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By Dan Murphy

	 Yonkers	blogger	Hezi	Aris	has	settled	a	defamation	lawsuit	昀椀led	against	him	
by	three	Yonkers	Police	o昀케cers	by	admitting	that	the	many	columns	he	penned	about	
Yonkers PBA President Det. Keith Olson, former Yonkers Police Commissioner 
John Mueller and retired YPD Det. Sgt. Brian Moran were fabrication, lies and fake 
news.

	 The	 full	 retraction	 and	 personal	 apology	 from	 the	 self-proclaimed	 “acid-
tongue blogger” Hezi Aris and his Yonkers Tribune website, (Yonkerstribune.com), 
are	another	embarrassment	for	the	blogger	who	used	to	keep	Yonkers	elected	o昀케-
cials	and	city	employees	in	fear	through	his	posts,	and	the	negative	and	blasphemous	
posts	he	allowed	below	his	stories.

	 As	a	condition	of	the	settlement,	Mr.	Aris	has	agreed	to	prominently	publish	
his	public	retraction	and	apology	on	the	front	page	of	his	Yonkers	Tribune	website	
for	at	 least	 thirty	days.	As	 further	conditions	of	 the	agreement,	Aris	must	perma-
nently	purge	all	the	defamatory	articles	from	the	website,	delete	all	defamatory	and	
inappropriate	 comments	 from	 the	 anonymous	 comments	 sections	which	 followed	
the articles, and make a donation in an undisclosed amount to a Yonkers-based char-
ity.

	 From	2013	to	2019,	Hezi	Aris	published	a	series	of	articles	ironically	entitled	“The	Blue	
Truth.”  The articles focused almost entirely on false allegations of criminal and unethical acts 

allegedly	committed	by	Olson,	Moran	and	then-YPD	Deputy	Chief	Mueller.	In	early	2019,	the	
three	plainti昀昀s	昀椀led	a	multi-count	defamation	lawsuit	in	New	York	State	Supreme	Court,	seeking	
to	hold	Aris	and	the	Yonkers	Tribune	accountable	for	the	libelous	publications.	Almost	immedi-
ately,	attorneys	for	Mr.	Aris,	led	by	noted	attorney	Michael	Sussman,		昀椀led	a	motion	to	dismiss	the	
lawsuit,		claiming	among	other	things	that	it	was	a	“SLAPP”	lawsuit.	That motion was swiftly 
denied.

	 In	June	of	2021,	in	another	victory	for	the	plainti昀昀s,	Supreme	Court	Justice	Joan	Lefkow-

itz	ruled	that	Hezi	Aris	was	not	a	journalist	entitled	to	the	protection	of	the	so-called	journalist	
“shield	law”,	and	therefore	was	required	to	reveal	the	identities	of	his	claimed	“sources”	for	the	
Blue	Truth	articles.	When	forced	to	reveal	his	sources	for	these	false	and	defamatory	stories,	Aris	
identi昀椀ed	long-time	source	YPD	Det.	Raymond Montero, Yonkers Police Commissioner 
Charles Gardner and others. All sources named by Aris had a long and established 
history	of	personal	and	professional	animosity	toward	plainti昀昀s.

Westchester Blogger Admits to Writing Lies 

About Yonkers Police in Defamation Settlement 

Former Police Commissioner Charles Gardner Fed Blogger 
Hezi Aris Some of the Written “Fake News” About Fellow Cops

If Cape Cod & Massachusetts Can Do It-

WhyCan’t We Save the Hudson? From Holtec 
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 County Police Arrest Ghost Gun Maker in       

Cortlandt; Gives Insight Into How they are Made 

 Westchester County Police arrested a Cortlandt man today and charged him 
with	manufacturing	and	possessing	untraceable	“ghost	guns”	in	his	home.

	 The	arrest	was	the	result	of	a	multi-agency	investigation	that	also	involved	
the New York State Police, FBI Westchester Safe Streets Task Force, U.S. Attorney’s 
O昀케ce	for	the	Southern	District	of	New	York		and	the	Putnam	County	Sheri昀昀’s	De-
partment.

Nicholas	Zito,	22,	of	Langeloth	Drive	was	taken	into	custody	at	his	home	shortly	
before 9 a.m.  The items seized from his residence were:

·									three	loaded	昀椀rearms	lacking	serial	numbers;
·									four	un昀椀nished/non-serialized	frames	for	昀椀rearms;
·									23	high-capacity	ammunition	magazines	and	ammunition.

Zito	was	allegedly	using	a	3D	printer	to	manufacture	the	ghost	guns,	which	con-
tain	no	serial	numbers	and	are	untraceable	when	recovered	following	the	commission	

Hezi Aris

On	Aug.	11,	Congressman	Mike	Lawler	and	Congressman	
Marc Molinaro released the following statement after sending 
a	letter	to	Governor	Hochul	asking	her	for	a	detailed	plan	re-
garding	the	scheduled	dumping	of	radioactive	water	from	the	
decommissioned Indian Point Energy Center into the Hudson 
River.

“It	is	simply	beyond	comprehension	that	Governor	Hochul	
would	not	have	a	concrete	plan	regarding	 the	scheduled	dis-
charge	and	dumping	of	radioactive	water	from	Indian	Point	into	
the	Hudson	River,”	said	Congressman	Lawler.	“She	should	be	
exploring	every	option	and	it	is	simply	unfathomable	that	her	
administration	does	not	have	a	plan	at	this	stage.”

“Governor	 Hochul	 must	 provide	 answers	 regarding	 the	
status	of	S6893	-	which	passed	through	the	State	Legislature	
months	ago,	her	plans	to	retain	the	critical	union	jobs	that	are	
hosted	at	the	site	of	the	plant,	and	any	measures	her	team	has	
put	 in	place	regarding	the	potential	dumping	of	 this	radioac-
tive	 water	 into	 the	 Hudson	 River,”	 concluded	 Congressman	
Lawler.	“My	constituents	in	the	17th	District	and	the	residents	
of	the	Hudson	Valley	deserve	nothing	less.”

“I’ve	spent	decades	昀椀ghting	to	clean	up	the	Hudson	River.	
We	cannot	 take	a	step	backward.	I	urge	Governor	Hochul	 to	
sign	legislation	into	law	to	prevent	radioactive	waste	from	be-
ing	dumped	 into	 the	Hudson	River,”	 said	Congressman	Mo-
linaro.	 “This	 is	 a	 commonsense	 step	 to	preserve	 this	natural	
treasure.”

Congressman	Lawler	has	previously	criticized	Holtec	International	
for	the	lack	of	transparency	in	its	decommissioning	of	Indian	Point	En-

ergy Center	in	Buchanan	and	had	urged	them	to	evaluate	all	pos-
sible	options	for	the	safe	removal	of	radioactive	wastewater.	

“It	is	imperative	that	Holtec	operate	with	transparency	and	
that	the	decommissioning	of	Indian	Point	is	done	in	an	envi-
ronmentally	responsible	way	that	does	not	disrupt	our	Hudson	
Valley	communities	or	soil	our	beautiful	Hudson	River,”	Rep-
resentative	Lawler	said	earlier	this	year.	

_____________________________________________

   Congressman Lawler Ask Gov. Hochul What’s            

the Plan on Hudson River Radioactive Dump? 

 The	news	last	month	that	the	Massachusetts	Department	of	Environmental	Protection	had	denied	
a	permit	for	Holtec	to	dump	one	million	gallons	of	nuclear	waste	into	Cape	Cod	Bay	is	good	news	for	the	
many	in	Westchester	who	are	trying	to	get	Governor	Kathy	Hochul	to	sign	a	bill	passed	in	June,	which	
also	would	deny	Holtec	the	right	to	dump	one	million	gallons	of	toxic	waste	into	the	Hudson	River.	

On	July	24,	Holtec	was	denied	a	Massachusetts	permit	to	discharge	1.1	million	gallons	of	irradiated	
industrial	wastewater	rather	than	store	it	on	site	or	transport	it	to	an	o昀昀	site	storage	facility.	“Holtec	owns	
plants	around	the	country,	so	I	think	Massachusetts	will	lead	the	way	for	Holtec	to	take	safer	actions	for	
decommissioning. It’s excellent news not just for Massachusetts but for the entire country,” said Massa-
chusetts State Sen. Susan Moran.

The	e昀昀ort	to	get	Hochul	to	sign	the	bill	before	Holtec	begins	their	planned	dumping	in	September	or	
October continued this week, with a rally in White Plains. Westchester State Senators Shelley Mayer and 
Pete	Harckham,	Assembly	members	Dana	Levenberg,	MaryJane	Shimsky,	Chris	Burdick,	County	Legis-
lator Ben Boykin were in attendance. 

	 After	 the	event,	Levenberg	announced	 that	a	 total	of	29	members	of	 the	NYS	Assembly	have	
signed	a	letter	urging	Governor	Kathy	Hochul	to	sign	Assembly	Bill	7208/Senate	Bill	6893:		“I	am	so	
grateful	to	my	colleagues	for	standing	with	our	Hudson	Valley	communities	and	urging	Governor	Hochul	
to	sign	the	‘Save	the	Hudson’	bill.	By	standing	up	for	the	Hudson	River,	we	are	making	it	clear	that	we	
will	insist	on	the	highest	possible	safety	standards	for	all	of	New	York’s	waterways.	We	are	demonstrating	
that	private	interests	should	think	twice	before	assuming	they	can	treat	our	rivers	like	dumping	grounds.”	

	 Assembly	member	Levenberg	and	Senator	Harckham	sponsored	the	legislation	to	Save	the	Hud-
son,	which	passed	the	Senate	Unanimously	and	passed	the	Assembly	by	a101-44	margin.	The	pressure	on	

Save the Hudson from Holtec Rally in White Plains with elected o昀케cials and advocates

above: Ghost Guns seized 

in Cortlandt Manor 

left: 3D Printer used to 

help make Ghost Guns
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Provides	Support	for	Veteran-led	Disaster	Relief	Organization	Team	Rubicon

	PXG,	a	company	dedicated	to	developing	the	world’s	昀椀	nest	golf	equipment	and	
apparel,	today	announced	a	one-million-dollar	donation	to	Team	Rubicon,	a	veteran-
led	disaster	 relief	organization.	The	 funds	will	 support	Team	Rubicon’s	ability	 to	
provide	immediate	support	in	Maui,	Hawaii.

By	pairing	the	skills	and	experiences	of	military	veterans	with	昀椀	rst	responders,	
medical	professionals,	and	technology	solutions,	the	organization	mobilizes	highly	
trained	teams	to	provide	the	greatest	impact	possible.

“Team	Rubicon	quickly	coordinates	and	deploys	trained	military	veterans,	昀椀	rst	
responders,	and	civilians	as	volunteers	for	disaster	relief	e昀昀	orts,”	PXG	Founder	and	
CEO	Bob	Parsons	stated.	“We	have	witnessed	the	dedicated	volunteers	who	make	
up	its	ranks	fall	in	to	embrace	and	empower	devastated	communities.	Today,	we	look	
to	bolster	their	e昀昀	orts	in	Maui	and	help	their	boots	on	the	ground	to	do	what	they	
do best.”

