
comment at that session. A two-thirds CAC vote is required for any proposal 
to advance to the Gaming Facility Location Board for consideration, and all 
committees must complete their work by Sept. 30, 2025, under the downstate 
licensing timeline.

Manhattan bids voted down on Wednesday
In a consequential turn for the statewide race, two of the three remaining 

Manhattan proposals were rejected by their CACs on Wednesday: the Caesars 
Palace Times Square plan, backed by SL Green and Roc Nation, failed on a 
4–2 vote, and The Avenir, near the Javits Center, led by Silverstein Properties, 
was also voted down on a 4-2 vote.

What’s next
If the Yonkers CAC delivers the required two-thirds approval on Sept. 25, 

the bid moves forward in the downstate licensing process; without it, the ap-
plication cannot advance. Dates are still being set by the CACs for the other 
projects to cast their votes.

___________________________________________________________

The Sharing Shelf Distributes Record Number 
of Backpacks to Westchester Students in Need

Quality-checking the backpacks at The Sharing Shelf.  Photo from The 
Sharing Shelf.

The Sharing Shelf, the nonprofi t Clothing Bank serving Westchester Coun-
ty, announced today the record-setting results of its 15th annual “Backpacks 
to School” initiative. Through that initiative, hundreds of volunteers joined 
together to assemble, fi ll, and distribute – free of charge – backpacks fi lled 
with grade-appropriate school supplies for Westchester students in need. The 
number of backpacks fi lled and distributed was 1,976 – 30 more than last 
year’s record.

The distribution of fi lled backpacks to students from pre-K through 12th 
grade began on August 19. The backpacks were distributed by The Sharing 
Shelf based on requests from 28 nonprofi t organizations, government agen-
cies, and public schools – benefi ting students in 35 school districts in West-
chester. The communities that received the most backpacks are the following: 
One-third of the fi lled backpacks (33.21%) were distributed to students in 
Yonkers; 15.09% went to students in Port Chester; 14.87% went to students in 
Mt. Vernon; 11.14% went to students in New Rochelle.

The record demand for backpacks is not surprising, as applications for cloth-
ing received by The Sharing Shelf have nearly quadrupled over the last six 
years: from 1,863 in 2018 to 6,764 in 2024. While Westchester is among the 
nation’s wealthiest counties, its poverty rate for children under fi ve was 11.1% 
in 2023, according to Westchester Children’s Association. More than 67,000 
children and teens live in poverty or a low-income home in Westchester.

“Backpacks and school supplies are essential to any student’s preparation 
for school – and to educational success,” said Deborah Blatt, Founder and 
Executive Director of The Sharing Shelf. “We are enormously grateful to the 
many businesses, community organizations, and individuals who have pro-
vided in-kind or fi nancial support to make this record-setting outcome pos-
sible.”

The Sharing Shelf is a nonprofi t clothing bank serving Westchester County, 
NY. Founded in 2009, it operates a warehouse in Port Chester, where new and 
gently used clothes are collected, volunteers screen the clothes for quality, and 
the clothes are distributed for free to low-income children and teens through 
social-service agencies, schools, and other nonprofi ts. The Sharing Shelf also 
opened in 2024 (adjacent to the warehouse) a Teen Boutique, where teens 
in fi nancial need, referred by schools and nonprofi t organizations, can select 
their own clothing at no cost in a private and dignifi ed setting that has the look 
and feel of a real boutique. In every case, the ultimate recipient is a child or 
teen in need – from newborn to age 19. The clothing is both age- and season-
appropriate, fi ts properly, and boosts the individual’s esteem and confi dence.

Visit sharingshelf.org to learn more. 
____________________________________________________________
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   Yorktown GOP Meeting with New Exec. Board Report from Albany: 
An Update from NYS Senator Shelley Mayer
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2025 Achievements, Impact of Recent Federal Legislation, Looking Ahead

By Linnet Tse

NY State Senator Shelley Mayer kicked off the Larchmont-Mamaroneck Lo-
cal Summit’s 2025-26 program on September 9th. She shared the legislature’s 
key recent accomplishments, then turned her attention to the likely impact the 
recent federal legislation signed on July 4, 2025 and referred to as the “One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act” will have on NYS and on our community.

Key 2025 Legislative Achievements
As the longstanding chair of the Senate Education Committee, one of the 

Senator’s top priorities continues to be fighting for adequate funding for public 
schools. Westchester County schools recently saw increases in State Aid due 
to updates to the Foundation Aid formula. These updates incorporate more 
current data and better reflect the actual costs of educating students in the 
County. Additional education wins included the statewide “bell to bell” ban 
of cell phones in public schools and universal free breakfast and lunch for all 
students, both of which Mayer noted have the added benefit of “encourag-
ing social interaction.”  Funding to BOCES was also increased as was capital 
funding to SUNY and CUNY schools.

In the area of healthcare, the State increased Medicaid reimbursement rates 
for hospitals, nursing homes, and assisted living facilities. In the area of repro-
ductive and maternal healthcare, funding for abortion training for physicians 
was increased, and the telemedicine shield law, which the Senator sponsored, 
was strengthened.

Small businesses were assisted by the State paying back its $8 billion federal 
unemployment insurance debt, relieving them of related extra charges, and by 
a reduction of the MTA payroll tax for smaller businesses.

Other key initiatives included increasing childcare subsidies by $440 mil-
lion, adding money for road repairs, and providing a $1 billion Sustainable Fu-
tures Fund to be used for environmental projects such as Clean Green Schools.

On the local front, together with NYS Legislator Steve Otis, the Senator 
has worked to address flooding issues by having Albany invest more in the 
Army Corps project, and by helping Larchmont and Mamaroneck obtain ad-
ditional grant money to address flooding. Mayer has also secured numerous 
local grants for schools, libraries, and social service providers and is leading 
the fight against the highly contested Con Edison rate increases.

Impact of Federal Policy Changes

continued on  pg 14-

	   	    Send us your letters, announcements,   Send us your letters, announcements,  

             opinions, photos and story ideas to               opinions, photos and story ideas to  

              dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com              dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

The Yorktown Republican Town Committee recently held its reorganization 
meeting and swore in the committee’s Executive Board for the next two years.  
Pictured left to right is Secretary Marianne Violante, Co-Chairman Matt Slater, 
Co-Chairman Kevin Byrnes, Vice Chairman Terrence Murphy, and Treasurer 
Jeanmarie Klaus.

______________________________________________________________
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Pace U. Panel Explores the Ethical Frontier of AI

           Read it all Online at Yonkerstimes.com Read it all Online at Yonkerstimes.com

     Over 1,000 New Yorkers Pledge Not to Vote for 
   Hochul if she does Trump’s bidding on Gas Pipeline 
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The Business Council of Westchester (BCW) hosted a dynamic panel discus-
sion on Monday at Pace University, bringing together a diverse group of experts 
to explore the critical issue of establishing ethical standards and regulations for 
artificial intelligence.

Governing the Future: The Ethical Frontier of AI Regulations and Policy was 
part of the BCW's AI Alliance 360 series. The panelists, including legal and 
educational experts from both the private and public sectors, grappled with the 
challenge of a rapidly evolving technology that is outpacing the guidelines in-
tended to promote its responsible use. BCW President and CEO Marsha Gordon 
moderated the conversation.

"It’s an incredibly timely conversation that’s reshaping policy, practice and 
innovation across industries," said Gordon, who began the event with a "coffee 
chat" with IBM Consulting's Senior Counsel, Chrystal P. Mauro.

Mauro highlighted IBM's commitment to transparency and testing in its AI 
products. "We have put out literature and studies on the five pillars of trust of 
ethical AI: fairness, robustness, explainability, privacy and transparency," said 
Mauro. "Fairness is what are you using for your models? What are you training 
your models on? Is that data filled with biases and what kind of outcomes are 
you getting?"

Pace University Philosophy Professor James Brusseau PhD drew a distinction 
between the approaches to AI regulation in the United States and Europe. "The 
U.S. uses acceleration ethics. Europe uses precautionary ethics," said Brusseau. 
"What (Americans) do is we roll out innovation, and then innovation creates 
benefits, but also creates risks or problems like privacy risks. Then we try to use 
a next step of innovation to solve that problem." He noted that "Team Europe...
is a more centralized system, and what they want to do is foresee possible ethical 
risks."

Amy B. Goldsmith, Chair of Cybersecurity, Data Management and Privacy 
practice at Tarter Krinsky & Drogin, cautioned attendees against using public AI 
tools like ChatGPT for sensitive tasks. She shared an anecdote about an individ-
ual who was uploading contracts into a public language model, unaware of the 
potential for a breach. "If he’s uploading contracts into ChatGPT 4, which is a 
public language model, he is already breaching a contract because he’s violating 
the confidentiality clause, and God knows what other private information might 
be in that contract," said Goldsmith.

Mairead Jones-Kennelly, Senior Counsel, The State University of New York 
and the AI Legal Institute at SUNY (ALIS), announced that ALIS will soon 
make a public repository of AI usage available. "That playbook has policies and 
guidance documents, general use principles, ethical guidelines and data gover-
nance for anybody to access," said Jones-Kennelly.

Hannah Hage, Assistant Counsel, The State University of New York and the 
AI Legal Institute at SUNY (ALIS), addressed the challenge of applying exist-
ing state laws to AI. She noted that state law requires human oversight when AI 
makes decisions that affect people, such as medical diagnoses or financial aid. 
However, she pointed out the lack of clarity in the law. "There is a lack of guid-
ance on what human oversight means. How do we comply with that? What does 
it look like?" Hage said. "Another thing is an appeals process. Once a decision 
gets made about an individual, is there an ability for that individual to appeal that 
decision and have access to the information that the AI tool used?”

On the topic of educating students, Keith Landa, Director of the Teaching, 
Learning, and Technology Center at Purchase College, said that the decision to 
use AI in the classroom is up to individual educators. "What we want is AI in the 
classroom to support student learning and attainment of the learning outcomes, 
and not short circuit that learning," said Landa, emphasizing the importance of 
preparing students for an "AI-powered world."

David Sachs Ed.D., a Professor at the Seidenberg School of CSIS at Pace 
University, recommended that everyone, not just students, use platforms that 
provide transparency, such as Perplexity. "I use it because it gives you references 
for everything that that it does. It gives you the hyperlinks down at the bottom, 
and you can click and verify," said Sachs.

The pledge quickly garnered supporters as Hochul considers approv-
ing a thrice rejected fracked gas pipeline that would raise utility bills 
and add pollution to New York

Over 1,000 New Yorkers have signed a pledge that they will not vote for 
Governor Hochul in the upcoming primary if she sides with President Trump 
by approving permits for the massive Williams NESE fracked gas pipeline 
project. The pledge was quickly created and released as the Governor attempt-
ed to fast-track approval of the pipeline, which would raise utility bills and 
super-pollute. 

“If Governor Hochul decides to hand over New York state policy to Trump, 
she’s going to lose a lot of votes,” said Santosh Nandabalan, Senior Climate 
Campaigner at New York Communities for Change, a community organiza-
tion. “It took less than a week to gather over 1,000 pledges because New York-
ers are alarmed. Hochul should stand up to Trump, not raise our bills and pol-
lute the air and water by approving the Williams NESE fracked gas pipeline 
project for him.” 

