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    I See Dead People...Voting in Mt. Vernon
City Council Candidate Alleges Voter Fraud 

 Members of the MGM Citizens Advisory Committee, L-R-Maria 
Fernandez, Joe Apicella, Chair Jim Cavanugh, Frank Jereis. Not pic-
tured Larry Wilson. 			  See Story on page --11

        ICE Makes Two More Detentions 
            in Port Chester and Peekskill

    
            Greenburgh Police Officer & Whistleblower
   
                 Kristin Stein Still Fighting for Justice	
         How the “Thin Blue Line” Became a Shield for Corruption

Significant Support, Lingering Concerns at First 
CAC Hearing on Empire City Casino License

continued on pg 15-

By Dan Murphy
Four years ago, we wrote about 

a bombshell lawsuit against the 
Town of Greenburgh, the Green-
burgh Police Department, and 
16 Greenburgh Police officers, 
alleging a pattern of sexual ha-
rassment, sexual assault, and 
retaliation against Police Officer 
Kristin Stein.

A lawsuit filled with evidence 
and integrity is now used to 
show what will happen if you 
tell the truth at the Greenburgh 
Police Department.

Almost 7 years after the as-
sault, Officer Stein is still fight-
ing for justice, and we are here 
to fight with her.

A recent Journal News article 
reported that 14 of the 17 claims 
made by Stein in the lawsuit 
have been dismissed by Federal 
Court Judge Philip Halperin, in-
cluding the 2019 sexual assault 

and is actively working to identify the individuals responsible, including tracking 
down those who posted images of the swastika on social media.

“Yorktown stands united against all forms of bigotry and intolerance. This act is 
profoundly offensive, disappointing, and unacceptable. We urge anyone who en-
counters hateful graffiti or offensive symbols and words in our public spaces to re-
port them to the Yorktown Police Department immediately. Your swift action helps 
us maintain a safe and inclusive environment for everyone, said Supervisor Ed 
Lachterman.

Lachterman was critical of some candidates for the Town Board who posted pho-
tos of the hateful graffiti on social media. “While the intent may have been to inform, 
the manner in which some candidates chose to publicize this incident, particularly 
by posting images of the swastika on social media, was inappropriate and insensitive 
attention-mongering,” Lachterman added.

“Such actions risk amplifying the hateful message and distract from the collabora-
tive efforts needed to address these serious issues responsibly. We must focus on 
unity and effective action, not political opportunism.”

The Town of Yorktown remains committed to fostering a welcoming and respect-
ful community for all residents and will continue to work diligently with law en-
forcement to address and prosecute acts of hate.

Assemblyman Matt Slater said, “Hate has no home in Yorktown. This type of 
behavior is against our community values, and as the great Yorktown Police Depart-
ment has demonstrated in the past, those who perpetrate these disgusting acts will be 
held accountable. I applaud Yorktown Supervisor Ed Lachterman and the town for 
its quick action and continued focus on combating all forms of hate when it raises 
its wicked head.”

Several months ago, two hate symbols were found by the Town at the Yorktown 
Skate Park behind Town Hall, and at Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Field. 

Lachterman told Halston Media-Yorktown News that the earlier incidents are not 
similar to this incident because the Swastika at Turkey Mountain was carved while 
the others were spray-painted, and that the Turkey Mountain location was much 
more remote than downtown Yorktown. 

      Town of Yorktown Condemns Swastika Carved 
Into Tree at Turkey Mountain, Urges Public Vigilance

Yorktown officials strong-
ly condemned the discovery 
of a swastika carved into a 
tree at Turkey Mountain on 
August 10. 

Town officials learned 
about the hateful graffiti late 
Saturday night after seeing 
the image on social media. 
Volunteers with the town’s 
Trail Committee removed 
the offensive symbol early 
Sunday morning, demon-
strating the town’s unwaver-
ing commitment to immedi-
ately eradicating symbols of 
hate from public spaces.

The Yorktown Police De-
partment has launched an in-
vestigation into the incident 

By Dan Murphy 
A democratic candidate for Mt. 

Vernon City Council has filed a 
lawsuit against the Westchester 
County Board of Elections and 
its two commissioners, alleging 
that the voters rolls in Mt. Ver-
non included dead people and 
that the voter rolls increased by 
30% in one year. 

Bill Schwartz, left, is a Mt. 
Vernon resident and member of 
the Mt. Vernon Democratic Par-
ty. He ran for City Council in a 
democratic primary that includ-
ed seven candidates, with three 

candidates moving onto the November elections, but in Mt. Vernon, the winner 
of the democratic primary is the de facto winner already, because of the 10-1 
enrollment edge for Mt. Vernon Democrats. 

The lawsuit states, “The requested relief arises from documented irregulari-
ties and credible allegations of election fraud in the June 24, 2025 Democratic 
Primary, including the unexplained addition of over 9,600 new voter IDs, purg-
ing of enrolled voters without notice, and mismatches in voter ID and registra-
tion data.

Petitioner Bill Schwartz is a duly enrolled voter residing in the City of Mount 
Vernon, Westchester County, New York. Petitioner has standing as a voter 

		  Milton Guamarriga, left, and Amy Lituma with son right 

By Dan Murphy 

Two recent detentions and apprehensions by ICE in Westchester County are 
different from the case that made news last week: The 5 day detention of Scars-
dale HS graduate Yeonsoo Go.

On July 29, Milton Guamarriga, a volunteer fire fighter in Port Chester, was 
detained by ICE and is now in their custody in a Michigan jail. Guamarriga, 
43, has lived in Port Chester for more than 20 years. His wife and children are 
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     Attorney General James Announces First 
      Indictments Under New Deed Theft Law

New York Attorney General Letitia James announced the indictments of Deepa 
Roy, 68, of Manhattan and Victor Quimis, 39, of Queens, who worked together 
to steal the home of Renuka Bherwani, an elderly widow living in Kew Gardens 
Hills, Queens, while she was receiving end-of-life hospice care in her home. An 
investigation by the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) found that Roy and 
Quimis forged Bherwani’s signature on documents transferring ownership of her 
home to themselves. Roy and Quimis later forged additional documents in order 
to transfer ownership of the home to Hunter Studios & Developer Corp. (Hunter 
Studios), a corporation owned by Quimis. Quimis then obtained a $552,500 mort-
gage on the property, allowing him to steal over $300,000 after paying off Bher-
wani’s prior mortgage and liens in his name. Both Roy and Quimis were charged 
with multiple felonies for their roles in the scheme. This case is the first of its 
kind brought under New York’s new deed theft law advanced by Attorney General 
James that criminalizes deed theft and gives OAG original jurisdiction to pros-
ecute deed theft cases.

“Deepa Roy and Victor Quimis preyed on an elderly widow in hospice to steal 
the home she owned for nearly 40 years,” said Attorney General James. “Cases 
like this one are exactly why I fought to advance new laws empowering my office 
to prosecute deed theft and protect New Yorkers’ homes. I will continue to use the 
law as both a sword and a shield to stop these despicable crimes and ensure this 
home is returned to the Bherwani family.”

In 2020, Mrs. Bherwani began receiving in-home care from health aides in the 
Kew Gardens Hills home she had owned since 1986 with her late husband, Mohan 
Bherwani. In March 2021, while suffering from dementia, she granted her son, 
Kamal Bherwani, and daughter-in-law, Sabita Bherwani, full power of attorney to 
manage her affairs. In 2022, around the time when Mohan passed away, Roy began 
visiting Mrs. Bherwani in her home, claiming to her aides that she was one of her 
friends. In the summer of 2024, Roy attempted to persuade Mrs. Bherwani’s health 
aides to allow her to live in a spare room in the home. Kamal and Sabita rejected 
this request.

In October 2024, Roy and Quimis allegedly forged a deed with Mrs. Bherwani’s 
signature transferring ownership of her home to themselves for free. Mrs. Bher-
wani’s signature was notarized with a forged signature and incorrectly dated stamp 
from a Nassau County licensed notary. Roy and Quimis also used Mrs. Bherwani’s 
forged signature on a number of other required real estate transfer documents, 
including a registration form for water and sewer billing from the New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).

In December 2024, Quimis and Roy used a second forged deed to transfer own-
ership of the home to Hunter Studios. The Nassau County notary’s signature was 
again forged on these documents. Quimis used this second fraudulent deed to ob-
tain a mortgage for $552,500. He used this money to pay off Mrs. Bherwani re-
maining mortgage and liens that were now in his name. He then laundered the 
proceeds by transferring the remaining $312,037.57 to Hunter Studios’ bank ac-
counts, which he used for his personal benefit. Roy received at least $15,000 for 
her role in the deed theft via a bank check from the stolen proceeds with a memo 
line stating, “Per agreement”.

Kamal and Sabita discovered the deed theft in December 2024 while opening 
mail at the home, where Mrs. Bherwani still lived and was receiving in-home care. 
Kamal and Sabita found a letter addressed to Quimis from DEP, which congratu-
lated him on becoming the “new owner” of the home and provided instructions on 
how to set up an online account to pay bills. They reported the deed theft to OAG 
shortly after. 

Quimis was arrested on August 4 and charged with four counts of Grand Larceny 
in the First Degree, two counts of Offering a False Instrument for Filing in the First 
Degree, Residential Mortgage Fraud in the Second Degree, Money Laundering in 
the Second Degree, two counts of Criminal Possession of a Forged Instrument in 
the Second Degree, and Scheme to Defraud in the First Degree. Roy remains at 
large and faces the same charges.

This is the first deed theft case brought under a new law championed by Attorney 
General James, which creates a crime of deed theft and gives OAG jurisdiction to 
prosecute it. If convicted, Quimis and Roy face a maximum sentence of eight and 
one-third to 25 years in prison.