“In	the	past	ten	years,	Team	Rubicon	has	built	a	dedicated	team	of	over	1,000	
Greyshirt	volunteer	leaders	in	Hawaii.	Currently,	we	have	boots	on	the	ground	and	
are	in	close	communication	with	local	authorities	and	emergency	managers	to	o昀昀	er	
our	immediate	help	in	shelter	set	ups,	food	distribution,	donation	management	and	
distribution,	and	sta昀昀		for	the	local	Emergency	Operation	Center,”	said	Art	delaCruz,	
Team	Rubicon	CEO.	“We	are	extremely	grateful	 to	our	partners	at	PXG	for	 their	
unwavering	commitment	to	supporting	those	in	need.”

To	learn	more	about	Team	Rubicon	and	昀椀	nd	out	how	you	can	help	visit,www.
TeamRubiconUSA.org.

Founded	by	entrepreneur	and	self-proclaimed	golf	nut	Bob	Parsons,	PXG	em-
bodies	his	belief	that	every	new	product	–	from	golf	clubs	to	sport	fashion	apparel	
–	should	be	markedly	better.	Every	innovation	should	noticeably	improve	your	per-
formance.	And	every	moment	of	impact	should	elevate	your	enjoyment.	

Today,	PXG	o昀昀	ers	a	complete	lineup	of	right-	and	left-handed	golf	clubs,	as	well	
as	high-performance,	sport	fashion	apparel,	and	accessories.	The	Westchester	PXG	
store in located in New Rochelle at 100 Nardozzi Pl. For more information about 
PXG	visit,	www.PXG.com.

_____________________________________________________________

Sullivan County Property

ONLINE AUCTION
FREE Brochure, visit web site or call

NYSAuctions.com
ABSOLUTE AUCTIONS & REALTY, Inc.  |  (800) 243-0061

Homes, Vacant Land, Seasonal 
& Commercial Property 

Tax Foreclosures, 2 Day Auction:

Wednesday, September 6 & 

Thursday, September 7 @ 9:30AM

Town of Cortlandt Property

NYSAuctions.com
ABSOLUTE AUCTIONS & REALTY, Inc. (800) 243-0061

Boat Slip, Home & Land Tax Foreclosures
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION ENDING - Wednesday, August 30 @ 10AM

   PXG Announces $1M Donation to Help          

  Maui Disaster Relief Eff orts 
     Westchester BOL Bursts 8-Foot Personal          

 Bubble Zone Outside Abortion Facilities

On	Aug.	7,	by	a	13-3	vote,	the	Westchester	County	Board	of	Legislators	
repealed	a	portion	of	 the	Reproductive	Health	Care	Facilities	Act,	passed	by	 the	
BOL	in	2022,	and	signed	into	law	by	County	Executive	George	Latimer,	after	the	
US	Supreme	Court	overturned	Roe	v	Wade.	Legislators	removed	requiring	pro-life	
adocates	to	stay	8	feet	away	persons	entering	and	leaving	health	care	facilities	in	
Westchester	that	o昀昀	er	abortion	services.

Westchester	resident	Debra	Vitagliano	has	sued	Westchester	County	over	the	
bubble	zone,	and	her	case	in	proceeding	through	the	Federal	Courts,	possibly	land-
ing	 in	 the	 US	 Supreme	 court	 this	 fall.	 https://yonkerstimes.com/bol-considers-
amending-reproductive-facilities-access-act-as-vitagliano-v-westchestercounty-
heads-toward-us-supreme-court/

There	was	very	little	debate	in	the	BOL	chamber	before	the	vote.	County	Leg-
islator	James	Nolan	asked	for	the	vote	to	be	tabled	because	he	feared	that	it	would	
add	to	the	possibility	of	Westchester	county	getting	sued	over	the	law	and	the	bub-
ble	zone	provision.	Nolan,	and	legislators	Margaret	Cunzio	and	Catherine	Borgia	
voted	no.	Legislator	Colin	Smith	said	that	the	changes	to	the	law	were	being	made	
because of concerns about how the 8 foot zone would be enforced. Smith added that 
no	enforcement	e昀昀	orts	have	been	made	to	date.

Abortion	rights	group	Planned	Parenthood	Hudson	Peconic	told	News	12,	“The	
bubble	zone	provision	of	the	legislation	was	unenforceable,	and	therefore	disrupts	
the	integrity	of	the	legislation’s	overall	ability	to	achieve	its	goal	of	protecting	pa-
tients	of	 reproductive	health	care	 facilities.	Repealing	 the	bubble	zone	provision	
will,	in	fact,	strengthen	the	Reproductive	Health	Care	Facilities	Act	by	making	the	
protections	of	the	law	more	concrete	and	clearer	for	all	people	to	understand.”

Pro-life	advocates	declared	victory	after	the	vote	and	claimed	that	the	change	
to	the	bubble	zone	provision	will	not	stop	the	case	from	proceeding,	or	protect	the	
county	from	liability.	The	intent	of	the	bubble	zone	provision	was	to	protect	women	
entering	or	leaving	from	pro-life	counselors	who	wanted	to	discuss	other	alterna-
tives.

The	vote	by	 the	BOL	 follows	a	 lawsuit	by	Thomas	More	Society	on	behalf	
of	the	national	organization	40	Days	for	Life,	a	local	vigil	group,	White	Plains	40	
Days	for	Life,	and	two	individual	pro-life	sidewalk	counselors.

“The	bubble	zone	was	unconstitutional	the	moment	the	board	passed	it,”	said	
Christopher	Ferrara,	Thomas	More	Society	Senior	Counsel.	“This	is	indeed	a	vic-
tory	for	free	speech,	and	for	pro-life	advocacy.	Those	who	seek	to	defend	the	right	
to	life	are	constitutionally	guaranteed	the	freedom	to	speak	their	mind,	and	shame	
on	any	governmental	unit	that	attempts	to	curtail	that	freedom.”

He	noted	that	the	Dobbs	decision,	reversing	Roe	v.	Wade	last	year,	expressly	
criticized	Hill	v.	Colorado—a	prior	United	States	Supreme	Court	decision	that	up-
held a similar bubble zone. Since Hill was decided in 2000, the United States Su-
preme	Court	has	implicitly	recognized	that	“bubble	zones”	around	abortion	facili-
ties	are	unconstitutional	and	casted	doubt	on	the	precedent	set	in	Hill—even	before	
the	2022	Dobbs	called	it	a	“distortion”	of	First	Amendment	law.

Also	interesting	was	Legislator	Catherine	Borgia’s	no	vote,	joining	the	Repub-
lican	Nolan	and	Conservative	Cunzio	in	voting	no.	Borgia	authored	the	Reproduc-
tive	Health	Care	Facilities	Act.

The	changes	to	the	law	will	not	impact	the	case	making	its	way	to	the	US	Su-
preme	Court.	 Joe	Davis,	 from	Becket,	 the	 law	昀椀	rm	representing	Vitagliano,	said	
“We	are	happy	to	see	an	unjust	law	repealed,	but	it’s	too	late	for	having	to	answer	
for breaking the law.”

 Other discussions about the Bill include whether or not legislators were ad-
vised	by	counsel	about	the	legal	issues	with	the	Reproductive	Health	Care	Facilities	
Act,	and	the	bubble	zone,	and	what	if	any	impact	that	will	have	on	future	litigation.

_____________________________________________________________

Save the Hudson, continued from pg 1-

Governor	Hochul	now	includes	a	larger	coaltion	of	elected	o昀케		cials.	State	Sen-
ator	Shelley	Mayer	who	also	attended	the	rally	said,	“Terri昀椀	c	crowd	gathered	at	
Westchester	County	Center	to	urge	Governor	Hochul	to	sign	the	Save	the	Hudson	
bill,	which	passed	both	the	Senate	and	Assembly	and	which	will	prevent	nuclear	
power	 company	 Holtec	 International	 from	 releasing	 radioactive	 waste	 into	 the	
Hudson	River.	I	thank	my	colleagues	Senator	Pete	Harckham	and	Assemblywom-
an	Dana	Levenberg	for	sponsoring	this	important	bill,	as	well	as	the	activists	of	the	
Stop	Holtec	Coalition	for	昀椀	ghting	for	our	river	and	our	communities.”

More	than	400,000	New	Yorkers	have	signed	a	petition	urging	Hochul	to	sign	
the	Save	Our	Hudson	Bill.	

Now	that	Massachusetts	Governor	Maura	Healy’s	administration	has	denied	
Holtec’s	permit,	many	in	Westchester,	and	almost	every	elected	democrat	in	West-
chester, is watching with interest what Hochul will do? Or they are asking what is 
Hochul waiting for? 

In	June,	members	of	the	Carpenters	Union,	apparently	at	the	urging	of	Holtec,	
came	out	 against	 the	Save	our	Hudson	bill,	 claiming	 that	 the	halt	on	 toxic	dis-
charge into the hudson will cost their members construction jobs at the Indian 
Point facility in Buchanan. 

Levenberg	and	others	have	challenged	that	assumption,	and	point	to	the	many	
other	unions	who	support	her	and	Harckham’s	legislation.	“I	heard	repeatedly	that	
there	is	plenty	of	work	to	be	done	at	various	points	during	the	decommissioning	
process.	If	this	is	the	case,	why	are	workers	being	told	that	their	jobs	are	at	stake?	
This	appears	to	be	an	attempt	to	enlist	labor	in	an	e昀昀	ort	to	sti昀氀	e	public	discussion	
of	our	options,”	

	 Others	have	pointed	out	that	if	Holtec	decides	to	story	the	waste	on	site	in	
Buchanan for 12 years, which will cut its toxicity by 50%, more construction jobs 
will	be	created	to	build	the	storage	required.	

“Public	 perception	 of	 a	 polluted,	 hazardous	 river	will	 undermine	 our	 local	
economy	in	various	ways,	harming	property	values,	business	interests,	and	much	
more.	More	than	30	municipalities	and	thousands	of	my	constituents	have	reached	
out	to	my	o昀케		ce	to	oppose	the	plan	to	discharge	nuclear	waste	into	the	Hudson.”

If	Hochul	signs	 the	bill,	 it	 is	 likely	 that	Holtec	will	昀椀	le	a	 lawsuit	against	 it.	
Levenberg	said	“we	believe	that	a	state	has	the	right	to	restrict	or	permit	discharge	
that	 impacts	 the	 local	economy.	We	believe	we	have	a	 leg	 to	stand	on	with	our	
legislation,	and	that	the	state	is	not	preempted	from	taking	this	action.	

Hochul	has	until	the	end	of	the	year	to	“call	up”	a	bill	for	her	to	either	sign	or	
veto.	

_____________________________________________________________

A protestor arrested      
outside of a White Plains 
clinic in 2021



 FRIDAY AUGUST 18, 2023- WESTCHESTER RISING -PAGE 3 

     #4

    Westchester Rising  
PO	Box	705,	Yonkers	NY	10702-914-815-1388.		Proudly	serving	the	the	people	of	Westchester	with	
hyperlocal	news.	Member	NY	Press	Association.		Legal	notice	inquiries	to:	risinglegalnotice@gmail.
com.			Daniel	Murphy,	Publisher	&	Editor	in	Chief,	dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com.	Bayan	Baker,	
Assistant	to	the	Editor	in	Chief		risingmediagroup@gmail.com.		
__________________________________________________________________________________

Formation	of	TRUIH	LLC	昀椀	led	with	the	Secy.	of	State	of	NY	(SSNY)	on	8/15/2023.		O昀케		ce	loc.:		
Westchester	County.	SSNY	designated	as	agent	of	LLC	upon	whom	process	against	it	may	be	served.		
The	address	SSNY	shall	mail	process	to	Lawrence	Rebbecchi,	550	Green	Dolphin	Dr.,	Placida,	FL	
33946.		Purpose:			Any	lawful	activity.				
________________________________________________________________________________

By Eric Wolf Schoen
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DA Rocah Charges Two Men with Sex Assaults 

Against Teens in Rye, North White Plains 

Two	men	charged	with	sexually	assaulting	teens	in	three	separate	June	in-
cidents in Rye, North White Plains

 On Aug. 14, Westchester County District Attorney Miriam E. Rocah an-
nounced the arraignments of two men charged on indictments with sexually as-
saulting	teenagers	in	three	separate	incidents	during	June	in	Rye	and	North	White	
Plains. 

