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Enjoy Hudson Valley Restaurant Week-Westchester

Thomas Gelardo, photo from The Sitdown with Jeff Nadu

By Dan Murphy 

Joseph Nocella, US Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, unsealed an 
indictment last week charging 31 defendants in criminal schemes to rig illegal 
poker games at various locations in New York City, East Hampton, New York, 
and throughout the United States. 

Thirty-one defendants were arrested in 11 states, including members and asso-
ciates of the Bonanno, Gambino, and Genovese organized crime families of La 
Cosa Nostra (LCN); Chauncey Billups, head coach of the Portland Trail Blazers 
of the National Basketball Association (NBA); and Damon Jones, also known 
as “Dee,” a former NBA player with the Cleveland Cavaliers and Miami Heat. 

Among the 31 men arrested were Lou Apicella, 50, aka “Lou Ap,” of New 
Rochelle, and Thomas Gelardo, 42, aka “Juice,” of Scarsdale.

As alleged in the indictment, beginning as early as 2019, the defendants en-
gaged in a series of schemes to use wireless cheating technology to rig illegal 

By Dan Murphy 

left David Boies at his 
home in Armonk. Photo by 
Fred Conrad.

We recently spoke to 
Westchester resident and 
prominent attorney David 
Boies to discuss Virginia 
Giuffre’s book, Nobody’s 
Girl: A Memoir of Surviv-
ing Abuse and Fighting for 
Justice. The book was pub-
lished on October 21; Giuf-
fre died by suicide on April 
25, 2025.

Boies, who lives in Ar-
monk and founded his leg-
endary litigation firm in the 
Town, represented Giuffre in 
a civil lawsuit against Prince 

Andrew, winning a significant settlement. Boies, alongside partner Sigrid McCaw-
ley, took on Giuffre’s cases pro bono, lending high visibility and credibility to her 
allegations against Epstein, Ghislaine Maxwell, Prince Andrew, and others.

What are your feelings about Virginia’s book and the response to it?
“It’s a tough book to read. What she went through, no one should have to go 

through. The book shows her marked courage and resilience.”
“She really dedicated the last 15 years of her life trying to make a difference 

By Dan Murphy 
With early voting already under-

way and vote totals averaging at 
best in most communities, we take 
a look at the interesting and com-
petitive races for the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators, where 
the Republican candidates are run-
ning active campaigns. Democrats 
currently hold a 15-1-1 edge, with 
Legislator James Nolan, the sole 
republican, and Legislator Marga-
ret Cunzio, a conservative, both are 
running unopposed. 

District 1-Cortlandt, Peekskill, 
         Clockwise: Kevin O’Keefe, Kevin Byrnes, Braille Diaz, Laurie Ryan, 
         Kurt van Kuller					    continued on pg 12-

As we look ahead to the November 4th election, one thing is clear. Westches-
ter County Executive Ken Jenkins has proven in a few short months that he has 
earned a full term. Jenkins, who was appointed to fill out former County Execu-
tive and Congressman George Latimer’s term, and then won a special election 
this year, is running for his own four-year term on November 4.

Despite political turmoil and gridlock in Washington DC and New York City, 
Ken has had a steady guiding hand for our county. He brings a results-oriented 
approach to the job and knows how to be an effective leader of county govern-
ment.

As the affordability crisis continues, Ken has held the line on property taxes 
while investing in childcare. Ken has prioritized safety by fully funding our po-
lice, resulting in a double-digit drop in violent crime.

He has delivered infrastructure investments, including millions in flood miti-
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  Governor Kathy Hochul Visits Westchester 
County Exec. Jenkins: Crime is down in Westchester 

continued on pg 7--

         We Endorse: Shako, Clerkin, Collins & Lyons
	    For State Supreme Court-9th Judicial District

Westchester Rising, Yonkers Rising and Yonkerstimes.com endorses Judge 
Verris Shako, Diane Clerkin, Judge John Collins and Judge Desmond Lyons 
for State Supreme Court on November. 4. The four will appear on the ballot 
in Westchester and in the rest of the 9th Judicial District, (Westchester, Putnam, 
Rockland, Orange and Dutchess Counties), for a 14-year term.

All are from Westchester and bring their diversity, experience, and qualifications 
in asking for your vote. All four have been rated Well Qualified from the West-
chester County Bar Association and Highly Qualified from the Orange County Bar 
Association. 

Leading the ticket is Yonkers City Court Judge Verris Shako. Judge Shako has 
quickly become a rising star in judicial circles in Westchester. A Yonkers City Court 
Judge since 2021, Judge Shako brings not only a wealth of judicial knowledge but 
also compassion and fairness to her candidacy. A mother of 2, a committed com-
munity leader, and a leading jurist in one of our state’s busiest courts, Judge Shako 
goes beyond Yonkers when serving as an Acting County Court Judge, which she’s 
done since 2024.  She has also been a Raise The Age Accessible Magistrate since 
2021. Overall, Judge Shako brings 15 years of experience as a criminal trial at-
torney and 11 years of experience as a family court attorney; she’s also served as 
an Attorney for the Child. 

We also applaud the Westchester Democrats on Diane Clerkin. Clerkin has over 
30 years of  experience as an attorney specializing in Supreme Court matters, and 
over 20 years of experience as an attorney in public service with the New York 
State Unified Court System as Chief Court Attorney, Supreme Court, in the 9th 
Judicial District, for which she seeks to be elected a Judge. 

White Plains City Court Judge John Collins currently serves on the White Plains 
bench, where he has served since 2019; he is also an acting Westchester County 
Court Judge. Judge Collins served for 17 years in the US Attorney’s Office for the 

L-R-Judge Verris Shako, Diane Clerkin, Judge John Collins, Justice Des-
mond Lyons 

IRA BRODY NY BROKER LIC 10351208706. WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS RE LIC 109911428.

For online bidding, Terms and Conditions, and additional information, 
please visit: williamsauction.com/Yonkers or call 800.801.8003

Notice of Public Real Estate Auction
City of Yonkers, New York

Notice is hereby given by the City of Yonkers (the “City”) of the public auction of the 
surplus City properties listed below (the “Properties”), which are located in Yonkers, NY. 

The public auction will take place Friday November 21, 2025 beginning at 10:00am in 
the Yonkers Riverfront Library Community Room located at One Larkin Center, 2nd Floor, 
Yonkers, NY.  Online, real-time participation in the auction will also be available.   

Bidding and the auction and sale of the Properties will be conducted in accordance with 
and subject to certain terms and conditions (the “Terms and Conditions”).  By participating 
in the auction, participants agree to be bound to these Terms and Conditions.  The Terms 
and Conditions will be disclosed and made available prior to the auction.  Terms and 
Conditions are subject to change prior to the auction 
             

Section Block Lot Address
1 51 39 110 Courter Ave 
1 100 22 109 Ridge Dr
1 100 24 115 Ridge Dr
1 447 11 53 Currans Ln 
1 447 12 136 Yonkers Ave
1 447 16.17 138 Yonkers Ave
1 447 18 142 Yonkers Ave
1 447 19 144 Yonkers Ave
1 447 23 97 Williams St
2 2255 41 17 Brynwood Rd
2 2420 27 657 Nepperhan Ave
2 2420 28 655 Nepperhan Ave
2 2420 29 653 Nepperhan Ave
2 2420 30 651 Nepperhan Ave
2 2420 31 649 Nepperhan Ave
2 2420 32 647 Nepperhan Ave
2 2420 33.34 643 Nepperhan Ave
2 2426 59 260 Greenvale Ave
2 2462 64 134 Greenvale Ave
3 3207 1 42 Westminster Dr
3 3207 3 56 Westminster Dr
3 3209 3 35 Middlesex Ln
3 3210 23 14 Westminster Dr
4 4854 9.13 56 Triangle Dr

Surplus Properties

134 Greenvale Ave

53 Currans Ln, 136-144 Yonkers Ave

643 - 657 Nepperhan Ave

County Executive Ken Jenkins with Governor Kathy Hochul at the West-
chester County Department of Public Safety.

Westchester County continues to lead the way in public safety — with an 
18 percent drop in index crime since last year. Additionally, in the County’s 
two GIVE communities, Yonkers and Mount Vernon, shootings with injuries are 
down 42 percent.

County Executive Ken Jenkins joined Governor Kathy Hochul to highlight 
these results and to see firsthand the impact of the State’s $11.4 million in-
vestment in Westchester’s public safety infrastructure. This funding is helping 
modernize law enforcement technology and equipment across the County’s 
agencies. The visit included a live demonstration of cutting-edge tools and in-
novations purchased by the County’s Department of Public Safety through New 
York State’s Law Enforcement Technology Grant Program.

Jenkins said: “Thank you to Governor Kathy Hochul for her leadership and 
understanding that fighting crime and keeping our streets safe requires both in-
novation and investment. I’m incredibly proud of the dedicated men and women 
in law enforcement who work tirelessly to protect the people of Westchester 
County. As the son of a New York City Police Officer, I know firsthand the toll 
this work can take — but I also know the immense pride that comes with achiev-
ing results like these. An 18 percent decrease in index crime is no small feat — 
it’s a testament to your hard work, commitment, and collaboration.”

As reported by the state, police agencies in Westchester County reported an 18 
percent decrease in overall crime during the first four months of 2025 compared 
to the same time last year, the most current, comprehensive data available. In ad-
dition, gun violence has decreased by double-digits in Mount Vernon and Yon-
kers, the two communities in Westchester County that participate in the GIVE 
initiative. Shooting incidents with injury have declined 42 percent, the number 
of individuals shot has decreased 46 percent, and three fewer individuals (4 vs. 
7) have been killed.

A breakdown of index crime data reported by police agencies in Westchester 
County, as well as shooting metrics reported by the Mount Vernon and Yonkers 
police departments is available online.

_____________________________________________________________
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Did You Cry and Wave Goodbye to Lassie 
at the End of the Show on TV Each Week? 

 Business County of Westchester Comments on Reports 

 That NY Needs More Power  May Face Blackouts   
 The following statement is from the Business Council of Westchester’s Clean 

Energy Action Coalition.”The New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) 
just warned that the state’s electric grid is nearing capacity and will face black-
outs unless we “...add several thousand megawatts of new dispatchable generation 
within the next ten years.”

“We narrowly avoided catastrophe in the heat wave this past June, and we are 
highly vulnerable to the increasing frequency and intensity of extreme weather 
events.  Simultaneously, older plants are retiring faster than new projects are com-
ing online, even as demand for electricity and data keeps climbing. 

“This is exactly why the Clean Energy Action Coalition (CEAC), led by the 
Business Council of Westchester, was formed. We know the threat to the health 
and economy of Westchester - and all of New York State.

“Transmission, solar generation, battery energy storage, and energy efficiency 
are the keys. And we need to move now. We need to finish critical transmission 
lines, keep clean-energy projects on schedule, and expand efficiency programs that 
cut demand and lower costs.

“There is no Plan B for our energy future. Westchester has the tools and insight 
to lead, with the workforce, technology and partnerships already in place. Together 
with NYISO, utilities, and state leaders, we can strengthen grid reliability - before 
the crisis strikes. Clean energy is the path forward. Let’s move together. Today.”

The New York Independent System Operator, (NYISO) released a statement on 
October 14, warning New Yorkers about a future lack of power issue facing the 
state. 

“Two separate reports released this week from the New York Independent Sys-
tem Operator (NYISO) provide important insights into evolving challenges of 
maintaining reliability of the high voltage electric system as consumer demand 
increases and generation retires.

The NYISO’s third-quarter Short-Term Assessment of Reliability (STAR) stud-
ies electric system reliability over a five-year period from July 15, 2025, through 
July 15, 2030, and identifies reliability violations in New York City and Long 
Island beginning in the summer of 2026. The violations are driven by genera-
tor deactivations, increasing consumer demand, and transmission limitations. The 
STAR report is final.

The 2025-2034 Comprehensive Reliability Plan (CRP), issued biennially, sets 
forth the plan to maintain a reliable electric grid over a ten-year planning period. 
The CRP warns that the New York State electric system faces an era of profound 
reliability challenges driven by the convergence of three structural trends: the ag-
ing of the existing generation fleet; the rapid growth of large loads (e.g.: data cen-
ters and semiconductor manufacturing); and the increasing difficulty of developing 
new supply resources due to public policies, supply chain constraints and rising 
costs for equipment.  The CRP was issued this week in draft form and is expected 
to be final in November.