New Yorkers who believe they are a victim of deed theft are encouraged to con-
tact OAG by calling 1(800) 771-7755, emailing deedtheft@ag.ny.gov, or filing a 
confidential complaint.  

___________________________________________________________

Deepa Roy and Victor Quimis 
Stole The Home of an Elderly 
Queens Widow While She Re-
ceived End-of-Life Hospice Care

Indictments Are First Brought 
by AG James Using New Crimi-
nal Deed Theft Law She Cham-
pioned
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Letters to the Editor: 
Name The Rte.9 Pedestrian/Bike Bridge 
For Pete Seeger
Last week NYS announced that a new 270-foot pedestrian and bicycle bridge 

along Route 9 in Tarrytown over the NYS Thruway had been completed. Great 
news!

I believe that the bridge should be named in honor of Pete Seeger who did 
more than most to improve the Hudson River.  For much of the last 50 years of 
his life Pete was active in promoting action to clean up the Hudson River through 
the Hudson River Sloop Clearwater organization, dealing with everything from 
PCB contamination of the river caused by industrial manufacturing, to pesticide 
runoff, to harbor dredge spoil disposal.

Everyone who enjoys water sports on the Hudson owes Pete Seeger a huge debt 
of thanks.

Shortly after Pete Seeger died, I suggested that the new bridge over the Hud-
son (the Mario Cuomo Bridge) be named in Pete’s honor. That suggestion was 
rejected. I then suggested that the walkway/bike path over the bridge be named 
in his honor. That was also rejected. We now have a new bridge and a new Gov-
ernor. I’m hopeful that Pete’s life and legacy will be honored. Those of us who 
enjoy the Hudson should reflect on Pete Seeger’s contributions and never forget 
what he did for the river .

PAUL FEINER
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
______________________________________________________________

To the Editor:

Congressman Mike Lawler held a raucous press conference last week to take 
credit for the raised cap on SALT deductions, his signature issue.

Previously, homeowners could deduct the full amount of their state and local 
taxes on their federal tax returns. In 2017, President Trump imposed a cap of 
$10,000 on those deductions. Rep. Lawler is taking a victory lap for getting that 
limit raised to $40,000 as part of the One Big Beautiful Bill that recently passed 
by one vote in each house of Congress. Now, those who itemize their federal 
returns can take this larger SALT deduction.

So why all the fuss about this big “win”? Who would object to a tax deduction? 
It turns out there’s a reason that President Trump wanted this Big Mac of a bill 
passed quickly. Because just like a Big Mac, it’s stuffed with things that are not 
so good for you. Dozens of Lawler’s constituents showed up to the press confer-
ence to remind him that in voting for the raised SALT cap, he also voted to slash 
funding for Medicaid, SNAP (food stamps), and the federal subsidies that help 
people to buy health insurance. He also voted to increase the funding for ICE to 
$75 billion, turning our country into a police state where masked officers can ab-
duct our neighbors without due process and send them off to inhumane detention 
centers. Lawler also voted to give tax breaks to the wealthiest Americans, explod-
ing the federal deficit to the point where it will trigger the PAYGO Act, resulting 
in mandatory cuts to Medicare.

But Mike Lawler is hoping that you’ll just be happy with your extra SALT Big 
Mac and not notice all the really nasty stuff inside.

Celeste Theis
Croton on Hudson
______________________________________________________________
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               Promises, Promises NY17 Congressional Candidate Jessica Reinmann: 
Impeach or Remove RFK Jr. as HHS Secretary    

By Eric Wolf Schoen

JDemocrat Jessica Reinmann, candidate for Congress in New York’s 17th 
District, called for Congress to immediately impeach Health Secretary Robert 
F. Kennedy Jr. and remove him from office due to his continued promotion of 
false information, jeopardizing the health of Americans and people around the 
world.  The US Constitution allows for the impeachment of Cabinet Secretaries 
for “behaving in a manner grossly incompatible with the office,”[1] which Ken-
nedy has done, repeatedly.

Kennedy has promoted measles misinformation during Texas’ worst measles 
outbreak in 30 years[2]; he has promoted dangerous misinformation about the 
cause of AIDS[3]; he has promoted false information on the impact of vaccines 
on various medical conditions including falsely linking them to autism[4]; he 
has recklessly promoted a plan to encourage avian flu to be allowed to spread 
unchecked[5], which experts agree would be a disaster on multiple levels; and 
most recently, he has canceled over $500 million in vaccine research[6] that 
would help America and the world better respond to future diseases like CO-
VID.

“Secretary Kennedy and the Trump Administration’s actions undermine 
America’s health, undermine our national security, and undermine our ability to 
protect our families,” said Reinmann. “All medical professionals operate under 
a ‘first, do no harm’ oath, and we cannot have a Health Secretary whose actions 
cause harm. Congress must act before more people are harmed and more dam-
age is done to our health care infrastructure and responsiveness.”

“When I see a problem, I fix it,” said Reinmann. ”And if Congress does not 
act now, one of my first actions after getting elected will be to file impeachment 
charges against Mr. Kennedy.”

Jessica Reinmann is an attorney, entrepreneur and anti-poverty advocate who 
founded 914Cares to address poverty in the Lower Hudson Valley.  Her cam-
paign continues to gain momentum, with endorsements from  Shawyn Patterson-
Howard (Mount Vernon Mayor), Joe Rende (North Castle Town Supervisor), 
Nancy Low-Hogan (Former Rockland County Legislator), Michele Gregson 
(Founder of Jewish Women of Westchester), Robert Greenstein (Former New 
Castle Town Supervisor), Nora M. Nicholson (Village Board of Croton-on-
Hudson Trustee), Althema Goodson (Ossining Public Library Trustee), Michael 
Hogan (Former Orangetown Democratic Committee Chairman & Member of 
the NYS Democratic Committee), Angela Davis-Farrish (Affordable Hous-
ing and Community Advocate), Jane Kimmel Shepardson (Former President, 
Chappaqua Board of Education), Hilary Grasso (Former President, Chappaqua 
Board of Education), Dawn Greenberg (Co-Founder of Up2Us), and more.

_____________________________________________________________

			   In Home Personal Training         In-Home Personal Training Available. NASM , EMT  and  
Special \ Needs  Certified. Strength Training, Fat Loss, and Muscle  
              Building. Virtual and  online coaching available.  
                       Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.______________________________________

Jessica Reinmann

“We cannot have 
a health secretary 
whose actions harm 
Americans health”

CALL (888) 704−5670

• Fair Cash O
 er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees
• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

We Buy Houses!
Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 

with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 
No Repairs. No Fuss.

So where do we go from here?

We were promised a wall. A wall to keep our people safe and that will keep 
those who do not belong here out of four country,

So we got a half a wall.

We were promised an end to the conflict in the Middle East and it still goes on 
destroying lives, property with no end in sight.

Government agencies, many doing important work had their employees fired 
or drastically cut back. With no backups put in face. This continues destroying 
lives and and putting people in a massive ,state of confusion. And they get mixed 
information as to how to proceed

It’s time that we consumers boycott agencies that take away jobs from Ameri-
cans and our friends!

Reach Eric Wolf Schoen at ewschoen@icloud.com.
_____________________________________________________________

Arena Calls Out Gov. Hochul’s Mid-Decade Redistricting 

Scam: “Power Grabs Aren’t Public Service; Unhealthy for 
Democracy.”

Former State Senate candidate Gina Arena (NY-40) called out Governor Kathy 
Hochul today for “cynically attempting to redraw New York’s legislative lines 
mid-decade,” calling it a “blatant political power grab that flies in the face of a 
healthy democracy.”

“District lines are supposed to be redrawn once a decade—after the census—
not whenever a desperate politician feels her grip on power slipping,” Arena 
charged. “Governor Hochul isn’t protecting voters—she’s protecting incum-
bents, and that’s not healthy for a working democracy. It’s The People who are 
supposed to decide their representatives, not the government.”

Ms. Arena, who ran a strong campaign in the Lower Hudson Valley in 2024, 
hinted that voters may be seeing her name again soon. “Albany insiders can play 
games all they want. I’ll be right here—ready to fight for the people they keep 
forgetting.”

“21st Century Tammany Hall shenanigans need to go,” Ms. Arena continued. 
“Voters deserve better than rigged maps and rigged outcomes. A healthy democ-
racy is what New York needs to move forward and prosper.”

______________________________________________________________

               MGM final 

          Send us your letters, announcements,  Send us your letters, announcements,  
        
       opinions, photos and story ideas to         opinions, photos and story ideas to  
      
             dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com             dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com
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Yonkers Police Charge Man in Shooting-Homicide         County BOL Invests in the Safety 
      and Success of Families and Students

Xavier Palmer

Just before 12:30 am on August 11, 2025, the Yonkers Police Department 
responded to the area of 30 Cliff Street on a report of a male who had been 
shot. Upon arrival, Officers located a 41-year-old male with a gunshot wound 
to his chest. Emergency medical care was rendered on scene, and the victim 
was transported to an area hospital. He unfortunately succumbed to his wound 
and was later pronounced deceased. The victim is identified as 41-year-old 
James Hardy, of Yonkers.

Detectives from the Yonkers Police Major Case Squad and Crime Scene 
Unit responded to process the scene and investigate. The investigation re-
vealed that this was a targeted incident stemming from a dispute between the 
suspect and the victim. While engaged in an argument on the sidewalk, the 
suspect discharged a firearm at the victim, striking him in the chest before 
fleeing the scene.

Detectives identified the suspect as 28-year-old Xavier PALMER of Yon-
kers. He was arrested earlier today by Detectives with the assistance of YPD 
ESU & FBI Westchester Safe Streets Task Force, and is being charged with 
Murder 2nd Degree and Criminal Possession of a Weapon 2nd Degree, both 
felonies.