	 DA	Rocah	said:	“We	are	committed	to	supporting	and	assisting	these	young	
victims	of	sexual	violence	and	seeking	full	accountability	of	the	defendants.	Mean-
while	the	vigilant	work	of	our	local	police	and	the	DA’s	O昀케		ce	investigators	con-
tinue	to	keep	Westchester	safe.”	

	 People	v.	Richard	Olmino	
 Richard Olmino, 21 of Port Chester, was charged in an 18-count indict-

ment returned by a Westchester County Grand Jury, with sexually assaulting two 
teenagers	during	two	separate	June	attacks	in	Rye.	The	defendant	was	arraigned	on	
Aug.	8	before	Westchester	County	Court	Judge	George	E.	Fu昀椀	dio	on	the	following	
charges: 

·									Attempted	Rape	in	the	First	Degree	
·									Attempted	Criminal	Sexual	Act	in	the	First	Degree	
·         Two counts of Criminal Sexual Act in the First Degree 
·         Four counts of Sexual Abuse in the First Degree 
·         Endangering the Welfare of a Child 
·									Four	counts	of	Robbery	in	the	Third	Degree,	a	sexually	motived	felony	
·									Two	counts	of	Grand	Larceny	in	the	Fourth	Degree	
·									Three	counts	of	Unlawful	Imprisonment	in	the	Second	Degree	

	 According	to	the	indictment,	on	June	23	at	approximately	12	a.m.,	the	de-
fendant allegedly threatened a 16-year-old jogger in Rye Town Park saying he had 
a	knife	before	tackling	her	to	the	ground,	exposing	himself	and	sexually	assaulting	
her.	A	security	guard	in	the	area	interrupted	the	attack	and	the	defendant	allegedly	
昀氀	ed	the	scene	leaving	behind	his	phone.	

	 City	of	Rye	police,	assisted	by	county	police	and	federal	agents,	utilized	the	
defendant’s	phone	to	identify	and	locate	him	leading	to	his	arrest	on	June	24.	At	a	
June	25	arraignment	in	Rye	City	Court,	Judge	Valerie	A.	Livingston	remanded	the	
defendant	to	Westchester	County	Jail	as	he	had	two	open	warrants	in	Connecticut	
for	public	lewd	acts	and	a	pending	criminal	case	in	Su昀昀	olk	County.	

	 DNA	evidence	from	the	June	23	incident	linked	the	defendant	to	a	June	3	
incident	where,	at	approximately	1:36	a.m.,	 the	defendant	allegedly	sexually	as-
saulted	 an	 18-year-old	who	was	walking	 home	 from	 an	 after-prom	 party	 in	 the	
vicinity	of	Rye	High	School.	

 Prosecutors charged the defendant, who remains in custody, for both June 
incidents in the Aug. 8 indictment in Westchester County Court. His next court date 
is Aug. 22.  

	 The	 case	 is	 being	 prosecuted	 by	 the	 Special	 Prosecutions	Division	 Sex	
Crimes	Bureau	Assistant	District	Attorney	Mollie	O’Rourke	and	Special	Prosecu-
tions	Deputy	Division	Chief	Michelle	Lopez.	

People	v.	Jose	Mejia	Lopez	
 In an indictment returned by a Westchester County Grand Jury, Jose Mejia 

Lopez,	32,	was	charged	for	attacking	a	teenager	at	knifepoint	in	North	White	Plains	
and	forcibly	kissing	the	victim	before	昀氀	eeing	and	resisting	arrest.	He	was	arraigned	
Aug.14 before Westchester County Court Judge Susan Cacace on the following 

Richard Olmino

What	do	the	#4	and	Lou	Gehrig	and	Donald	Trump	have	in	common?	Geh-
rig’s	#4	on	his	uniform	was	retired,	and	Trump	has	4	indictments	against	him.	Geh-
rig’s	#4	was	the	昀椀	rst	number	to	be	taken	out	of	service,	and	if	 the	4	indictments	
against	Trump	hold	up,	he	will	be	the	昀椀	rst	President	to	be	convicted	out	of	o昀케		ce.	

	 Here	we	go	again	folks	it’s	indictment	time.	This	time	it’s	Trump,	Giuliani	
and	18	other	defendants.	18	is	Chai	in	Hebrew	the	word	for	life.	Multiples	of	this	
number	are	considered	good	luck	and	are	often	used	in	gift	giving.	Could	the	18	in	
this	situation	mean	good	luck?	Could	the	18x2=	36	be	considered	good	luck	espe-
cially	when	it	it	come	to	gift	giving.	Oh	wait,	wrong	family.	That’s	the	Biden	family	
with millions of dollars in gifts. 

	 Where	is	this	all	going.	Hunter	Biden,	Joe	Biden,	Donald	Trump,	Rudy	for	
both	families	the	madness	is	on	a	daily	basis.	Laptops,	schmaptops	everybody	has	
something	to	see	except	the	American	people	who	will	be	paying	the	legal	bills.	
Everybody	has	something	they	have	‘discovered’	but	we	see	nothing.	It’s	all	simply	
a case of ‘show me the money!’ But nobody shows us anything. But before you see 
the money the deals are made. 

	 Who	do	you	think	is	paying	for	the	housing	for	the	asylum	seekers.	Their	3	
square	meals	a	day.	Transportation,	clothing	you	name	it	our	New	York	City	fathers	
are	paying	for	it	all.	The	folks	from	Venezuela	are	getting	homemade	Venezuelan	
meals while the folks in homeless shelters get nothing of the such. 

	 We	have	to	step	up	to	the	plate	and	put	pressure	on	our	legislators	to	stop	
this	craziness.	They	are	spending	billions	of	dollars	that	they	should	be	spending	on	
us	on	our	visitors	from	abroad.	

Briefs:
	 With	2	weeks	left	in	the	swim	season,	the	Board	of	Health	is	requiring	14	

year	olds	and	younger	to	have	a	parent	with	them	when	they	want	to	swim	in	Coun-
ty	pools	as	of	August	16.	 I	have	no	problem	with	 the	concept.	However,	People	
have	pool	parties	planned.	Why	did	they	not	do	this	at	the	beginning	of	the	swim	
season? They announced it on July 17 for August 16 start. Could they be doing this 
because of a shortage of lifeguards at the end of the season? 

	 Florida	 Governor	 and	 Presidential	 Candidate	 Ron	 DeSantis	 has	 put	 his	
name	on	campaign	t-shirts	on	the	front	with	‘He	Wants	to	Get	Things	Done’	on	the	
back.	The	front	letters	are	so	big	people	wonder	if	he	knows	his	name!

	 A	study	shows	that	52%	of	Americans	are	drinking	alcohol,	an	amount	up	
from	previous	years.	

	 The	Mets	spent	so	much	money	on	the	team	for	the		the	2023	season	and	
look where it got them! 

 Between Beyoncé , Taylor Swift and Barbie on stage and screen, some in 
the	entertainment	industry	are	proclaiming	2023	as	the	Year	of	the	Women!	

 There is this crazy idea out there that Inhaling marijuana smoke is less dan-
gerous	than	inhaling		cigarette	smoke.	The	studies	on	marijuana	are	not	as	extensive	
as	cigarettes,	but	with	all	the	states	making	marijuana	legal	count	on	pressure	from	
the	public	to	昀椀	nd	the	answer	to	this	question.	

 BONUS: After our story about Target at Cross County Center and its’ lack 
of	opening	after	close	to	2	years	of	construction,	as	we	go	to	press	the	big	red	circles	
are	being	painted	on	the	facade	of	the	store	and	it	looks	like	Yonkers	will	have	a	
Target in the not too distant future. 

	 Listen	to	Eric	Schoen	on	the	Westchester	Rising	Radio	Show	Thursday’s	
from 10-11 a.m. On WVOX 1460 AM, go to WVOX.com and click the arrow to 
listen	to	the	live	stream	or	download	the	WVOX	app	from	the	App	Store	free	of	
charge.	Reach	him	at	thistooisyonkers@aol.com.

    continued on pg 2-
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  Man Sentenced to 25 Years-Life 

for Execution Style Murder in Yonkers 

  Get In On the Action at the Civil War 

  Soldier Experience at Lasdon Park  

 Children	ages	7	through	12	can	witness	living	history	and	have	fun	while	
learning	about	the	lives	of	Civil	War	soldiers	and	their	families	at	the	Civil	War	Sol-
dier	Experience.	The	four	sessions	will	take	place	on	Saturday	and	Sunday,	August	
26	and	27,	at	Lasdon	Park	and	Arboretum	in	Katonah.	This	outdoor	event	will	again	
be	organized	and	run	by	Battery	“B”	First	Rhode	Island	Light	Artillery	Regiment,	
an	artillery	battery	that	served	in	the	Union	Army.

	 Each	two-hour	session	will	consist	of	educational,	fun-昀椀lled	activities	and	
demonstrations,	and	end	with	the	昀椀ring	of	an	authentic	Civil	War	cannon.

	 Each	participant	will	create	and	take	home	his	or	her	own	thaumatrope,	an	
optical	illusion	toy	that	was	popular	in	the	19th	century,	as	well	as	a	personalized	
certi昀椀cate	and	an	o昀케cial	Lasdon	embroidered	patch.

	 Two	sessions	are	o昀昀ered	on	both	days:	10	a.m.	to	noon	and	1:30	p.m.	to	
3:30	p.m.	on	Saturday	and	Sunday,	August	26	and	27.

	 Registration	is	required	for	participation.	Learn	more	and	at	the	Friends	of	
Lasdon	Park	and	Arboretum	website.	Lasdon	Park,	Arboretum	and	Veterans	Me-
morial is a Westchester County Park on Route 35 in Somers. The GPS address is 
2610 Amawalk Road, Katonah, NY 10536.
____________________________________________________________

On Aug. 14m Westchester County District Attorney Miriam E. Rocah announced 
that	a	New	Castle,	Delaware	man	was	sentenced	to	25	years	to	life	in	state	prison	for	
the 2021 murder of 22-year-old Jabree West, of Wilmington, Delaware.  

DA	Rocah	said:	“Due	to	the	tireless	e昀昀orts	of	our	prosecutors	and	law	enforce-
ment	partners,	justice	has	been	served	for	this	ruthless	and	cold-blooded	murder.”	

After a four-week trial in June, a jury found Eric Williams, 24, guilty of Murder 
in	the	Second	Degree	and	Criminal	Possession	of	a	Weapon	in	the	Second	Degree,	
both felonies. 

On	June	20,	2021,	at	approximately	4:30	a.m.,	the	defendant,	who	had	a	personal	
con昀氀ict	with	the	victim,	used	a	9mm	semi-automatic	pistol	to	shoot	the	victim	once	
in	the	back	of	the	head	while	he	was	sleeping	on	the	stoop	of	a	residential	building	
on	Bronx	River	Road	in	Yonkers.	The	victim	was	taken	to	New	York-Presbyterian	
Westchester	hospital	in	Bronxville	where	he	died.		