Both reports are issued publicly under the NYISO’s planning processes, which is 
approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).

“Taken together, these two reports show the grid is at a significant inflection 
point,” said Zach Smith, Senior Vice President of System and Resource Planning 
for the New York Independent System Operator. “Depending on future demand 
growth and generator retirements, the system may need several thousand mega-
watts of new dispatchable generation within the next ten years.”

The reliability needs identified by the STAR in New York City and Long Island 
are based on a deficiency in transmission security. Transmission security analysis 
tests the ability of the power system to withstand disturbances, such as electric 
short circuits or unanticipated loss of a generator or a transmission line, while con-
tinuing to supply and deliver electricity to consumers during peak demand when 
the system is stressed.

The finding of a reliability need initiates a process administered by the NYISO 
to bring reliability margins back to acceptable operating levels. The NYISO will 
begin the process immediately by working with the local utilities and the market-
place to identify and evaluate possible solutions. Transmission, generation, energy 
efficiency or a combination of each can qualify as solutions through the process.

Considering the unprecedented changes happening across the bulk electric sys-
tem, the CRP uses several informational scenarios to examine the impacts of key 
risk factors and capture possible outcomes for grid planning purposes. Major fac-
tors that influence the scenarios include aging generation, variable demand fore-
casts, weather variability, and ongoing delays in developing additional resources. 
The CRP also shows different scenarios of resource additions to demonstrate po-
tential solutions to support long-term grid reliability.  

The New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) is a not-for-profit cor-
poration responsible for operating the bulk electricity grid, and administering the 
competitive wholesale electricity markets.

_______________________________________________________________

                              Read it all Online             Read it all Online 
        at Yonkerstimes.com        at Yonkerstimes.com

Lots of controversy at the Schoen house this week. Carrie claimed that  she 
was the child who cried at the end of Lassie each week and i  made the same 
claim

This all came about when it was announced that the mother in the show, June 
Lockhart died this week at 100 years old. Frankly, I was shocked Lockhart was 
still alive because she played an older mother in the show. 

Hearing that Lockhart was still with us I ventured to see what other actors and 
actresses from our great films gave not left us:

Eva Marie Saint dazzled us in Exodus, The State of Israel created in 1948, 
resulting in war with its Arab neighbors.

Academy Award-winner Lee Grant was born Lyova Haskell Rosenthal on Oc-
tober 31, 1925 in Manhattan, New York City, to Witia (Haskell), a teacher and 
model, and Abraham Rosenthal, an educator and realtor. Her father was of Ro-
manian Jewish descent, and her mother was a Russian Jewish immigrant. Lee 
made her stage debut at age 4.

Mel Brooks was born Melvin Kaminsky on June 28, 1926 in Brooklyn, New 
York. He served in WWII.

He was a writer for, Your Show of Shows (1950) Caesar's Hour (1954) and 
wrote the Broadway show Shinbone Alley. He also worked in the creation of The 
2000 Year Old Man (1975) and Get Smart (1965) before embarking on a highly 
successful film career in writing, acting, producing and directing.

Brooks is famous for the spoofs of different film genres that he made such 
as Blazing Saddles (1974), History of the World: Part I (1981), Silent Movie 
(1976), Young Frankenstein (1974), Robin Hood: Men in Tights (1993), High 
Anxiety (1977), Dracula: Dead and Loving It (1995), and Spaceballs (1987).

John Kander was born in 1927 and created musical legends Chicago and Caba-
ret, both of which were later adapted into acclaimed films.

Thanks for taking a walk with me down memory lane. Perhaps we will find the 
next great director, composer or actor on the screen at the Yonkers Film Festival, 
also known as YoFi Fest starting Nov. 7.

Reach Eric Wolf Schoen at ewschoen@icloud.com.
______________________________________________________________

By Eric Wolf Schoen
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Yorktown Man Pleads Guilty to 2024 Murder 
15-Year Old Michael Raimondi in Somers 
		   Sentenced to 37 Years 

              Senator Mayer and NY Teachers: 
        Cell Phone Ban in Schools is Working 

State Senator Shelley Mayer and New York State United Teachers, (NYSUT) 
commented on the successes so far in schools across the state to the no cell 
phone policy for students during the school day. 

“Good news now that school has been in effect for two months. We enacted 
a bell to bell cell phone ban. As you know, kids can’t have their cell phones or 
internet devices from the morning bell to the night bell. And kids say its made a 
difference already. Obviously, parents, teachers and schools thought it was great, 
but now we have kids saying it really makes a difference. 

“That’s such a great success story for the Governor and those who fought for 
that,”said Sen. Mayer, Chair of the Senate Education Committee.

NYSUT’s release states, 'The best start to a school year in a decade': Educa-
tors hail early successes of distraction-free schools

Accounts from educators across New York released by NYSUT show over-
whelming support for the state's new distraction-free classroom policy that went 
into effect at the start of this school year.

In an online survey sent to members at the beginning of October, educators, 
aides and school staff across the state responded with stories of tangible, early 
gains in focus, engagement, and school climate.

89 percent said the new policies have already improved their school environ-
ment.

76 percent reported that students are more present and participative during 
lessons, strengthening both student-student and student-educator connections.

77 percent of educators said students' social interactions are considerably more 
positive both in the classrooms and hallways.

From NYSUT President Melinda Person: "When students put down their 
phones, they pick up books — and build friendships. This survey shows that 
phone-free schools aren't just improving academic outcomes; they're rebuilding 
the human connections that make school a safe and vibrant place to grow."

What they're saying
"This was the best start to a school year I have had in over a decade. The kids 

are also realizing that this is good for them, socially and academically." — West-
ern New York educator

"Kids who were repeatedly failing last year said they are getting work done be-
cause they 'have nothing else to do' in study hall. I also have noticed an increase 
in hallway chatter, which is good." — North Country educator

"They are engaging, playing games, playing music, reading books for plea-
sure; it's so wonderful." — New York City educator

"Take a simple interaction of greeting students at the door, now they at least 
acknowledge you instead of being able to ignore and hide; it is a small but pow-
erful change." — New York City educator

"Even though the kids aren't compliant 100% of the time, the change has 
greatly improved the classroom environment, as well as reduced the amount of 
social media drama during school. Every state should do this!" — North Country 
educator

"I was fully expecting this to be a train wreck because I didn't trust that admin 
would be able to stand up to parents and students who resisted. I am shocked at 
how well it's gone. I have not personally seen one phone at an unauthorized time 
all year. I've never been so happy to be wrong." — Western New York educator

"My high school juniors and seniors have been able to be children again. I 
have had to restock my LEGO supply so they can build, and they work together. 
It has been such a joy seeing them enjoy themselves in something other than 
phones." — Hudson Valley educator

Westchester County District Attorney Susan Cacace announced that Fernando 
Jimenez Meza, 41, of Yorktown Heights, pleaded guilty to murdering 15-year-
old Michael Raimondi at the Raimondi family household in Somers last year, in 
addition to attempting to murder Raimondi’s brother and mother and committing 
other, related felonies.

Judge George Fufidio accepted the guilty pleas Thursday and promised the 
defendant a sentence of 25 years to life in state prison on the top charge and 12 
years in state prison on the attempted murder charges, to run consecutively with 
the top charge, for a total sentence of 37 years to life in state prison.

Specifically, Jimenez Meza pleaded guilty to each and every count in an indict-
ment charging him with:

• Murder in the Second Degree (A felony, 1 count)
• Attempted Murder in the Second Degree (B felony, 2 counts)
• Assault in the First Degree (B felony, 2 counts)
• Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the Second Degree (C felony, 2 counts)
• Menacing in the Second Degree (A misdemeanor, 2 counts)
The sentencing hearing is scheduled to take place on Dec. 18 before Judge 

Fufidio.
DA Cacace said: “Almost one year ago to this day, the Raimondi family suf-

fered an unspeakable tragedy they will carry with them for the rest of their lives. 
The defendant stole a son, brother, cousin and friend, leaving them with only the 
blessing of his memory. Michael Raimondi was a beautiful soul, and the outpour-
ing of support and love from the community is a testament to his strong character 
even at the young age of 15. I hope these guilty pleas and the substantial sentence 
the defendant is expected to receive provide the Raimondis with a measure of 
closure, and my office will be here to support them through every phase of this 
process.”

On Oct. 28, 2024, following a verbal dispute at the Raimondi household, 
Jimenez Meza left the home, retrieved a revolver from his car, returned to the 
home and shot Christina Raimondi.  

After shooting Christina, Jimenez Meza went into her sons’ bedroom and shot 
her two sons — Michael, 15 years old at the time, and Matthew, 13 years old at 
the time — multiple times. Michael died from his injuries. 

The investigation into this incident was conducted by the New York State Po-
lice, in conjunction with the Westchester County Police Department and the Put-
nam County Sheriff’s Office. The case is being prosecuted by Division Chief 
Nadine Nagler and Bureau Chief James Bavero.

______________________________________________________________
			             Westchester Rising
 PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388.  Proudly serving the the 
people of Westchester with hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association.  
Legal notice inquiries to: risinglegalnotice@gmail.com.   Daniel Murphy, 
Publisher & Editor in Chief, dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com. Bayan Baker, 
Assistant to the Editor in Chief  risingmediagroup@gmail.com. 

Fernando Jimenez Meza
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  North Castle Town Board Candidate Sonny Vataj 
       Sued by Former Business Partner for Fraud 

	          		  Buying Comics! 
				    Looking for 1960’s-1990’s 
			      I PAY CASH!  Located in Yonkers 

North Castle Town Board candidate 
Sonny Vataj

Federal Suit Claims Vataj Scammed 
Woman Out of $188,000

By Dan Murphy

Election 2025 in Westchester takes us 
to the Town of North Castle, where two 
seats are up on the North Castle Town 
Board.

One of the candidates is Sonny Vataj, 
owner of Exit Realty in the Bronx. Ac-
cording to a lawsuit filed in the South-
ern District of New York, Nancy Hall is 
seeking to recover $188,000 from Vitaj 
stemming from a business partnership 

gone wrong.
Hall is the plaintiff in the suit and Vitaj is the defendant.  The lawsuit states, 

“In the spring of 2018, plaintiff’s company was renting a small office space in 
Defendant SONNY VATAJ’s realty office located in the Bronx. Over years in 
that capacity, Defendant held himself out to be a savvy real estate broker, devel-
oper, investor, and landlord.

 “On June 7, 2018, the parties agreed to enter a joint investment plan into real 
estate for their mutual financial benefit. Defendant retained counsel to create 
the LLC and had an operating agreement drafted between the parties. However, 
upon information and belief, this agreement was never executed by the parties.

“On June 8, 2018, Plaintiff made the first agreed transfer of $100,000 into the 
newly formed LLC bank account. Plaintiff made a second transfer of $100,000 
on June 13, 2018. In addition, Plaintiff wrote a final payment to Defendant for 
$30,000 also on June 13, 2018.

“Plaintiff made a total investment of $230,000 for the property purchase. The 
strategy for investing was that Defendant would analyze listings for opportuni-
ties (preferably mixed use) that were selling under market value, and that he 
would either match Plaintiff’s investment or put in more capital.

 “Defendant would periodically send Plaintiff listings or have his agents send 
listings he thought would be a good fit as he was the expert in this field. Howev-
er, it was Plaintiff’s understanding from Defendant’s representations that noth-
ing ever materialized, and further, he  never transferred his portion of the invest-
ment into the Cache LLC account as agreed.

“Though unsigned, it was also the provision that, Plaintiff would take 80% 
loss on the ultimate tax returns and Defendant would take 20%. Plaintiff filed 
returns consistent with their agreement this way until 2022 when she discovered 
Defendant never actually invested any of his own money.

“In the Spring of 2019, Defendant suggested the parties invest Plaintiff’s capi-
tal sitting in the Cache LLC account into a short-term hard money loan for 6 
months at 8-10% interest.