“Great work by our Detectives in identifying and apprehending the shooter 
in this case within just 12 hours of the incident,” Police Commissioner Chris-
topher Sapienza stated. “We will not tolerate senseless violence on our streets. 
If you commit these acts here, you will be apprehended and delivered to the 
justice system. We extend our condolences to the victim’s family and friends 
in this difficult time.”

This case is being prosecuted by the Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office.

Note: Booking charges are merely accusations, and the suspect is presumed 
innocent until found guilty in a court of law.

____________________________________________________________

Fourth Precinct Community Council 
The Fourth Precinct's Community Council will hold its monthly meeting 

at 7:00 PM on Thursday, August 21, 2025, in the meeting room at the Fourth 
Police Precinct at 53 Shonnard Terrace. Anyone who lives or works in the 
area served by the Fourth Police Precinct is welcome to attend. All elected of-
ficials are also welcome. Captain Jeremiah Foley, Precinct Commander, and 
Lieutenant Robert Varley will be available to discuss your issues and matters 
of interest.

___________________________________________________________\
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The Westchester County Board of Legislators authorized critical improvements 
for the County’s largest family shelter plus after-school programming for sixth-
graders in Yonkers during its meeting on Monday, August 4, 2025.

The Board acted to directly enhance residents’ daily lives by ensuring safe, 
healthy living conditions for vulnerable families and provide essential resources to 
help sixth-grade students successfully navigate one of the most challenging aca-
demic transitions.

Investing in Safe, Healthy Conditions at County’s Largest Family Shelter
The Board allocated $855,000 in bonds to fund essential infrastructure improve-

ments at the Coachman Family Center in White Plains, Westchester County’s larg-
est family homeless shelter. The investment will address three key areas: replacing 
deteriorating water service lines, upgrading the fire suppression system, and relo-
cating and improving ventilation systems that serve commercial spaces, including 
a nail salon and barber shop, within the facility.

Currently, up to 100 families with 189 children live at the Coachman while 
working toward securing permanent housing and independence. The facility pro-
vides housing-focused case management services including skill building, advo-
cacy, crisis intervention, and connection to community resources. Families also 
have access to on-site childcare for preschoolers and a youth center for school-age 
children.

The infrastructure upgrades will improve air quality and building reliability for 
all shelter residents. The improvements represent the Board’s ongoing commit-
ment to empowering families of all backgrounds as they work to achieve stability.

Legislator Jewel Williams Johnson,  Chair of the Board’s Budget and Appropria-
tions Committee, said of the investment, “Updating and modernizing the infra-
structure of our shelter system is not just a matter of maintenance—it is a matter of 
dignity for our unhoused neighbors. The planned improvements to the Coachman 
Family Center in my district will enhance both the living spaces for those seeking 
stability and the commercial areas leased by long-standing tenants. These upgrades 
will ensure safer, more functional environments for all who use the building, while 
the continued revenue from these businesses helps sustain essential services.”

Legislator Nancy E. Barr said, “The Board’s approval to finance improvements 
at the Coachman Family Center is yet another example of the County’s commit-
ment to maintaining and investing in county-owned infrastructure before facilities 
fall into disrepair, which would require even larger expenditures down the road. 
This center is a critical asset for Westchester residents facing homelessness as a re-
sult of eviction, house fires, storm damage, medical emergencies, or chronic health 
issues.”

Partnering with Yonkers to Support Students’ Transition to Middle School
The Board also endorsed an inter-municipal agreement (IMA) with the City of 

Yonkers to fund the Yonkers Sixth Grade Leadership Academy, an after-school 
program designed to help sixth-grade students successfully transition into middle 
school through weekly lessons on leadership and social skills, self-development, 
anti-bullying, academics, and mental health. The program will be open to all cur-
rent Yonkers youth in sixth grade and will be taught by on-site staff and special 
guest instructors.

Under the approved cost-sharing arrangement, Westchester County will con-
tribute up to $110,000 with Yonkers providing a 100% match for the program 
this year. This partnership addresses a critical developmental period for youth by 
providing essential guidance during the challenging transition from elementary to 
middle school. The Westchester County Youth Bureau will collaborate with The 
City of Yonkers Youth Bureau to oversee the program.

Board Vice Chair José I. Alvarado said of the agreement, “I’m proud to support 
this funding—not only as Vice-Chair of the Board of Legislators, but as a repre-
sentative of the City. This unique program gives our young people the chance to 
grow through fun, hands-on learning experiences that focus on respect, goal set-
ting, self-care, and personal presentation. We’ve already seen incredible growth in 
students, and parents are truly grateful. The City of Yonkers Youth Bureau’s Youth 
Leadership Academy is making a real difference, and I believe it will continue to 
help our youth thrive as they transition into middle school and beyond.”

Legislator David J. Tubiolo said, “As one of the members of the Board of Leg-
islators proudly serving the third largest city in New York State, I am delighted 
to support this initiative that provides opportunity to our community’s greatest 
resource: the youth.  Funding this inter-municipal agreement between the County 
and City of Yonkers’ Sixth Grade Leadership Academy will provide our young-
sters with the tools they need as they make this pivotal transition in their academic 
and life journeys.”

Minority Whip James Nolan said, “I’m proud to support the approval of this 
$220,000 agreement with Yonkers to fund the Sixth Grade Leadership Academy. 
This after-school program plays a vital role in helping students successfully tran-
sition into middle school, build confidence, and develop the skills they need to 
thrive. As a graduate of the Yonkers Public School System, I know the importance 
programs like these play.”

Legislator Shanae Williams said, “The Board’s approval of the $220,000 IMA 
with Yonkers is a significant investment in our youth at a pivotal stage in their 
development. Not all children learn the same way-- the Sixth Grade Leadership 
Academy offers a dynamic, alternative approach to reinforce academic skills and 
support diverse learning needs.”
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1-855-916-5473

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-844-818-2401
Discreet Delivery

Try for 

FREEAbsorbs up 
to 6 cups

Limited Time O�er!
Get a 

FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

888-448-0421TOLL
FREE 

BOGO
40% OFF*

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

OFFER ENDS 8/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

Mount Pleasant Police Chief Paul Oliva, Jr. has been elected President of the 
New York State Association of Chiefs of Police’s (NYSACOP) Board of Officers.

Chief Oliva took his oath of office on July 14 at the organization's 2025 Training 
Conference in Monticello. Chief Oliva’s election marks a significant moment, as 
he assumes the presidency 45 years after his father, former Mount Pleasant Police 
Chief Paul Oliva, Sr., took an oath of office in 1980 to lead the same association. 
His father led the Mount Pleasant Police Department from 1968 until 1992.

“It is an incredible honor to be elected to lead the New York State Association 
of Chiefs of Police, especially following in the footsteps of my father,” said Chief 
Oliva. “This organization is devoted to excellence in law enforcement and ensur-
ing justice for all, and I am deeply committed to upholding that legacy.”

The NYSACOP is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to serving the people 
of New York in the maintenance of law and order and to supporting the more than 
500 police chiefs. The primary purpose of the association is to gather, disseminate, 
and promote useful information to New York’s law enforcement agencies.

“Chief Oliva's dedication and outstanding leadership have been invaluable to 
our community, and I have no doubt that his vision and commitment will help the 
New York State Association of Chiefs of Police continue to thrive and achieve 
new heights in serving law enforcement across the state,” said Mount Pleasant 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi.

Chief Oliva, Jr. has served as the Mount Pleasant Police Department’s chief of 
police since 2014, following 25 years of service to the force as an officer, sergeant, 
and lieutenant. He initially joined the Mount Pleasant Police in 1988.

______________________________________________________________

Mount Pleasant 
Supervisor Carl Ful-

genzi, left, adminis-
ters an oath of office to 
Mount Pleasant Police 
Chief Paul Oliva, Jr. at 

NYSACOP’s training 
conference on July 14, 
2025.

Mattie Wilkes 
with a LIDAR 
camera at 1 

Executive Blvd. 
in Yonkers. Photo 
courtesy of the 
BCW.

In a significant stride for real estate innovation, the Business Council of West-
chester’s Westchester Innovation Network (WIN) recently facilitated a digital 
scan of a Simone Development Companies property by ReX2, a company at the 
forefront of digital-twin technology.

The scanning of One Executive Boulevard in North Yonkers, a medical office 
building newly acquired and renovated by Simone Development, served as a cru-
cial test and demonstration of ReX2’s capabilities. A scan of the building, known 
as a digital twin, allowed ReX2 to create videos that allow prospective tenants 
to have a 3D experience walking through the building’s finished and unfinished 
spaces.

“The goal was originally to bring people into the space,” said Mattie Wilkes, 
ReX2’s founder. “Anybody on Simone’s leasing team can guide people, whether 
over the phone or on Zoom, through the whole building.”

Wilkes, 26, of Mount Kisco, established ReX2 just over three years ago, focus-
ing on creating tailor made digital twins of physical spaces, differentiating itself 
significantly from standard virtual tours.

Unlike typical virtual walkthroughs that feature standard imagery, ReX2 uses 
LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) and infrared scanning. LIDAR devices 
emit laser light pulses to measure distances to objects and walls to create 3D mod-
els of any environment. This versatile technology can map terrain, assess hazards, 
and guide autonomous vehicles.

The digital twinning of a property allows architects to export measurements 
directly into CAD software for proposals, printing, and even generate floor plans 
for buildings where none exist.

The on-site scanning for One Executive Boulevard took approximately four 
days, followed by several weeks of collaborative work with Simone Develop-
ment’s in-house leasing, construction, and property management teams for edit-
ing and information integration. Wilkes praised the experience of working with 
the Simone team, specifically commending director of leasing Jeremy Schwartz 
and vice-president of leasing Josh Gopan for their helpfulness and communica-
tion.