During	the	investigation,	the	Yonkers	Police	Department	recovered	surveillance	
video	of	the	defendant	walking	back	and	forth	in	front	of	the	building	next	to	where	
the	victim	was	sleeping,	appearing	to	rack	the	slide	of	his	gun.	The	defendant	then	
walked	o昀昀	camera	and	a	gunshot	was	heard	approximately	one	minute	 later.	The	
defendant	was	observed	quickly	walking	away	from	the	crime	scene.	Additional	sur-
veillance	footage	captured	the	defendant	walking	around	Yonkers	for	hours	before	
getting	picked	up	and	driven	back	to	Delaware.	

Police	also	recovered	the	victim’s	cell	phone,	which	contained	multiple	videos	
and	photographs	of	the	defendant	and	victim	together	during	their	trip	to	New	York	
from Delaware.  

Utilizing	digital	forensics,	police	located	and	arrested	the	defendant	as	he	was	
leaving	his	father’s	home	in	Staten	Island	on	Dec.	19,	2021.	At	the	time	of	his	arrest,	
the	defendant	made	numerous	admissions.	The	murder	weapon	was	never	recovered.	

The	District	Attorney	thanked	the	Yonkers	Police	Department,	the	FBI’s	West-
chester	Safe	Streets	Task	Force,	 the	New	York	City	Police	Department,	 the	DA’s	
O昀케ce	High	Technology	Crimes	Unit	and	the	New	Castle	County	Police	Department	
in	Delaware	for	their	assistance	with	the	investigation.		
 The case was before Judge Robert Neary in Westchester County Court, and 
prosecuted	by	Major	Case	Bureau	Chief	Nadine	Nagler	and	Senior	Assistant	Dis-
trict	Attorney	Adrian	Murphy,	both	of	the	Trials	and	Investigations	Division.	
___________________________________________________________

HAWAII MUST FIX ITS DISASTROUS DISASTER MANAGEMENT

OP-ED BY Raya Salter

 We	are	all	attempting	to	grapple	with	 the	horrifying	losses	caused	by	the	
昀椀res	on	Maui.	Now	is	a	time	of	rescue	and	grief,	as	over	100	people	are	dead	with	
those	numbers	expected	to	rise.

	 	Yet,	while	we	await	the	results	of	o昀케cial	investigations,	we	must	acknowl-
edge	that	this	tragedy	was	not	only	foreseeable	-	it	is	part	of	a	broader	pattern	of	di-
sastrous	disaster	management	and	planning	in	a	region	that	is	incredibly	vulnerable	
to the climate crisis. 

	 Local	o昀케cials	in	Hawaii	concede	that	they	were	made	aware	in	advance	by	
the	National	Weather	Service	that	they	were	in	a	“red	昀氀ag	situation”	due	to	dry	con-
ditions.	In	fact,	Maui	has	been	battling	wild昀椀res	due	to	dryness	for	years.	Yet,	none	
of	Maui’s	80	sirens	went	o昀昀	to	warn	residents	of	the	昀椀re	because	nobody	attempted	
to	activate	them.	

	 Reports	say	that	o昀케cials	were	woefully	unprepared,	and	greatly	underesti-
mated	the	threat	of	wild昀椀res.	Lawsuits	are	alleging	that	the	island’s	utility	is	negli-
gent	for	failing	to	address	power	lines	that	may	have	ignited	the	blaze.		In	the	wake	
of	the	disaster,	phone,	internet	and	power	is	out	on	many	parts	of	the	island	and	fuel	
and	clean	water	are	in	short	supply.	The	state	and	federal	response	is	inadequate	and	
desperate	residents	are	asking	why.	

	 The	truth	is	that	Hawaii	state	o昀케cials	have	been	ignoring	serious	lapses	in	
emergency	and	disaster	preparedness	for	many	years.	From	the	“fake	missile	alert”	
in	2018	sending	residents	into	a	panic	to	the	sweltering	classrooms	impacting	the	
state’s	school	children,	the	state	has	failed	to	appropriately	respond	to	the	reality	of	
its	vulnerability.	

	 In	 2018,	 I	wrote	 about	 how	 the	 state’s	 foundering	 response	 to	 hurricane	
Lane	exposed	 the	shocking	 truth	of	 the	state’s	 inaction	 in	 the	face	of	widespread	
disaster.	The	climate	crisis	has	turned	much	of	Hawaii’s	lush	landscape	into	a	tin-
derbox.	In	addition,	Hawaii’s	entire	food	supply	must	be	replaced	every	昀椀ve	to	eight	
days,	as	 it	shipped	in	from	thousands	of	miles	away,	with	no	signi昀椀cant	strategic	
reserve	in	place.	

 Threats like a direct hit from a major hurricane, once considered a rare 
event,	 are	now	expected	with	more	 frequency	with	devastatingly	 increased	昀氀ood	
risk. Yet, by the state’s own calculations, within three days of a direct hit on Oahu 
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      Another Scary Reminder of the Superbug Crisis

By Dr. Rachael Lee

 More	than	80	Americans	across	18	states	have	been	struck	with	a	serious	
bacterial	infection	thanks	to	contaminated	eye	drops.	Several	have	su昀昀ered	perma-
nent	vision	loss.	Four	have	died.

	 The	contaminated	drops	housed	a	strain	of	the	bacterium	Pseudomonas	ae-
ruginosa, which, due to a rare gene, is immune to almost all antibiotics.

	 Though	the	drops	are	now	o昀昀	the	shelves,	the	larger	crisis	of	drug	resistance	
is	 far	 from	over.	Antibacterial-resistant	 pathogens	 claimed	more	 than	 1.2	million	
lives	in	2019.	That	number	will	continue	to	increase	if	we	don’t	act	now.

	 Antimicrobials	are	a	miraculous	tool	in	the	昀椀ght	against	infections.	Human	
life	expectancy	increased	by	eight	years	between	1944	and	1972,	largely	attributable	
to	the	development	of	antibiotics.	Even	so,	bacterial	infections	are	still	the	second-
leading	cause	of	death	worldwide,	responsible	for	one	in	eight	deaths.

	 Antimicrobial	resistance,	or	AMR,	occurs	when	pathogens	--	like	fungi	or	
bacteria	 --	 become	 immune	 to	 our	 existing	medicines.	We’ve	 been	 using	 antimi-
crobials	 to	 昀椀ght	 infections	 since	 1937.	After	 nearly	 90	 years	 under	 antimicrobial	
attack,	it’s	no	surprise	that	pathogens	have	developed	the	ability	to	defeat	the	drugs	
designed to kill them.

	 By	 2050,	 it’s	 estimated	 that	AMR	will	 cause	 10	million	 deaths	 per	 year.	
It’s	more	important	now	than	ever	to	course-correct.Antimicrobial	stewardship,	or	
improving	how	antimicrobials	are	prescribed,	is	a	key	part	of	the	solution.	When	an-
timicrobials	are	prescribed	only	when	needed	and	for	the	shortest	durations	possible,	
it	ensures	patients	receive	the	best	treatment	and	also	slows	a	pathogen’s	ability	to	
develop	resistance.	But	stewardship	alone	won’t	solve	the	problem	when	infections	
are	becoming	increasingly	di昀케cult,	and	sometimes	impossible,	to	treat.

	 New	antimicrobials	are	another	piece	of	the	solution.	The	next	generation	of	
antimicrobials needs to attack and kill germs better, and in new ways, than current 
ones. 

 Unfortunately, the current drug business model does not work for antimi-
crobials	due	to	the	unique	way	they	are	used.	Prescribing	antimicrobials	only	when	
appropriate	is	critical	for	public	health	because	it	slows	resistance,	but	it	also	keeps	
sales	volume	low.	Investing	in	drug	research	and	development	is	a	signi昀椀cant	risk	
as	few	products	receive	FDA	approval,	so	the	potential	昀椀nancial	outlook	needs	to	be	
stable	enough	to	attract	investors.	Antimicrobials	aren’t	a	lucrative	enough	proposi-
tion	to	pique	such	investor	interest.

	 Legislation	under	consideration	in	Congress	could	revitalize	antimicrobial	
innovation,	giving	us	a	major	leg	up	in	the	昀椀ght	against	AMR.	The	PASTEUR	Act	
would	establish	a	system	in	which	the	government	enters	into	contracts	with	anti-
microbial	developers	via	a	subscription	model	rather	than	paying	by	unit	sales.	This	
would	help	guarantee	companies	some	stability	 for	 their	 investment	 in	new	treat-
ments,	even	if	the	sales	volume	is	low.

	 Infectious	disease	 specialists	 like	me	 see	 the	devastation	of	 antimicrobial	
resistance	too	often.	In	the	race	against	superbugs,	our	innovation	is	up	against	their	
evolution.	We	must	regain	the	lead.

 Rachael Lee, MD, is an associate professor and the chief healthcare epi-
demiologist at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. This piece originally ran 
in the Houston Chronicle.

______________________________________________________________
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    Metallica Scholars Initiative Returns to SUNY 

  Westchester Community College

$10,000 award will support students looking to develop skills for careers 

in advanced manufacturing.

     

  47TH ANNUAL WESTCHESTER JEWISH MUSIC & ARTS              
   
   FESTIVAL RETURNS TO KENSICO

Celebrate the rich legacy and history of Judaism at the 47th Annual Westchester 
Jewish	Music	&	Arts	Festival	on	Sunday,	Aug.	20,	from	noon	to	6	p.m.	at	Kensico	
Dam Plaza in Valhalla.  

	 County	Executive	George	Latimer	said,	“Our	cultural	festivals	help	to	en-
lighten	County	 residents	of	 the	wide	variety	of	 traditions	 and	customs	 that	make	
Westchester	County	a	wonderful	place	to	live	and	visit.	The	local	populations	are	ex-
ceedingly	open	to	sharing	their	traditions	with	everyone	in	the	County	and	beyond.”

	 Westchester	County	 Parks	 	Commissioner	Kathleen	O’Connor	 said,	 “It’s	
easy	 to	 see	why	 these	 celebrations	 are	 among	 our	most	 popular	 summer	 events.	
Families	 and	 friends	will	 have	 a	 chance	 to	 soak	up	 some	 culture	 through	music,	
dance, and food as we enjoy the lazy days of summer.”

 Seating will be informal. Bring blankets or folding chairs for seating on the 
lawn.	No	coolers	will	be	allowed.	Admission	and	parking	are	free.	Pre-registration	
is	requested.

	 The	Jewish	Music	&	Arts	Festival	takes	place	from	Noon	until	6	p.m.	En-
tertainment	will	 feature	Neshama	Carlebach,	 special	guests	The	Liz	Queler	Band	
and	Urban	Garage,	plus	The	Levins,	and		Israeli	Dancing	with	Leng.	Festivities	will	
include	free	face	painting,	Juggler	Ned	Gelfars,	Kosher	food	vendors,	arts	&	crafts	
and more.

	 The	festival	will	be	held	rain	or	shine.	Seating	is	informal;	bring	blankets	or	
folding chairs for seating on the lawn. No coolers will be allowed. Admission and 
parking	are	free.	Carpooling	or	taking	mass	transit	is	encouraged.