Hochul has been fast-tracking the permitting process for the pipeline, in-
cluding by limiting the public comment period to just 45 days and holding 
no public hearings, in a seeming attempt to quickly and quietly approve the 
pipeline before New Yorkers mobilize to stop her. Yet the attempt appears to be 
backfiring, with widespread opposition rapidly growing, including:

Over 13,000 New Yorkers filing comments against the pipeline
Over 500 New Yorkers marching over the Brooklyn Bridge in protest
Over 130 elected officials opposing it, including Lieutenant Governor Anto-

nio Delgado, Assembly member Zohran Mamdani, Republican Staten Island 
Borough President Vito Fossella, Congressmembers Hakeem Jeffries and Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez, and the Adams Administration all voicing opposition 
to the potential deal to approve the pipeline, which Trump claims to have se-
cured with Hochul. 

Now, New Yorkers are telling Hochul she can forget their votes in the pri-
mary if she approves the pipeline. Pledges were gathered by NYCC online and 
in person last week. 

The decision rests with Governor Hochul, who controls the critical state 
permits to enable the project. New York state has previously rejected this exact 
proposal 3 times, and no meaningful details have changed since state regula-
tors concluded after extensive previous reviews that the project would pollute 
excessively. Trump is also pushing other massive pipeline projects, including 
the Williams Constitution and the expansion of Enbridge’s Algonquin pipe-
line (formerly known as “Project Maple”) and the voter pledge released today 
applies to those projects as well, which have not formally applied for state 
permits as those companies presumably track Hochul’s posture on Williams 
NESE.

____________________________________________________________

Panelists at Governing the Future: The Ethical Frontier of AI Regula-
tions and Policy at Pace U. on Sept. 8, 2025. Photo courtesy of the BCW
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ArtsWestchester Awards $1.3 Million in Grants 
                   to Local Arts Groups

   Ella Enchanted Author Gail Carson Speaks 
       to Maria Regina High School  Students  
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ArtsWestchester has awarded $1.3 million in grants provided by Westchester 
County government to local cultural organizations.

This significant investment will support a wide range of artistic and cultural 
programs that serve residents across the region. So far in 2025, ArtsWestchester 
has awarded funding that includes $52,000 for projects that support access to arts 
programming in Yonkers and $54,000 to support Juneteenth events throughout the 
county held earlier this year.

Cultural institutions receiving awards include: the Caramoor Center for Music 
and the Arts in Katonah ($40,000); the River’s Edge Theatre Company in Ardsley 
($3,000); and MorDance in Yonkers ($3,500).

A complete list of recent ArtsWestchester grant recipients is available on its web-
site. https://artswestchester.org/grants/recent-grant-recipients/

“The continued partnership from the County Executive and Board of Legislators 
underscores their appreciation of the arts as a dynamic force enriching Westches-
ter County’s culture and fueling its growth,” says ArtsWestchester CEO Kathleen 
Reckling. “On behalf of ArtsWestchester, we extend our congratulations and grati-
tude to all the grantees. Their programs and services enrich our communities and 
solidify Westchester’s reputation as a thriving center for artistic innovation and 
cultural vitality.”

County Executive Ken Jenkins explains, “Westchester County is proud to part-
ner with ArtsWestchester in making these critical investments in our local cultural 
institutions. The arts are not only a source of inspiration and creativity, but also a 
powerful driver of community connection and economic vitality. By supporting 
these organizations, we are ensuring that residents in every corner of the County 
have access to diverse and meaningful cultural experiences.”

Westchester County’s cultural grants help the creative community through vari-
ous funding categories:

Basic Program Support: Provides essential funding to organizations offering 
year-round programs and services.

Arts for People with Special Needs: Supports organizations that provide arts-
based services to people with disabilities.

Project Support: Supports small and mid-sized cultural organizations with grants 
for specific public programming, such as film series, concert series, or education-
based workshops.

Mount Vernon and Yonkers Arts Initiatives: Support community-based cultural 
organizations in providing programs and services, while also revitalizing neigh-
borhoods, facilities, and city parks where these events take place.

Juneteenth Celebration Grants: Juneteenth Grants support community-based arts 
Juneteenth celebrations. Activities in all arts disciplines are eligible for support 
and may include but are not limited to art-making workshop series, performances, 
festivals, screenings, and readings. 

Additionally, The Art$WChallenge matching grant, open now, provides one-for-
one matching funds to eligible organizations in Westchester County. Every new 
dollar donated (up to a maximum amount set forth in our guidelines per organiza-
tion) between Friday, August 15, 2025 through Monday, December 15, 2025, is 
eligible to be matched by ArtsWestchester with the support of Westchester County 
Government. For the 2025 Challenge, approximately 175 eligible organizations of 
all sizes and disciplines are participating to meet the match, over $400K is avail-
able. 

_______________________________________________________________

Author Gail Carson Levine recently spoke about her best-known fantasy 
book, the Newberry Award-winning Ella Enchanted, with members of the 
freshman class (2029) at Maria Regina, the renowned all-girls Catholic high 
school in Hartsdale, NY. 

The incoming freshmen read Ella Enchanted as part of their summer reading 
and invited Ms. Levine for the rare opportunity to hear from the author herself. 
The prolific author of 26 books including her latest, Sparrows in the Wind--a 
retelling of the myth of the Trojan War--also shared with the students her per-
sonal journey in becoming a writer.

Following the presentation with the assembled class, Levine led a small 
workshop when students met with her one-on-one to discuss Ella Enchanted 
further and to have their personal copies of the book autographed.

Most of Levine's books are fantasies, but she’s also written historical fic-
tion, poetry, nonfiction, and picture books. The manuscript for her next book, 
The Unusuals, a historical medieval murder mystery that takes place in Win-
chester, England, in 1277, is on her editor’s desk now. She and her husband 
David and their Airedale Tess live in Brewster.

Maria Regina High School is a Catholic school where young women are 
encouraged to achieve academic excellence, empowered to be compassionate 
leaders, and enriched with the Spirit to live a life of Charity, Truth, and Service 
to others.  To learn more, visit www.mariaregina.org.

____________________________________________________________

          Fourth Precinct Community Council Meeting

The Fourth Precinct's Community Council will hold its monthly meeting at 
7:00 PM on Thursday, Sep 21, 2025, in the meeting room at the Fourth Police 
Precinct at 53 Shonnard Terrace. Anyone who lives or works in the area served 
by the Fourth Police Precinct is welcome to attend. All elected officials are also 
welcome. Captain Jeremiah Foley, Precinct Commander, and Lieutenant Robert 
Varley will be available to discuss your issues and matters of interest.

____________________________________________________________

The 2022 Wakanda 
Celebration, which 

received a grant from 
ArtsWestchester. Photo 
by Solwazi Afi Olusola
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Notice of formation of 1M Consulting LLC filed with the SSNY on 11/05/2024 
with the existence date as 01/01/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whole processes against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of processes to the LLC, 3 Ward Street, Hastings-on-
Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of LIQUID ASSET SERVICES LLC. Application for 
Authority Filed with the SSNY on 12/05/2024. Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to THE LLC, 46 LINCOLN 
AVENUE, PORT CHESTER, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of formation of IT TAKES ALL KINDS PICTURES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/21/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY. shall mail copy of process to the LLC, Republic Registered Agent Ser-
vices Inc. 54 State Street Suite 804 Albany, NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful 

Notice of Formation of SteenShotz LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 03/12/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC, 343 South 3rd Avenue, Mt. Venron NY 
10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

__________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Super Smart Future LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 04/20/2023. Office Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Super Smart Future 
LLC, 58 Valley Rd, Katonah, NY 10536. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of FUSE WORKS LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 04/11/2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County, NY. SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
54 Brosnan Pl, Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  

Notice of Formation of PRINCE & BROADWAY PROPERTIES LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 1/22/25. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 172 Rockne Road, Yonkers, NY 10701. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of 155 ROUTE 202 LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 07/10/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 401 Broadway, Suit 1111, NY, NY 10013.  Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Math Power LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY On 
07/12/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 35 Florence St, Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of BLUEPRINTS AND BEYOND LLC. Arts of Org. filed 
with Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on February 4th, 2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC: 70 Ashburton Avenue, Apt. 7H, Yonkers, New York, 10701. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of JUST SHIPSHAPE LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on [07/17/2025]. Office location: 
Westchester county. ENTITY PROTECT REGISTERED AGENT SERVICES 
LLC is designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. ENTITY PROTECT REGISTERED AGENT SERVICES LLC shall 
mail a copy of process to the LLC,  1 ALEXANDER STREET APT 314, Yon-
kers, New York, NY 10701. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of formation of Create With Vero LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 06/06/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 16 Forster Ave, Mt. Vernon, NY 10552. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of OnPoint Home Designs LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 8/28/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 14 Crosby Court, Cortlandt Manor NY 10567. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Schmoose Pack Projects LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/20/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Bruce Wong 10 Station Square Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of Beautifully Hauled LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 07/15/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC 28 Chestnut Street, Yonkers NY 10701. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

Name of formation of THEOAK LLC. Date of filing Articles of Organization 
with the Secretary of State (SSNY) 6/14/24. The LLC is located in Westchester 
County. The SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The post office address to which the SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against it served is to the principal business location at c/o 
669 Main Street, Unit 605, New Rochelle NY 10801. Purpose:  any lawful act or 
activity.

Notice of Formation of Elsie Legacy Group LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 08/26/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 41 Woodland Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation Hinman Hall,  LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 09/08/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 9 Landing Drive, Dobbs Ferry NY 10522 Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

THE CITY OF YONKERS/YONKERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BUREAU 
OF PURCHASING, One Larkin Center, 3RD Floor, Yonkers, New York 
10701 (Located in the Yonkers Riverfront Library Building across from the 
Metro-North train station) will receive sealed Bids and Proposals for the fol-
lowing projects until 2:00 PM, on the dates below.

Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read at the address above in the 3rd 
Floor Finance Conference Room.

The building is open from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for receiving packages via 
courier services and in person. If delivering bids in person, individuals must 
see the Public Safety Officer in the library atrium, who will contact Purchas-
ing to meet the individual at the 3rd floor elevator.

Those interested in listening to the Sealed Bids opening and the reading 
of bids can dial Conference Call number 1-701-802-5221 and enter Access 
Code 1354203 when prompted.

Solicitation documents are available for downloading from the Empire 
State Purchasing Group website at http://www.empirestatebidsystem.com/. 
The City welcomes and encourages participation by local and minority and 
women owned business enterprises.

1) Bid No. RFB-7530 – Opening date: 10/03/2025: One-time purchase of 
cleaning chemicals used district-wide for Yonkers Public Schools (FB).

2) Bid No. IFB-7529 – Opening Date: 10/17/2025: Contract valid until 
completion for Fire House 12 Asbestos Abatement 2nd Floor, Room 205 
(TN).

3) Bid No. RFB-7511A – Opening Date: 10/03/2025: Purchase of 1-10 
Buick Envista Sport Touring Model (or Yonkers approved equal) (MM).

___________________________________________________________
INVITATION FOR BIDS IFB 2025-01
FOR ELECTRICAL ON-CALL SERVICES AT PROPERTIES OWNED OR 

MANAGED BY THE MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR THE CITY 
OF YONKERS

The Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers (“MHACY”) is so-
liciting proposals from qualified firms for Electrical On-Call Services at various 
MHACY sites as specified in this Invitation for Bids (“IFB”).

This IFB package contains submission requirements and terms and conditions 
and other pertinent information for submitting a proper and responsive proposal.  
This IFB is the only information provided to prospective bidders (hereinafter 
“Responders” or “Respondents”) and is available online starting September 26, 
2025, at www.mhacy.org.