“Plaintiff was reluctant and questioned this deal, but Defendant promised her 
a quick turnaround of the investment and quick returns. However, Defendant 
induced Plaintiff into this new short-term investment as a result of Defendant’s 
misrepresentations as to the originally proposed real estate investment.

“To the hard money loan, on May 13, 2019, Defendant wrote a first check to 
“Pendleton Court Apartments” for $100,000 out of Cache Realty Groups bank 
account followed by a transfer of $88,500 on July 3, 2019.

“Shortly after the time period above, Plaintiff began to hear grumblings from 
Defendant that there was a delay with the money coming back on time. Defen-
dant insisted Plaintiff get involved with collections calls against the debtor, in an 
attempt to hide his involvement in the subject loan.

          Yonkers City Clerk Vinny Spano 
           Declares Victory Over Cancer 

Yonkers City Clerk Vincent “Vinny” Spano announced today that after nearly 
a year of battling Stage 4 colon and liver cancer, his oncologist has confirmed 
there is no evidence of disease.

Spano’s fight has been intense and relentless. Since his diagnosis in Novem-
ber 2024, he has endured multiple liver surgeries, colon surgery, months of 
chemotherapy, and hepatic artery infusion treatments all while continuing to 
fulfill his duties as City Clerk.

“I just got the call no one fighting cancer ever forgets, there’s nothing left 
to treat,” said Spano. “The fight was exhausting, painful, and terrifying. But I 
never gave up. My wife Jaime and my sons, Vincent and Nico, carried me when 
I couldn’t stand, gave me strength when I had none left, and held me up through 
every dark night. Their love and faith kept me alive and focused every single 
day.”

Despite the grueling treatment, Spano remained active in his role as City 
Clerk, leading efforts to modernize the office, expand public access to city ser-
vices, and continue serving the residents of Yonkers with dedication.

“The people of Yonkers reminded me why I fight,” Spano added. “I am end-
lessly grateful to my family, my friends, and the countless people from this 
community who sent prayers, checked in, and showed up for us every step of 
the way. Your support carried me through moments I didn’t think I could sur-
vive.”

Family Statement: “This journey tested everything we had as a family,” said 
Jaime Spano. “We are humbled and grateful to our family, friends, and neigh-
bors who lifted us up, supported Vinny, and kept hope alive. Today, we cel-
ebrate life, resilience, and the extraordinary people who make Yonkers feel like 
home.”

Spano and his family expressed profound gratitude to his medical team, 
friends, and the Yonkers community, and said they look forward to the future 
with renewed hope, strength, and energy to continue serving the city.

Yonkers City Clerk 
Vincent Spano 
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Notice  of  Formation  of 1M Consulting LLC filed with the SSNY on 
11/05/2024 with the existence date as 01/01/2025. Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whole processes against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of processes to the LLC, 3 Ward Street, Hast-
ings-on-Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of LIQUID ASSET SERVICES LLC. Application for 
Authority Filed with the SSNY on 12/05/2024. Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to THE LLC, 46 LINCOLN 
AVENUE, PORT CHESTER, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of IT TAKES ALL KINDS PICTURES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/21/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY. shall mail copy of process to the LLC, Republic Registered Agent Ser-
vices Inc. 54 State Street Suite 804 Albany, NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful 

Notice of Formation of SteenShotz LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 03/12/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC, 343 South 3rd Avenue, Mt. Venron NY 
10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

__________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Super Smart Future LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 04/20/2023. Office Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Super Smart Future 
LLC, 58 Valley Rd, Katonah, NY 10536. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Publication of 19 THIRD AVE RENTALS LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 08/29/2025. Office: WESTCHESTER CO.  SSNY designated 
agent for process and shall mail process to copy to the LLC 7014 13th Ave, 
#202, Bklyn, NY, 11228. Purpose: any lawful act.

Notice of Formation of PRINCE & BROADWAY PROPERTIES LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 1/22/25. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 172 Rockne Road, Yonkers, NY 10701. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of 155 ROUTE 202 LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 07/10/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 401 Broadway, Suit 1111, NY, NY 10013.  Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Math Power LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY On 
07/12/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 35 Florence St, Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of BLUEPRINTS AND BEYOND LLC. Arts of Org. filed 
with Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on February 4th, 2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC: 70 Ashburton Avenue, Apt. 7H, Yonkers, New York, 10701. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of JUST SHIPSHAPE LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on [07/17/2025]. Office location: 
Westchester county. ENTITY PROTECT REGISTERED AGENT SERVICES 
LLC is designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. ENTITY PROTECT REGISTERED AGENT SERVICES LLC shall 
mail a copy of process to the LLC,  1 ALEXANDER STREET APT 314, Yon-
kers, New York, NY 10701. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of Formation of Create With Vero LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 06/06/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 16 Forster Ave, Mt. Vernon, NY 10552. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of OnPoint Home Designs LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 8/28/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 14 Crosby Court, Cortlandt Manor NY 10567. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Schmoose Pack Projects LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/20/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Bruce Wong 10 Station Square Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of Elsie Legacy Group LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 08/26/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 41 Woodland Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation Hinman Hall,  LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 09/08/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 9 Landing Drive, Dobbs Ferry NY 10522 Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

Notice of Formation of Marayjay, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 09/04/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the Entity Protect Registered Agent Services LLC, 447 Broadway 
2nd Fl. - #3000, New York, NY 10013. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Sprites' Hollow LLC, formerly What Are We Mak-
ing LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/30/2021. Office: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 88 Colgate Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

______________________________________________________________

Notice of Formation of 275 VICTORY BLVD LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 08/29/2025. Office: WESTCHESTER CO.  SSNY designated agent for 
process and shall mail process to copy to the LLC 7014 13th Ave, #202, Bklyn, 
NY, 11228. Purpose: any lawful act.

Notice of Formation of RELIABLE MEDICAL SERIVES PLLC filed with 
the SSNY on 07/6/25. Office:  Westchester County. Registered Agent Inc. desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 27 Edgewold Rd.  White Plains, NY 10607. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Line Dot Line, LLC; Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on July 8, 2025; Office location: 
Westchester County; SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served; SSNY shall mail a copy of any process to Line 
Dot Line, LLC, 34 Mountain Avenue, Larchmont, NY 10538; The registered 
agent is Lauren Cogan, 34 Mountain Avenue, Larchmont, NY 10538; Purpose: 
To engage in any lawful act or activity for which limited liability companies may 
be formed under the laws of the State of New York; Duration: Perpetual.

______________________________________________________________

SUMMONS AND NOTICE BY PUBLICATIONS
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF CHESTER

In the Family Court Sixth Judicial Circuit, Case No: 2025-DR-12-116
Damara Israel vs James Adams
TO THE DEFENDANT: James Adams

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND REQUIRED to answer Motion filed 
in this action above. This action has been filed in the office of the Chester County 
Family Court Clerk of Court on May 13, 2025, a copy which can be delivered to 
you upon request; You must serve a copy of your response to the motion on the 
Plaintiff's attorney, Tracy Bomar-Howze, The Howze Law Firm, LLC, 200 Oak-
land Avenue, Suite A, Rock Hill, SC 29730, within thirty (30) days of service 
upon you. If you fail to answer the motion within the time aforesaid, the Plaintiff 
in this action will apply to the court for the relief demanded in the motion. A 
hearing has been scheduled for January 20, 2026, beginning at 9:30am.

______________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Nicaudis Group Family Daycare, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 08/26/25. Office: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the LLC, Nicaudis Castillo, 156 Union Ave, Mt 
Vernon, NY 10550. 

Digital Infrastructure Services LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with NY Dept. of 
State on 10/22/25. Office: Westchester County. NY DOS designated as agent 
for service of process; DOS shall mail copy of process to 7 Ridgeway Cir 
White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of FirstLine Infusion LLC. Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on September 16, 2025. 
Office location: Westchester County, New York. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. The SSNY 
shall mail process to: FirstLine Infusion LLC, 30 Winthrop Ave., Elmsford, NY 
10523. Purpose: Any lawful purpose permitted under New York State law.

YONKERS POLICE DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ABANDONED VEHICLE

I, Christopher Sapienza, Commissioner of the Yonkers Police Department, 
do hereby issue the following notice pursuant to Sections 109-144 and 109-
147 of the Code of the City of Yonkers:

A grey 2022 Mazda CX5 identified by VIN # JM3KFBCM1N0589558) 
has been lawfully impounded since 06/07/25 and to this date no owner has 
come forward to claim any interest in this vehicle. Any persons having a legal 
interest in this vehicle may seek recovery of said vehicle by contacting Lt. 
Gregory Forshey no later than 12/01/25. If such person has a legal right to the 
vehicle, they shall be responsible for all costs incurred by the City to remove 
and store said vehicle and for the cost to publish any notice.

If this vehicle is not claimed by 12/01/25, the vehicle shall be deemed 
abandoned and title shall vest with the City on 12/01/25, (20 business days 
from the date of publication.

___________________________________________________________

Notice of Publication of Hari Govinda LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed with the SSNY 
on 10/19/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY is designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, Prajwal B Shrestha, 12 Vista Court, Ossining, NY, 10562. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
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Letters to the Editor: 

THE CITY OF YONKERS/YONKERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BUREAU 
OF PURCHASING, One Larkin Center, 3RD Floor, Yonkers, New York 
10701 (Located in the Yonkers Riverfront Library Building across from the 
Metro-North train station) will receive sealed Bids and Proposals for the fol-
lowing projects until 2:00 PM, on the dates below.  

Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read at the address above in the 3rd 
Floor Finance Conference Room.  

The building is open from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for receiving packages via 
courier services and in person.  If delivering bids in person, individuals must 
see the Public Safety Officer in the library atrium, who will contact Purchasing 
to meet the individual at the 3rd floor elevator.  

Those interested in listening to the Sealed Bids opening and the reading of 
bids can dial Conference Call number 1-701-802-5221 and enter Access Code 
1354203 when prompted.  

Solicitation documents are available for downloading from the Empire State 
Purchasing Group website at http://www.empirestatebidsystem.com/.  The 
City welcomes and encourages participation by local and minority and women 
owned business enterprises.

1)	 Bid No. IFB-7554 - Opening date: 12/5/2025: City of Yonkers Po-
lice Department 2nd Precinct Asbestos Abatement- Main Lobby Renovations 
(TN).

2)	 Bid No. RFB-7552 – Opening date: 11/14/2025: 24-Month Contract 
with Two 12-Month Options to renew to Provide Vehicle and Truck Auto 
Body Repair Services, as needed (KS).

3)	 Bid No. RFB-7544 - Opening Date: 11/7/2025: Purchase of Aviglon 
H5A-PTZ Cameras, mounting accessories and camera licenses (or Yonkers 
Approved Equal) (VB).

4)	 Bid No. RFB-7545 - Opening Date: 11/7/2025: 12-month Contract to 
purchase calibration gas for the Fire Department (VB).

5)	 Bid No. RFB-7546 – Opening Date: 11/7/2025: Assessment and re-
pair of CBRNE and HazMat meters and detectors (VB).

6)	 Bid No. IFB-7499B – Opening Date: 11/07/2025: Furnish and Install 
Glass Curtain Wall and Doors at City Hall (MM).

7)	 Bid No. RFB-7547 - Opening Date: 11/07/2025: 12-month contract 
for on-call window and door glazing. (MM).

8)	 Bid No. RFB-7548 - Opening Date: 11/21/2025: Demolition, Asbes-
tos and Lead Abatement at 87 Nepperhan Avenue (MM).

____________________________________________________________

Letter to the Editor
WESTCHESTER RISING
Its very nice that NYS senator Peter Harckham got a grant for the Westches-

ter SPCA, which he called 'an investment in compassion' (Yonkers Times, 10/21).   
However, 'Pete' as he likes to be called, should also release a story and photo op 
about one of the most hideously cruel new senate bills in recent memory that he 
authored - supported by almost the entire legislature - to kill deer, bears, turkeys, 
squirrels and other helpless animals using a medieval crossbow, in some instances 
allowing children as young as 12; a bill which also expanded this type of wildlife 
slaughter where it previously wasn't allowed.  At a time when humans are gaining 
a true appreciation of animal intelligence, ability to feel pain, communication and 
love for their families, Harckham dragged us a monumental step backwards to ig-
norance and callous disregard.