“We are very enthusiastic about supporting the WIN program by partnering 
with ReX2 to test their emerging real estate technology. The ReX2 team cre-
ated an incredible 3D digital twin of our North Yonkers medical property at One 
Executive Blvd, which will be a phenomenal tool for our leasing team,” said Pa-
tricia Simone, Principal & President of Simone Management Group and a BCW 
board member. “This project truly embodies the mission of the BCW to connect 
businesses in our community so that they can support each other and grow the 
economy.”

The match between ReX2 and Simone Development reflects the BCW WIN’s 
mission to pair emerging innovators with established local companies to foster the 
latest ideas, drive research and discovery, and cultivate job growth in Westchester 
County.

“We are thrilled that WIN facilitated such an impactful match between ReX2 
and Simone Development Companies,” said BCW president and CEO Marsha 
Gordon. “Introducing cutting-edge technology to one of Westchester County’s 
leading commercial real estate development companies exemplifies the WIN pro-
gram’s primary mission: to empower business leaders to embrace innovative solu-
tions, ensuring they continue to thrive and drive economic growth in our region.”

_______________________________________________________________
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Notice of formation of Schmoose Pack Projects LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/20/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Bruce Wong 10 Station Square Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of OnPoint Home Designs LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 8/28/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 14 Crosby Court, Cortlandt Manor NY 10567. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

_____________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of 1M Consulting LLC filed with the SSNY on 11/05/2024 
with the existence date as 01/01/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whole processes against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of processes to the LLC, 3 Ward Street, Hastings-on-
Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of LIQUID ASSET SERVICES LLC. Application for 
Authority Filed with the SSNY on 12/05/2024. Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to THE LLC, 46 LINCOLN 
AVENUE, PORT CHESTER, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of formation of IT TAKES ALL KINDS PICTURES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/21/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY. shall mail copy of process to the LLC, Republic Registered Agent Ser-
vices Inc. 54 State Street Suite 804 Albany, NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful 

Notice of Formation of SteenShotz LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 03/12/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC, 343 South 3rd Avenue, Mt. Venron NY 
10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

__________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Super Smart Future LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 04/20/2023. Office Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Super Smart Future 
LLC, 58 Valley Rd, Katonah, NY 10536. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of BLUEPRINTS AND BEYOND LLC. Arts of Org. filed 
with Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on February 4th, 2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC: 70 Ashburton Avenue, Apt. 7H, Yonkers, New York, 10701. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of FUSE WORKS LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 04/11/2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County, NY. SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
54 Brosnan Pl, Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  

Name of formation of THEOAK LLC. Date of filing Articles of Organization 
with the Secretary of State (SSNY) 6/14/24. The LLC is located in Westchester 
County. The SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The post office address to which the SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against it served is to the principal business location at c/o 
669 Main Street, Unit 605, New Rochelle NY 10801. Purpose:  any lawful act or 
activity.

Notice of Formation of PRINCE & BROADWAY PROPERTIES LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 1/22/25. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 172 Rockne Road, Yonkers, NY 10701. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of Math Power LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY On 
07/12/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 35 Florence St, Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of 155 ROUTE 202 LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 07/10/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 401 Broadway, Suit 1111, NY, NY 10013.  Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Beautifully Hauled LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 07/15/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC 28 Chestnut Street, Yonkers NY 10701. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of LCS Advisers LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 7/11/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 260 Garth Road, Apt. 2d4, Scarsdale, NY  10583. Purpose: 
any lawful activity
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NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NEW YORK WESTCHESTER COUNTY

In the District Court

25CV005296-400 Child Custody Proceeding To against Andre Peart:

Take notice that a pleading seeking relief against you has been filed in the 
above-entitled Child Custody proceeding. The nature of the relief being sought 
is as follows:

Child Custody Complaint in Guilford County, North Carolina

You are required to make defense to such pleading not later than August 23, 
2025 and upon your failure to do so the party seeking service against you will 
apply to the court for the relief sought.

This, the 28th day of July, 2025

Kelley Brosky, Atty. for the Plaintiff

122 N. Elm St., Suite 900, Greensboro, NC 27401
___________________________________________________________

THE CITY OF YONKERS/YONKERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BUREAU OF 
PURCHASING, One Larkin Center, 3RD Floor, Yonkers, New York 10701 (Lo-
cated in the Yonkers Riverfront Library Building across from the Metro-North 
train station) will receive sealed Bids and Proposals for the following projects until 
2:00 PM, on the dates below.  

Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read at the address above in the 3rd 
Floor Finance Conference Room.  

The building is open from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for receiving packages via cou-
rier services and in person.  If delivering bids in person, individuals must see the 
Public Safety Officer in the library atrium, who will contact Purchasing to meet the 
individual at the 3rd floor elevator.  

Those interested in listening to the Sealed Bids opening and the reading of bids 
can dial Conference Call number 1-701-802-5221 and enter Access Code 1354203 
when prompted.  

Solicitation documents are available for downloading from the Empire State 
Purchasing Group website at http://www.empirestatebidsystem.com/.  The City 
welcomes and encourages participation by local and minority and women owned 
business enterprises.

1)	 Bid No. RFB-7505 – Opening date: 09/05/2025: Twelve-month contract 
with additional Twelve-Month Option to provide on-call roofing maintenance and 
repair services for City owned facilities (NG).

2)	 Bid No. RFB-7508 – Opening Date: 08/27/2025: Provide Cisco Flex (Or 
Yonkers Approved Equal) for On-Premises Calling for Education Software Li-
censes (NG).

3)	 Bid No. RFB-7507 – Opening Date: 09/05/2025: Twelve-month contract 
with an option to renew for the purchase of ½” crush stone as needed (TN).

4)	 Bid No. RFB-7510 – Opening Date: 09/05/2025: Purchase of Urban SBK 
Speed and Traffic Calming data software licenses (or Yonkers Approved Equal) 
(VB).

5)	 Bid No. RFB-7509 – Opening date: 9/5/2025: General construction con-
tract for the exterior door replacement at Paideia School 15 (MM).

6)	 Bid No. RFB-7511 – Opening date: 9/5/2025: Purchase of 1-10 Buick 
Envista Sport Touring Model (or Yonkers approved equal) (MM).

YONKERS POLICE DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ABANDONED VEHICLE

I, Christopher Sapienza, Commissioner of the Yonkers Police Department, 
do hereby issue the following notice pursuant to Sections 109-144 and 109-
147 of the Code of the City of Yonkers:

A 2017 Honda CRV, identified by VIN # 2HKRW2H92HH617063) has been 
lawfully impounded since 05/02/25 and to this date no owner has come for-
ward to claim any interest in this vehicle. Any persons having a legal interest 
in this vehicle may seek recovery of said vehicle by contacting Lt. Gregory 
Forshey no later than 09/12/25. If such person has a legal right to the vehicle, 
they shall be responsible for all costs incurred by the City to remove and store 
said vehicle and for the cost to publish any notice.

If this vehicle is not claimed by 09/12/25, the vehicle shall be deemed aban-
doned and title shall vest with the City on 09/12/25, (20 business days from 
the date of publication).

    Send us your letters, announcements,     Send us your letters, announcements, 
     opinions, photos & story ideas to      opinions, photos & story ideas to 
     dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com     dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com
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 Remembering Michael Richard Bennett: 
                  A Yonkers Treasure

             Dr. James Yu Now Available
         to Bring Pain Relief to Patients

            Buying Comics! 
      Looking for 1960’s-1990’s 
      I PAY CASH!  Located in Yonkers 
   Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.

NEW 2025 FUNDING PROGRAMS 
AVAILABLE NOW!

888-849-9991
or visit NyProgramFunding.com

• Need a NEW ROOF and HELP PAYING for it?
Any leaking, visible damage, or roof age qualifies!

• Money flying out of old, drafty WINDOWS?
You may qualify for new energy efficient windows!

NEW YORK 
HOMEOWNERS:

Enrollment is only open during a limited time. Programs, appointments, 
and installations are on a first come, first serve basis in your area.

HELP IS AVAILABLE EVEN IF YOU COULD PAY CASH
Approved applications will have the work completed by a quality repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER 

FUNDING. Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs. License NY:RC-H-21274

One time use only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or 
offer. Valid for any new service except subscription fees. Must mention 

coupon at the time of sale. 

One touch of a button 
                  sends help fast, 24/7.
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I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me.
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®

HELP ON THE GO
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with GPS!

HELP AT HOME

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776
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James Yu, DO, MS

Saint Joseph’s Medical Center is 
proud to announce that James Yu, 
DO, MS, will be available to provide 
safe and eff ective pain relief to pa-
tients.

Dr. Yu, who is now affi  liated with 
Saint Joseph’s Medical Center, is a 
dual-trained anesthesiologist and in-
terventional pain management phy-
sician who is dedicated to helping 
patients achieve lasting relief from 
chronic pain. Dr. Yu off ers advanced, 
evidence-based treatment options 
that are tailored to each patient’s 

needs and focused on improving their quality of life.
A native of New York, Dr. Yu earned both his master’s degree in biomedical 

sciences and his medical degree from Touro College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
where he also conducted research in neuroscience and pain medicine. He com-
pleted his residency in anesthesiology at the University of Illinois Chicago, 
followed by subspecialty training through the prestigious Tri-Institutional Pain 
Fellowship, where he trained at Weill Cornell-NY Presbyterian Hospital, Me-
morial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and the Hospital for Special Surgery.

Dr. Yu brings extensive experience in minimally invasive techniques to treat 
a wide range of acute and chronic pain conditions. His approach is rooted in 
providing safe, patient-centered care that helps restore function and promote 
long-term wellness. He off ers expert diagnosis and treatment for a variety of 
pain conditions, including neck and low back pain, disc herniations and degen-
erative disc disease, arthritis of the cervical/lumbar spine, spinal stenosis and 
sciatica, peripheral nerve pain and diabetic neuropathy, vertebral compression 
fractures, joint pain (shoulder, hip, knee), muscular pain, tendonitis, bursitis, 
complex regional pain syndrome, post-surgical pain, abdominal and pelvic 
pain, cancer-related pain, migraine headaches, and treatment-resistant anxiety 
and PTSD.