	 The	昀椀	nal	festival	in	the	series	is	the	Muslim	Heritage	Festival,	which	will	be	
held	on	Sunday,	Aug.	27,	from	noon	to	6	p.m.	at	Kensico	Dam	Plaza	in	Valhalla.

	 The	Jewish	Music	&	Arts	Festival	is	co-sponsored	by	Westchester	County	
Parks and The Westchester Jewish Council. Kensico Dam Plaza is located at 1 Bronx 
River	Parkway,	Valhalla.

.__________________________________________________________

NYS Dept. of Labor to Recover $20 Million in Wages for Exploited 

Workers in 2023

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert
®

is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

help fast, 24/
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Honest and Reliable, 30+ years experience.
Local Collector/Seller (Westchester/Putnam)

Call or text: 917-699-2496 • email: smileLP@aol.com
Hope to hear from you! Thanks!

BUYING COMIC BOOK 

COLLECTIONS!
TOP PRICES PAID!

	 The	New	York	State	Department	of	Labor	today	announced	that	its	Division	
of	Worker	Protection	investigators	have	recovered	and	returned	over	$11.7	million	
in	stolen	wages	to	12,000	a昀昀	ected	workers	since	January	1,	putting	the	Department	
on	track	to	recover	$20	million	in	stolen	wages	this	year.	Over	$200,000	in	recovered	
funds	span	six	larger	cases	in	which	the	Division	of	Labor	Standards	was	able	to	in-
vestigate	and	reach	settlements.	These	cases	are	just	a	few	of	the	many	cases	Worker	
Protection’s	Division	of	Labor	Standards	has	resolved	over	the	last	year.

	 “Wage	theft	undermines	the	dignity	and	rights	of	hardworking	New	York-
ers,”	 said	New	York	State	Department	of	Labor	Commissioner	Roberta	Reardon.	
“The	Division	of	Labor	Standards’	investigators	work	with	law	enforcement	partners	
to	ensure	that	no	employer	is	above	the	law,	and	that	all	workers’	rights	are	protected.	
If	any	New	Yorker	believes	they	are	a	victim	of	wage	theft,	contact	the	Department	
immediately.”

	 One	of	the	cases	in	Westchester	involved	an	installer	working	for	a	restora-
tion	company	in	Yonkers	who	received	$11,400.	As	part	of	NYSDOL’s	Worker	Pro-
tection	Division,	Field	District	O昀케		ces	 routinely	 conduct	 on-site	 investigations	 to	
review	records,	interview	witnesses,	verify	compliance,	and	expand	investigations	
beyond	 the	original	complaint	 if	necessary.	They	work	closely	with	employers	 to	
ensure	compliance	and	collect	restitution	for	workers.	The	Mediation	Unit	provides	
opportunities	 for	employees	and	employers	 to	 reach	fair	and	speedy	resolution	 to	
con昀氀	icts	regarding	allegations	of	labor	rights	violations.	Mediation	takes	place	be-
fore	or	during	an	investigation	and	before	formal	notices	are	issued.	The	Central	In-
vestigations	Unit	investigates	basic	wage	or	wage	supplement	claims	received	using	
an	expedited	approach.	A	demand	letter	is	sent	to	employers	within	48	hours	of	case	
creation.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(877) 516-1160

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home 

or away, protect what 

matters most from 

unexpected power 

outages with a Generac 

Home Standby Generator.

SUNY	Westchester	 Community	 College	 has	 been	 invited	 to	 return	 for	 the	
fourth year in a row of Metallica’s foundation, All Within My Hands, multimil-
lion-dollar	investment	in	critical	workforce	programs	at	community	colleges	na-
tionwide.	SUNY	WCC	will	use	the	Metallica	Scholars	$10,000	funding	to	support	
students	looking	to	enter	or	further	their	careers	in	Advanced	Manufacturing.

SUNY	WCC	will	focus	its	e昀昀	orts	on	programs	that	provide	students	with	the	
opportunity	to	develop	the	skills	increasingly	needed	in	the	regional	job	market.	
Students will take coursework in machine learning, CNC, and other National In-
stitute	of	Metallurgy	(NIMS)	certi昀椀	ed	competencies	that	lead	to	high-skill,	high-
wage	career	pathways	in	advanced	manufacturing.	No	prior	knowledge	of	manu-
facturing is necessary.

“The	Metallica	Scholarship	has	changed	my	life,”	said	Stacy	Yonnone,	Metal-
lica	Scholar.	“Being	a	Metallica	Scholar	at	SUNY	WCC	means	more	than	what	the	
average	person	thinks.	The	scholarship	makes	it	more	a昀昀	ordable	for	the	everyday	
working	person.	It	has	opened	up	lots	of	opportunities,	not	just	in	my	company.	I	
have	tremendously	gone	up	in	rank.”

“SUNY	WCC	is	honored	to	be	selected	by	Metallica’s	All	Within	My	Hands	
for	another	year	of	supporting	our	students	as	they	prepare	for	the	in-demand	ca-
reers that are critical for the growth of our regional economy,” said Dr. Belinda 
Miles,	President	at	SUNY	Westchester	Community	College.	“Our	students	are	ap-
preciative	not	just	of	the	昀椀	nancial	support	this	scholarship	provides,	but	the	rec-
ognition	of	the	value	their	work	brings	to	their	community.	This	program	provides	
an	opportunity	that	makes	a	real	di昀昀	erence	in	the	lives	of	our	scholars	and	their	
families.”

The	Metallica	Scholars	Initiative	(MSI)	was	launched	in	2019	by	Metallica’s	
foundation,	All	Within	My	Hands	(AWMH),	in	partnership	with	the	American	As-
sociation	of	Community	Colleges	(AACC).	The	workforce	initiative	marks	its	昀椀	fth	
year	with	an	ambitious	expansion	into	new	curricula.	MSI	now	directly	supports	
42	community	colleges	across	33	states,	and	by	the	end	of	this	year,	it	will	have	
helped	over	6,000	students	pursuing	careers	in	the	trades.	To	date,	Metallica	and	
AWMH	have	invested	over	$6MM	in	the	American	workforce.

“The	Metallica	Scholars	Initiative	is	so	important	to	us	because	we	are	seeing	
results,”	said	Lars	Ulrich,	co-founder	and	drummer	of	Metallica.	“Five	years	in,	
with	the	help	of	community	colleges	across	the	country,	we	are	helping	people	昀椀	ll	
these	essential	jobs	which	require	skills	and	training.	We	are	so	proud	and	grateful	
that	we	can	facilitate	this	program.”

To	 learn	more	about	 the	Metallica	Scholars	 Initiative	at	SUNY	Westchester	
Community	College,	please	visit	www.sunywcc.edu/metallica

______________________________________________________________

 The Town of Mount Pleasant and the Mount Pleasant Medal of Honor Com-
mittee	will	honor	mothers	and	 families	 that	made	 the	ultimate	sacri昀椀	ce	with	a	 free	
concert	on	September	23.

  The concert falls on the weekend of Gold Star Mother’s and Family Day, a 
national	observance	recognizing	and	honoring	those	mothers	who	have	lost	a	son	or	
daughter	in	the	service	of	the	U.S.	Armed	Forces.

	 “We	want	the	Gold	Star	Mothers	to	know	that	we	are	grateful	to	them,	and	we	
want	to	remind	them	that	our	community	will	not	forget	their	sacri昀椀	ces,”	said	Supervi-
sor Carl Fulgenzi.

	 The	2	p.m.	concert	will	be	held	at	 the	Mount	Pleasant	Community	Center,	
125	Lozza	Drive,	Valhalla.	The	Bel-Aires	will	perform	music	from	the	50s	to	the	70s,	
with	additional	performances	of	classic	songs	by	the	actors/singers	Louis	Vanaria	and	
Joann Robertozzi.

Mount Pleasant Medal of Honor Committee to 

  Hold Free Concert on September 23 

 The Town of Mount Pleas-
ant and the Mount Pleasant Medal 
of Honor Committee will honor 
mothers and families that made the 
ultimate	sacri昀椀	ce	with	a	free	concert	
on	September	23.

  The concert falls on the 
weekend of Gold Star Mother’s 
and Family Day, a national obser-
vance	 recognizing	 and	 honoring	
those	mothers	who	have	 lost	 a	 son	
or	daughter	in	the	service	of	the	U.S.	
Armed Forces.

	 “We	 want	 the	 Gold	 Star	
Mothers to know that we are grate-
ful to them, and we want to remind 
them that our community will not 
forget	 their	 sacri昀椀	ces,”	 said	 Super-
visor	Carl	Fulgenzi.

	 The	 2	 p.m.	 concert	will	 be	
held at the Mount Pleasant Commu-
nity	Center,	 125	Lozza	Drive,	Val-
halla.	 The	 Bel-Aires	 will	 perform	
music from the 50s to the 70s, with 
additional	 performances	 of	 classic	
songs	 by	 the	 actors/singers	 Louis	
Vanaria and Joann Robertozzi.

          Louis Vanaria

Mettalica
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Notice	of	formation	of	My	Mind	Is	Magic,	LLC.	Arts.	of	Org.	昀椀led	with	the	SSNY	on	
3/14/2023.	O昀케ce:	Westchester	County.	SSNY	designated	as	agent	of	the	LLC	upon	whom	
process	against	it	may	be	served.	SSNY	shall	mail	copy	of	process	to	the	LLC,	20	South	
Broadway	Suite	420,	Yonkers,	NY	10701.	Purpose:	Any	lawful	activity.
__________________________________________________________________

Notice	of		Formation	of	LIVE	LONG	LIVE	STRONG	FITNESS	LLC.	Arts.	of	Org.	昀椀led	
with	SSNY	on	11/07/22.	O昀케ce	location:	Westchester.	SSNY	designated	as	agent	of	LLC	
upon	whom	process	may	be	served.	SSNY	shall	mail	process	to	the	LLC,	33	Sherwood	Ave,	
apt.	3w,	Yonkers,	NY	10704.	Purpose:	any	lawful	act	or	activity.
__________________________________________________________________

Formation	of	LIMESMASHER	LLC	昀椀led	with	the	Secy.	of	State	of	NY	(SSNY)	on	
6/2/2023.		O昀케ce	loc.:		Westchester	County.	SSNY	designated	as	agent	of	LLC	upon	whom	
process	against	it	may	be	served.		The	address	SSNY	shall	mail	process	to	Michael	Lime-
killer,	938	Saw	Mill	River	Rd.,	Yonkers,	NY	10710.		Purpose:			Any	lawful	activity.				
__________________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of True to Life Counseling Psychotherapy Services, LCSW PLLC. Arts. of 
Org. �led with the SSNY on 5/26/2023 O�ce: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the PLLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the PLLC at 50 Riverdale Avenue Suite 15J, Yonkers, Ny 10701. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
_____________________________________________________________

Notice	of	formation	of	54	TOWER	PLACE	LLC	of	Org.	昀椀led	with	the	SSNY	on	07/10/2023.	
O昀케ce:	Westchester	County.	RAED	M	ALAMMARI	designated	as	agent	of	the	LLC	upon	
whom	process	against	it	may	be	served.	SSNY	shall	mail	copy	of	the	process	to	the	LLC,	54	
TOWER	PLACE		YONKERS,	NY	10703	Purpose:	Real	Estate.
__________________________________________________________________________