"Pete' should clarify that, to him, 'companion' animals are ok, at least for a photo 
op - but our innocent resident wildlife, who have a right to live here in peace, is just 
target practice and profit to him; that to Harckham, all our beautiful wildlife deserve 
to suffer a horrible death from crossbows, leaving them in agony, as long as the 
NYS Dept of Environmental Conservation can make money from it. 

'Pete' is in fact a money-maker for the misnamed NYS Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, helping them make more money by selling more hunting 
licences and related equipment to benefit the DEC and their sub-agency the Dept 
of Wildlife.  These agencies are panicking because of declining sales relating to 
hunting...so 'Pete' graciously helped them along - aided by almost the entire NYS 
legislature - by adding more wildlife hunting and killing opportunities.  These in-
creased opportunities also imperil non-target animals, including dogs like those he 
posed with.   

  Even many 'traditional' hunters disapprove of using crossbows since it reduces 
the challenge, leads to far more pain suffered by wounded animals, and gives hunt-
ers an unfair advantage over the animals by almost eliminating the 'fair chase' as-
pect of hunting.  It takes the 'skill' out of hunting, making it available to less-skilled 
beginners who need less practice and have less strength. 

Folksy 'Pete' ignored the pleas of humane advocates who begged him to help stop 
the needless, disgraceful DEC hunting rampage in the otherwise peaceful, bucolic 
Rockefeller State Park, which turns the public's nature trail-walking into corridors 
of danger and destruction.  He does his photo op with homeless dogs - then helps 
torture and kill our precious wildlife. 

So when the next election rolls in, please don't be fooled by Harckham's I help 
animals pose.  You are a representative of the People of the state of NY, Mr. Harck-
ham - time to act like it, instead of being a de facto arm of the blatantly pro-hunting, 
discriminatory DEC.

Kiley Blackman
Founder, Animal Defenders of Westchester
________________________________________________________________

Letter to the Editor: Congressman Lawler Has Abandoned Hudson Valley 
Families

Every day the shutdown continues, Hudson Valley families find themselves on 
edge — worried about keeping food on the table and health insurance for their 
loved ones. Instead of demonstrating leadership and bipartisanship, Congress-
man Mike Lawler has chosen to stand with President Trump, Senator Thune, 
and Speaker Johnson, blocking potential solutions and telling Democrats there’s 
“nothing to negotiate here” as the pain deepens in Rockland, Dutchess, Putnam, 
and Westchester.

As I’ve written before, Lawler ‘goes along to get along’. He doesn’t care 
whom he hurts, as long as he avoids Trump’s retribution list.

Democrats, lacking enough legislative votes and sensing a window of oppor-
tunity to protect millions of Americans, forced the issue when federal funding 
ran out on October 1. We must extend ACA health care subsidies, a lifeline to 
over 140,000 New Yorkers, 37,000 of them in Lawler’s district alone. The ex-
piration of the enhanced premium tax credits is estimated to more than double 
what subsidized enrollees currently pay annually for premiums. There is likely 
to be a 114% increase from an average of $888 in 2025 to $1,904 in 2026 ac-
cording to a recent KFF analysis (KFF, formerly the Kaiser Family Foundation).

It shouldn’t have to be this way. But Lawler — instead of embracing negotia-
tion — skips town, blames the other side, and talks about scrapping the ACA 
altogether, putting his own neighbors at risk. According to ABC News, Ameri-
cans like retired nurse Nancy Murphy, a diabetic who depends on ACA cover-
age for her insulin pump, are left wondering how they’ll survive if premiums 
skyrocket overnight. But Lawler prefers to see $1 billion spent on the Qatari Air 
Force One than provide health insurance to millions of Americans.

The man whose sales pitch states that he’s the most bipartisan member of 
Congress is lying. Instead of working across the aisle to extend these subsidies 
and reopen the government, Congressman Lawler has joined Republican lead-
ers whose goal is to cancel affordable health care hostage because Trump wants 
to erase Obama’s accomplishments.

In the Hudson Valley, we value all of our neighbors and expect our represen-
tatives to fight for us — not to gamble with our health care or our livelihoods. 
Congressman Lawler must stop hiding behind partisan talking points and stop 
failing the people whom he was elected to serve, before it’s too late. 

Our health and our humanity are on the line. Enough is enough.
Mark A. Lieberman,Yorktown
_____________________________________________________________

		   We Endorse for State Supreme Court, continued from pg 2-

the Southern District of New York as an Assistant US Attorney from 2000 
to 2017. He has significant experience with judicial clerkships & internships, 
including time served under renowned jurist, Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 

Irvington Village Justice Desmond Lyons has served on the Irvington bench 
since 2010, and also served as an Acting Justice in the Village of Mamaroneck 
since 2021, and as an Acting Justice in the Town of Greenburgh & the City 
of White Plains since 2022. Justice Lyons served as a Village Prosecutor in 
Irvington, Sleepy Hollow, and Elmsford from 2000 to 2010. 

County Executive Ken Jenkins said it best, “In a time of so much uncertainty 
nationally, this is something you can be certain of. On November 4th, don’t 
miss your opportunity to ensure justice for all. Vote Shako, Clerkin, Collins 
and Lyons, because if Justice matters, Judges matter.”

  Democrats and Independent voters are being urged not to sleep on this race 
for State Supreme Court. These races for State Supreme Court in the 9th JD are 
important in determining who will rule on the issues of day facing Westchester 
residents. All four Westchester jurists deserve your vote. 

____________________________________________________________
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Break the Cycle Ride to End Domestic Violence	

The inaugural Break The Cycle ride to end domestic violence and support the work  at 
the Pace Women’s Justice Center, was held on October 26.  A huge thank you to County 
Executive Ken Jenkins, County Board of Legislators Chairman Vedat Gashi, County 
Board Member Shanae Williams, and New Castle Town Supervisor Victoria Tipp.  Also 
thank you to Millie Gutierrez from Legislator’s Alavarado’s office, the County Parks 
Department and the New Castle Police for all of your help.

____________________________________________________________________

We Are One: Raise A Can, Honor A Story	 	

We Art One Artist Collective proudly presents Ofrenda de Latas, a Día 
de los Muertos–inspired fundraiser and community art experience, taking 
place on Sunday, November 2, at Yonkers Brewing Company, 92 Main 
Street, Yonkers. Guests will decorate blank beer cans in tribute to loved 
ones who have passed, placing them on a candlelit ofrenda before taking 
them home as keepsakes. Attendees are encouraged to bring a photo of 

continued on pg 11-
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Maria Regina HS Concludes Hispanic Heritage 
Month Celebration with Learning Initiative

          Sportime Pickleball Cuts Ribbon on Yorktown Facility

Members of the Yorktown Town Board and the county Board of Legislators 
and officials from the Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce cut a 
ribbon with staff from Sportime Pickleball on October 22.

Pickleball is booming with a ribbon-cutting ceremony for Sportime Pickleball 
Yorktown.

The October 22 event drew a crowd of local enthusiasts, Yorktown Town Board 
members and officials from the Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce, 
who all celebrated a major new investment in the local sports community.

“The opening of Sportime Pickleball isn’t just a win for local sports enthusi-
asts; it’s a critical piece of our strategy to revitalize vacant commercial spaces,” 
said Supervisor Ed Lachterman. “Economic development is about attracting 
quality tenants and maximizing the potential of our properties, which in turn 
strengthens our tax base and provides new energy for our entire community.”

The new facility at 355 Downing Drive in the Yorktown Green Shopping Cen-
ter is a dedicated, climate-controlled haven for pickleball players, featuring 12 
state-of-the-art courts.

“We’re excited that you guys are here. This place is just incredible and it’s 
amazing how pickleball has taken off,” said Deputy Supervisor Sergio Esposito.

Sportime occupies space in a former Kmart building that sat empty for years. 
A massive overhaul of the Yorktown Green Shopping Center has attracted new 
retailers and big crowds of shoppers.

“Thank you for investing in Yorktown. This town is flourishing now because 
of people like you,” said Councilman Patrick Murphy, addressing Sportime gen-
eral manager Marnie Rose.

The September soft opening of Sportime means that the shopping center is 
almost full, a sharp contrast to the mostly empty mall in 2020.

“This is a fantastic resource,” said Westchester County Legislator Vedat Gashi. 
“Thank you for finding a use for this space, which otherwise might have lain 
fallow.”

Beyond the playing surfaces, Sportime Pickleball Yorktown offers a premium 
experience with modern locker rooms, a well-stocked pro shop, a grab-and-go 
station for healthy snacks and beverages, and two private event spaces.

Maria Regina High School student, Ivanna Franco, shares her original 
work in Spanish with Sacred Heart’s Cirilla Angeles

To celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month, the students in Maria Regina 
High School’s Spanish IV Class recently completed a unique and creative learn-
ing project to share and inspire what they know and love about the romance 
language with kindergarten children.

The 13 students in Maria Regina’s college-level course embarked on their 
initiative on September 15, the start of the month-long celebration of the heri-
tage, history, traditions, and cultural diversity of Hispanic Americans, by writ-
ing original fairy tales and fables in Spanish.

Their goal was to complete the assignments before the month ended, in order 
to present to an exclusive audience they selected—the children enrolled in Sa-
cred Heart School. The Catholic elementary school has long served as the start 
of their education for many young women at Maria Regina, the renowned all-
girls Catholic high school. Both are based in proximity to each other in Harts-
dale.

Maria Regina’s top-performing Spanish language students completed the as-
signments in time to visit the Sacred Heart children. They sat with, showed and 
read to them in Spanish what their imaginations conceived, the latest additions 
in the genre of fairy tales and fables designed to enlighten young minds.

The children discovered the new magical worlds that Maria Regina’s students 
created in “El Pajaro Especial” (The Special Bird); “Historia de La Chispa Del 
Alma” (Spark of the Soul); “En El Bosque” (In the Forest) and “El Escape de 
Las Primas” (Escape of the Cousins)—four of the original works that were 
presented. Maria Regina’s students illustrated their stories with art provided by 
Canva.com.

“I was very impressed by what the students created, combining their excellent 
knowledge of the Spanish language with their remarkable story-telling talents,’’ 
explained Marcia Viqueira (Class of ’99), Maria Regina Chair, World Language 

Department. She noted: “It was an inspiring educa-
tional experience to witness as the children listened 
intently and asked questions. Maria Regina’s stu-
dents clearly accomplished what they set out to do, 
and they did so in an engaging and fun way.”

Maria Regina’s Principal Maria Carozza-McCaf-
frey (Class of ’99) added: “The special event at Sa-
cred Heart has to rank as one of the most distinctive 
and original ways of celebrating National Hispanic 
Heritage Month. Our Spanish IV Class students are 
to be congratulated for thinking out of the box and 
creating a highly stimulating educational experience 
that will hopefully stoke younger minds to pursue 
further their knowledge about the Spanish language, 
history, and culture.”