Dr. Yu off ers a wide array of interventional and non-surgical treatments, in-
cluding epidural steroid injections, nerve blocks, radiofrequency ablation, joint 
and trigger point injections, neuromodulation (spinal cord stimulation), endo-
scopic discectomy, regenerative medicine therapies (PRP), stellate ganglion 
blocks (for PTSD, anxiety, long COVID), and non-narcotic medication man-
agement. His approach to pain management is guided by compassion, clinical 
excellence, and collaboration. His care model includes detailed evaluations 
to identify the root cause of pain, personalized treatment plans designed for 
long-term relief, coordination with physical therapists, surgeons, and special-
ists, and ongoing patient education to support self-management and recovery.

Dr. Yu will have offi  ce space in Southern Westchester Orthopedics and Sports 
Medicine, located at 970 North Broadway, Suite 204 in Yonkers.

To schedule an appointment with Dr. Yu, please call 516-229-1443.
For more information, visit saintjosephs.org.
____________________________________________________________
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Michael Bennett, aged 91, of Fort Mill, South Carolina, passed away peace-
fully at home on August 5, 2025. The family will host a celebration of life at 
Edwards Dowdle Funeral Home in Dobbs Ferry on Thursday, August 14, 2025 
at 10:30 am.

Born in Yonkers, New York, Mike was the son of James Bennett and Julia Cur-
ley. He attended Yonkers High School and after graduating, went directly into the 
Navy, serving on an AKA during the Korean Confl ict. He went to navigational 
school in Bainbridge, Maryland and when a civilian again, attended City College 
in New York for two years.

While working in Albany, New York for over thirty years, he assisted three 
State Senators – John E. (“Chippie”) Flynn, Christian Ambruster and William 
F. Condon. At the same time, he also worked as a bricklayer in New York City 
for over 25 years. In Albany, he served as a lobbyist for the National Electrical 
Contractors Association for more than 15 years, as well as the Sandy Hook and 
Hudson River Pilots. Mike served as a Legislative Advisor for the New York 
State Bricklayers and Allied Craftsmen, was a member of the New York State 
Conference of the B.A.C. Committee on apprenticeship and training and served 
as a consultant to the Pointers, Caulkers and Cleaners on Building and Mason 
Restoration.

Mike worked on a project related to the deceased Yonkers’ veterans of the Ko-
rean Confl ict, along with the annual P.A.L. Poster Contest in Yonkers.

Roberta and Mike were married for 52 years. They lived in Hastings-on-Hud-
son, New York for over 45 years and moved to South Carolina in 2020. They 
have three sons - Rob (Lorraine), Jimmy and Michael - and three grandchildren 
– Sophie, Brodie and Molly. Mike is survived by two sisters - Peggy Boscarino 
and Mary Lou Magner.

Editor’s Note: I spent many happy days with Mike Bennett. Together with his 
amigo, photographer Ed Whitman, Mike would travel the city and take the pho-
tographs which we would run in our Yonkers Rising paper. These photo would 
come in almost every week for years, with Mike providing a keen eye to which 
photos should be included and which photo should make it to the front page.

Mike was a non-partisan supporter of the Mayor of Yonkers and the City of 
Yonkers. With his work and Ed’s photos, Mike presented the positive side of 
Yonkers, through its people and organizations. They came into my offi  ce with 
their photos when Phil Amicone was Mayor and then when Mike Spano was 
Mayor. 

Mike was a big part of the Yonkers PAL and helped serve thousands of young 
adults by keeping the door at the Walshin Center open. 

I learned about the Chosin River, and Yonkers history, and legendary Yonkers 
fi gures like Tom Brogran from Mike, who served on the staff  of one of Yonkers 
famous politicians: State Senator John Flynn. 

God Bless Roberta and his family, I am glad that you got to spend these last 
few years with Mike.

_____________________________________________________________

Mike Bennett



 FRIDAY AUGUST 15, 2025 - WESTCHESTER RISING - PAGE 8

                  
        Read it all Online         Read it all Online 
     at Yonkers Times.com     at Yonkers Times.com

See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special 
		   		   
		 		
		  3 Months-$299.00		  3 Months-$299.00
		 		
		  6 Months--$499.00 		  6 Months--$499.00 
		  12 Months -$899.00 		  12 Months -$899.00 

    email risingmediagroup@gmail.com     email risingmediagroup@gmail.com 
________________________________________________________________________

AVAILABLE UNITS AND INCOME REQUIREMENTS 
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S Unit Size Monthly Rent1 Units Available Household Size2 

Annual Household Income3 
(Minimum – Maximum)4 

Studio 30% of the household 
income 

2 → 1 person $96,390 - $119,000 
2 person $110,160 - $136,000 

1 bedroom 30% of the household 
income 

9 → 
1 person $96,390 - $119,000 
2 person $110,160 - $136,000 
3 person $123,930 - $153,000 

2 bedroom 
30% of the household 

income 3 → 

2 person $110,160 - $136,000 
3 person  $123,930 - $153,000 
4 person $137,700 - $170,000 
5 person $148,716 - $183,600 

3 bedroom 30% of the household 
income 

1 → 

3 person $123,930 - $153,000 
4 person $137,700 - $170,000 
5 person $148,716 - $183,600 
 6 person $159,732 - $197,200 
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Unit Size Monthly Rent1 Units Available Household Size2 
Annual Household Income3 

(Minimum – Maximum)4 

Studio 30% of the household 
income 

2 → 1 person $78,540 - $95,200 
2 person $89,760 - $108,800 

1 bedroom 30% of the household 
income 

4 → 
1 person $78,540 - $95,200 
2 person $89,760 - $108,800 
3 person $100,980 - $122,400 

2 bedroom 30% of the household 
income 

2 → 

2 person $89,760 - $108,800 
3 person $100,980 - $122,400 
4 person $112,200 - $136,00 
5 person $121,176 - $146,900 
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S Unit Size Monthly Rent1 Units Available Household Size2 

Annual Household Income3 
(Minimum – Maximum)4 

Studio 30% of the household 
income 

3 → 1 person $47,600 - $77,350 
2 person $54,400 - $88,400 

1 bedroom 30% of the household 
income 

6 → 
1 person $47,600 - $77,350 
 2 person  $54,400 - $88,400 
3 person $61,200 - $99,450 

2 bedroom 30% of the household 
income 

5 → 

2 person $54,400 - $88,400 
3 person  $61,200 - $99,450 
4 person $68,000 - $110,500 
5 person $73,440 - $119,340 

3 bedroom 30% of the household 
income 

1 
→ 

3 person $61,200 - $99,450 
4 person $68,000 - $110,500 
5 person $73,440 - $119,340 
6 person $78,880 - $128,180 

1 Rent includes gas for cooking. 
2 Household size includes everyone who will live with you, including parents and children. Subject to occupancy criteria.
3 Household earnings includes salary, hourly wages, tips, Social Security, child support, and other income. Income guidelines subject to change..
4 If family may only lease under affordable program if this will be their primary address
5 Employees of MHACY and Mulford Corporation are prohibited from applying and are ineligible for consideration.
6Other Rental subsidies may not be used in conjunction with Affordable Housing Program

How Do You Apply?
Apply online starting 00/02/2025 11:59pm. To apply online, please go to www.hudsonpiers.com Only send one application per household. Do not submit 
duplicate applications. Applicants who submit more than one application may be disqualified.
When is the Deadline?
Applications will be accepted until units are filled. Applications not selected will remain on the waiting list.
What Happens After You Submit an application?
After the application deadline, submissions will be reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis. Please note that applicants will be considered in the order in which 
their documents are completed. If your application is selected, you will be asked to submit documentation through a secure online platform called Rent Café. All
household members over the age of 18 will be subject to a credit and background check.

How Do You Apply?
Apply online starting 08/22/2025 1111::5599ppmm.. To apply online, please go to www.hudsonpiers.com. Once on the website, click the “Apply 
for Affordable” button to get started. Only send one application per household. Do not submit duplicate applications. Applicants who 
submit more than one application may be disqualified.
When is the Deadline? 
Applications will be accepted until units are filled. Applications not selected will remain on the waiting list.
What Happens After You Submit an application?
After the application deadline, submissions will be reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis. Please note that applicants will 
be considered in the order in which their documents are completed. If your application is selected, you will be asked to submit 
documentation through a secure online platform called Rent Café. All household members over the age of 18 will be subject to 
a credit and background check.

For questions or inquiries, please email HPaffordable@mulfordcorporation.com.

Who Should Apply?
Individuals or households who meet the income and household size requirements listed in the table below may apply. Qualified 
applicants will be required to meet additional selection criteria.

Hudson Piers Affordable Housing Program
38 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS at 55 Riverside Dr, Yonkers, NY, 10701

1 Rent includes gas for cooking.
2 Household size includes everyone who will live with you, including parents and children. Subject to occupancy criteria.
3 Household earnings includes salary, hourly wages, tips, Social Security, child support, and other income. Income guidelines subject to change.
4 A family may only participate in the COY AHO program if this will be their primary residence.
5 Employees of MHACY and Mulford Corporation are prohibited from applying and are ineligible for consideration.
6 Other Rental subsidies may not be used in conjunction with Affordable Housing Program.