There will be a site tour for interested parties on October 15, 2025. Time and 
location to be determined. The IFB questions deadline is October 22, 2025, at 
3:00PM Eastern Standard Time (EST). Any and all questions must be emailed 
to procurement@mhacy.org by the deadline.  No telephone calls and/or written 
communication sent via mail will be accepted.

Proposals must reach MHACY no later than 3:00 PM (EST) on November 5, 
2025.  Late submissions will be handled in accordance with the provisions in 
Form HUD-5369B.

Proposals will be evaluated on the criteria stated in the IFB.  Negotiations may 
be conducted with contractors who have a reasonable chance of being selected 
for the award.  After evaluation of the proposal revision, if any, the contract will 
be awarded to the responsible firm(s) whose qualifications, price and other factors 
are considered to be the most advantageous to MHACY.

MHACY reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and waive any ir-
regularities or informalities if it is in MHACY’s best interest to do so.  MHACY 
reserves the right to cancel this IFB or to reject, in whole or in part, any and all 
proposals received in response to this IFB, upon its determination that such can-
cellation or rejection is in the best interest of MHACY.

MHACY is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, sexual orientation, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, dis-
ability, or family status.  MHACY solicits and encourages the participation of 
minorities and small businesses in procurement.

Contact, related to this procurement, with members of MHACY’s Board of 
Commissioners, or MHACY’s officers and/or employees other than the contact 
person shown above, during the procurement process could result in disqualifica-
tion of a proposal.

Wilson Kimball 
President & CEO
Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers
1511 Central Park Avenue
Yonkers, New York 10710
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) # 2025-01
______________________________________________________________
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Letter: SCHOOL MOMENT OF SILENCE
Seventeen American States require their schools, at the beginning of the day, 

to provide one minute of silence. Its purpose is to cause students to silently con-
template the day and how to improve it

In NYS, the silent minute is permited, but not mandatory under NYS Educa-
tion law 3029-A. The School district of Yonkers approved it in 2021 as a result 
of my recommending it for two years. I am available to speak to other school 
boards to recommend it for their students.

Another project I am promoting is installation of motivational signs for schools, 
parks, nurseries etc. I am actively asking the Yonkers Board to approve motiva-
tional signs for its schools. They are designed to inspire the sign readers and to 
make them feel and act better. Queens Daughters Nursery in Yonkers received 
their sign July 2025 from Yonkers Lions club, of which I am member. Lions 
Club of Yonkers will pay for a motivational sign to benefit a school, nursery etc.

Norman Hauptman Yonkers
______________________________________________________________

Letter: For Whom the Bells Did Not Toll at St. Mary’s -Why? 

On the day Monsignor Corrigan was laid to rest, silence filled the air where 
the toll of bells should have been. For centuries, funeral bells have served as 
both a summons and a farewell, a final embrace of the faithful for one of their 
own. Their absence that day was more than an omission; it was a wound.

In Catholic tradition, bells are not mere sounds but symbols. They announce 
joy at weddings, reverence at Mass, and sorrow at funerals. When a priest is 
buried, the tolling honors his life of service and unites the community in mourn-
ing. To hear them is to know that the Church itself shares in the loss. To hear 
nothing is to feel that loss doubly.

Monsignor Corrigan was no ordinary priest. For decades, he guided his parish 
with steadiness and compassion. He baptized children, counseled couples, com-
forted the grieving, and stood at countless bedsides. He was a fixture not only at 
the altar but in the fabric of the neighborhood, present at graduations, hospital 
rooms, and living rooms. His life’s work was measured not only in sacraments 
but in relationships, in the quiet faith he nurtured among ordinary people.

That is why the silence was so striking. Those who gathered at his funeral 
expected the solemn toll of bells to carry their grief heavenward. Instead, they 
found themselves confronted with stillness. For some, it was a shock; for oth-
ers, a disappointment. For all, it was a reminder that ritual, once broken, leaves 
a void that words alone cannot fill.

Yet silence speaks in its own way. In the absence of bells, the people became 
the sound. They carried Monsignor Corrigan forward in memory, in prayer, and 
in the shared stories that followed the service. The tribute denied in ritual was 
restored in community. If the bells did not toll, hearts did — and perhaps more 
powerfully.

A funeral is more than the end of a life; it is a statement of what that life 
meant. The silence that surrounded Monsignor Corrigan’s farewell became its 
own form of testimony. It underscored how much people had come to expect 
his presence, his leadership, and his care. His legacy did not depend on bronze 
and rope, but on the lives he touched, the faith he modeled, and the compassion 
he gave so freely.

In the end, the question remains: for whom do the bells toll? At Monsignor 
Corrigan’s funeral, they did not toll at all. And in that silence, perhaps we heard 
something deeper — the enduring resonance of a life lived in service, echoing 
not from towers, but from the grateful hearts of those he served.

Name Withheld 
_____________________________________________________________

					     Legionnaires continued from pg 1-

In the release, Ketter asked why there was a “disturbing delay” in notifying the 
public about a Legionnaires’ disease outbreak that had killed two Westchester resi-
dents and infected 35 others this summer.

Katter added that  Westchester residents deserve to know why the public wasn’t 
informed sooner—and what officials are doing to prevent future cases. “Two peo-
ple died and 35 were sickened—and yet the public is just hearing about this now,” 
Katter said. “Where is the transparency? Where is the urgency? The Westchester 
County government has kept its citizens in the dark, and that’s unacceptable.”

On that same day, the Westchester County Health Department announced that 
two Westchester residents, one from White Plains and one from New Rochelle, 
had died, but did not specify when or where the outbreak occurred, nor have they 
identified the likely source of the Legionella bacteria.

Legionnaires’ disease is a serious, often deadly form of pneumonia. It is caused 
by inhaling water vapor that’s been contaminated with Legionella bacteria. The 
bacteria thrive in HVAC cooling towers, particularly during warmer months. Ac-
cording to the CDC, most outbreaks are entirely preventable through routine main-
tenance and monitoring.

On September 10, we received the following from the Westchester Department 
of Health. 

The Westchester County Department of Health is advising the public after a re-
cent uptick in Legionnaires’ disease cases was observed locally, consistent with a 
similar trend reported in New York City.

Legionnaires’ disease is a type of pneumonia caused by bacteria that can grow in 
building water systems, such as cooling towers. While cases of Legionnaires’ dis-
ease are diagnosed every year, this recent increase prompted Westchester County 
Health Commissioner Dr. Sherlita Amler to join a public briefing to provide impor-
tant information and guidance to Westchester County residents.

Amler said: “While it is not unusual for us to see cases of Legionnaires’ disease 
in Westchester, especially during the warmer months, the County Health Depart-
ment is closely monitoring the situation and taking extra precautions as needed. 
What is important for residents to know is that the Health Department has long-
standing protocols in place to respond quickly, work with building owners, and 
ensure water towers are properly disinfected to protect public health.”

The Westchester County Health Department works year-round with building 
managers and organizations to test and disinfect cooling towers, as well as to en-
sure compliance with state and local regulations. This proactive approach helps 
limit the spread of Legionella bacteria and reduce the risk of exposure.

The Health Department encourages anyone experiencing symptoms of pneumo-
nia—such as cough, fever, chills, or shortness of breath—to seek medical care 
immediately. Legionnaires’ disease is treatable with antibiotics; however, early di-
agnosis is crucial.

The 38 cases represent a 50% increase compared to last year.
“The new information was not a cause for undue alarm. But it is a reminder and 

does stress the importance of public awareness,” said Westchester Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Sherlita Amler during a September 15 press conference.

The NYS Health Department has identified a possible small cluster of Legionella 
in Yonkers. Five of the 38 cases identified so far are also in Yonkers. 

Apartment building cooling towers are a likely source of the cluster, and a 2-mile 
radius in Yonkers is the area where Westchester County health workers are collect-
ing samples. 

Building owners are required to test their HVAC systems and cooling towers for 
Legionella bacteria every 90 days and report the findings to the county. 

Legionnaires’ disease is a type of pneumonia caused by bacteria that can grow in 
building water systems, such as cooling towers. It thrives in heat and humidity, and 
cannot be spread from person to person. 

It grows in hot water, and the mist from the water can contain bacteria found in 
Legionnaires’ disease. 

A cluster was found in NYC in August. 
The disease caused by the Legionella bacteria cannot be spread person to person.
In some cases, it may take up to 2 weeks for symptoms to appear. At-risk persons 

include smokers, older adults, and immunocompromised persons. 
People may think they have the flu or COVID-19 because the symptoms are 

similar to those of Legionnaires’ disease, including cough, fever, chills, muscle 
aches, headaches, fatigue, loss of appetite, and diarrhea.

In most people, antibiotics can be used to treat Legionnaires’ disease. 10% of 
those who contract it, the result may be fatal. 

Hot tubs and home water faucets can carry Legionnaires ‘ disease, but only in a 
small number of cases. 

Katter told us that the CDC states that more than 3 cases are an indication of an 
outbreak. “Why did they (County) use the patients as their alarm system? They are 
doing this backward, and the public should have been informed as soon as possible. 
Every summer, there is an outbreak in the NYC area. 

“I have a client where the mother thought that he was drunk, but was suffering 
from Legionnaires ‘ disease. If the maintenance is done properly by the building 
management, it can be prevented. You can’t see the bacteria; it has to be inhaled 
deeply in the lungs.”

Mr. Katter is available for interviews on this matter. For more information, call 
(212) 809-4293 or visit www.katterlaw.com.

_____________________________________________________________
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Sleepy Hollow Schools Complete $350,000 
Renovation Funded by Maj. Leader Stewart-Cousins
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Set sail with the smooth sounds of Yacht 
Lobsters at Irvington Theater September 26

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY.  24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369)

RESORTS WORLD CASINOS
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   & Set Sail

HUDSON VALLEY

JOIN GENTING REWARDS 
FOR A CHANCE TO

WIN A FREE 
CRUISE FOR TWO
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UP TO

*In Free Slot Play

One time use only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or 
offer. Valid for any new service except subscription fees. Must mention 

coupon at the time of sale. 

 It’s sure to be smooth sailing on September 26 when Yacht Lobsters dock at 
Irvington Theater for a one-night-only concert featuring the groovy and nostal-
gic sounds of 70s and 80s soft rock. 

Founded by the visionary team behind Brother Joscephus and the Love Revo-
lution, Yacht Lobsters features some of New York City’s fi nest professional 
musicians who have played together for decades. Their big sound recreates — 
and at times reimagines — the studio mastery of retro-rock icons like Steely 
Dan, The Doobie Brothers, Hall & Oates, Toto, and more. There’s even a taste-
ful smattering of original music that sounds like it stepped right out of 1978!

Whether you’re a yacht rock newbie or an unabashed fan of the genre, you 
can expect a breezy, soulful vibe fused with stellar vocals, a full horn section, 
and unique elements of NOLA funk, classic rock, and jazz improvisation to 
keep things bouncy, set your mood to festive, and ensure your boat’s a-rockin’.

“We are thrilled to host one of the country’s most popular yacht rock bands 
— and we owe our good fortune to the fact that their keyboard player lives 
in Irvington!,” said Irvington Theater Commission Co-Chair Shana Liebman. 
“The Lobsters play nightly to sold-out crowds. They are masters of the genre 
and bring joyful vibes and a rocking good time wherever they go.”