Maria Regina’s Spanish IV students are:
● Adriana Camacho, Yonkers
● Brianna Cruz, Yonkers
● Gennesis Fernández, Yonkers
● Gabriela Ford, Yonkers
● Ivanna Franco, Yonkers
● Nicolle Goncalves, Port Chester
● Elizabeth Hunt, Yonkers
● Ava Magaletti, Yorktown
● Lorenne Mazzarella, Yorktown
● Amaya Mejia, Yonkers
● Serafina Mistal, North Salem
● Valeria Peña Mora, Yonkers
● Haley Uriarte, White Plains
The Maria Regina contingent interacted with an 

equal number of Sacred Heart students, providing a 
one-on-one learning experience. They were Cirilla 
Angeles, Sofia Bragaglia, Abigail Ayertey, Catalina 
Cabrera de la Cruz, Danna Diaz, Lucas Gomez, 
Amenze Ikemefuna, Eliana Praison, Priya Parasram, 
Eliana Saltray, Madeline Reinhold, Gabriel Vitaj 
and Aiden Vneshta. Helping to facilitate the session 
were Sacred Heart’s Martina Vicente, teacher, and 
Johanna Ford, teacher’s aide, who is also the mother 
of Gabriela Ford, one of the Spanish IV students.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 	 Docket: 24-CV-09750-PMH

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
------------------------------------------------------------------X
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR 

SECURITIZED ASSET BACKED RECEIVABLES LLC TRUST 2007-BR5, 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-BR5,

                                            Plaintiff,
	 -against-

SHARON LUCAS A/K/A SHARON BLACKWELL; KYLE LUCAS; NEW 
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; ADVANCED 
OXY-MED SERVICES, INC.,

                         
                                            Defendant(s).
------------------------------------------------------------------X	
NOTICE OF SALE

             NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Amended Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale of the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York, filed in the office of the clerk on July 14, 2025, where-
in DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
SECURITIZED ASSET BACKED RECEIVABLES LLC TRUST 2007-BR5, 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-BR5 is the 
Plaintiff and SHARON LUCAS A/K/A SHARON BLACKWELL, ET AL. are 
the Defendant(s).  I, the undersigned Referee, will sell at public auction at the 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW 
YORK, 300 QUARROPAS STREET, LOBBY, WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601, on 
November 5, 2025 at 11:00AM, the premises in said Amended Judgment of Fore-
closure and Sale described and therein directed to be sold, to which Amended 
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale reference is made for the terms of sale and for 
a description of the premises which may be briefly described as follows: 8 VAIL 
AVENUE, PEEKSKILL, NY 10566; and the following tax map identification: 
Section: 23.14; Block: 7; Lot: 13

ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, SITUATE, 
LYING AND BEING IN THE CITY OF PEEKSKILL, COUNTY OF WEST-
CHESTER AND STATE OF NEW YORK

All foreclosure sales will be conducted in accordance with Covid-19 guide-
lines including, but not limited to, social distancing and mask wearing. *LOCA-
TION OF SALE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DAY OF IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
COURT/CLERK DIRECTIVES.

					     Dated: 

					     ______________________
					     Melissa D. Mohan, Esq.
					     Court Appointed Referee
24-219259 - DrG-10/24

				             Vataj Lawsuit, continued from pg 5-

CORPORATION NOTICE
CITY OF YONKERS-NEW YORK
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to law, that the City Council of the City of 

Yonkers, New York will hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, November 12 
at 6:15 PM in the City Council Chambers, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, New 
York on the following resolution, to wit:

PROPOSED RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION OF THE YONKERS CITY COUNCIL TO HONOR THE 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY’S REQUEST TO HONORARILY RENAME 
RAVINE AVENUE AND UNION PLACE “SADIE OLIVER WAY”

Anyone wishing to speak may sign up on the night of the hearing at the 
hearing site. Each speaker shall be permitted three minutes and speakers shall 
be called in the order in which they have signed up. Said hearing may be ad-
journed from time to time as necessary. Further information may be obtained at 
the City Clerk’s office, City Hall, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, New York and 
on the City’s Website.

VINCENT SPANO, City Clerk
October 28, 2025

CORPORATION NOTICE
CITY OF YONKERS-NEW YORK
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to law, that the Mayor of the City of Yon-

kers, New York, will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, November 17, 2025 at 
5:30 PM, Mayor’s Reception Room, 2nd floor, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, 
New York, to hear all interested parties and citizens regarding the adoption of 
the following Local Law, to wit:

LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 56 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF YONKERS ENTITLED "BUILDING AND ELECTRICAL CODE

Said hearing may be adjourned from time to time as necessary. Further infor-
mation, including access to a copy of said proposed local law, may be obtained 
at the City Clerk’s office, City Hall, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, New York 
and on the City’s Website.

MIKE SPANO,Mayor
Date: October 29, 2025

CORPORATION NOTICE
CITY OF YONKERS-NEW YORK
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to law, that the Mayor of the City of Yonkers, 

New York, will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, November 17, 2025 at 5:15 
PM, Mayor’s Reception Room, 2nd floor, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, New 
York, to hear all interested parties and citizens regarding the adoption of the fol-
lowing Local Law, to wit:

LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
YONKERS ENTITLED "CONTRACTING AND PURCHASING"

Said hearing may be adjourned from time to time as necessary. Further informa-
tion, including access to a copy of said proposed local law, may be obtained at the 
City Clerk’s office, City Hall, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, New York and on the 
City’s Website.

MIKE SPANO, Mayor
Date: October 29, 2025
____________________________________________________________

“From November, 2019 and onward, Defendant continually promised that this converted investment was stuck in a delayed litigation process against the debtor to 
collect on the defaulted loan.Apparently and eventually, Defendant had obtained a default judgment against the debtors in the Supreme Court of Bronx County in May, 
2021 for $238,000, for a property in issue in the State of Tennessee.

 “Defendant then approached Plaintiff about the need to hire a collections lawyer in Tennessee. In January, 2022, Plaintiff approached Defendant to return her money 
after she suffered severe professional and personal financial hardship. In response, Defendant immediately and unexpectedly flew into a rage demanding that there be a 
phone call with his attorneys, and diverted from Plaintiffs questioning his handling of her money over the years.

“Soon after Defendant’s outburst, he then demanded that Plaintiff vacate her office space which she did on February 13, 2022. In the summer of 2023, Plaintiff learned 
that Defendant had made a motion to enforce the Judgment (for her money) and Plaintiff believed he was actually receiving garnishment checks thereon.

“At that time, it was clear to Plaintiff that she had been defrauded by Defendant. To date, Defendant has never repaid Plaintiff any portion of her investment as agreed 
and Plaintiff suffered and continues to suffer monetary damages.

Count One-Fraudulent Inducement, Concealment and False Pretenses. At the time the above representations were made by Defendant to Plaintiff as to inter alia his 
equal investment, the real property at issue, the conversion to a hard money loan, the due diligence of the Defendant and the solvency of the debtor, the Defendant was 
aware that his representations were false. Plaintiff would not have given money and her later agreements had she been aware of the actual facts, actively concealed by 
Defendant.

Count Two: Breach of Fiduciary Duty. Defendant’s refusal to return said funds was a breach of fiduciary duty.
Count Four:  Unjust Enrichment. By unjustly retaining Plaintiff’s funds, Defendant was unjustly enriched. Defendant obtained the benefit of plaintiff’s money and did 

not return said funds, though duly demanded.
County Five: Accounting. By virtue of the proposed agreement between the parties and under New York law, and by Defendant’s aforementioned wrongful acts, Plain-

tiff demands a full, unfettered and timely accounting for all transactions and/or monies collected and expended by Defendant in the transactions stated herein.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against the Defendant, for actual, consequential, incidental damages and punitive damages as follows: Actual and com-

pensatory damages in excess of the sum of ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-EIGHT THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($188,500); Consequential damages in an 
amount to be determined at trial;  Punitive damages in an amount to be determined at trial but in the amount of at least $600,000.” End of suit.

We spoke to the plaintiff Nancy Hall to get an update on the lawsuit. Editor’s Note: This is not the same Nancy Hall as a Court Clerk in North Castle who shares the 
same name. “We had depositions in June, and we waiting to receive the documents accounting exactly what happened to my money. This is all my money, he never de-
posited his money like he told me when we formed the company and the partnership.

“I knew Sonny for five years before investing with him. He helped me start my business. Then we formed the partnership and COVID hit. He kept saying I’m taking 
care of it and finally it got to a point when I had to ask for my money back and he got aggressive and accused me of questioning him. Then he lawyered up and I was 
flabbergasted.”

Hall said that the property in question in Tennessee where the hard money loan and investment was made was only foreclosed on three months after she confronted him 
and asked for her money back. “He handled all of this deal. He signed the check from our LLC but never signed the operating agreement. He was a pillar in the Bronx 
and I trusted this guy. I never dreamed I had to worry. But I needed my $188,000 back. I wasn’t in a position to lose that kind of money. I have been generous to Sonny 
over the years, as a thank you for his help with my business. I hoped that he would have some type of compassion for me. But he didn’t give a crap and took the money. 
“We asked Hall her opinion on whether Sonny should serve on the North Castle Town Board. “I don’t think he should be running for anything. After being his friend for 
years and compensating him for his help with my business, now I think he is an unscrupulous person. He holds himself up to be a pillar in the community. I feel like I was 
taken advantage of. I looked up to him as a mentor. I was generous and respectful to him. I didn’t deserve this.It’s been years and I haven’t seen a nickel. And then I find 
out that he had collected $45,000 from the judgement without so much as a phone call to me. I haven’t spoken to Sonny since he kicked me out of his office. He’s not a 
good person. It turns out that there were other debtors on the property that were first lienholders, and he acted like getting a personal guarantee from these people would 
secure the loan. In fact, these people did not have the net worth to secure this type of loan and were not savvy developers as he described. Which led to the property being 
overleveraged and turning out badly for me.”

Vataj and Michael Akavan are the two democrats running for Town Council. Town Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto and Mel Orellana are the republican candidates. 
Democrat Supervisor Joe Rendi is running unopposed.
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We Endorse Jenkins, continued from pg 1-

Notice of Publication
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
Index No. 60279/2025
FORECLOSURE SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

LLACG COMMUNITY INVESTMENT FUND,
Plaintiff,
-against

CATHLEEN ROMANYCH, AS HEIR, DEVISEE, DISTRIBUTEE OF 
THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, DECEASED; WILLIAM 
GORDINEER, AS HEIR, DEVISEE, DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF 
LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, DECEASED; KENNETH GORDINEER AS 
HEIR, DEVISEE, DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. 
GORDINEER, DECEASED; THOMAS ARNONE, AS HEIR, DEVISEE, 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, DE-
CEASED; MICHELLE ARNONE ENGELMANN, AS HEIR, DEVISEE, 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, DE-
CEASED; ANY AND ALL KNOWN OR UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING AN INTEREST BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, 
DECEASED; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND 
FINANCE; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON BEHALF OF THE IN-
TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; “JOHN DOE #1- #50” and “MARY ROE 
#1- #50”, the last two names being fictitious, it being intended to name all oth-
er parties who may have some interest in or lienupon the premises described 
in the Complaint,

Defendants.

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to serve upon plaintiff’s attorney an answer to the com-
plaint in this action within twenty days after service, or within thirty days after 
service is complete if the summons is not personally delivered to you within 
the State of New York. The United States of America, if designated as a defen-
dant in this action, may answer or appear within sixty days of service hereof. If 
you fail to answer, judgment will be taken against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint.

Trial is desired in the County of Westchester. The basis of venue designated 
above is that the real property that is the subject matter of this action is located 
in the County of Westchester.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME.
If you do not respond to this Summons and Complaint by serving a copy 

of the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this fore-
closure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default 
judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further 
information on how to answer the Summons and protect your property. Send-
ing a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND 
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

Dated: October 14, 2025
MCMICHAEL TAYLOR GRAY, LLC
By: s/ Patricia Pirri, Esq. Attorneys for Plaintiff
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260, Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
(404)474-7149
____________________________________________________________

gation funding, and reopened Playland for the 2025 season.  
Westchester Democrats we spoke to appreciate Jenkins’ leadership in county 

government, his ability to seamlessly take over the job from Latimer, and his 
work ethic in campaigning across the county, in both Democratic and Republican 
towns and cities.

Jenkins’ opponent is republican Christine Sculti. Sculti has run for County Ex-
ecutive twice before, and this is by far her best campaign yet. She appeared in 
the League of Women Voters debate and held her own against Jenkins. Kudos to 
Sculti’s prep team for her first LWV forum.

She is also campaigning across Westchester, but staying closer to the Republi-
can strongholds of Yorktown, Harrison, and Eastchester.

Our biggest complaint about Sculti’s campaign is not really her own fault. The 
republican party is basically busted in Westchester County with no funds coming 
in to run a serious, county-wide campaign.

Sculti has raised an embarrassing $22,000 in her last campaign filing.  You have 
to have a minimum amount of campaign cash to run a credible campaign, and 
Sculti and the County GOP don’t have that.

It’s actually a call to the 37% of Westchester voters who cast their vote for 
Trump in 2024, to buck up and help your local republican party-

One Democrat said that Jenkins was the most experienced candidate to run for 
County Executive, having served with Latimer for 7 years and now leading West-
chester for almost 1 year.