    Send us your letters, announcements,     Send us your letters, announcements, 
     opinions, photos & story ideas to      opinions, photos & story ideas to 
     dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com     dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com
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          Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins 
          Funds Odell Rochambeau Museum

Mayor Spano has offi  cially launched the 14th Annual Yonkers “Backpack to School” 
Drive! Through August 18, you can donate new backpacks and school supplies at the 
following drop-off  locations: Yonkers City Hall (40 S Broadway), Riverfront Library 
(1 Larkin Center) Grinton I. Will Library (1500 Central Park Ave), Crestwood Library 
(16 Thompson St), Police Precinct 1 – 730 E. Grassy Sprain Rd, Police Precinct 2 – 441 
Central Park Ave, Police Precinct 3 – 435 Riverdale Ave, Police Precinct 4 – 53 Shon-
nard Place. More info: yonkersny.gov/backpackdrive

A DICK VAN DYKE SHOW CELEBRATION WITH 

LARRY MATHEWS (AKA RITCHIE PETRIE) AT 

       THE NEW ROCHELLE LIBRARY Sept. 13

.Event Highlights Include:
Live commentary during a screening of Mathews’ favorite episode, Never 

Name a Duck
Never-before-seen color home movies and rare behind-the-scenes photos 

from the set
Audience Q&A, with chances to win autographed memorabilia
Meet-and-greet reception with selfi e and autograph opportunities (fees apply; 

cash only)
Special exhibit of vintage memorabilia and replica props from the show
Moderated by David Van Deusen, publisher of The Walnut Times, a fan news-

letter dedicated to The Dick Van Dyke Show
“New Rochelle has always been proud to be part of television history through 

The Dick Van Dyke Show,” said Eugenia Schatoff , Executive Director of the 
New Rochelle Public Library. “Welcoming Larry Mathews back to his TV 
‘hometown’ is a treat for fans of all ages, and a wonderful opportunity to cel-
ebrate a show that brought so much laughter and joy to so many.”

“The New Rochelle Council on the Arts is delighted to co-sponsor this event 
with the NRPL,” says NRCA President Theresda Kump Leghorn. “It’s a won-
derful opportunity to celebrate New Rochelle’s unique place in the fabric of 
American culture.”

This free program is open to all, but registration is required at bit.ly/NRPL_
DickVanDyke_09_2025 , and seating is fi rst-come, fi rst-served. The New Ro-
chelle Public Library is located at 1 Library Plaza, New Rochelle, NY 10801.

Larry Mathews, as 
Richie Petrie above, 
and today, below

The New Rochelle 
Public Library (NRPL), 
in partnership with the 
New Rochelle Council 
on the Arts (NRCA), is 
thrilled to present a nos-
talgic celebration of  The 
Dick Van Dyke Show, 
one of television’s most 
beloved sitcoms. On 
Saturday, September 13, 
2025, 12:00 – 4:00 pm, 
actor Larry Mathews—
best known as Ritchie 
Petrie—returns to New 
Rochelle, the show’s fi c-
tional hometown, for an 
unforgettable afternoon 
of memories, laughter, 
and behind-the-scenes 
stories.

Mathews, who grew up on screen 
as the son of Rob and Laura Petrie 
(played by Dick Van Dyke and Mary 
Tyler Moore), will share personal re-
fl ections of working alongside com-
edy legends including Rose Marie and 
Morey Amsterdam

The nonprofi t Friends of Odell House Rochambeau Headquarters will turn the 
historic house, long in disrepair, into a  museum of Westchester’s revolutionary 
war eff orts with help from a $250,000 state grant secured by Senate Majority Lead-
er Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

The museum, tentatively set to open in the spring of 2026, in time for nation-
wide observances of America’s 250th birthday, will feature exhibits throughout the 
house’s ten rooms, providing guests with an immersive and educational experi-
ence, telling the story of the house and its pivotal role in the Revolutionary War.

Said Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins: “It was my pleasure to deliver 
the funds needed to see this visionary museum project to completion. Here in the 
Town of Greenburgh, we have a site as deeply rooted in our nation’s founding as 
any in the country, and our community is blessed to have dedicated organizations 
like the Friends of Odell House Rochambeau Headquarters to serve as stewards of 
this remarkable historical resource. I look forward to seeing these exhibits com-
pleted when the museum opens to the public.”

Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins visited the Odell House property in Hartsdale 
to meet with the nonprofi t’s representatives and get a sneak peek of some of the 
artifacts the museum will feature when it opens.

Said Friends of Odell House Rochambeau Headquarters President Susan Seal: 
“I am so grateful to the Majority Leader for providing the key funding for the 
museum exhibits. The Senator has been our enthusiastic supporter from the very 
beginning and this major grant allows us to build modern, interactive and informa-
tive exhibits that will engage and excite visitors.”

The Odell House dates to 1732 and served as headquarters for Gen. George 
Washington’s French ally, Gen. Count de Rochambeau during the Revolutionary 
War. It was there, in 1781, that Rochambeau and Washington hatched the plan 
to march the Continental and French armies south from New York to Virginia to 
confront the British. Just a few weeks later, the pair led their forces to victory over 
British troops at Yorktown, eff ectively ending the war and securing American in-
dependence. The house is named for Revolutionary soldier Col. John Odell, a key 
guide to Gen. Washington during the war. Odell purchased the property after the 
war ended and fi ve generations of his descendants lived in the Hartsdale home. 
When the Town of Greenburgh took ownership in 2020, the work to transform it 
into a museum began.

Restoration of the house has been underway since 2021 and is nearly complete 
thanks in part to more than $2 million in funding from the New York State De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and supported with a 
$500,000 grant from Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins. The museum will contain 
the many relics and historic artifacts which the Friends are meticulously cataloging 
for themed exhibits, with a goal to open to the public next spring.

Friends of Odell House Rochambeau Headquarters representatives who joined 
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins are: President Susan Seal, Vice President Tom 
Hay, Secretary Vaneska Pasqua, Co-Treasurer David Seal, Communications Direc-
tor Marc Cheshire, Sandy Morrissey, Ken Jones, Rob Pellegrino, Peter Marcus, 
Amelia Bucarelli and Bob Hermann.

_______________________________________________________________
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    Tragedy Sparks Call for Reform: NY Attorney 
Urges Passage of Kyra’s Law to Protect Children 
			   in Custody Cases

             "The key to the future of the world

                 is finding the optimistic stories 

                 and letting them be known.”      

                                 -Pete Seeger-

                                                                      continued on pg 13-

Honest and Reliable, 30+ years experience. Local Collector/Seller  
Putnam/Westchester/Orange/Dutchess and more

Call or text: 917-699-2496 • email: smileLP@aol.com
Hope to hear from you! Thanks!

BUYING COMIC BOOK 
COLLECTIONS!
TOP PRICES PAID!

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money 
in your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll 
rush you a FREE Information Kit 

with all the details.

Product not available in all states. Acceptance is guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NV: call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a 
provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-dentist. For complete details about this solicitation of insurance, please contact us. Certifi cate C250A; Insurance Policy 
P150. Certifi cate C254 (ID: C254ID, PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154 (GA: P154GA, NY: P154NY, OK: P154OK, TN: P154TN)
6129-0524

New York attorney Lauren P. Raysor is calling on the State Assembly to 
immediately pass Kyra’s Law, a life-saving child custody reform bill that has 
already cleared the Senate. The bill would make child safety the top priority 
in family court decisions and require judges to receive specialized training in 
domestic violence, child abuse, and trauma.

The legislation is named after Kyra Franchetti, a two-year-old girl who was 
murdered by her father during a court-approved visit, despite her mother’s 
repeated warnings about his violent behavior.

“This was a preventable tragedy,” said Ms. Raysor. “Kyra’s mother did ev-
erything right — she told the court her child was in danger, and she was ig-
nored. We can’t let this happen again.”

Introduced by Assemblymember Andrew Hevesi (D–Forest Hills) and Sen-
ator James Skoufis (D–Cornwall), Kyra’s Law (A.3315/S.3170) would:

Require judges in custody and visitation cases to undergo intensive training 
in child abuse, trauma, and family violence

Mandate that child safety takes precedence over parental rights in court 
decisions

Curb the misuse of “parental alienation” claims, which can silence abuse 
survivors

Call for mandatory evidentiary hearings in high-risk custody cases
In Kyra’s case, a court-appointed forensic evaluator recommended joint 

custody, and a judge dismissed the mother’s fears, saying, “this is not a life-
or-death situation.” Days later, Kyra was shot to death in her sleep. Her father 
then set the house on fire and took his own life.

“Judges are making decisions without the tools or understanding they need 
to protect children,” Ms. Raysor said. “This bill gives them the training and 
the mandate to put safety first. The Assembly must act now — every day they 
wait, children remain at risk.”

Kyra’s Law passed the New York State Senate unanimously. It now sits in 
the Assembly, awaiting action.

For more information, call (914) 733-8080 or visit www.laurenpraysor.com
___________________________________________________________

        “Were it left to me to decide if we should have a government         “Were it left to me to decide if we should have a government 

       without newspapers, or newspapers without a government,        without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, 

         I  should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter         I  should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter

                                   .-Thomas Jefferson                                   .-Thomas Jefferson

Lauren P. Raysor

				    ICE detentions, continued from pg 1-

raising funds for his legal defense through www.gofundme.com https://
www.gofundme.com/f/e62bsq-reunite-our-family

Dear friends, family, and kind strangers,
We are reaching out with heavy hearts to ask for your support. My father has 

recently been detained, and our family is navigating a deeply emotional and 
challenging time. He is a loving father, a hardworking man, and someone who 
has always put his family first. Unfortunately, the legal process ahead is over-
whelming and expensive. We are raising funds to cover legal representation, 
court fees, and any related costs to ensure he receives a fair chance and that we 
can work toward bringing him home.

Every donation, no matter the amount, helps us move one step closer to 
reuniting our family. If you are unable to donate, sharing this campaign with 
others would mean the world to us Thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for your compassion and support during this difficult time.