Grab your captain’s hat, make that piña colada a double, and climb aboard! 
Yacht Lobsters takes the stage at Irvington Theater on September 26 at 8pm. 
All tickets are just $33 (plus fees) and available for purchase at https://www.
irvingtontheater.com/events/yachtlobsters. 

Irvington Theater is home to a diverse range of innovative programming that 
entertains, enlightens, and inspires, establishing itself over its 123-year history 
as the cultural heart of the Rivertowns. The theater produces original program-
ming and, in collaboration with its Arts Partners, curates high-quality theater, 
music, fi lm, comedy, and dance for the greater New York metropolitan area.

_____________________________________________________________ 

The Sleepy Hollow school community celebrated the completion of a capital 
project at Sleepy Hollow Middle and High Schools funded with $350,000 of state 
aid delivered by Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins. 

The renovation of the courtyard, which serves as an outdoor classroom space, 
was made possible through state funding secured by Senator Stewart-Cousins in 
2024. The project has transformed the courtyard into a safe and functional out-
door classroom designed to foster a love for learning.

“Investing in our schools is not just a fi nancial commitment; it’s an investment 
in the future of our children,” said Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins. “I am proud 
to have supported this project, which will enhance the educational experience for 
students at Sleepy Hollow Middle and High Schools. This courtyard will serve as 
a dynamic space for learning, collaboration, and growth.”

The project was completed in time for the start of the new school year, provid-
ing students with a modern and inspiring learning environment. The space will be 
used for various educational activities, from science experiments to art projects, 
allowing students to engage with their curriculum in a unique and interactive way.

“Our newly renovated outdoor space has transformed into a vibrant extension 
of the classroom – where students can explore, and connect with one another 
in an inspiring environment. It not only enhances learning but also strengthens 
our sense of community,” said Public Schools of the Tarrytowns Superintendent 
Dr. Raymond Sanchez. “This project could not have been completed without the 
funding provided by Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and we thank her for her un-
wavering commitment to the students and families of the Public Schools of the 
Tarrytowns.”

Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins joined Sleepy Hollow students, faculty, and 
administration, for a ribbon cutting and to tour the newly renovated space and 
celebrate this achievement. 

_______________________________________________________________



 FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 19, 2025 - WESTCHESTER RISING - PAGE 9

Town of Eastchester September 11 Ceremony 

continued on pg 14-continued on pg 14-

LISTENING.
CARING. THE WAY MEDICINE

WAS MEANT TO BE
PRIMARY CARE  |  GASTROENTEROLOGY  |  NEPHROLOGY  |  PODIATRY 

PAIN  |  ENDOCRINOLOGY  |  ORTHOPEDIC  |  VASCULAR  |  WOUND HEALING

914.207.0004
stjohnsmedgroup.com

DOBBS FERRY | HARTSDALE | YONKERS

COMMUNITY

Ana Androne, MD
Primary Care – Internal Medicine 

© 2025 St. John’s Riverside Hospital  |  All Rights Reserved

The Town of Eastchester and Supervisor Tony Colavita hosted their annual 
September 11th Ceremony outside of Town Hall. Nine Eastchester residents 
lost their lives 24 years ago that day. 

Below: Yonkers Finest stand at attention at 911 Ceremony 
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If you have nothing nice to say, continued from pg 1-
Valley University campus, in front of 3,000 people, including his wife and two young children. 

He co-founded the conservative organization Turning Point USA (TPUSA) in 2012 and was its executive director. 
Kirk was a champion of the First Amendment, Freedom of Speech, and his Christian beliefs. And he made a name for himself by going onto these liberal colleges 

and universities and having conversations with students, most of whom did not agree at all with his views. And that is the way he wanted it. If you disagree with me, 
come to the front of the line, he would say. 

His work in 2024 to register young people and get them to vote was part of the reason President Donald Trump was reelected. 
While some of us mourn Kirk’s death, we must also respect the First Amendment rights of those who disagreed with him and can’t understand why he has become 

a beloved figure in American history.
But Kirk’s death has affected so many Americans, dare I say the majority of Americans, that some are pushing back at the outrageous comments and posts that 

some are making about a young man who just died in front of the world for expressing his views. 
And in today’s social media age, the urge to post whatever comes to mind takes over for some. However, there are limits to free Speech if you are a public servant. 

The public you serve is watching you and reading your comments. And if those comments are deemed over the top and inconsiderate, you are called out in the same 
public square that killed Charles Kirk. 

Why did the New York Yankees and most of the NFL Football teams hold a moment of silence for Charlie Kirk? The response to his death has been so great that 
those who can’t understand it should take the time to learn why. 

Two examples in Westchester warrant being called out for their insensitivity. 
Most of you may have already read about Somers High School resource officer Tanisha Blanche, who posted after Kirk’s death, “Why yall don’t have that same 

energy for the school shooting that took place yesterday, but yall crying over the man that was OK with gun violence” and “well that white sniper was over qualified 
when he put that hole in your neck hunni bunni.”

Somers Schools Superintendent correctly called out Blanche, stating, “The nature of the posts glorifies violence, which is completely unacceptable for someone 
entrusted with the safety of students and staff members,” adding, “school safety is our most sacred and important obligation. The Westchester County Police De-
partment has affirmed that another SRO will be assigned to our schools, and I am in touch directly with the police to ensure the safety and continuity of our SRO 
program going forward.”

Blanche will not be fired for her comments, but was moved to desk duty at the County Police Headquarters in Hawthorne. 
School Resource Officers (SROs) were formed in the aftermath of the school shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, and are under the authority and supervision of 

the Westchester County Department of Public Safety. 
The second outrageous comment about Charlie Kirk has not been highlighted or discussed yet. This takes us to Rye, and the Rye Town Tax Receiver Carla Pug-

liese. 
After Kirk’s killing, Pugliese posted, “The fact that Trump is putting the flag at half staff for a white supremacist and never once lowered it for murdered school 

children tells you everything you need to know.” 
Several Rye Town residents questioned Pugliese’s comments. One post said, “How does the tax receiver for the village of Port Chester think it’s OK to post this 

vile statement? Again, another hateful, vile post against a man of God. When does the hate end? How many people have to be assassinated? How do you hold a 
position of trust in our government and post this crap?”

Resident Linda Turturino said, “I have strong feelings about the difference between freedom of speech and hate speech. And as a Town official, you are held to a 
higher standard. If you have those feelings, you shouldn’t post them; you should keep them to yourself. 

Resident Bart Didden said, “That person is in an appointed position and needs to go. As a taxpayer, how do you make the jump from an assassination to then talk 
about Trump? 

“There is a double standard. If Kirk were out there being a liberal activist, there would be rioting in the streets. We are just mourning. She (Pugliese) is on the bal-
lot in November. She should be removed from her position at the meeting this week. I think public officials have a higher standard to meet. When you are a public 
official, you don’t have a private page.” 

We leave you with two thoughts. From Journalist Mark Halperin. “It’s hard to think of anyone 31 years old in the United States who’s had the kind of meaningful 
achievement that Charlie Kirk had, of getting young people in particular into the political system.

“First of all, they don’t understand what Charlie achieved. Even now, even as it’s been covered since his murder, they still don’t get it. They still don’t understand 
what made him so different. And I think it’s so important that the left understand.

“They need to appreciate why people on the right are so upset. The only reason Charlie succeeded at nearly everything he tried was due to his extraordinary gifts, 
determination, and faith. They don’t see Charlie as anything but some Trump flunky. They do not see what he achieved, nor do they see the symbolism.

But I ask again for people on the left to understand what the death, the murder, the assassination of Charlie Kirk means, not just to prominent Republicans, but to 
rank-and-file people around the country. It’s not just the loss of a leader, a friend, or someone with a degree of success. It’s the elimination of someone who demon-
strated not just that he could overcome all these biases, but that he could thrive and start to change the system to set an example. 

As I traveled around the country in 2024, going to Trump events and meeting people
who supported President Trump, often events that Charlie was at or his organization, Turning Point, was involved in. I saw a different kind of young conservative 

than I’d seen during my career. Not shy, not afraid, willing to go publicly to a rally, to be on social media, to be visible on campus.
Charlie said, “I’m going to come to your campus. I’m going to take on all comers. I’m going to take questions. I am going to celebrate the free exchange of ideas.
In some ways, there couldn’t be anybody worse to have assassinated, truly, because he was killed doing the thing that was the most resonant, the most symboli-

cally resonant for young people.
And I ask people on the left, take a moment and think about why this means so much to people on the right. Please take a moment to understand the murder 

of Charlie Kirk and how it is seen and felt. And with the rise of digital technology and with the rise of the grassroots MAGA movement and with the advent as a 
miracle of the singular soul of Charlie Kirk,this is a big moment in American history, where someone who did what should have been impossible, made it possible, 
was killed,

At Kirk’s memorial, Robert F. Kennedy Jr said, “My 17-year-old niece left for Europe to go to college, my daughter-in-law noticed that she had put a Bible in her
suitcase. And she was curious about it. And she asked her, and Zoe said to her, “I want to live like Charlie Kirk.”
There are millions and millions of kids around the country who he inspired who now want to live like Charlie Kirk, and that’s a great thing for our country.
He ended up being the primary architect of my unification with President Trump. However, the overarching mission of Charlie Kirk was Jesus, but also free 

Speech, and he saw them as intertwined. He believed that conversation was the only way to heal our country. That
We had to learn to talk to each other without vitriol, without poison, without anger. We had to be able to listen to ideas. We had to be able to say what we meant 

without being mean and to communicate with each other across this divide. It’s the only way to end the polarization that’s driven now by these algorithms and by 
all these other forces in our society.

And Charlie, more than any figure in our country, led the resistance that has restored freedom of Speech to this country. His love of family, his love of God, his 
love of freedom of Speech, his reverence for this country, and his belief that we are an exemplary nation. “

The civilized way for our elected officials to react to Kirk’s death, who didn’t agree with him, can be found in Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins, who 
said, “Violence has no place in our Democracy, and we must stand united in condemning political violence wherever it occurs. No one should ever be targeted for 
their beliefs or for participating in public discourse. My thoughts are with the Kirk family and all those grieving.”

Congressman George Latimer said, Political violence has no place in our country, and we must all unequivocally condemn the killing of Charlie Kirk. Our 
thoughts are with his loved ones and friends.”

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano said, “This is not OK. This is what our Democracy is all about-Freedom of Speech. This is not a Republican issue or a Democratic 
issue; it is a national issue. This is not about partisan politics. This is about the fundamentals of our republic. We need to be able to have public discourse without 
fear of reprisal.”

Christine Sculti, the republican candidate for County Executive in November, posted, “Ken Jenkins has to answer for this.”  We don’t agree. 
And the quote, “If you don’t have anything nice to say,” is attributed to Alice Roosevelt, daughter of Teddy Roosevelt. She said, “If you don’t have anything nice 

to say, come sit next to me.” 
The Disney movie Bambi made the phrase, “If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything, famous.” 
And one more movie reference that is appropriate. In Star Wars, Obi-Wan Kenobi said,  “If you strike me down, I shall become more powerful than you can pos-

sibly imagine.”
Amen and God Bless Charlie Kirk.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Obituary-Richard “Dick” Forliano 

  continued  on pg 12-  

 Vigils, continued  from pg 1-  

Richard Forliano, beloved father, grandfather, teacher and friend died peace-
fully on September 14, 2025, surrounded by his loving family.

Born on January 18, 1945, Dick attended Pelham Memorial High School in 
Pelham, New York, and attended Muhlenberg College, graduating in 1966 with 
a degree in history. He later earned his master’s degree from Iona College.