“Ken brings people together,” said one Westchester Democrat. “He knows how 
to run a government, legislate, manage a budget, and manage people and issues.’

If there is one person most qualified to run Westchester County government, 
especially given what we may be facing from Trump in cuts, it’s Ken Jenkins.

Ken Jenkins is a strong advocate for Westchester County, and the results speak 
for themselves. We endorse Ken Jenkins for Westchester County Executive on 
November 4 and in early voting.

______________________________________________________________

Enjoy Hudson Valley Restaurant Week-Westchester
Lunches and dinners from $24.95,-$44.95

As autumn colors blanket the landscape, 60 Westchester restaurants are set 
to welcome visitors for the Fall 2025 Hudson Valley Restaurant Week that runs 
from Oct. 27 through Nov. 9. This seasonal celebration highlights the diverse 
cuisines and easy-to-reach dining destinations across Westchester – spanning 
more than 60 restaurants in 24 cities, towns, and villages.

Jenkins said: “Each fall, Hudson Valley Restaurant Week gives our local din-
ing community an opportunity to thrive. It’s more than a celebration of great 
food – it’s a boost for the small businesses, farmers and hospitality profession-
als who make Westchester’s economy so vibrant. I invite residents and visitors 
alike to dine local, explore new menus and experience the creativity that defines 
our region’s culinary scene.”

Westchester County Tourism & Film Director Natasha Caputo said: “West-
chester is brimming with activity in the fall, and it’s the perfect time to linger 
over a leisurely meal or savor an unforgettable, Michelin-recognized dining 
experience. It’s easy to pair your culinary adventure with an overnight stay and 
a visit to one of our many museums, outdoor spaces or charming downtowns.”

From the Hudson to the Harlem and New Haven lines, Westchester County’s 
diverse culinary scene is just a train ride away. With more than half of the par-
ticipating restaurants located within a mile of a Metro-North station, there’s no 
easier way to experience the distinctive flavors of Hudson Valley Restaurant 
Week.

President of Metro-North Railroad Justin Vonashek said: “Metro-North is 
excited to help get our customers to the Hudson Valley’s premier culinary des-
tinations. We hope to see our regular riders and many new faces, to remind 
them that Metro-North is more than a commuter railroad, but is the safest, most 
reliable and most comfortable way to experience all the Hudson Valley has to 
offer.”

Hudson Valley Magazine and Hudson Valley Table Associate PublisherLau-
ren Buerger said: “The 120 restaurants participating in Hudson Valley Res-
taurant Week showcase the remarkable culinary expertise and inventiveness 
throughout our region. Fall Restaurant Week promises to be better than ever. 
With more than half of the restaurants located in Westchester County, it is clear-
ly a culinary destination that gives diners a wide variety of delicious options to 
choose from.”

Three Michelin-listed restaurants – Apropos in Peekskill; Dubrovnik in New 
Rochelle and Goosefeather in Tarrytown, along with newcomers Inca Gaucho 
in Port Chester and Kenny’s on the Water in New Rochelle are among the Fall 
2025 selections. At all locations, diners can savor fresh, delicious fare from Oct. 
27 through Nov. 9 with prix-fixe lunches and dinners priced at $24.95, $29.95, 
$39.95, or $44.95 (tax, beverages, and gratuity not included).

The complete list of restaurants and menus can be found at valleytable.com/
hvrw. Reservations are suggested as space fills quickly.

_____________________________________________________________

					     We Are One, continued from pg 8-
their loved one to display with their tribute can, adding a personal and mean-

ingful layer to the experience. 
Tickets/More info: https://givebutter.com/ofrendadelatas
Included with Admission: 1 blank beer can to decorate. Personalized art ac-

tivity: Decorate a tribute can using all-inclusive materials, stencils, andg uided 
inspiration. Self-directed art stations with guidance from We Art One artists.1 
drink ticket (beer or non-alcoholic beverage).Access to all art materials and artist 
guidance. An interactive and memorable community art experience.

______________________________________________________________
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Republicans,  BOL , continued from pg 1-

Michael E. Stern, Esq.
Joanna M. Grillo, Esq.
GALLO VITUCCI KLAR LLP
Attorneys for Petitioner
90 Broad Street, 12th Floor
New York, NY 10004
Tel: 212-683-7100

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
__________________________________________

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT 

- of -  		   					      

SAIL CHARTER NYC, LLC, as Owner of a 1922 
62’ Herreshoff vessel named “VENTURA” for  
Exoneration from or Limitation of Liability,			 
  	          	          						      Petitioner.            				     
__________________________________________	 Case No.: 25-cv-7812
								        NOTICE
	
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that SAIL CHARTER NYC, LLC, as Owner of a 1922 62’ Herreshoff vessel named “VENTURA” for Exoneration from or Limitation 

of Liability, pursuant to 46 U.S.C. §§ 30501 et seq., brings this action involving admiralty and maritime claims within the meaning of Rule 9(h) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure and Rule F of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, 
concerning any claims for loss, damage, and/or injury, arising or resulting from an alleged personal injury incident claimed to have occurred on October 5, 2024, 
while Petitioner’s vessel was upon the navigable waters of the United States, as more fully described in the Complaint; and 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that all persons, firms, entities or corporations, having any claim or suit against the Petitioner or vessel arising or result-
ing from the alleged incident must file a claim as provided in Rule F of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, with the Clerk of the Court, at the United States District Court, Southern District of New York, 500 Pearl Street, New York, 
New York 10007, and must deliver or mail to the attorneys for the Petitioner, James E. Mercante, Esq., Richard Gonzalez, Esq., GALLO VITUCCI KLAR LLP, 90 
Broad Street, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10004, a copy on or before the 21 day of November, 2025 or be defaulted.  Personal attendance is not required. Further, 
any claimant desiring to contest Petitioner’s right either to exoneration from or limitation of liability shall file an Answer to the Complaint on or before the aforesaid 
date as required by Supplemental Rule F of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure and deliver or mail a copy to the attorneys for the Petitioner or be defaulted.

Dated: October 17, 2025	
							       Tammi M. Hellwig
									         Clerk
nov 21

Yorktown. Kevin Byrnes. Byrnes, the republican chair of the Yorktown GOP and a retired NYPD sergeant, is making his first run for office. Here is his bio from his website. 
“The son of an FDNY firefighter, Kevin and his family moved from Brooklyn to Westchester when he was aged 12. Kevin spent most of the following 48 years living in Westchester, in 

Pleasantville and in Yorktown. Kevin is married with four adult children. He and his wife moved to Yorktown in 2001 and raised their family, putting their children through Lakeland schools. 
Kevin has been active in his community for decades. He is currently in his third term as Chairman of the Yorktown Republican Town Committee, is co-chair of the Yorktown Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT), and served two terms on the Yorktown Conservation Board. Kevin and his family are known locally for their public service. Kevin has proudly served 
as a Boy Scout leader since 2006, and his wife, Patricia, has served as a Girl Scout leader since 2010. Their sons, Brendan and Kevin III, each earned the Eagle Scout rank (Brendan currently 
serves in the US Army), and their daughter, Kaitlin, earned the Girl Scout Gold Award. Both Kevin and Patricia still serve the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts long after their children aged out 
of Scouts. Kevin also served as an assistant coach for his daughter’s Shrub Oak Athletic Club basketball team, played bagpipes with the Yorktown Irish Pipes and Drums, is a member of the 
Yorktown Elks Lodge 2324, and has volunteered with United for the Troops since its inception in 2007. Even Kevin’s mother, Anne, is known for her public service. After her husband (and 
Kevin’s father), Kevin Sr., died from an illness sustained as a result of the rescue and recovery efforts, Anne served a vital role in having Westchester County’s 9/11 memorial, “The Rising,” 
include those Westchester residents who died of 9/11 illnesses.”

Byrnes is challenging Democrat Legislator Colin Smith. Byrnes hopes to ride the wave of expected Republican victories in the Town of Yorktown, but will have to deal with Democratic 
turnout in Peekskill. 

District 4-Perhaps the strongest republican challenge comes in District 4, which includes Somers, Yorktown, Ossissing, and New Castle. The problem for Republicans is that their candi-
date, Kevin O’Keefe, is running against the Chair of the BOL, Vedat Gashi. O’Keefe’s website states, “Kevin O’Keefe is a proud American, former U.S. Marine, and dedicated advocate for 
working-class families. With a deep commitment to affordability, he will fight to lower Westchester County’s sales tax. A staunch supporter of labor unions, he believes in protecting work-
ers’ rights and ensuring they have a seat at the table in today’s economy. Concerned about the environmental and community impact of unchecked lithium battery facilities, he is taking a 
stand against corporate overreach, prioritizing responsible development and local interests. With a no-nonsense, results-driven approach, Kevin is ready to bring common sense leadership to 
Westchester County District 4 and will put the needs of his constituents first.” Recently, O’Keefe was very involved in the effort to stop a large battery storage facility from being built on the 
Westchester-Putnam border, near O’Keefe’s Somers home. O’Keefe should be able to tap into the Facebook group “Stop LITHIUM Battery Storage Systems in Westchester/Putnam, NY!” 

BOL Chair Gashi has been campaigning actively in the District. 
There are two open seats on the BOL on Nov. 4, with Legislator Catherine Parker, Dist. 7 (Rye, Mamaroneck, Larchmont), and Ben Boykin, Dist. 5 (Scarsdale, White Plains, Harrison), 

are term-limited from running again.  In District 7, Republican Kurt van Kuller is running against Democrat Anant Ambiar. Van Kuller’s website reads, “Longtime Rye homeowner. Raised 
two sons through the Rye public schools. Married 37 years to Diana, a member of the Screen Actors Guild. Homeowner near Rye Town Park. Native to NYC and Westchester.

“Leading Municipal Finance Expert: Legendary 47-year career in Public Finance on Wall Street. Nationally known in the municipal bond market; author of the leading textbook. Managed 
credit approvals for municipal loans and banking at one of the world’s largest banks. Managed departments of professionals, including as head of the top Municipal Credit Research team at 
the largest Wall Street brokerage and investment banking firm.”

In the 5th District, democrat Jenn Puja is running against republican Frank Schanne. Puja serves as Executive Director of the Westchester/Putnam Central Labor Body AFL-CIO, and is a 
member of the White Plains Common Council. We could find no information on Schanne. 

In District 2, Legislator Erika Pierce is being challenged by Republican Braille Diaz. The 2nd District encompasses Bedford, Lewisboro, Mount Kisco, North Salem, Pound Ridge, and 
Somers. Diaz is also running an active campaign, highlighting his service in the Mount Kisco Fire Department and the Mount Kisco Ethics Board. Diaz has also spoken out against the No 
Kings Protests and the disrespectful responses by some to the Charlie Kirk shooting. 

“We must condemn in the strongest possible terms those on the left who are openly celebrating Charlie Kirk’s death on social media and in public forums. To revel in the murder of a fel-
low American is abhorrent, inhuman, and incompatible with the values of any civilized society. Violence must never be excused, justified, or glorified.

“The assassination of Charlie Kirk is a national tragedy. The disgraceful reactions from certain media outlets, elected officials, and segments of the left only deepen the wound inflicted on 
our country. America must reject this descent into hatred and reaffirm that radical leftist political violence and the celebration of death have no place in our Republic.”

In District 9-Cortlandt, Ossining, Croton, Briarcliff, Buchanan, democrat Emiljana Ulaj is being challenged by republican Laurie Ryan. The two faced off in 2023. 
“I want to lower your taxes, reduce your energy costs, spend wisely, keep your roads and bridges maintained, protect our waterfronts, support our kids, veterans, surviving spouses, do-

mestic abuse victims, and animals. What have I listed that you are against?? I am a retired public high school teacher of 36 years. My husband and I are both proud union members, and we 
have been on our union negotiating teams for decades. I am not in favor of shutting down NYSED, nor am I fond of school choice. I don’t know what you are talking about when you say 
I want to take away your affordable healthcare. You are a union member and should have great healthcare. If you are referring to the ACA, it is far from affordable and needs to be redone.