With gratitude, The Guamarrigra Family writes on GoFundMe. They have 
almost reached their goal of $13,000.  

Milton Guamarrigra worked as a marble installer in addition to his volunteer 
fire fighters job. 

Most of the media coverage has been sympathetic to the Guamarrigra fam-
ily and Milton’s situation.  “Milton Guamarrigra, a 43-year-old father of three 
and longtime volunteer firefighter in Port Chester, New York, was detained 
by ICE outside his home last week and transferred to a correctional facility in 
Michigan.

“Guamarrigra has lived in the U.S. for over 20 years, working as a marble 
installer and volunteering with the local fire department for seven years. He is 
undocumented and has had an open deportation case since 2004. His family 
says he’s been actively trying to obtain citizenship for the past two years and 
was preparing to study IT in college.

“The Port Chester community, including the fire department and mayor’s 
office, is rallying for his release. Officials have sent letters to federal agencies 
advocating on his behalf,” wrote CBS NY. 

But one local media outlet, Westfaironline.com, reached out to ICE to ask 
why Guamarrigra was detained. (https://westfaironline.com/combined/de-
tained-port-chester-volunteer-fireman-had-been-ordered-deported-ice-tells-
business-journal/)

ICE is part of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and according 
to DHS Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin, Guamarrigra, is “a criminal 
illegal alien from Ecuador. His criminal history includes three DWIs (driving 
while intoxicated).”

McLaughlin said that Guamarrigra entered the U.S. illegally at an unknown 
time and place. She did not explain why, in the 19 years since the judge’s order, 
Guamarrigra had not previously been deported.

McLaughlin said that he is currently being held by the government at the 
Calhoun County Correctional Center in Michigan.

“This serial drunk driver is a public safety threat,” McLaughlin said. “Too 
many innocent lives have been lost at the hands of illegal aliens driving under 
the influence. Just this week, DHS highlighted the tragedies of Rickey Maddox 
who was killed by an illegal alien driving under the influence in Louisiana and 
the death of a mom and her 11-year-old daughter in New Jersey by another il-
legal alien,” writes Peter Katz. 

Another incident with ICE in Peekskill drew significant interest involving 24 
year old Amy Lituma. On July 29, ICE agents followed Lituma and her four 
year-old son from her home in Peekskill to BJ’s Wholesale Club in Yorktown. 
Lituma, an Ecuadorian immigrant, claims the armed men forced her out of the 
vehicle.

ICE agents showed her a photo of her partner, Wilmer Delgado, who they 
were seeking to detain. Lituma said she did not know where Delgado was. ICE 
allowed Lituma to return home and had her call Delgado, who told her “don’t 
say anything.” 

When given the option of being separated from her son or self-deporting, Li-
tuma decided to return to Ecuador with her son. A video shows her son scared 
at ICE outside of their home.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DNCTZphPRvx/?igsh=aGpuaGp3N3Zlc
nc0-video 

A rally was held in Peekskill for Lituma. “Unmarked vehicles, unidentifi-
able officers, faces covered with masks,” state Sen. Pete Harckham said. “This 
is terrifying our immigrant communities. And not only is it doing that, it is 
breaking down the years of trust and bridge-building that our local police have 
done. Our local police have worked hard to partner with our local immigrant 
community, and this is destroying our fabric. There is something very sick and 
broken about America right now.”

Lituma said she crossed the border into the U.S. in July 2021, when her son 
was eight months old, and has been working as a house cleaner while living 
in Peekskill. She hadn’t applied for U.S. asylum. She was due to depart for 
Ecuador on Tuesday, and said she hoped to return to the U.S. with legal status 
some day.

“I’m not the only one,” Lituma said. “Many people are in the same situation. 
My request is not to break families apart.”

In a written statement to Peekskill Herald signed “A/S” (Assistant Secre-
tary), Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) said, “ICE does not separate 
families. Parents are asked if they want to be removed with their children or 
ICE will place the children with a safe person the parent designates. This is 
consistent with past administration’s immigration enforcement.

“Parents, who are here illegally, can take control of their departure with the 
CBP [Customs and Border Protection] Home App. The United States is offer-
ing illegal aliens $1,000 and a free flight to self-deport now. We encourage ev-
ery person here illegally to take advantage of this offer and reserve the chance 
to come back to the U.S. the right legal way to live American dream. If not, you 
will be arrested and deported without a chance to return.”

Assembly member Dana Levenberg said, “What we need is a process to 
make it legal for people to be here and not throw people in jail, deporting 
people and making it harder for our communities to exist.”

____________________________________________________________
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2025 Summer 
Home Protection Event!

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This off er cannot be combined with any other promotion or off er. No obligation 
estimate valid for 1 year. +See representative for full warranty details. See website for all license and registration numbers. AR 366920925, AZ 
ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, 
MI262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 
13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, 
WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE 

WARRANTY+

With LeafFilterWithout LeafFilter

CALL 855-959-1611 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!
Promo Code: 285

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

75% OFF + $250
Limited time only!*

Installation Discount

Bonus off er!*

SSend us your letters, end us your letters, 
announcements, opinions, announcements, opinions, 
photos and story ideas to photos and story ideas to 
 dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

Significant Support, Lingering Concerns at First CAC Hearing on Empire City Casino License
By Dan Murphy 
The Yonkers Community Advisory Council (CAC), made up of five appointees by local and state elected officials, held its first public hearing on Aug. 11 at the 

Will Library to gather public feedback to determine whether there is community support for MGM Resorts’ application for a full commercial casino license for 
Empire City Casino.

CAC Chair Jim Cavanaugh said, “The members of the CAC are charged with reviewing the Empire City application, receiving public comments, and determin-
ing whether the project should be advanced to the next stage of the process. Today is for public comment.”

Cavanaugh said that the second public hearing will take place on September 16 at the Yonkers Montessori Academy, 160 Woodlawn Ave., at 6 pm. 
Comments regarding MGM Empire City may be submitted via email to MGMEmpireCityPublicComment@nystec.com
Of the approximately 50 attendees, nearly 40 offered testimony. More than half vocally supported the application, citing job creation, economic growth, and 

increased tax revenue as key benefits. Several highlighted the stability Empire City has brought to Yonkers since transitioning from Yonkers Raceway two decades 
ago, a harness racetrack that once drew massive crowds of 25,000–30,000 nightly during horse racing’s heyday, and which now operates with steady, dispersed 
patronage and no citywide spike in crime or traffic.

Ed Cook, Vice President of the Westchester Building Trades Council, said, “This isn’t just about casino expansion, it’s about opportunity, investment, and build-
ing a better future for Yonkers. MGM provides good-paying jobs and real careers. And they do it with integrity. But none of this will happen without your support.”

Many residents applauded the proposed investment, noting that the casino already contributes significantly to the local economy and school funding. State con-
tributions exceed $300 million annually to the state education fund and millions more in local taxes. With the Yonkers Public Schools (YPS), facing continued 
yearly budget deficits averaging $50 million per school year,  some speakers questioned how the existing funds generated by the casino are allocated and why 
Yonkers wasn’t receiving a larger financial benefit from the state when the city is home to such a significant generator of education funding.

Armondo Ramiro said, “I am born and raised in Yonkers, and Yonkers needs this project. It will open career paths in the trades, generate millions in tax revenue, 
and provide the funding we need to fix our aging schools and support city services. We have a world-class company willing to continue to invest in our city and 
its people.”

Supporters emphasized that the project promises 2,000 new direct jobs, 6,500 construction jobs, and thousands more indirect positions that are expected to be 
generated by having a renowned entertainment venue built in the city. They expect the full casino with expanded amenities to attract visitors across the region, 
including tourists from New York City and residents from Westchester to Bergen County and Fairfield County, strengthening local commerce.

Maria Paxos-Pampafikos from the Royal Regency Hotel, said, “MGM is the 3rd largest ticket seller for live events in the United States. In phase 1, MGM can 
bring in top-tier entertainment. Studies have found that the existing hotels can readily accommodate the incoming tourists. Let’s keep more tourism dollars in the 
local economy with this smart market investment. 

Many praised MGM Resorts for its philanthropic presence, supporting nonprofits with significant funding, in-kind giving for local organizations, including 
costly signage printing and prize donations, and including significant funding in their designs that will include infrastructure improvements to benefit residents 
even outside the immediate vicinity of the casino, including stormwater systems and traffic upgrades.

“MGM’s growth will ensure that the raceway and casino will continue supporting jobs and giving back to the community. Our UPAC free summer concerts are 
made possible in part by MGM resorts,” said Yonkers Historian Mary Hoar. 

“They have put Yonkers first, and are just 13 miles from midtown. It’s a critical piece of our city’s future and will create thousands of jobs. The raceway and now 
the casino have been here for more than a century. They are here and they want to stay here. We must protect our history by securing our future.”

Some attendees expressed frustration with what they saw as a lack of outreach by city officials. Despite live-streamed meetings and posted calendars, residents 
said they often feel uninformed about major projects impacting their neighborhoods.

A number of speakers shifted focus to the aging infrastructure and lack of investment by the administration, particularly flooding due to unmodernized sewers in 
the city’s hilly terrain. Some urged the CAC to consider whether MGM’s infrastructure contributions would be sufficient for neighborhoods beyond the casino site.

County Legislator David Tubiolo expressed concerns about the project. “I stand here to voice my concerns, as a fourth-generation Yonkersite. This project will 
bring an increase in traffic, an increase in noise, and the need for more emergency services.

“We cannot put a price tag on our quality of life; we need guarantees. The council has unanimously approved the zoning, and I urge this body to urge them to 
have more of a conversation about this project. We are good neighbors; treat us as such, and help us get to yes.”