For over 30 years, Dick taught social studies at Eastchester Junior/Senior High 
School. His numerous accomplishments included co-chairperson of the Town of 
Eastchester Bill of Rights Bicentennial Committee from 1988-1991, Eastches-
ter Town Historian from 1988-present, conducting numerous tours of Eastches-
ter, Tuckahoe and Bronxville, while wearing his iconic white wig and historical 
costumes, Professor of Education at Concordia College and Chairman of the 
Board in charge of guiding Saint Paul’s Church and National Historic Site where 
Eastchester was founded in 1664. Richard fostered the Lower Westchester His-
torian’s Roundtable of Westchester and was honored by NYS for Excellence in 
Promoting Local History.

Dick authored articles on local history, including a column in the Eastchester 
Town Report titled, “Historically Speaking”, and a chapter in the book, “Out of 
the Wilderness”. He also chaired the Education Committee for the 350th Anni-
versary of the Town, successfully engaging over 1,000 students to participate in 
exhibits, digital media, fi lm, fi ne arts and performing arts performances.

Throughout his years, Dick was an avid lover of sports and exercise. In his 
youth, he enjoyed playing basketball competitively and later on, became pas-
sionate about tennis. For many years he managed multiple tennis leagues, form-
ing many valuable friendships.

Dick will be remembered for his commitment to both civic services as Rotary 
member and for his deep commitment to education including his tireless eff orts 
to connect us to our historical past. Rich He was an inspiration to all who had the 
privilege of learning from him.

Dick is predeceased by his wife, Faith. He is survived by his children, Kathy 
(Marc) Gerber, Thomas (Denise Giannasca) and Joseph (Naomi Torres), along 
with grandchildren Ryan, Justin, Alexa and Tommy.

Visitation Friday 3:00-7:00 at Westchester Funeral Home.
Please join us in celebrating his life on Saturday, Sept. 20 at 1:00 p.m. at Vil-

lage Lutheran Church.
Donations may be made to:
The Eastchester Historical Society at
Eastchester Historical Society
or mailed to St. Paul’s Church National Historic Site, 897 S. Columbus Av-

enue, MT. Vernon, New York 10550.
From the Board of Trustees of the Eastchester Historical Society:
Richard Forliano Tribute
It is with the utmost sadness that the Eastchester Historical Society announces 

the passing of our beloved Richard “Dick” Forliano. Dick was the living em-
bodiment of Eastchester history and was its foremost scholar, teacher, and ardent 
promoter since 1968. It is likely that no one has ever dedicated so much of their 
time and talent to Eastchester’s history as Dick. He possessed a once-in-a-gener-
ation passion and intellect for history that is irreplaceable to the community—so 
much so that, to many, local history and Dick are synonymous.

Dick wasn’t just an astute historian; he was also a devoted family man. He is 
predeceased by his beloved wife, Faith, and leaves behind cherished children 
and grandchildren. We off er the Forliano family our deepest condolences and 
want them to know the entire community joins them in their grief for Dick, who 
gave the very best of himself to Eastchester and the wider community.

Dick fi rst became a history teacher in 1968 and taught hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of students at Eastchester High School during his 37-year career. Many 
people consider themselves “Forliano Alumni” because they were infused with 
his same passion and curiosity through their encounters with him. Dick became 
the Eastchester Town Historian in 1988 and, over the course of his prolifi c tenure, 
wrote hundreds of articles, gave hundreds of lectures and presentations, helped 
coordinate the Eastchester 350th celebration and book, and worked with other 
community groups to preserve and promote the history of our region and nation.

Dick had the mind of a scholar and the heart of a mentor. His accomplishments 
are too numerous to list. Since he had a tenacious sense of duty to share what he 
learned, he may have even humbly lost sight of how much he accomplished. But 
this year, around the time of his 80th birthday, his ongoing contributions were 
recognized when he received the NY State Historian of the Year Award. He was 
without equal.

It will be the mission of the Eastchester Historical Society to carry his legacy 
forward in all we do.

Richard Forliano

for his family, and for our nation. Over 250 people joined us on Sunday, creat-
ing an incredibly touching atmosphere.

“As I mentioned during the vigil, we must come together to forge a brighter 
future for all, and it is imperative that this violence ends. There is much work 
ahead, and I trust that many will rise to the occasion. Charlie’s mission con-
tinues through each of us; we are now entrusted to create a better, safer world. 
Rest easy, brother—we’ve got this from here!”

Town of Mt. Pleasant Trustee, Laurie Rogers Smalley, said, “ I attended the 
vigil for Charlie Kirk this evening on the steps of a building where I often 
visited in my professional and political roles. The steps were diff erent this eve-
ning. Front and center was a photo of a young man I had never met. A young 
man I never knew. A young man I respect and revere for living by the courage 
of his convictions. A young man who died for those convictions. 

“In a society that didn’t accept him as the “norm,” he stood tall in his beliefs 
and reached out to the youth of our nation. He embraced them, he listened to 
them, he talked to them. Mostly, he taught them. Through him, they learned 
that loving God, loving family, and loving country was the “norm”. He taught 
them to be proud of their faith and their patriotism. He stood up for his beliefs, 
and for that, he gave his life.

“Well, it’s our turn to stand up for him and for every young person through-
out our great country. We the “old”. We need to work together to keep his mes-
sage alive and help it grow even stronger. 

“Tonight I witnessed the “best” of my fellow Westchester residents. We came 
together: Old and Young, Black and White, Hispanic and Asian, Male and Fe-
male, all there with one common mission. To honor and grieve a young man 
taken way too soon. Led by a young politician who knows the sting of losing a 
beloved brother and enhanced by an impromptu chorus of patriotic songs and 
chants, we were there to be seen and to be heard. Later on, a beautiful young 
woman led her fellow church members in songs of praise. She went on to read 
to us from Scripture and was so moved that tears streamed down her face and 
those of many of us in the crowd. In her, we saw the anguish we all feel for the 
loss of this young man.

“Charlie Kirk can not return to us in the fl esh, but he can return to us in spirit. 
In fact, he already has. Let us keep his light alive and help our country to heal 
and move forward. May God Bless the family of Charlie Kirk. May he rest in 
eternal peace.”

In Somers, Assemblyman Matt Slater said, “Charlie Kirk’s life was taken 
by hatred, but his legacy calls us to something higher. As a father myself, I 
cannot help but think of Charlie’s wife and young children. At Sunday’s vigil 
in Somers, we asked God to comfort them in their grief, to give them strength 
in the days ahead, and to surround them with love and support from this great 
community and from a nation mourning with them. 

“Political violence, no matter who it targets or where it comes from, has 
no place in America. We must reject hatred and choose civility. We can argue 
fi ercely about ideas, but we must never lose sight of the dignity of the person 
across from us. If we do that, Charlie’s death will not be in vain, and we will 
leave our children a nation worthy of their hopes and dreams.”

Congressman Mike Lawler, commenting on Kirk’s death, said, “Charlie 
Kirk was a champion of free speech who engaged in conversation with anyone 
regardless of their viewpoint. If someone agreed or disagreed with him, he 
would take the time to listen and debate, as we all should.

His life was cut horrifi cally short today when he was assassinated at one of 
those very events he was so well-known for. But what was most important in 
his life was being a loving husband and caring father to his young family.

As the father of two young kids myself, my heart is incredibly heavy for 
Charlie’s wife and children tonight. May we all uplift them in prayer and hold 
them in our hearts.

Charlie dedicated his life to engaging young Americans and fostering open 
and honest dialogue—the very values our country was built on—especially 
with those who disagreed with him. Political violence has no place in America. 
We must stand united against hate and ensure justice is served. My prayers are 
with Erika, his family, and all those mourning this tragic loss.”

Journalist Selina Zito wrote, “If you were looking for young people dis-
traught over the brutal assassination of Charlie Kirk in the streets, you were 
looking in the wrong place. They were in church.”

Church attendance was said to have increased drastically upon Kirk’s death. 
And interest in groups wanting to start a Turning Point chapter in their com-
munity or school has increased tenfold in recent days. 

Charlie Kirk embodied the American Dream. Born with nothing, he out-
worked his political opponents and built something outside of the mainstream 
media.  

And he was a Christian, and an unabashed believer in Jesus Christ. Nobody 
should die for that.

NEW 2025 FUNDING PROGRAMS 
AVAILABLE NOW!

888-849-9991
or visit NyProgramFunding.com

• Need a NEW ROOF and HELP PAYING for it?
Any leaking, visible damage, or roof age qualifies!

• Money flying out of old, drafty WINDOWS?
You may qualify for new energy efficient windows!

NEW YORK 
HOMEOWNERS:

Enrollment is only open during a limited time. Programs, appointments, 
and installations are on a first come, first serve basis in your area.

HELP IS AVAILABLE EVEN IF YOU COULD PAY CASH
Approved applications will have the work completed by a quality repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER 

FUNDING. Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs. License NY:RC-H-21274
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unclaimed funds,  continued from pg 1- 	Optimum Honors Hispanic Heritage Month by Launching its Annual 
Student Essay Contest

Optimum’s long-running essay challenge invites students from across the 
country to reflect on and express their unique views about Hispanic heritage

Optimum, the leading provider of fiber internet, mobile, and TV services, is 
proud to announce the start of its annual Hispanic Heritage essay contest across 
its service area. In honor of National Hispanic Heritage Month, which is ob-
served each year from September 15 to October 15, the essay contest recognizes 
and celebrates the diverse histories, cultures, and contributions of generations of 
Hispanic Americans across the country.

Available to all middle and high school students across Optimum’s footprint, 
the essay contest will run through Friday, October 31 and boasts a total of four 
Grand Prize scholarships of $3,000 as well as Honorable Mention prizes. This 
year’s prompt is:

In Hispanic culture, traditions such as dance, food or historical and family 
celebrations are important ways people connect and reflect on heritage. People 
also connect to Hispanic culture through media and entertainment, events or 
relationships with individuals in their community. In 500 words or less, choose a 
person, cultural experience, celebration or tradition that has helped you connect 
to Hispanic culture and explain what that means to you.

Additionally, Optimum will recognize the educators who encouraged their stu-
dents to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month by submitting an essay. Special gifts 
will be awarded to educators who sponsor the highest number of essay submis-
sions from their students. 

“Optimum is honored to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month through this 
meaningful essay contest, now in its 18th year,” said Jen Ostrager, Senior Vice 
President of Community Affairs at Optimum. “As a company committed to sup-
porting education, this contest provides students the opportunity to share how 
Hispanic culture shapes their lives and communities. Year after year, we are 
inspired by the passion and creativity expressed in these essays, and we look 
forward to reading the stories students will share this season.”

Eligibility Requirements
Participants must be a student in grades 6-12 and attend a school in the Opti-

mum service area;
Participants from all ethnic and cultural backgrounds are welcome to submit 

an essay;
Essay submissions must be written in English;
All essay submissions must be received by 11:59 pm EST on October 31, 

2025. For more on Optimum’s Hispanic Heritage essay contest, including sub-
mission requirements, information on prizes, and how to submit essays, visit 
optimum.com/hhm. 

______________________________________________________________

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) # 2025 – 01

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS AND PROPOSALS 
FOR

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES
THE MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR THE CITY OF YON-

KERS, NY
The Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers, NY (the Authority) 

is soliciting Statements of Qualifications and Proposals from architectural firms 
interested in providing professional architectural design, engineering, and con-
struction administration services for work under an IDIQ (Indefinite Delivery/ 
Indefinite Quantity) contract with the Authority for a three (3)-year term.  