“I believe that very left Democrats will not vote for me no matter what, I know this, and that’s ok. This message is to the moderate Democrats (and everyone else). I ask you not to vote 
Democrat just because you’re a democrat.”

Westchester Republicans should be able to maintain control in three Towns. In Eastchester, Supervisor Tony Colavita is running unopposed. He is one of the most popular Republicans in 
Westchester County, and he is the name Republicans tell us they want to see run for higher office.  Republican Town Councilmembers Luigi Marcoccia and Theresa Nicholson are also run-
ning unopposed.  In Yorktown, Republicans -Supervisor Ed Lachterman, and Councilmembers Sergio Esposito and Luciana Haughwout are all running for reelection. 

In Harrison, republican Tom Scappaticci is running for Mayor-Supervisor against Democrat Mark Jaffe and Conservative Mary Malara. 
Ray Colasacco, R; Dorothy Angarano, C; and Democrats Elizabeth Brown and Linda Evangelista are running for two seats on the Town Board. 
In Mt. Pleasant, Republican Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi is running unopposed. Republicans James Gedris and Thomas Sialiano are running for Town Council against Democrat-Taxpayers 

for Accountability candidate Joseph Bonnano. In North Castle, Democrat Supervisor Joseph Rende is running unopposed. Republican Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto and Mel Orellana 
are running for Town Council against Democrats Michael Akavan and Sonny Vataj.
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			   Classifieds 

Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, 
		 		
			   photos and story ideas to  			   photos and story ideas to  
  
		  dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com		  dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

Weekend Events in Westchester County Parks 
Attorney
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insurance company's first of-

fer. Many injured parties are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free evalu-
ation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 
1-833-323-0318. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the closest provide.

Auto Donations
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 

visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855-484-3467 today!

Autos Wanted
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 

haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant of-
fer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374

Health
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drug-

store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6397

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-661-4172

Home Improvement
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 

now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-516-
1160 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators - the most powerful home standby generators available. Industry-lead-
ing comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. 
Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call 1-833-880-7679

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs.  Call Now! 1-833-807-0159

Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU 
MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the work 
completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not affili-
ated with State or Gov Programs.

Do you know what's in your water? Leaf Home Water Solutions offers FREE 
water testing and whole home water treatment systems that can be installed in as 
little one day.  15% off your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior & military discounts. 
Restrictions apply. Schedule your FREE test today. Call 1-866-247-5728

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-855-916-5473.

Miscellaneous
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest car-

riers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call 
1-844-919-1682.

Real Estate
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670.

Services
PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and affordably. 

Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Locally owned and 
affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code 
of property ready when calling!

Travel Services
SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.  Let us do the research for you for FREE!  
Call: 877 988 7277.

TV Internet Phone
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call 

now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-833-323-0160
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 

Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 844-329-9391

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv 
and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-782-4069.

_______________________________________________________________

SATURDAY, NOV. 1

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282
Blacksmith Workshop, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Adults ages 18 and older can take this unique, full-day workshop with master 

blacksmith Bill Fitzgerald to make their own items in our blacksmith shop. Wear 
comfortable shoes and bring lunch. $100.

Register: https://www.muscootfarm.org/programs-events/event-calendar.
html/event/2025/11/01/blacksmith-workshop-/536839

Marshlands Conservancy, Rye: (914) 835-4466
Birding for Beginners, 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
For those interested in birdwatching, this is a great way to learn some basics. 

Bring binoculars.

Hilltop Hanover Farm & Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 
862-5050

Tea with the Animals, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Adults and kids 6 and older can join us for a mid-morning “cuppa” while they 

meet and learn about the animals on the farm. Harvest and make some scrump-
tious treats for ourselves and the animals to enjoy together for a tea party. $15. 
Also: Dec. 6.

Get details and register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tea-with-the-animals-
tickets-1374334434289?aff=oddtdtcreator

Westchester County Center, White Plains: (914) 995-4050
The 22nd Annual Fall Home Show, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Meet expert exhibitors who specialize in home remodeling, energy-efficient 

solutions and more. See product showcases and interactive exhibits featuring the 
latest innovations. Also, learn about emerging trends in smart-home technology 
and solar energy. Buy tickets at the door: $10 for adults; $8 for seniors 65+; free 
for children under 12. Also: Sunday, Nov. 2, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Get details: https://countycenter.biz/event/2025-fall-westchester-county-
home-show/

Trailside Nature Museum at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation, Cross River: 
(914) 864-7322

Microscope Safari, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Discover the hidden features that make our forests unique! $25 per person; 

free for ages 3 and under.

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720
In Search of Clay: Harvest, Make ’N’ Take, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Let’s harvest natural clay within the Sanctuary’s habitats. You can create items 

of your choice (pots, animals, etc.) and take them home.

Lasdon Public Gardens and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Lasdon Green Squad, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Every Saturday from April to November join the Lasdon Green Squad to keep 

Lasdon Public Gardens looking beautiful. Volunteers will work with Lasdon 
staff on tasks such as invasive species removal, planting, watering, weeding, 
trail maintenance, mulching, trash clean up, and other tasks. For those age 14 
and older.

Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpublicgardens.org/event/lasdon-
green-squad-2-2/2025-11-01/

Lenoir Preserve, Yonkers: (914) 968-5851
Fall Hike to Untermyer, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
All ages can join us for a pleasant 2-mile hike from Lenoir to Untermeyer Gar-

dens, stopping to observe and learn about our region’s natural history. The hike 
leaves Lenoir’s Nature Center promptly at 1:10 p.m.

SUNDAY, NOV. 2

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720
Birding, 7 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Join us on a venture to observe birds that visit the Sanctuary. Meet near Play-

land Lake in the back of the main Playland parking lot. Then, continue to Edith 
Read Sanctuary. Please bring binoculars. Also: Dec. 6.

Lasdon Public Gardens and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Yoga in the Gardens, 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.-$25.
Pre-registration required: https://www.lasdonpublicgardens.org/event/yoga-

in-the-gardens/2025-11-02/

Croton Point Park Nature Center, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290
Project Feeder Watch, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Beginners to experts can join us for a wonderful day of viewing local birds at 

the Nature Center’s feeders. Free. Also: Nov. 9, 16, 23, 30; Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28.

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282
Muscoot Farmers Market and Barnyard Beets, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
The market supports farmers and sustainable efforts in our area, featuring over 

30 local vendors every Sunday until Nov. 16. Shop while listening to live music 
as part of the Barnyard Beets program, with a performance by Soil and Soul 
Band, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Get details: https://www.muscootfarm.org/mar-
kets/

______________________________________________________________
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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK	      					     INDEX NO. 65649/2024
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
_______________________________________________		  Plaintiff designates WESTCHESTER as the place of trial situs of the real property 		

											           SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
												            Mortgaged Premises:
											           114 NORTH 7TH AVENUE, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550
													             Section:  165.61, Block:  1109, Lot:  14

CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAGE, LLC

Plaintiff,
vs.
ASHLEY LINZAN, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS MANAGING MEMBER OF NORTH 7TH HOLDINGS LLC; ARSAN YAKUBOV, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS 

MEMBER OF NORTH 7TH HOLDINGS LLC; DANIEL FUZAILOV, AS SOLE MEMBER OF NORTH WEST MADISON LLC, if living, and if she/he be dead, 
any and all persons unknown to plaintiff, claiming, or who may claim to have an interest in, or general or specific lien upon the real property described in this ac-
tion; such unknown persons being herein generally described and intended to be included in the following designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, 
heirs at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trustees, committees, lienors, and assignees of such deceased, any and 
all persons deriving interest in or lien upon, or title to said real property by, through or under them, or either of them, and their respective wives, widows, husbands, 
widowers, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trustees, committees, lienors and assigns, all of whom and whose names, except as 
stated, are unknown to plaintiff; NORTH 7TH HOLDINGS LLC; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK; NORTH WEST MADISON, LLC; "JANE DOE" - NAME REFUSED AS JOHN DOE #1; JOHN DOE (NAME REFUSED) AS JOHN DOE #2; 
JOHN DOE (NAME REFUSED) AS JOHN DOE #3; JOHN DOE (NAME REFUSED) AS JOHN DOE #4"; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

"JOHN DOE #5" through "JOHN DOE #12," the last twelve names being fictitious and unknown to plaintiff, the persons or parties intended being the tenants, oc-
cupants, persons or corporations, if any, having or claiming an interest in or lien upon the premises, described in the complaint,

		  Defendants.

_______________________________________________
To the above named Defendants

	 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in the above entitled action and to serve a copy of your Answer on the plaintiff’s attorney within 
twenty (20) days of the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service, or within thirty (30) days after service of the same is complete where service is made 
in any manner other than by personal delivery within the State. The United States of America, if designated as a defendant in this action, may answer or appear within 
sixty (60) days of service. Your failure to appear or to answer will result in a judgment against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. In the event 
that a deficiency balance remains from the sale proceeds, a judgment may be entered against you.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT
	 THE OBJECT of the above caption action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure the sum of $250,000.00 and interest, recorded on June 16, 2023, in Instrument 

Number 571313356 and in Liber 600623427 at Page  , of the Public Records of WESTCHESTER County, New York., covering premises known as 114 NORTH 7TH 
AVENUE, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550.

	 The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the premises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage de-
scribed above.

	 WESTCHESTER County is designated as the place of trial because the real property affected by this action is located in said county.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceed-

ing against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer the summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to the mortgage company will not stop the foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING 

THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

Dated:	 October 1st, 2025
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID, CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC
Attorney for Plaintiff, Matthew Rothstein, Esq.
900 Merchants Concourse, Suite 310
Westbury, NY 11590       516-280-7675-10/31
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

and reduce the chance that other girls would have to go through what she went through. It’s a portrait of pain and tragedy, but also a case of how a single person 
brought down Epstein and Maxwell. -“If it weren’t for Virginia, Epstein and Maxwell would still be engaged in sex trafficking,”

“She brought them down and in doing so shined the light on something that too many people ignore too much of the time,” said Boies.
There are still non-believers of Virginia out there claiming that every one of her accusations is false, and her book has not stopped that.
“Just look at American politics today and the kinds of things that people believe today. Epstein had enormous economic, political, and media power. They painted 

this picture of Virginia and convinced a lot of people who weren’t paying attention.”
“If you think about the number of prominent PR people and lawyers whom Epstein hired to attack not only Virginia but all of these victims, it’s tragic and outra-

geous.”  
“So much of their attacks were false. The lawyers kept going around all the way back to 2007-2008, representing to reporters that Epstein had passed a lie detec-

tor test and that he never had sex with underage girls. Their willingness to flat-out lie is extraordinary.”
“They were able to convince a lot of people who weren’t paying attention.”
There has been a recent effort to try to rehabilitate Ghislaine Maxwell, both in the media and in her prison sentence. Virginia’s book refutes that.
“Anyone who has doubts about Maxwell’s culpability should read her deposition from our case. Not all of it (EBT) is public, and it is still an ongoing process. 

But the evidentiary record in our case is overwhelming, and I don’t think even the most ardent conspiracy theorists would have any doubts if they read it.”
What about the call for the release of the government’s Epstein files?   
“There is a discharge petition in the House to release the files, and they are trying to keep one member from being sworn in to prevent that. I think that is reveal-

ing.”
Your trial was the opening of truth and belief in Virginia.
“The number of women who testified at her trial, I think there were 4 or 5 victims, each had a similar story. Maxwell befriended them, brought them in, groomed 

them, and made them available to Epstein and his collaborators.”
Sigrid McCawley, Boies Schiller Flexner managing partner and attorney representing Epstein/Maxwell survivors, said, “Ghislaine Maxwell continues to refuse 

to accept responsibility for the heinous crimes she was convicted of. The record is clear and compelling.  When Maxwell had an audience at her own criminal 
trial in the form of a jury, the people who served on the jury heard the evidence and believed the women, who bravely held her to account and spoke the truth, not 
Maxwell.  That is the only audience that matters.” 

I encourage all of our readers to read Virginia’s book and make their own determination on whether she is telling the truth. I can state without a doubt that I believe 
her story and that I want the Epstein files to be released, regardless of who is named.