Formation	 of	 OFF	THE	MILL	 LLC	 昀椀led	 with	 the	 Secy.	 of	 State	 of	 NY	 (SSNY)	 on	
6/29/2023.		O昀케ce	loc.:		Westchester	County.	SSNY	designated	as	agent	of	LLC	upon	whom	
process	against	it	may	be	served.		The	address	SSNY	shall	mail	process	to	Desmond	Clarke,	
1271	Saw	Mill	River	Rd.,	Yonkers,	NY	10710.		Purpose:			Any	lawful	activity.			
_____________________________________________________________
NOTICE	OF	SALE		SUPREME	COURT	COUNTY	OF	WESTCHESTER	THE	
BANK	OF	NEW	YORK	MELLON,	Plainti昀昀	AGAINST	MAXINE	LANSKY-
TEJADA,	ALEJANDRO	TEJADA,	ET	AL.,	Defendant(s)			Pursuant	to	a	Judgment	
of Foreclosure and Sale duly entered June 16, 2023, I, the undersigned Referee 

will	sell	at	public	auction	at	the	Lobby	of	Westchester	County	Courthouse,	111	
Dr.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Boulevard,	White	Plains,	NY	on	September	11,	2023	at	
10:30AM,	premises	known	as	94	Jervis	Road,	Yonkers,	NY	10705.	All	that	certain	
plot	piece	or	parcel	of	land,	with	the	buildings	and	improvements	erected,	situate,	
lying and being in the City of Yonkers, in the County of Westchester, State of New 

York,	Section	1,	Block	73,	Lot	30.	Approximate	amount	of	judgment	$234,256.25	
plus	interest	and	costs.	Premises	will	be	sold	subject	to	provisions	of	昀椀led	Judgment	
Index	#59161/2021.	The	aforementioned	auction	will	be	conducted	in	accordance	
with	the	WESTCHESTER	County	COVID-19	mitigation	protocols	and	as	such	all	
persons	must	comply	with	social	distancing,	wearing	masks	and	screening	prac-
tices	in	e昀昀ect	at	the	time	of	this	foreclosure	sale.	Syma	Funt,	Esq.,	Referee			Gross	
Polowy,	LLC	1775	Wehrle	Drive	Williamsville,	NY	14221			20-001206	77099
_____________________________________________________________

	 	 	 	 Classi昀椀eds
Attorney

DIVORCE	$389	-	Uncontested	divorce	papers	prepared.	Only	one	signature	required.	Poor	
person	Application	included	if	applicable.	Separation	agreements.	Custody	and	support	
petitions.	518-274-0380

Auto Donations

Drive	Out	Breast	Cancer:	Donate	a	car	today!		The	bene昀椀ts	of	donating	your	car	or	boat:		
Fast	Free	Pickup	-	24hr	Response			Tax	Deduction	-	Easy	To	Do!		Call	24/7:		855-905-
4755

Education	/	Career	Training

TRAIN	ONLINE	TO	DO	MEDICAL	BILLING!	Become	a	Medical	O昀케ce	Professional	
online	at	CTI!	Get	Trained,	Certi昀椀ed	&	ready	to	work	in	months!	Call	855-543-6440.	(M-F	
8am-6pm	ET).	Computer	with	internet	is	required.

COMPUTER	&	IT	TRAINING	PROGRAM!	Train	ONLINE	to	get	the	skills	to	become	
a	Computer	&	Help	Desk	Professional	now!	Grants	and	Scholarships	available	for	certain	
programs	for	quali昀椀ed	applicants.	Call	CTI	for	details!	844-947-0192	(M-F	8am-6pm	ET).	
Computer	with	internet	is	required.

Finance

ARE	YOU	BEHIND	$10k	OR	MORE	ON	YOUR	TAXES?	Stop	wage	&	bank	levies,	
liens	&	audits,	un昀椀led	tax	returns,	payroll	issues,	&	resolve	tax	debt	FAST.	Call	888-869-
5361	(Hours:		Mon-Fri	7am-5pm	PST)

Health

HEARING	AIDS!!		High-quality	rechargeable,	powerful	Audien	hearing	aids	priced	90%	
less	than	competitors.	Tiny	and	NEARLY	INVISIBLE!	45-day	money	back	guarantee!	
855-598-5898

VIAGRA	and	CIALIS	USERS!	50	Pills	SPECIAL	$99.00	FREE	Shipping!	100%	guaran-

teed.	CALL	NOW!	855-413-9574

Home	Improvement

Do	you	need	a	Roof	or	Energy	E昀케cient	Windows	&	Help	paying	for	it?	YOU	MAY	
QUALIFY	THROUGH	NEW	RELIEF	PROGRAMS	(800)	944-9393	or	visit	NYProgram-

Funding.org	to	qualify.	Approved	applications	will	have	the	work	completed	by	a	repair	
crew	provided	by:	HOMEOWNER	FUNDING.	Not	a昀케liated	with	State	or	Gov	Programs.

BATH	&	SHOWER	UPDATES	in	as	little	as	ONE	DAY!	A昀昀ordable	prices	-	No	payments	
for	18	months!	Lifetime	warranty	&	professional	installs.	Senior	&	Military	Discounts	
available.	Call:	866-393-3636

Miscellaneous

BEST	SATELLITE	TV	with	2	Year	Price	Guarantee!	$59.99/mo	with	190	channels	and	3	
months	free	premium	movie	channels!	Free	next	day	installation!	Call	888-508-5313

TV Internet Phone

DIRECTV.	New	2-Year	Price	Guarantee.	The	most	live	MLB	games	this	season,	200+	
channels	and	over	45,000	on-demand	titles.	$84.99/mo	for	24	months	with	CHOICE	Pack-

age.	Some	restrictions	apply.	Call	DIRECTV	1-888-534-6918

DISH	TV	$64.99	For	190	Channels	+	$14.95	High	Speed	Internet.		Free	Installation,	Smart	
HD	DVR	Included,	Free	Voice	Remote.	Some	restrictions	apply.		Promo	Expires	1/31/24.	
1-866-595-696.

________________________________________________________________

        REQUEST	FOR	PROPOSAL	(RFP)	#	2023	–	02

REQUEST	FOR	PROPOSALS	FOR	PRINTER	SERVICES	AND																												MAIN-

TENANCE AT VARIOUS PROPERTIES OWNED OR MANAGED BY THE MUNICI-

PAL	HOUSING	AUTHORITY	FOR	THE	CITY	OF	YONKERS

The	Municipal	Housing	Authority	for	the	City	of	Yonkers	(“MHACY”)	is	soliciting	pro-

posals	from	quali昀椀ed	昀椀rms	forPrinter	Services	and	Maintenance	for	MHACY	at	various	sites	
as	speci昀椀ed	in	this	Request	for	Proposals	(“RFP”).

This	RFP	package	contains	submission	requirements	and	terms	and	conditions	and	other	
pertinent	information	for	submitting	a	proper	and	responsive	proposal.	This	RFP	is	the	only	
information	provided	to	prospective	bidders	(hereinafter	“Responders”	or	“Respondents”)	and	
is	available	online	starting	August	29,	2023,	at	www.mhacy.org.

The	RFP	questions	deadline	 is	September	12,	2023,	at	3:00PM	Eastern	Standard	Time	
(EST).	Any	and	all	questions	must	be	emailed	to	Procurement	at	procurement@mhacy.org	by	
the	deadline.	No	telephone	calls	and/or	written	communication	sent	via	mail	will	be	accepted.

Proposals	must	reach	MHACY	no	later	than	3:00	PM	(EST)	on	September	21,	2023.	Late	
submissions	will	be	handled	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	in	Form	HUD-5369B.

Proposals	will	be	evaluated	on	the	criteria	stated	in	the	RFP.	Negotiations	may	be	con-

ducted	with	contractors	who	have	a	reasonable	chance	of	being	selected	for	the	award.	After	
evaluation	of	 the	 proposal	 revision,	 if	 any,	 the	 contract	will	 be	 awarded	 to	 the	 responsible	
昀椀rm(s)	whose	quali昀椀cations,	price	and	other	 factors	are	considered	 to	be	 the	most	advanta-
geous to MHACY.

MHACY	reserves	the	right	to	reject	any	and	all	proposals	and	waive	any	irregularities	or	
informalities	if	it	is	in	MHACY’s	best	interest	to	do	so.	MHACY	reserves	the	right	to	cancel	
this	RFP	or	to	reject,	in	whole	or	in	part,	any	and	all	proposals	received	in	response	to	this	RFP,	
upon	its	determination	that	such	cancellation	or	rejection	is	in	the	best	interest	of	MHACY.
MHACY	is	an	Equal	Opportunity	Employer	and	does	not	discriminate	on	the	basis	of	race,	
sexual orientation, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, or family status. 

MHACY	solicits	and	encourages	the	participation	of	minorities	and	small	businesses	in	
procurement.

Contact,	related	to	this	procurement,	with	members	of	MHACY’s	Board	of	Commission-

ers,	or	MHACY’s	o昀케cers	and/or	employees	other	than	the	contact	person	show	above,	
during	the	procurement	process	could	result	in	disquali昀椀cation	of	a	proposal.

	Wilson	Kimball,	President	&	CEO

Municipal	Housing	Authority	for	the	City	of	Yonkers

1511	Central	Park	Avenue,	Yonkers,	New	York	10710

Project No. 2023-02

____________________________________________________________

Notice	of	formation	of	JJMB	PROPERTIES	LLC.	Art.	of	Org.	昀椀led	with	the	Sec	of	State	
of	NY	(SSNY)	on	06/27/2023.	O昀케ce	location,	County	of	Westchester.	SSNY	has	been	
designated	as	agent	of	the	LLC	upon	whom	process	against	it	may	be	served.	SSNY	shall	
mail	process	served	to:,	c/o	Incorp	Services,	Inc	-	99	Washington	Ave.,	Suite	805-A,	
Albany,	NY	12210.	Purpose:	any	lawful	act.

________________________________________________________________________

PUBLIC	NOTICE
A	GENERAL	ORDINANCE	AMENDING	PART	VII	OF	THE	CODE	OF	THE	CITY	

OF	YONKERS	ENTITLED	NUISANCES,	 PUBLIC	WELFARE	AND	CRIMINAL	TO	
ADD	A	NEW	CHAPTER	 88	TO	BE	 ENTITLED	 “CATALYTIC	 CONVERTERS:	 RE-

CORD	KEEPING	FOR	PURCHASE,	SALE,	AND	INSTALLATION;	INDIVIDUALS	IN		
POSSESSION”

Notice	is	hereby	given	that	 the	City	Council	of	the	City	of	Yonkers	has	adopted	the	
abovementioned	legislation	that	amends	Part	VIl	of	the	Code	of	the	City	of	Yonkers	entitled	
“Nuisances,	Public	Welfare	and	Criminal”	in	part	by	adding	a	new	Chapter	88,	“Catalytic	
converters:	recordkeeping	for	purchase,	sale	and	installation”	to	combat	the	rampant	and	
skyrocketing	wave	of	catalytic	converter	thefts	that	is	costing	the	residents	of	the	City	of	
Yonkers thousands of dollars on a regular basis.

The	penalties	for	o昀昀enses	pursuant	to	this	ordinance	are	as	follows:
The	violation	of	any	provision	of	this	chapter	shall	be	a	Class	Ill	o昀昀ense	except	for	any	

Business	found	guilty	of	more	than	one	(1)	violation	of	this	chapter	within	any	twelve	(12)	
month	period	the	subsequent	violations	shall	be	a	Class	I	o昀昀ense.