This RFQ is the only information provided to prospective respondents and 
contains submission requirements, terms, conditions, and other pertinent infor-
mation for submitting a responsive proposal.  The RFQ will be available online 
starting September 22, 2025, at www.mhacy.org.

There will be a pre-submission conference for interested parties on October 
1, 2025. Time and zoom link to be determined. The deadline for questions pro-
spective respondents may have is October 8, 2025, at 3:00 PM Eastern Standard 
Time (EST).  All questions must be emailed to procurement@mhacy.org prior to 
the questions deadline.  No telephone calls and/or written communication sent 
via mail will be accepted.

Proposals must reach the Authority no later than 3:00 PM (EST) on October 
22, 2025.  Late submissions will be handled in accordance with the provisions 
in Form HUD-5369B.

The Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate 
based on race, sexual orientation, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, dis-
ability, or family status.  The Authority solicits and encourages the participation 
of minorities and small businesses in procurement.

Contact, related to this procurement, with members of the Authority’s Board 
of Commissioners, or Authority’s officers and/or employees other than the con-
tact person show below, during the procurement process could result in disquali-
fication of a proposal.

Wilson Kimball
President & CEO
Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers
1511 Central Park Avenue
Yonkers, New York 10710
Project No. RFQ 2025-01

Every day the State Comptroller returns more than $2 million to New York-
ers, and today reconnected nearly $12,000 in unclaimed funds to local organiza-
tions, including $5,781 for the White Plains City School District, $3,695 for the 
Business Council of Westchester, $2,175 for My Sisters Place and $330 for the 
Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 21.

County Executive Jenkins said: “Too often, people don’t realize they’re owed 
money—and the truth is, you could be one of them. Westchester residents work 
hard for every dollar they earn, and we want to make sure they get back what’s 
rightfully theirs. It only takes a minute to check the State Comptroller’s website 
and see if you or a loved one is owed unclaimed funds. Don’t leave your money 
behind.”

State Comptroller DiNapoli said: “We’re returning more than $2 million a day 
to New Yorkers, and my office is working to make it easier than ever to reclaim 
lost money, including mailing some checks directly to their rightful owners. If 
you get a check, cash it. There are $453 million reasons why people living in 
Westchester should visit our website to search for their names, check for family 
members and reclaim their money.”

Unclaimed funds occur when people lose track of their money or an account 
and can come from utility deposits, trust funds, old bank accounts, uncashed 
checks or unused gift cards. These funds never expire, and its quick and easy to 
check the website: https://www.osc.ny.gov/unclaimed-funds.

There are currently over 648,000 accounts with addresses in Westchester 
County.  

In an effort to speed up returns, the State Comptroller’s Office of Unclaimed 
Funds (OUF) began mailing checks for newly reported accounts of $250 or less 
to eligible individuals in January. About 73,000 checks have been sent out, val-
ued at $5.5 million as of August.

Residents who need assistance with the search process can attend an in-person 
event held by DiNapoli’s office or call OUF at (800) 221-9311, Monday – Fri-
day, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

______________________________________________________________

The DA’s Office had requested the additional imposition of shock probation, 
a small period of incarceration that forms part of the probationary sentence, but 
Judge James McCarty, who issued the sentence, denied this request.

At a bench trial in June, Judge McCarty convicted Joseph Apostoli, 46, a 
firefighter with the Fairview Fire Department, in Greenburgh, of two counts of 
Third-Degree Assault, a class A misdemeanor.

However, Judge McCarty acquitted Apostoli of Second-Degree Assault, a fel-
ony, and Second-Degree Unlawful Imprisonment and Criminal Obstruction of 
Breathing or Blood Circulation, both misdemeanors.

Apostoli will further have to perform 100 hours of community service and pro-
vide approximately $1,600 in restitution to the victim for her medical expenses. 
A permanent order of protection was also issued on behalf of the victim.

DA Cacace said: “Domestic violence is a scourge that affects everyone, no 
matter their circumstance or lot in life. Working to eradicate domestic violence 
by prosecuting abusers and empowering survivors is and will remain the guiding 
principle for my administration.”

On April 11, 2024, during a domestic dispute inside their Dobbs Ferry apart-
ment, Apostoli slammed the victim, his partner at the time, to the floor of their 
bedroom. He then carried her to the living room and threw her to the floor, again, 
and struck her about her head.

The victim — who is 4’10” weighing barely 100 pounds against the defen-
dant’s 6’2”, nearly 300-pound frame — sustained serious injuries following this 
attack, including a rib fracture, partially collapsed lung and bruising to the body 
and face.  

At sentencing, a statement authored by the victim was read aloud to the court, 
stating, “Although I work diligently to reclaim my life, the memories of that 
night constantly haunt me, triggered by the simplest reminders… I find myself 
questioning: ‘Why did this happen to me? What did I do to deserve this suffer-
ing?’

“I wish for understanding, but the answer is, I may never know.”

In another Westchester case, this one in Federal Court, Giuseppi Micciari was 
sentenced to four years in prison for possession of child pornography. Micciari, 
29, and a former coach and teacher’s aide in the Yorktown schools, was sen-
tenced by US District Court Judge Philip Halpern on Sept. 16. 

Micciari was arrested in 2023 and charged after A Homeland Security agent, 
acting undercover on a site called Telegram, found buyers and sellers of videos 
of children under the age of 12. The trail eventually led to a Paypal account, bank 
account and phone number of Micciari..

On August 9, 2023, Micciari arrived at JFK Airport on a flight from Italy, where 
Customs agents seized his devices. After a Judge signed a warrant to lookin the 
devices, 32 images and videos of underage children were found engaging in 
sexual conduct with an adult, and Micciari’s Telegram account was also found 
with messages back and forth to purchase same content.

 In those messages, Micciari attempted to buy the Snapchat password of a 
minor girl who was attending a Yorktown school, so that he could hack into the 
account. Micciari was never charged in that matter. 

 Micciari worked as a teaching assistant at Brookside Elementary School and 
then Yorktown High School from 2019-2023. Micciari was also set to coach Yor-
ktown High school’s JV football team this year but resigned before.  in August.

He was charged with one count of receipt and distribution of child pornogra-
phy and one count of possession of child pornography. 

While Micciari apoligized to his victims and to the court, his bail was revoked 
in March of 2025 when investigators found photos of topless women on his 
devices. He has been in the Westchester County jail since his recent sentencing. 

Micciari will also have to make restitution to some of the minor victims whose 
images were found on his devices in 2023. Some of the victims were identified 
by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children

_____________________________________________________________

Criminal cases,  continued from pg 1- 	
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Attorney
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insurance company's first 

offer. Many injured parties are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free 
evaluation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call 
Now: 1-833-323-0318. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the clos-
est provider.

Auto Donations
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a 
generous tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855-484-
3467 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? Your car donation to Patriotic Hearts helps 
veterans find work or start their own business.  Fast free pick. Running or not!  
Call 24/7: 1-833-441-4496.

Autos Wanted
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 

haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374

Health
HEARING AIDS!!  High-quality rechargeable, powerful Audien hearing 

aids priced 90% less than competitors. Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-
day money back guarantee! 855-819-7060

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-833-641-6397

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-661-4172

Home Improvement
Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU 

MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the 
work completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. 
Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs.

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs.  Call Now! 1-833-807-0159

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-782-4069

Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) 
standby generators - the most powerful home standby generators available. In-
dustry-leading comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made 
in the U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496

Do you know what’s in your water? Leaf Home Water Solutions offers FREE 
water testing and whole home water treatment systems that can be installed in 
as little one day.  15% off your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior & military 
discounts. Restrictions apply. Schedule your FREE test today. Call 1-866-247-
5728

Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-916-5473

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-877-516-1160 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a 
local expert provider that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. Call 1-833-880-7679

Miscellaneous
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The 

Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-329-9391

Real Estate
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!   No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 

three step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670

Services
PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and afford-

ably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Locally 
owned and affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-833-549-0598 
Have zip code of property ready when calling!

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-844-919-1682

Travel Services
SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.  Let us do the research for you for 
FREE!  Call: 877 988 7277

TV Internet Phone
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 

and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, 
call now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-833-323-0160

SATURDAY, SEPT. 20

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282
Wilderness Walks, 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.Ages 16 and older can join us for a guided 

outdoor experience on Muscoot’s scenic hiking trails. Led by our knowledgeable 
staff, the free walks will connect you with nature, build confidence on the trails 
and deepen your appreciation for the beauty of the woods. Register: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/wilderness-walks-tickets-1395317224379?aff=oddtdtcreator

Hilltop Hanover Farm & Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 862-
5050

Mindful in Field & Woodlands: A Half-Day Nature Retreat for Ease, Abundance 
& Joy, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. In this restorative program open to new and experienced 
meditators, we will savor the bounty of September amidst the rolling fields and 
woodlands of Hilltop Hanover Farm. Attuning to our innate connection to this sea-
son of change and abundance, we will explore nature meditation and mindfulness 
practices that enhance our connection to the earth while offering us support, per-
spective and peace. $25.Get details and register: https://hilltophanoverfarm.org/
events/event/2025/09/20/mindful-in-field-woodlands-a-half-day-nature-retreat-
for-ease-abundance-joy/525874

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720
Volunteer Work Project: Clearing the Visual Portals of Invasive Plants, 10 a.m. - 

11:30 a.m. Help keep the visual portals to the waterways open. Please bring work 
gloves. All other tools will be provided. Great for service credit hours.

Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White Plains: (914) 428-1005
Volunteer Work Day: Invasive Species Removal, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Join the pre-

serve staff in removing invasive plants to aid in habitat restoration. Please call 
(914) 428-1005 to register.

Marshlands Conservancy, Rye: (914) 835-4466
Friends of Marshlands Annual Membership Meeting, 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. The Board 

of the Friends of Marshlands will hold its annual membership meeting today at the 
nature center building. It’s open to all current members and anyone interested in 
becoming a member. A free, live-animal program will follow the meeting.

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282
“The ABCs of Muscoot Farm,” 12 p.m. - 4 p.m. Celebrate Muscoot’s rich legacy 

and community spirit. The exhibit is on display in the Main House on weekends 
in September. Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.com/press-releases/3533-
discover-the-abc-s-of-muscoot-farm-this-september

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720
Volunteer Work Project: Continuing the Clearance of the Visual Portals, 1 p.m. - 

2:30 p.m. Let’s keep the existing views of the waterway free of unwanted invasive 
plants. Please bring work gloves. All other tools will be provided. Great for service 
credit hours.

Marshlands Conservancy, Rye: (914) 835-4466
Awesome Adaptations! Live Animal Program, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Big ears! Sharp 

claws! Slimy skin! Those are just a few of the adaptations that help animals sur-
vive. Wildlife educator Anthony Cogswell talks about all of the incredible ways an 
animal’s adaptations help it survive.

Lenoir Preserve, Yonkers: (914) 968-5851
Lenoir History Tour, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. With centuries of interesting owners and 

various uses of the land, Lenoir’s history is fascinating. Join us on a walk around 
the preserve to learn all about them!