Anyone who is being protected by the delay in the release of the Epstein files should have considered their illegal, improper, and immoral actions before they 
took them.

Virginia Guiffre got the last word with her book.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SUNY Board of Trustees and 
Chancellor King Announce the 
Appointment of Dr. Michael 
Steiper as the Seventh President 
of Purchase College

               Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

		  Wise Guys, continued from pg 1-

poker games (most commonly, Texas Hold ’em) in the Eastern District of New York and across the United States.  Co-conspirators in the Scheme included game 
organizers, who arranged for unwitting victims to play in underground illegal poker games that were secretly rigged; suppliers of the rigged cheating technology; 
former professional athletes, who were enlisted as “Face Cards” in the Scheme to entice the victims’ participation in the games; cheating teams who worked together 
using the cheating technology to defraud the victims; money launderers; and members and associates of the Bonanno, Gambino, and Genovese organized crime 
families of LCN, who backed games in the New York area and took a percentage of the crime proceeds from those games.

 LCN members and associates had a foothold in the rigged poker scheme because they had preexisting control over “straight” (i.e., non-rigged) illegal poker 
games in New York City, where some of the rigged poker games also occurred: one that was hosted principally at Lexington Avenue in Manhattan, that was on 
record with the Bonanno family (the “Lexington Avenue Game”); and a second that was hosted principally at Washington Place in Manhattan, that was on record 
with the Gambino family (the “Washington Place Game”).  As part of the schemes, some of the charged defendants and other co-conspirators also committed acts 
of violence, including the robbery and extortion charged in the indictment.

In a typical legitimate poker game, a dealer uses a shuffling machine to shuffle the cards randomly before dealing them to all the players in a particular order.  As 
set forth in the indictment, the rigged games used altered shuffling machines that contained hidden technology allowing the machines to read all the cards in the 
deck.  Because the cards were always dealt in a particular order to the players at the table, the machines could determine which player would have the winning hand.

This information was transmitted to an off-site member of the conspiracy, who then transmitted it via cellphone back to a member of the conspiracy playing at the 
table, referred to as the “Quarterback” or “Driver.”  The Quarterback then secretly signaled this information (usually by prearranged signals like touching certain 
chips or other items on the table) to other co-conspirators playing at the table, who were also participants in the Scheme. 

Collectively, the Quarterback and other players in on the Scheme (i.e., the cheating team) used this information to win poker games against unwitting victims, who 
sometimes lost tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars at a time. The defendants used other cheating technology as well, such as a chip tray analyzer (essentially, 
a poker chip tray that also secretly read all cards using hidden cameras), an X-ray table that could read cards face down on the table, and special contact lenses or 
eyeglasses that could read pre-marked cards.

The defendants and their co-conspirators bet accordingly to ensure that the unsuspecting victims lost money.  Through the rigged poker schemes, the defendants 
caused losses to victims of at least $7 million.

As alleged in the indictment, the Bonanno, Genovese, and Gambino organized crime families of LCN backed the Lexington Avenue Game and the Washington 
Place Game and received a portion of the criminal proceeds from both the “straight” illegal poker games and rigged games run by the organizers of those games.  
In particular, Becher, Zhen Hu, and Trustman—the organizers of the Lexington Avenue Game—were required to make payments to defendants Thomas Gelardo of 
the Bonanno family for the games (rigged or “straight”) that they operated. 

The defendant LOUIS APICELLA, also known as “Lou Ap,” was a resident of New Rochelle, New York, an associate of the Gambino Crime Family of La Cosa 
Nostra (the “Gambino Crime Family”), and a member of the Cheating Teams.

The defendant THOMAS GELARDO, also known as “Juice,” was a resident of Scarsdale, New York, an associate of the Bonanno Crime Family, and later an 
associate of the Genovese Crime Family.

On numerous occasions, certain defendants and their co-conspirators invited the Victims, who were often wealthy, to Rigged Games. To attract the Victims, in 
some instances, well-known former professional athletes participated in the Rigged Poker Scheme and were referred to as “Face Cards.” The Face Cards were 
members of the Cheating Teams and received a portion of the criminal proceeds in exchange for their participation in the Scheme.

The defendants CHAUNCEY BILLUPS and DAMON JONES, both of whom are former professional basketball players, were Face Cards and members of the 
Cheating Teams.

As another example, in or around June and July 2023, several of the defendants participated in Rigged Games at the Lexington Avenue Game, where they defraud-
ed John Doe #1 of approximately $1.8 million using a Rigged Shuffling Machine supplied by the defendants. The defendants, including THOMAS GELARDO, 
received a portion of the criminal proceeds from games involving John Doe #1 on behalf of the Bonanno, Gambino, and Genovese Crime Families.

On several occasions, the defendants, including Gelardo, and their co-conspirators used threats of force and violence to secure the repayment of debts from illegal 
poker games. In or about and between November 2022 and February 2023, the defendants conspired to and did extort John Doe #5, an individual whose identity is 
known to the Grand Jury, to secure the repayment of debt from illegal poker games.

Both Gelardo and Apicella are charged with money laundering, extortion, operation of an illegal gambling business, and wire fraud.
One of the better podcasts on YouTube about Organized Crime in the tri-state area is The Sitdown with Jeff Nadu. Jeff recently posted on X-Twitter about Gelardo, 

including:
“One of the mobsters arrested yesterday in a wild scheme involving poker games and NBA coaches has issues. And I think one of the problems that I noticed with 

some of the defendants in this case, I believe, led to not only investigations into them, but made it pretty easy for the feds to see what was going on here. Generally, 
in fed cases, they begin with a certain informant or a tip. Then they look through the bank accounts of these individuals. I talked to someone with intimate knowledge 
of this case who is in the life. And he told me — this was his quote — f*&%$ Tommy bought all these cars. And essentially, Thomas Gelardo was acting ostenta-
tiously, buying a bunch of stuff and flaunting his wealth.

“Now, according to information that I have, it’s been uncovered that Mr. Gelardo has multiple bank accounts, one of which has at least $500,000 in it, and Mr. 
Gelardo has no source of legitimate income. Throw in the fact that he purchased a Lamborghini SUV with a down payment of over $100,000, which he also makes 
$5,000 monthly payments for that vehicle. Now, this is not the only luxury vehicle that Mr. Gallardo owns. He also has a G-Wagon, which is a nearly $200,000 car, 
and he does not have a job. This is how the feds put this stuff together.

“They look at these defendants. They say to themselves, how does this person have all this stuff? But he doesn’t have a job. Now, this is not the first time Mr. 
Gerardo has been involved with the police and or the feds.

“At one point, about ten years ago, he was dating a woman called Trista Guyer, who was in Playboy and Hustler. And Mr. Gelardo couldn’t take the hint and was 
jailed for repeatedly violating a restraining order that Miss Guyer took out against him in one day, calling her over 60 times. Now, he was arrested in 2013 for al-
legedly assaulting Miss Guyer.

“Due to some of his wild behavior, it’s been discussed that Thomas Gelardo has been chased from New York, which essentially means that no mob family will 
deal with him, including the Bonanno crime family, who at one point were dealing with him. Last I heard, Tommy was down in Florida doing some things,” said 
Jeff Nadu, https://x.com/JeffNadu/status/1981769035038830714.

Good reporting on Apicella can be found on Talk of the Sound and Editor Robert Cox. Cox has reported on Apicella on several occasions over the past ten years 
and writes,

“Apicella’s alleged role in the Scheme comes amid a history of legal troubles dating back more than a decade, including drug possession, theft, time theft from 
his former employer, the New Rochelle Board of Education, and a 2023 guilty plea for disorderly conduct after attempting to run over journalist Robert Cox with 
his vehicle.

“In a detention letter submitted October 23, 2025, to US District Judge Ramon E. Reyes Jr. ahead of the defendants’ arraignments, the US Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of New York requested that Apicella be detained pending trial, citing the serious nature of the charges, strong evidence of guilt, and the risk of 
obstruction by organized crime associates.

“The proof in the case includes, among other things, (1) witness testimony; (2) text messages, photographs, videos, audio recordings, and other materials recov-
ered from cellular telephones and iCloud accounts of the defendants and their co-conspirators; and (3) financial records,” the letter stated.

“Apicella faces charges including conspiracy to commit wire fraud, operation of an illegal gambling business, and related counts under federal statutes such as 18 
U.S.C. §§ 1349, 1955(a), and others, carrying potential penalties of up to 20 years in prison.

“Apicella’s prior record includes a November 19, 2021, arrest by New Rochelle Police for disorderly conduct and petit larceny after allegedly stealing steaks 
worth under $150 from a ShopRite butcher shop.

“Apicella’s criminal history also includes a May 30, 2018, arrest by New York State Police during a traffic stop on I-95 in New Rochelle as part of the “Buckle Up 
New York” campaign. Officers found 46.3 grams of marijuana and a 500 ml bottle of concentrated cannabis oil strewn about his vehicle, charging him with fifth-
degree criminal possession of marijuana, a Class B misdemeanor, and seventh-degree criminal possession of a controlled substance, a Class A misdemeanor, plus a 
seat belt violation,” writes Cox, who was subjected to Apicella’s threats and attempts to harm him. https://talkofthesound.com/2025/10/23/gambino-mob-associate-
former-new-rochelle-schools-employee-louis-sloppy-louie-apicella-facing-multiple-federal-charges-in-rigged-poker-scheme/

US Attorney  Joseph Nocella, Jr said, “As alleged, members and associates of organized crime families fixed illegal poker games as part of a highly sophisticated 
and lucrative fraud scheme to cheat victims out of millions of dollars and conspired with others to perpetrate their frauds,” stated United States Attorney Nocella.  
“Well-known former NBA players and former professional athletes acted as ‘Face Cards’ to lure unsuspecting victims to high-stakes poker games, where they were 
then at the mercy of concealed technology, including rigged shuffling machines and specially designed contact lenses and sunglasses to read the backs of playing 
cards, which ensured that the victims would lose big.  Today’s indictment and arrests sound the final buzzer for these cheaters.”

“Over 30 people were arrested and charged for their alleged roles in criminal schemes to rig illegal poker games to win large amounts of money. These individu-
als used technology and deceit to scam innocent victims out of millions of dollars – eventually funneling money to La Casa Nostra and enriching one of the most 
notorious criminal networks in the world,” stated FBI Director Kash Patel. 

Bettors who were defrauded in the rigged games may be victims under the Mandatory Victims Restitution Act.  If you believe you were a victim of the scheme, 
please contact 1-800-CALLFBI.
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By Dan Murphy 

Westchester District Attorney Susan Cacace kicked off her inaugural Civilian 
Hero Awards by honoring a father and daughter who simply stood up and did the 
right thing.

Armando and Shayla Gramajo were recognized for the heroic actions they took 
in May of 2024 to save a woman who was being attacked by her husband. Ar-
mando’s quick thinking and bravery enabled him to stop the attack and call for his 
daughter Shayla — a physician assistant student at the time — to administer aid. 

This remarkable act of selflessness and courage allowed the victim, who joined 
Cacace and her two protectors at the press conference, to live. 

Carlos Obed-Tovar was in the middle of a violent rage. He was stabbing his 
wife to death in White Plains when Armando stepped forward to stop the attack, 
and Shayla made a makeshift tourniquet to stop the bleeding until emergency aid 
could arrive. 

“She survived that day because two strangers, knowing nothing of the dispute 
at hand, did something no one asked them to do. They did something that placed 
them in the way of a knife-wielding assailant. They intervened and saved her life,” 
said Cacace. 

Armando Gramajo is a Guatemalan-born bus driver who served in the Army. 
When he heard the woman’s cry for help he commanded Obed-Tovar to stop and 
he did. 

Armando said, “I say, God thank you we were there when it happened.” We are 
all deeply thankful for what you did, which should set an example for all of us to 
do something or say something when you see someone in danger.  Both you and 
your daughter have set an incredible example for our country. 

_______________________________________________________________

Westchester DA Cacace Presents Civilian Hero Awards to Gramajo Family 

Armando and Shayla Gramajo, holding plaques, with Westchester DA Susan 
Cacace, right, and  Carolin, left, whose live was saved by the Gramajo’s hero-
ism.