The	complete	text	of	the	ordinance	is	on	昀椀le	and	may	be	examined	at	the	O昀케ce	of	the	
City Clerk, City Hall, 40 S. Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701.

Dated:	August	14,	2023,	Vincent	Spano,	City	Clerk
______________________________________________________________

PUBLIC	NOTICE
A	GENERAL	ORDINANCE	IN	RELATION	TO	ESTABLISHING	A	TEMPORARY	

MORATORIUM	ON	THE	 ISSUANCE	OF	 LICENSES	 FOR	BUSINESSES	 SELLING	
TOBACCO	AND	RELATED	PRODUCTS	IN	THE	CITY	OF	YONKERS	PENDING	AP-

PROPRIATE REVIEW

Notice	is	hereby	given	that	 the	City	Council	of	the	City	of	Yonkers	has	adopted	the	
abovementioned	legislation	that,	in	part,	enacts	a	temporary	limited	moratorium	on	the	issu-

ance	of	“Cigarette	Dealer	Licenses”	pursuant	to	section	31-153	of	the	Code.	Notwithstand-

ing	any	other	ordinance,	law,	or	resolution,	no	person	shall	be	issued	a	new	license	under	
section	31-153.	This	moratorium	shall	not	impact	current	license	holders.	This	ordinance	
is	e昀昀ective	immediately	and	shall	expire	and	have	no	further	force	or	e昀昀ect	on	or	after	No-

vember	1,	2023.

The	penalties	for	o昀昀enses	pursuant	to	this	ordinance	are	as	follows:
A	violation	of	this	article	shall	constitute	a	Class	II	o昀昀ense.

The	complete	text	of	the	ordinance	is	on	昀椀le	and	may	be	examined	at	the	O昀케ce	of	the	
City Clerk, City Hall, 40 S. Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701.

Dated:	August	14,	2023,	Vincent	Spano,	City	Clerk
______________________________________________________________

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
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CALL TODAY (877) 651-1637

• Medicaid

• SNAP

• SSI

• WIC

• Veterans Pension

• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits

• Tribal Assistance Program
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    Buying Comics! 

   Looking for 1960’s-1990’s I PAY CASH! 

Located in Yonkers Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.
_____________________________________________________________

OP-ED, MAUI, Con’t from pg 4-

from	a	major	storm,	medical	supplies	would	run	out	and	medical	services	would	be	
depleted	by	40	percent.	

 Within	昀椀ve	days,	food	and	water	would	be	at	critical	levels,	followed	by	fuel.	More	
than	380,400	people	-	35	percent	of	the	island’s	population	-	would	seek	shelter.	Shelters,	
however,	would	fail,	because	few	are	built	to	withstand	a	hurricane.	The	power	would	be	
expected	to	fail	immediately	with	restoration	impossible	for	many	months.	With	the	onset	
of	the	climate	crisis,	Hawai’i		is	one	major	storm	away	from	complete	disaster	and	displace-
ment,	impacting	the	poorest	residents	the	hardest.	This	is	not	acceptable.	

	 I	am	a	former	resident	of	Hawai’i	and	state	employee.	I	am	now	based	in	New	York	
where	I	sit	on	the	state’s	Climate	Action	Council.	As	part	of	that	body,	I	helped	develop	
New	York’s	roadmap	for	how	we	will	reach	our	climate	goals.	That	roadmap,	among	other	
studies, includes a hard look at resilience and the need to both mitigate emissions with a 

climate	justice	lens	while	becoming	more	resilient	and	adaptable	to	irreversible	changes.	
New	York,	however,	as	evidenced	by	2021’s	devastating	hurricane	Ida,	also	must	do	better.	
At	the	Council,	I	pushed	for	stronger	measures,	particularly	for	frontline	communities.	After	
the	tragedy	in	Lahaina,	I	feel	it	is	necessary	to	do	so	again.

	 Governor	Green,	the	time	is	now	for	you	to	turn	the	corner	on	the	unconscionable	
lack	of	disaster	and	climate	preparedness	in	Hawai’i.	To	begin,	you	must	acknowledge	the	
problem,	create	immediate	accountability	and	take	urgent	action	on	resilience	with	a	climate	
justice	lens.	New	York’s	Governor	Hochul,	please	build	on	the	progress	the	New	York	has	
made and do the same.

Raya Salter is an energy justice attorney, former Hawaii resident and State Em-

ployee, a Member of the New York State Climate Action Council and Executive Director 

of the Energy Justice Law & Policy Center.
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   In Home Personal Training 

 In-Home Personal Training Available. NASM , EMT  and Special Needs   
Certi昀椀ed.	Strength	Training,	Fat	Loss,	and		Muscle	Building.	Virtual	
and online coaching available. Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.
_____________________________________________________________

Sex Assaults, continued from pg 1-

Hezi Lies, continued from pg 1-

This week, one week before a scheduled August 16 trial date, Aris agreed to 
the	plainti昀昀s’	settlement	demands,	which	 require	a	wholesale	 retraction	of	every	
false	allegation	published	by	Aris,	as	well	as	an	apology	to	the	family	and	friends	
of	the	three	plainti昀昀s	for	the	pain	caused	by	the	reckless	publication	of	these	untrue	
criminal allegations.

“This	is	an	important	and	groundbreaking	victory,	not	only	for	John	Mueller,	
Brian	Moran	and	I,	but	for	anyone	else	who’s	fallen	victim	to	unscrupulous	and	ir-
responsible	bloggers	disguised	as	journalists.	Far	too	many	of	these	internet	bullies	
feel	it	is	safe	to	make	false,	baseless,	defamatory	claims	against	people	without	fear	
of	repercussions.	This	victory	shows	that	the	truth	matters	and	that	lies	have	conse-
quences.	This	is	also	a	signal	to	the	cowards	with	personal	vendettas	who	feel	safe	
feeding false accusations to these bloggers thinking they are shielded by anonymity. 
You	are	not.	The	truth	always	prevails.”-	Det.	Keith	Olson.

The	retraction	by	Hezi	reads,	“I	personally	and	publicly	apologize	to	Mr.	Olson,	
Mr.	Mueller,	and	Mr.	Moran	and	especially	to	their	family	and	friends	for	the	pain	
and	humiliation	they	may	have	endured	from	these	wrongful	accusations.	I	regret	
that	their	reputations	may	have	su昀昀ered	because	of	the	cited	statements.

“I	have	come	to	learn	that	much	of	the	content	in	these	Blue	Truth	articles	was	
false, inaccurate, misleading, and defamatory

“I	now	also	 recognize	 that	 I	 improperly	managed	 the	 section	of	my	website	
which	allowed	readers	to	anonymously	post	comments.	At	times,	the	comment	sec-
tions	of	the	Blue	Truth	articles	devolved	into	a	haven	for	vile,	racist,	and	homopho-
bic comments. Writers directed some of these comments at Olson, Mueller, Moran 
and	their	friends	and	family.	I	never	intended	the	comment	section	to	be	used	for	
such	a	purpose	and	should	have	intervened	to	disallow	this	from	happening.	I	regret	
not	doing	so,	“writes	Hezi.

We	do	not	agree	with	the	part	of	Hezi’s	admission	which	reads	“I	never	intend-
ed	the	comment	section	to	be	used	for	vile	comments.”	In	our	view,	that	is	exactly	
what	Hezi	intended	to	do;	in昀氀ict	fear,	intimidation	and	pain	on	his	adversaries.

This	reporter	also	fell	victim	to	Hezi’s	trash	pseudo-journalism.	While	he	was	
the	Editor	of	the	now	defunct	Westchester	Guardian,	Hezi	posted	the	headline,	Dan	
Murphy	is	a	Journalistic	Fraud,	on	the	front	page.		Many	other	individuals	in	Yon-
kers	 and	Westchester	 county	had	 their	professional	 and	personal	 lives	 ruined	by	
Hezi Aris.

So	while	I	am	grateful	that	Olson,	Mueller	and	Moran	stood	up	and	took	Hezi	
to	court,	I	would	ask	on	those	whose	lives	were	forever	wounded,	How	do	they	get	
their	reputations	back?

I	would	also	add	that	the	second	most	shocking	part	of	this	lawsuit	is	how	for-
mer	Police	Commissioner	Charles	Gardner	fed	Hezi	some	of	the	lies	that	he	printed	
against	Olson,	Mueller	and	Moran.	For	the	top	law	enforcement	o昀케cer	of	the	third	
largest	city	in	New	York	State	to	be	handing	a	blogger	lies	about	his	fellow	o昀케cers,	
is	just	as	bad,	or	worse,	than	the	publication	of	these	same	lies.

How	Gardner	can	look	all	of	his	fellow	Yonkers	Police	o昀케cers	in	the	eye	is	
beyond	comprehension.	Shame	on	you	Commissioner	Gardner	and	shame	on	Hezi,	
for	putting	Yonkers	through	this	di昀케cult	period	of	social	media	negativity.

Hezi	no	longer	holds	the	sway	and	power	that	he	once	had	in	Yonkers,	in	part	
because of this lawsuit but also because most of his former readers grew tired of 
the	negativity	and	nonsense.	We	do	concur	with	Olson	in	that	we	hope	that	this	is	a	
warning	to	the	Yonkers	bloggers	who	have	now	replaced	Hezi	is	the	negative	world	
of shock fake news that they can be next to get sued, humiliated and embarrassed.  

And	congratulations	to	Olson,	Mueller	and	Moran	for	standing	up	for	truth	and	
for setting the record straight.

The	plainti昀昀s	would	like	to	publicly	thank	their	attorneys,	Andrew	Quinn	and	
Marykate	Acquisto	of	the	Quinn	Law	Firm	and	Lisa	Fantino,	Esq.	of	Harrison,	on	
their	brilliant	work	in	achieving	this	important	victory.

Hezi	was	represented	by	attorney	Michael	Sussman.	
______________________________________________________________

       

					Annual	Kiwanis	Club	of	Hartsdale	Carnival
								Thursday,	August	31,	2023	–	Monday,	Labor	Day,	Sept.	4,	2023

The	Kiwanis	Club	of	Hartsdale	will	hold	 its	Annual	Carnival	Fundraiser	at	
Richard	Presser	Park/Webb	Field,	Central	Avenue,	Hartsdale,	NY	during	Labor	
Day	weekend	–Thursday,	Aug.	31	 through	Monday,	Sept.	4.	 	The	Carnival	will	
feature	a	variety	of	rides,	food,	and	arcade	games.		It	has	always	provided	family	
fun	during	the	holiday	weekend.		The	hours	of	operation	are:		Thursday	and	Friday	
from	5	pm	until	closing	each	night;	and	Saturday,	Sunday,	and	Monday	from	2	pm	
–	until	closing	each	night.

Money	raised	at	the	Carnival	helps	The	Kiwanis	Club	of	Hartsdale	sponsor	a	
number	of	community	projects	 including	donating	backpacks	昀椀lled	with	 school	
supplies	to	elementary	school	children,	Thanksgiving	and	Christmas	gifts	to	local	
families, donations to local food bank and charitable community organizations, 
scholarships	awarded	to	Woodlands	high	school	students,	as	well	as	luncheons	for	
senior citizens.  