Lasdon Park, Arboretum & Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Lasdon Green Squad, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Every Saturday from April to November 

join the Lasdon Green Squad to keep Lasdon, Westchester’s Public Garden look-
ing beautiful. Volunteers will work with Lasdon staff on tasks such as invasive 
species removal, planting, watering, weeding, trail maintenance, mulching, trash 
clean up, and other tasks. For those age 14 and older. Get details and register: 
https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/lasdon-green-squad-2-2/2025-09-20/

 SUNDAY, SEPT. 21
Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290
History & Natural History of Croton Point, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. Ages 6 and older can 

join the village historian and the park naturalist on a free walk exploring scenic and 
fascinating Croton Point Park. Wear sturdy shoes. Meet at the RV Park entrance.

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282
Farmers Market, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. The market supports farmers and sustain-

able efforts in our area, featuring over 30 local vendors every Sunday until Nov. 
16. Get details: https://www.muscootfarm.org/markets/

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Yoga in the Gardens, 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. $25. Pre-registration required: https://

www.lasdonpark.org/event/yoga-in-the-gardens/2025-09-21/
Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Museum, Katonah: (914) 864-7263
Gardening Sundays and Tuesdays, Weekly, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.Enhance your gar-

dening skills and plant knowledge by working side by side with the gardeners at 
Lasdon Park. Tasks include planting, watering, weeding, pruning, staking, dead-
heading, potting up and more! Through November. Get details and register: https://
www.lasdonpark.org/event/gardening-sundays-2/2025-09-21/

Miller House, White Plains: (914) 428-1005
Commemorating Constitution Week, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. How the Great American 

Experiment and Constitution laid the foundation for the birth of a new nation. 
Each attendee will receive a copy of the US Constitution, followed by a tour of 
the historic Miller House with “Ann Miller.” Presented by Daughters of Liberty’s 
Legacy; light refreshments; free.
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SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WEST-
CHESTER

THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF CWMBS, INC., 
CHL MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH TRUST 2005-14, MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-14, Plaintiff, -against- IRYNA 
DELAROSA AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF SALVADOR DELAROSA; UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF SALVADOR DELAROSA; any and all 
persons unknown to plaintiff, claiming, or who may claim to have an interest in, 
or general or specific lien upon the real property described in this action; such 
unknown persons being herein generally described and intended to be included 
in the following designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, heirs 
at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, 
creditors, trustees, committees, lienors, and assignees of such deceased, any 
and all persons deriving interest in or lien upon, or title to said real property 
by, through or under them, or either of them, and their respective wives, wid-
ows, husbands, widowers, heirs at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, ad-
ministrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trustees, committees, be included in 
the following designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, heirs 
at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, 
creditors, trustees, committees, lienors, and assignees of such deceased, any 
and all persons deriving interest in or lien upon, or title to said real property by, 
through or under them, or either of them, and their respective wives, widows, 
husbands, widowers, heirs at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, adminis-
trators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trustees, committees, lienors and assigns, 
all of whom and whose names, except as stated, are unknown to plaintiff; D.D. 
AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF SALVADOR DELAROSA c/o IRYNA DE-
LAROSA; CAVALRY SPV I, LLC; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA- IN-
TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TAXATION AND FINANCE; JOHN DOE, Defendants. INDEX # 68449/2022 
Original filed with Clerk 11/22/2022. Plaintiff Designates Westchester County 
as the Place of Trial. The Basis of Venue is that the subject action is situated 
Westchester County. Premises: 718 Scarsdale Rd Yonkers, NY 10707. TO THE 
ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to 
answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your answer, or, 
if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a notice of ap-
pearance, on the Plaintiff’s Attorney(s) within 20 days after the service of this 
Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 days after the service 
is complete if this Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State 
of New York); the United States of America may appear or answer within 60 
day of service hereof; and in case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. 
This supplemental summons and amended complaint are being filed pursuant 
to court order dated August 27, 2025. NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION 
AND RELIEF SOUGHT The OBJECT of the above captioned action is to fore-
close a Mortgage recorded on May 17, 2005, at Control No. 451220706, in 
the Office of the Clerk of Westchester County, New York, covering premises 
known as 718 Scarsdale Rd, Yonkers, NY 10707. Said mortgage was modified 
by a Loan Modification Agreement dated September 17, 2019 and recorded in 
the Westchester County Clerk’s Office on December 5, 2019 at Control No. 
593363299. The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment direct-
ing the sale of the premises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the 
Mortgage described above. NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING 
YOUR HOME If you do not respond to this Summons and Complaint by serv-
ing a copy of the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed 
this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, 
a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home. Speak to an 
attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information 
on how to answer the summons and protect your property. Sending a payment 
to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU MUST 
RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY 
FOR THE PLAINTIFF THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA THE 
BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS 
OF CWMBS, INC., CHL MORTGAGE PASSTHROUGH TRUST 2005-14, 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-14 AND 
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT. Dated: Uniondale, New York, 
August 6, 2025. Respectfully submitted, Pincus and Tarab, Attorneys at Law, 
PLLC. By: George J. Weissinger, Esq. Attorneys for Plaintiff 425 RXR Plaza 
Uniondale, NY 11556 516-699-8902.

_____________________________________________________________

Putnam County Executive Byrne Supports MGM-
   Empire Casino Yonkers Full Gaming License

Op-Ed by Putnam County Executive Kevin M. Byrne

If approved later this year, MGM Empire City’s application for one of the 
three available state commercial casino licenses would be a game-changer for 
the region. Their plan to expand table gaming and other entertainment op-
portunities in Yonkers isn’t just good for Westchester—it’s good for the entire 
Hudson Valley, including Putnam County.

While Yonkers may not fall within Putnam’s borders, our residents are deep-
ly connected to the area. Many commute there for work, entertainment, or 
to visit family and friends. Believe it or not, some even call parts of Putnam 
“Yonkers North.” What happens in Yonkers has a direct impact on Putnam and 
the surrounding region, and Empire City’s project is no exception.

Prior to becoming County Executive, I had the privilege of representing both 
Westchester and Putnam in the state assembly. For years, I worked with col-
leagues from both parties to push for additional downstate commercial casino 
licenses. We knew what this could mean for jobs, new revenue, and overall 
economic growth. Now the time has come to deliver on that promise.

Empire City is now the only applicant outside of the five boroughs of New 
York City. It’s been part of our community for decades, has an experienced 
workforce, and is in the perfect location to serve residents and visitors from 
across the tri-state area. Just as important, this project is shovel-ready. MGM 
has stated in its application materials that it can keep its current operations 
running while construction is underway, ensuring steady revenue and a faster 
build-out than other competing proposals.

As proposed, this project would also generate gaming revenue to be shared 
across the region—millions of dollars that could help keep taxes more afford-
able, improve roads and infrastructure, and expand services like public trans-
portation for seniors and other vulnerable citizens. On top of that, the project 
will create 2,000 new jobs with average compensation packages of $150,000, 
opening doors to good careers for individuals and families across the Hudson 
Valley.

Approving a license for Empire City means keeping revenue here in New 
York, creating new opportunities for working families, and strengthening com-
munities beyond the city limits. A 2021 NYS Senate Finance Committee re-
port estimated that downstate casinos could generate over $1 billion annually 
in new state revenue, much of which would otherwise flow to neighboring 
states such as Connecticut.

Thanks to a successful “track” record of job creation and regional economic 
growth, I believe MGM Empire City casino should receive one of the three 
commercial casino licenses currently up for grabs. 

As the only proposed business model left outside the City of New York, Em-
pire City is the best bet, not only for our region, but our state.

____________________________________________________________

Mayer expressed deep concern over the recently enacted federal legislation. 
Of greatest concern:

•	 Cuts to Medicaid and the related Essential Plan. In the 37th State Senate 
district alone, there are 30,000 Medicaid recipients, 10,000 of them children. 
Statewide, an estimated 730,000 New Yorkers could lose their Essential Plan 
health care coverage beginning in 2026. (The Essential Plan, funded through 
the Affordable Care Act, provides affordable care health care coverage for low-
income residents, including lawfully present immigrants who are not eligible 
for Medicaid.) The State faces a loss of $7.5 billion in funding plus $2.7 billion 
new costs.

•	 SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) reductions. May-
er explained that substantial changes in eligibility, stricter eligibility checks, 
and a shift of costs to the states will hurt families and local businesses while 
driving up costs for the State.

Additional threats include a phasing out of FEMA, which is particularly trou-
bling for our flood-prone community; new restrictions on Planned Parenthood 
which will cut off access to basic reproductive healthcare for many women; 
the elimination of tax incentives for alternative energy sources; and the move 
to dismantle the Department of Education, which the Senator believes is a par-
ticularly disturbing sign.

Key Concerns Looking Ahead
According to Senator Mayer, the financial outlook is unclear. Although the 

State has some reserves, the State clearly cannot afford to “backfill” all the cuts 
resulting from the new federal legislation. She anticipates a tough year ahead 
as hard fiscal decisions will have to be made.

Of great concern to the Senator are immigration enforcement issues. She em-
phasized the need “to ensure that our neighbors, particularly Latino neighbors, 
feel secure in our communities, where they have lived and worked for a long 
time.” She is a co-sponsor of the “New York for All Act” designed to strengthen 
protections for our immigrant communities.

The Senator closed by reaffirming her commitment to the 37th State Senate 
District and to the democratic process, saying that it is “truly an honor to have 
this job.” She encouraged constituents to continue pressing State leadership on 
issues of concern, and she urged civility in political dialogue, reminding the 
audience that “we do not have to agree on everything, we can hold strong views 
and disagree” and still work together.

The Larchmont-Mamaroneck Local Summit is an informal community coun-
cil that seeks to make a better life for the community by keeping it informed of 
major issues of concern. Our next meeting, on October 14th at 8 am at the Nau-
tilus Diner in Mamaroneck, will discuss “The Impact of Changes in Healthcare 
Coverage.” For more information: https.//www.localsummitlm.org/ . To view 
recorded programs on LMC Media: https.//lmcmedia.org/ .

____________________________________________________________

Senator Mayer Update, continued from pg 3-

						      AI Panel, continued from pg 4-
Elaine C. Zacharakis, a Health, Privacy, and Technology Consultant/Attorney at 

Zacharakis Loumbas Law LLC, Associate Professor and HIPAA Compliance Of-
ficer, New York Institute of Technology, Adjunct Professor, Pace Law School, spoke 
about the growing role of AI in healthcare. "The benefits of AI for healthcare are 
tremendous in terms of analyzing big data, like what cancer therapy works for this 
type of patient," said Zacharakis, while also acknowledging that "there is also a lot 
of risk to privacy."

Rep. George Latimer noted that the AI revolution will deliver wrenching 
change.“Artificial intelligence can go places that I can’t even imagine,” said Latimer. 
“There will be dislocation of career paths because of this. How do we anticipate and 
respond to that? That is an issue for business, ethicists and for government.”

Pace University President Marvin Krislov said that AI is a continuing topic at his 
school’s AI Lab.“With so much activity, people around here have started asking, 
where are we? And are we quietly rebranding as AI University? No. We’re not re-
branding…but Pace has always been a place that focused on not only giving students 
a great education but giving them the tools they need to succeed in life and in their 
careers,” said Krislov.

Regeneron, Montefiore Einstein, CCLEAN, Dorf Nelson & Zauderer LLP, the 
Westchester County Office of Economic Development and Verizon sponsored Gov-
erning the Future: The Ethical Frontier of AI Regulations and Policy.