Kiwanis	Club	of	Hartsdale	celebrates	its	67th	year	serving	our	community.
We	look	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	the	Carnival.
_____________________________________________________________

of a crime.
Zito	was	charged	with	one	count	of	Criminal	Possession	of	a	Weapon	2nd	De-

gree	(loaded	昀椀rearm)	and	multiple	counts	of	Criminal	Possession	of	a	Weapon	3rd	
Degree	(for	possessing	three	or	more	昀椀rearms	and	the	23	ammo	clips).	Those	charg-
es are felonies. He was also charged with four counts of Criminal Possession of a 
Weapon	4th	Degree	(for	the	un昀椀nished	昀椀rearms).	That	charge	is	a	misdemeanor.

Zito was arraigned in a neighboring court and was remanded to the Westchester 
County	Jail	in	lieu	of	$15,000	cash	bail	or	a	$50,000	bond.	The	case	is	being	pros-
ecuted	by	the	Westchester	County	District	Attorney’s	O昀케ce.

Public	Safety	Commissioner	Terrance	Raynor	 said,	 “I	 commend	our	Condi-
tions	Unit,	the	Real	Time	Crime	Center,	and	our	partners	in	this	investigation.	We	
are	all	committed	to	keeping	illegal	昀椀rearms	of	all	kinds,	including	ghost	guns,	o昀昀	
the streets of our communities.”

Raynor	 noted	 that	 the	Westchester	County	Police,	 in	 partnership	with	 local,	
state	and	 federal	 law	enforcement	agencies,	have	seized	hundreds	of	ghost	guns	
through	investigations	conducted	in	the	last	few	years.

Anyone	 with	 information	 regarding	 the	 manufacture,	 possession	 or	 sale	 of	
ghost	 guns	 is	 asked	 to	 contact	 the	Westchester	 County	 Police.	The	Department	
maintains	telephone	and	electronic	tips	lines	so	the	public	can	provide	information	
on	this	and	other	criminal	activity.

Calls,	e-mails	and	text	messages	to	these	tips	lines	are	con昀椀dential.	Tipsters	can	
remain anonymous if they chose.

·									Voice	Tip	Line:	(800)898-TIPS	(8477).
·									Electronic	Tips:	Send	email,	text	messages	and	small	video	clips	to	tips@

wccops.com.
______________________________________________________________

Ghost Guns, continued from pg 1-

charges: 
·         Sexual Abuse in the First Degree 
·									Criminal	Possession	of	a	Weapon	in	the	Third	Degree	
·									Unlawful	Imprisonment	in	the	Second	Degree	
·         Menacing in the Second Degree 
·         Assault in the Second Degree 
·         Resisting Arrest 
·									Escape	in	the	Third	Degree	

 According to the indictment, the defendant grabbed an 18-year-old who 
was walking with two friends to the North White Plains MetroNorth station on June 
22	at	approximately	4p.m.	and	forcibly	kissed	her	while	pinning	the	victim	against	
a	wall	by	her	neck	and	holding	a	knife	to	her	throat.	The	attack	was	captured	on	
surveillance	video.	

	 Upon	obtaining	information	that	the	defendant	may	have	昀氀ed	the	scene	on	
a	Westchester	County	Beeline	No.	6	Route	bus,	White	Plains	police	stopped	the	bus	
headed	to	Yonkers	on	North	Broadway	and	removed	the	defendant.		After	his	arrest,	
the	defendant	escaped	from	police	custody.	Following	a	short	foot	pursuit,	during	
which	a	police	o昀케cer	was	injured,	the	defendant	was	apprehended	

	 Police	 recovered	 a	 pocket	 knife	 from	 underneath	 a	 seat	 in	 the	 bus	 near	
where the defendant had allegedly been seated.   

	 Bail	 was	 set	 at	 $50,000	 cash/$100,000	 bond/$500,000	 partially-secured	
bond. The defendant remains in custody at the Westchester County Jail. His next 
court date is Aug. 29.  

	 The	case	is	being	prosecuted	by	Sex	Crimes	Bureau	Chief	Wendy	Parra	and	
Assistant	District	Attorney	Jessica	Taylor,	both	of	the	Special	Prosecutions	Divi-
sion.	The	District	Attorney	thanked	the	City	of	Rye	Police	Department,	the	West-
chester	County	Department	of	Public	Safety,	 the	FBI’s	Westchester	Safe	Streets	
Task	Force,	Criminal	Investigators	 in	 the	Special	Prosecutions	Unit	of	 the	West-
chester	County	District	Attorney’s	O昀케ce	and	the	White	Plains	Department	of	Pub-
lic	Safety	for	their	work	in	both	investigations.		

______________________________________________________________

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

1-855-478-9473
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay o昀昀 balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. E昀昀ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to 
change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. O昀昀er valid at time 
of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT 
#HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, 
MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-
5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

NEW YORK HOMEOWNERS:

YOU MAY *QUALIFY THROUGH 

NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS!

HELP IS AVAILABLE EVEN IF YOU COULD PAY CASH

Qualify Today:  800-944-9393
or visit NYProgramFunding.org to see if you *qualify

Do you need a New Roof and Help paying for it?

 

Do you need Energy Ef昀椀cient Windows & Help paying 

for it?

Approved applications will have the work completed by a quality repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. 
Not af昀椀liated with State or Gov Programs. Contractor License: NY: #2719-h14

*Enrollment is only open during a limited time. Programs, appointments, and 
installations are on a 昀椀rst come, 昀椀rst serve basis in your area.

Any leaking, visible damage, or roof age, may *qualify you!

Drafty windows, energy cost too high, you may *qualify!

FINALLY
�e only place to read 
news that matters to  

your community 

ONLINE

yonkerstimes.com
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By Robert Kalfus

The	23rd	Annual	Heritage	of	 India	Festival	 this	past	Sunday	at	Kensico	Dam	
Plaza’s	featured	an	Indian	Bazaar,	Mehendi	(Henna)	Art,	Indian	Cuisine,	live	Indian	
Cultural	performances,	colorful	Indian	clothing,	and	children’s	arts	and	crafts.	A	doz-
en	sponsors	from	various	health	care	organizations,	pharmacies,	a	funeral	home,	St.	
John’s	Riverside	Hospital,	and	TherapyCare	Physical	Therapy	displayed	their	wares.
Karthigayan	Gopala	Krishnan,	the	President	and	founder	of	TherapyCares	Physical	
Therapy,	started	his	TherapyCares	on	Yonkers	Avenue	ten	years	ago	in	Yonkers,	of-
fering	a	variety	of	excellent	physical	therapies.	President	Krishnan	steadily	build	his	
business	and	expanded,	now	o昀昀	ering	excellent	Physical	Therapy	at	six	centers,	with	
two in Westchester, three in The Bronx, and one in Manhattan.

President	Krishnan	along	with	his	sta昀昀		was	honored,	receiving	an	award	at	the	
23rd Annual Heritage of India at the Kensico Dam Plaza, along with (left to right) 
Geetha	Geddy	Sama,	Nidhi	Shah,	Ishani	Shah,	and	Supriya	Spepherd,	some	of	the	
therapists	working	at	his	now	six	TherapyCare	centers.

______________________________________________________________
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community
STRONG

WE ARE

Is chronic pain holding you back from living your best life? Pain is complicated, 

and we have a solution.

Introducing Westchester’s Newest Interventional Spine & Pain Management 

Center. St. John’s Riverside Hospital’s Stephen Erosa, DO, is Westchester’s 

leading expert specializing in unique pain interventions. He focuses on alleviating 

pain with proven new techniques rather than pharmaceutical intervention.

These techniques typically produce pain relief and allow our patients 

to return to normal activities within 24hrs.

Call 914.904.4040 for a pain management

appointment with Dr. Erosa.

Are you su�ering from pain?

Stephen Erosa, DO

Dr. Erosa speaks about 

Peripheral Nerve Stimulation

St. John’s Riverside Hospital 

Interventional Spine & Pain Center

1022 N. Broadway, Yonkers

Concert	takes	place	November	3rd	at	The	Capitol	Theatre,	Port	Chester

 Each year, the Pace Women’s Justice Center (PWJC) commemorates Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month in October with the culmination of it’s Raising 
the	Bar	Bene昀椀	t	Concert.	This	year’s	concert	will	take	place	at	the	Capitol	Theatre	
on	Thursday,	November	3rd,	at	8:00	PM.		The	full-length	concert	will	be	exclu-
sively	performed	by	the	Grammy-winning	duo,	Indigo	Girls.	The	singer-songwriter	
twosome of Emily Saliers and Amy Ray is considered one of the most successful 
folk	duos	in	history,	with	16	recorded	studio	albums	and	over	15	million	records	
sold.	 Popular	 for	 their	 crowd	 singalong	 1990’s	 chart	 hits	 “Galileo,”	 “Shame	 on	
You,”	and	“Closer	to	Fine,”	which	was	recently	featured	in	the	box	o昀케		ce	summer	
hit	movie	Barbie.	 	Together,	 these	 two	women	are	known	for	 their	activism	and	
championing	of	causes.

	 “We	are	thrilled	and	honored	to	have	the	Indigo	Girls	perform	for	our	ben-
e昀椀	t	concert	 to	raise	awareness	about	domestic	violence,”	states	Cindy	Kanusher,	
Executive	Director	for	PWJC.		“As	activists	with	a	longstanding	commitment	to	
women’s	health	and	human	rights,	and	our	common	mission	to	amplify	the	voices	
of	women	and	survivors	of	abuse,	we	are	eager	for	this	opportunity	to	show	solidar-
ity	and	support	for	PWJC’s	work	to	end	abuse.”

	 Each	October,	the	nonpro昀椀	t	honors	an	individual	who	has	dedicated	them-
selves	to	supporting	the	PWJC	mission	and	its	clients	with	the	Making	a	Di昀昀	erence	
Award.	This	year,	Daniel	Seymour,	President	of	Cannae	Advisors	LLC,	has	been	
selected	as	PWJC’s	honoree	and	will	be	given	a	special	recognition	at	the	bene昀椀	t	
concert.	Dan	has	been	a	devoted	advocate	as	an	Advisory	Board	member	for	over	
four	 years.	 	His	 generous	 professional	 insight,	 and	 dedication	 to	 supporting	 the	
organization’s	 legal	 services	has	helped	 further	 the	mission	 to	combat	 the	social	
justice	challenges	clients	face.	“I	am	in	awe	of	the	dedication	and	commitment	to	
the	victims	of	abuse	that	the	Pace	Women’s	Justice	Center	serves,”	said	Seymour.	
“Cindy	Kanusher	and	the	team	at	PWJC	work	to	increase	access	to	legal	services	
for	victims	of	abuse,	which	ful昀椀	lls	a	critical	need	in	our	community.	I	am	humbled	
to	be	recognized	by	PWJC	and	honored	to	support	this	important	organization.”

	 The	fundraising	event’s	title,	Raising	the	Bar	Bene昀椀	t	Concert,	is	a	nod	to	
PWJC’s	commitment	to	increasing	access	to	justice	and	providing	FREE	critical	
legal	services	to	victims	of	domestic	violence	and	sexual	assault.		The	funds	raised	
will	allow	PWJC	to	continue	helping	their	clients	on	their	journeys	toward	empow-
erment	and	healing.	For	information	on	individual	tickets	and	sponsorships,	visit	
www.PWJCRaisingTheBar.com

_____________________________________________________________

		Indigo	Girls	to	Perform	Bene昀椀	t	Concert				
 for Pace Women’s Justice Center 

		Indian	Heritage	Festival	at	Kensico	Dam	Park	

above: Karthigayan Gopala Krishnan, holding award, with staff  
below: Traditional Indian Dance performances. Photos by Robert Kalfus 