_________________________________________________________________
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SUNY Board of Trustees and 
Chancellor King Announce the 
Appointment of Dr. Michael 
Steiper as the Seventh President 
of Purchase College

        S        Send us your letters, end us your letters, 
   announcements, opinions,    announcements, opinions, 
    photos and story ideas to     photos and story ideas to 
 dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

SUMMONS–SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER – GITSIT SOLUTIONS, LLC, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY IN ITS CAPACITY AS SEPA-
RATE TRUSTEE OF GITSIT MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST BBPLC1, Plain-
tiff, -against- HOPE T. COCCHI, ROBERT J. MORZILLO, AND MICHAEL 
A. MORZILLO, AS HEIRS AND DISTRIBUTEES OF THE DECEDENT 
ANGIE MORZILLO A/K/A ANGIE K. MORZILLO; THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS-AT-LAW, NEXT-OF-KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXECUTORS, AD-
MINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, DEVISEES, LEGATEES, ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, CREDITORS AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST AND GEN-
ERALLY ALL PERSONS AND PARTIES  HAVING OR CLAIMING, UN-
DER, BY OR THROUGH THE DECEDENT ANGIE MORZILLO A/K/A 
ANGIE K. MORZILLO, BY PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN OR OTH-
ERWISE, ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN AND TO THE PREM-
ISES DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT HEREIN; NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA (SOUTHERN DISTRICT); "JOHN DOE #1" through "JOHN 
DOE #10" inclusive, the names of the ten last name Defendants being ficti-
tious, real names unknown to the Plaintiff, the parties intended being persons 
or corporations having an interest in, or tenants or persons in possession of, 
portions of the mortgaged premises described in the Complaint, Defendants - 
Index No. 65454/2025 Plaintiff Designates Westchester County as the Place of 
Trial. The Basis of Venue is that the subject premises is situated in Westchester 
County. To the above named Defendants– YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your Answer or, if 
the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a Notice of Appear-
ance upon the Plaintiff's attorney within twenty (20) days after the service of 
this Summons, exclusive of the date of service or within thirty (30) days after 
the service is complete if this Summons is not personally delivered to you 
within the State of New York. If you fail to so appear or answer, judgment will 
be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. That 
this Summons is being filed pursuant to an order of the court dated August 27, 
2025. NOTICE-YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME – If 
you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the 
answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can lose your home. Speak to an attorney or go to the 
court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer 
the summons and protect your property. Sending a payment to the mortgage 
company will not stop the foreclosure action. YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (GITSIT SOLUTIONS, LLC, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CA-
PACITY BUT SOLELY IN ITS CAPACITY AS SEPARATE TRUSTEE OF 
GITSIT MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST BBPLC1) AND FILING THE AN-
SWER WITH THE COURT. The foregoing summons is served upon you by 
publication pursuant to an order of the Honorable Robert S. Ondrovic J.S.C. 
Dated: August 27, 2025 Filed: August 27, 2025. The object of this action is to 
foreclose a mortgage and covering the premises known as 40 Newkirk Road, 
Yonkers, NY 10710. Dated: June 16, 2025 Filed: June 18, 2025 Knuckles & 
Manfro, LLP, Attorney for Plaintiff, By: Mark R. Knuckles, Esq., 120 White 
Plains Road, Suite 215, Tarrytown, New York 10591 Phone: (914) 345-3020 

____________________________________________________________

Letters to the Editor
Westchester Rising

Yonkers Casino/Racetrack has asked NYS and the City of Yonkers to grant 
them licensing to 'expand for various projects' including a 'community center' and 
'prettying up the neighborhood.' (Yonkers Times, 8/14) They should first end the 
horseracing section of the casino completely.  In addition to trainers being fined 
for multiple misdeeds, Yonkers Raceway has the distinction of being found guilty 
of illegally discharging thousands of gallons of untreated human and horse waste 
into the Bronx River:

https://www.nytimes.com/2002/12/07/nyregion/state-lawsuit-says-yonkers-is-
polluting-bronx-river.html 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/settlements-agreements/FINALASSUR-
ANCE.pdf

Horse Racing is replete with drugging, cruelty and corruption;  Yonkers Race-
way is a repeat offender:

Horses have died at Yonkers Racetrack: March 7, 2025 'Tuscan Prince' was 
killed during a race at Yonkers Raceway; Four Other Equine deaths are listed at 
this raceway

https://tinyurl.com/yc5h4ua4
A horse trainer who raced mainly at Yonkers Raceway was issued a $343,400 

fine and three-year ban after the state Gaming Commission said he is responsible 
for 1,717 equine drug violations.

https://www.lohud.com/story/politics-on-the-hudson/2015/04/27/ny-horse-
trainer-had-1717-equine-drug-violations-mainly-at-yonkers/26461953/

Peter Tritton has been fined $750 and suspended for 15 days as his horse, Sinbad 
N, was found positive at Yonkers Raceway on March 1, 2024

https://harnesslink.com/usa/fines-and-suspensions-as-reported-to-the-usta-2/
In 2023, Travis Alexander was fined and suspended for the presence of PEI-

MINE and PEIMININE in a post-race sample from a horse he trained at Yonkers 
Raceway.

https://paulickreport.com/news/ny-racing-and-wagering-board-hands-out-sus-
pensions-fines-to-16-trainers#:~:text=Sixteen%20trainers%20at%20Yonkers%20
Raceway,day%20suspension%20and%20$750%20fine

https://ustrottingnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Rulings-11082024.pdf
NYS pays billions of taxpayer dollars in subsidies and bailouts to racetracks
https://www.timesunion.com/projects/2022/new-york-horse-racing-subsidies/
https://nysfocus.com/how-taxpayers-keep-horse-racing-afloat
THOUSANDS OF HORSES BREAK BONES AND DIE AT U.S. TRACKS 

EACH YEAR: 
https://www.worldanimalprotection.org.nz/news/five-reasons-why-horse-rac-

ing-cruel/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoBG9oRynmE
Horseracing is statistically on the decline:  The same article admits attendance 

is down 'from horse racing's heyday,' so the tracks need to add 'other' enticements 
such as community centers, libraries, etc - which are all fine on their own; the 
racetrack is a blight on all those worthy endeavors.  To the members of the Com-
munity Advisory Council: The Yonkers Racetrack is a disgrace to this kind, caring 
community.  Racetracks bring greed, corruption and animal cruelty to our beautiful 
city of Yonkers.  The animals can't speak for themselves:  Please reject all requests 
for licensing by Empire Casino and MGM Grand until the racetrack portion of the 
casino is closed.  

As of this writing, fifty nine racehorses have died at NYS tracks this year alone - 
gentle, noble horses tortured and slaughtered for the pitiful 'sport of kings.' Please 
don't support this shameful, avoidable tragedy.  For more information on the cru-
elty and decline of horse racing visit: 

www.Horseracingwrongs.org
https://thehumaneleague.org/article/horse-racing-decline
www.youtube.com/watch?v=doHdUr
Kiley Blackman,Founder, Animal Defenders of Westchester, www.ADOW.org

Disabled Father, continued from pg 1-

In withheld police video and audio — only obtained by Mr. Fishman through his federal lawsuit (19-cv-00265-NSR) — the now-terminated arresting officer, 
Lane Schlesinger, is heard telling Mr. Fishman’s disability aide that “Mr. Fishman had no intent to commit a crime.” Nevertheless, Mr. Fishman was arrested at 
11:35 a.m., during his prepaid supervised visit, on allegations tied to an unserved order of protection. Neither the jury nor his defense team ever saw this exculpa-
tory evidence.

Fishman, who lives with a traumatic brain injury, tinnitus-related hearing impairment, cognitive occipital neuralgia, and post-concussion memory loss, says 
Westchester County courts have repeatedly denied him Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)-required accommodations. He also notes that courts with 50 or 
more employees require an ADA Liaison, which District Attorney Susan Cacace’s Office does not. Also, he was wrongfully denied real-time transcription during 
trial, preventing him from hearing witnesses.

On July 16, 2021, after years of legal battles, a federal appeals court ordered the transcription as an ADA accommodation in case 20-1300 — yet Judge David 
Zuckerman has refused to grant a retrial despite knowing Mr. Fishman could not fully participate in his own defense.

“This ruling devastates me,” Fishman said. “I’ve fought for years to simply be a father to my kids, but the system continues to punish me instead of protecting 
my rights. Justice delayed has already taken years of my life — and now, they’re taking my freedom.”

Advocacy groups, including Disability Rights New York, have warned that Fishman’s case highlights systemic failures in ADA compliance and broader issues 
of police misconduct. His 2018 arrest involved Officer Lane Schlesinger, who was later terminated and cited by the New York State Attorney General’s Office for 
over 40 civilian complaints, including falsified reports — yet this critical evidence was never disclosed to Mr. Fishman’s defense.

Supporters are urging Governor Kathy Hochul to transfer Fishman’s case to his home county in the Bronx and launch a broader review of judicial practices, 
ADA violations, and law enforcement misconduct tied to his matter.

“The average misdemeanor in New York is resolved in under six months,” Fishman said. “This nightmare has dragged on for over six and a half years — wors-
ened by COVID delays and the DA’s persistence in preventing me from ever seeing my four kids again. The DA kept seeking orders of protection for children I 
wasn’t even charged with harming.”

Fishman argues that his case exposes a dangerous lack of ADA oversight in state courts:“With judicial immunity, judges in Westchester routinely violate the 
ADA, and DAs seek convictions at all costs, ignoring the rights of disabled New Yorkers. The NYS Human Rights Commission currently has no jurisdiction over 
state courts’ failure to accommodate disabilities. That must change.”

Complaints filed with the Commission on Judicial Conduct have gone unanswered, Fishman says, leaving disabled litigants without recourse when their rights 
are violated. “It’s time for real regulation, accountability, and oversight,” he said

Fishman has created a GoFundMe page to help pay his legal bills. Visit NewRochellePoliceAbuse.com to donate and learn more.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Marvel Actor Royce Johnson to Appear at
Mt. Vernon Public Library Comic Expo Sept 28

CALLING ALL SUPERHERO FANS! 

Get ready to assemble for the Mt. Vernon Library’s Comic Expo 25 – the 
ultimate celebration of comics, cosplay, and creativity! 

 Date: Sunday Sept, 28th 12 noon till 7pm- Location: Mt. Vernon Library….. 
28 S 1st Ave, Mt Vernon, NY 10550

 Meet your favorite heroes, explore comic vendors, join panels, and show 
off your best cosplay!  FREE ENTRY for all ages – bring your friends, fam-
ily, and your inner superhero! Share your moments using #MVComicExpo25 
for a chance to be featured! Don’t miss the most action-packed event of the 
year – the adventure starts HERE!

Fuller Center for Housing of Greater NYC 
Golf Outing October 7-Wykagyl County Club

We are very excited to be celebrating our 24th Annual Golf Outing, An Applied 
Underwriters Invitational Event on October 7, 2025 at Wykagyl Country Club in 
New Rochelle, NY. As you know, The Fuller Center for Housing of Greater New 
York City promotes collaborative and innovative partnerships with individuals 
and organizations, like yourselves, to provide decent shelter for all people in need 
throughout the New York Metropolitan 100% of the net proceeds will be used to 
create home ownership opportunities for families, revitalize neighborhoods, and 
rebuild after disasters like hurricanes and fires. This October marks seven years of 
The Fuller Center of Greater New York City, whose volunteers work throughout the 
year to restore affected neighborhoods and homes throughout our area. Visit https://
app.eventcaddy.com/events/fuller-center-for-housing-of-greater-nyc-24th-annual-
golf-outing find numerous sponsorship and player registration opportunities.