Councilman Anthony Merante stated after the meeting, “Last night, I attended the public hearing at the Grinton I. Will Library where about 60 residents came 
to speak on the proposed $2.3 billion expansion of Empire City Casino. I want to strongly encourage anyone with concerns or opinions about this project to make 
your voice heard before the MGM Empire City Community Advisory Committee, which will vote on September 30.

“MGM Resorts has applied for a commercial casino license that would allow for a major redevelopment, including a renovation and expansion of the gaming 
area, three full-service restaurants, a parking garage, and a new 5,000-seat entertainment venue designed to attract A-list performers and events. MGM says the 
project would bring new destination dining and a first-of-its-kind entertainment experience to our region.

“Last night’s testimony showed just how divided our community is. Supporters say the project would bring much-needed revenue to fix our aging schools, im-
prove infrastructure, and support essential city services. Opponents worry that despite the casino’s promises, our schools remain underfunded and quality-of-life 
concerns could be overlooked. I will remain vigilant and serve as a watchdog throughout this process to ensure promises are kept and safeguards are in place.”

Other speakers pointed to the fact that concerns about increased congestion and crime echoed those voiced in the early 2000s when the casino was first being 
planned. However, Empire City has operated 20 hours a day for two decades without a measurable increase in crime, according to city data, and those familiar with 
the project details noted that rigorous design and mitigation efforts have been incorporated into the casino’s expansion proposals that will significantly improve 
current traffic complaints, stormwater management, and police resources.

Two candidates for City Council and County Board spoke up against the proposal. Michael Pineda, republican candidate for county board, said, “I am a union 
member, and I’m not  in favor of this. This is a done deal between the administration and the casino, promising the same empty dreams. I’m not concerned about 
downtown Yonkers, I’m concerned about my neighborhood. There are no permanent benefits proposed.”

Tony Solieri, republican candidate for City Council, 4th district said, “Yes this will bring jobs, but what about the people most affected who live within a mile 
of the casino? I’ve been here for 51 years and believe that this will hurt us, the people in my district. We should get a bigger portion of the benefits.” 

The CAC will hold one more public hearing on Tuesday, September 16 at 6 p.m. at the Yonkers Montessori Academy before making its recommendation to the 
state’s Facility Siting Board by September 30.

Comments regarding MGM Empire City may be submitted via email to MGMEmpireCityPublicComment@nystec.com
The five members of the CAC are: 
Jim Cavanaugh, Chair appointed by Mayor Mike Spano 
Joe Apicalla appointed by County Executive Ken Jenkins
Maria Fernandez appointed by Governor Kathy Hochul
Larry Wilson appointed by State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins  
Frank Jereis, appointed by Assemblyman Nader Sayegh. 
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Dead Voters,  continued from  pg 1-          Remembering Delfim Heusler

whose fundamental right to vote is at risk due to Respondents’ failure to maintain 
an accurate and lawful registration roll.

Respondents Tajian M. Nelson and Douglas A. Colety are the Democratic and 
Republican Commissioners of the Westchester County Board of Elections. Re-
spondent Westchester County Board of Elections is responsible for maintaining 
the voter registration list and administering elections in Westchester County.

The spreadsheet titled “2025-07-10_mt Vernon June 2025 active and inactive 
07102579” (“Active/Inactive File”) contains 44,021 total records with 44,021 
unique voter IDs. Of the 44,021, there are 31,311 democrats, 8,589 with no party, 
2,821 republicans, and 1,300+ others (IND, CON, WOR, etc.). There are 41,512 
active voters and 2,509 inactive voters. The earliest birthdate listed is 1897-10-
13 and the latest is 2007-07-10. Earliest voter registration is 1927-10-12 and the 
latest is 2025-07-09. The last vote date ranges from 1995-11-07 to 2025-06-24. 

The spreadsheet titled “mt Vernon voters and history 12052469” (“Voter His-
tory File) contains 34,386 total records with 34,386 unique voter IDs. Party en-
rollment is: democratic: 25,900, no party: 5,369, republican: 2,167, and others: 
950+. Voter status (active/inactive) is not included in this file. The earliest birth-
date is 1901-01- 01 and the latest birthdate is 2006-11-03. The earliest registra-
tion date is 1927-10-12, and the latest is registration date is 2024-11-06. The last 
vote date ranges from 1995-11-07 to 2024-11-05.

On even a cursory review, these files are deeply problematic. They show: 
A net increase of over 10,000 voter IDs, a 30% growth in 13 months. 
Registrants born over 120 years ago.
Voters listed who have not cast a ballot in over a decade.
Changes to Voter ID birthdates, addresses, and party affiliations across records.
The continued inclusion of registrants born in 1901 or earlier strongly indi-

cates deceased individuals have not been removed in compliance with the law 
The presence of voters who have not voted in more than two general elections, 
without evidence of confirmation notice, further suggests failure to perform le-
gally required list maintenance

The presence of voters who have not voted in more than two general elections, 
without evidence of confirmation notice, further suggests failure to perform le-
gally required list maintenance

Notably, Petitioner, together with local residents, has submitted several FOIL 
requests to the Westchester County Board of Elections seeking essential records, 
including detailed voter roll update logs, precinct-level registration activity, and 
absentee ballot data. As required under Public Officers Law § 89(3)(a), the Board 
must acknowledge FOIL requests within five business days and either produce 
documents or provide a timeline—typically 20 business days—for production. 
However, based on prior experience with delayed and incomplete responses, 
these records will likely not be delivered before relevant legal filing deadlines 
for Mandamus and Article 78 relief

Upon information and belief, further serious violations and anomalies will 
only be uncovered through a forensic examination of the June 2025 Primary 
election records and data. These anomalies include, but are not limited to:

a. Non-Democratic voters—such as Republicans and unaffiliated voters— 
who were erroneously included in Democratic poll books and allowed to cast 
Democratic ballots in the closed primary.

b. Discrepancies between the number of votes cast on certain voting machines 
and the number of enrolled Democrats who signed in at those polling places.

c. Voters being improperly directed away from their correct polling sites by 
election inspectors or individuals affiliated with opposing campaigns, resulting 
in disenfranchisement.

d. Ballots being cast by individuals who signed poll books using the names  of 
duly enrolled voters to whom they did not belong—constituting unlawful and 
fraudulent voting by impersonation.

Petitioner seeks a writ of mandamus compelling Respondents to: (a) conduct 
a comprehensive forensic audit of all voter registration and list maintenance re-
cords, and absentee ballot activity from December 1, 2024 through the present; 
(b) audit all voting machines used in the June 24, 2025 Primary Election and 
reconcile machine tallies with paper ballot records; (c) restore the registration 
status of improperly purged voters; (d) certify in writing the voter list mainte-
nance procedures and safeguards for the November 5, 2025 General Election; (e) 
disclose all voter ID, address, party, or status changes since December 1, 2024 
with justifications; (f) refrain from making any further voter roll modifications 
without public disclosure and documentary support; (g) preserve all records rel-
evant to voter registration, list maintenance, and ballot activity, including TIFF 
images, audit logs, and absentee ballot records

As detailed in the attached affidavits of John Gallagher and Gregory Bonapar-
te, the Active/Inactive voter list includes numerous individuals marked as “ac-
tive” who are, in fact, deceased, and have been for many years, as well as others 
who have not resided at the listed addresses for decades. These entries reflect 
a systemic failure to maintain accurate registration records and underscore the 
urgent need for judicial intervention.

For example, James E. Smith, Voter ID 97269956, is listed as an active voter 
living at 455 S. 2nd Avenue. James Smith moved to Virginia 12 years ago. Chris-
tina L. McCalla, Voter ID 01060501, is listed as an active voter living at 455 S. 
2nd Avenue. Christina McCalla has been dead for over 15 years. Joyce Galla-
gher, Voter ID 00378004, is listed as an active voter living at 165 E. Devonia Av-
enue. Joyce Gallagher has been dead since 2002 and, despite multiple requests 
from Mr. Gallagher, the BOE has refused to correct its records.

“This lawsuit is about more than messy records,” Schwartz, who lost a party 
primary bid last month, told The NY Post. “When the voter rolls are that sloppy 
and no one at the Board of Elections is answering questions, you start to wonder 
what else is slipping through the cracks — or being pushed through them

The lawsuit was filed July 15 in Supreme Court in White Plains. The results of 
the democratic primary for city council in Mt. Vernon in June were:  Vote for 3-

ANDRE D. WALLACE		  2,037	 17%-winner
DEM	CATHLIN B. GLEASON	 2,251	 18%-winner
DEM	TANESIA M. WALTERS	 1,668	 14%
DEM	ELVIRA M. CASTILLO		  1,721	 14%
DEM	CYNTHIA A. TURNQUEST	 1,960	 16%-winner
DEM	NICK MASTROGIORGIO	 1,521	 12%
DEM	BILL A. SCHWARTZ		  1,166	 9%

Delfim Heusler, left

By Dan Murphy

I was surprised when I heard the 
news that Delfim Heusler had passed 
away over the weekend of Aug. 8-10, 
2025 at the age of 53.

I was friends with Del for almost 
30 years. We go back to the days of 
Publisher Ralph Martinelli and the 
Yonkers Home News & Times in the 
1990’s.

More recently, Del ran a website, 
Yonkers Insider, which was a down-
the-middle newsite for people inter-
ested in Yonkers and Westchester.

I was in contact with Del every day. 
He kept me informed about what the 
blogosphere was up to. Before the 

Elections, we would gather and make our predictions.
He loved politics and was knowledgeable about almost every political figure 

in Westchester. There were very few people in Westchester who knew every 
elected official, what community they represented, and how many signatures 
they had to get to be on the ballot. Delfim has some serious knowledge about 
Westchester politics, and over the years, he build a list of contacts and connec-
tions that helped him get information before others.

That is why it was good to hear Mayor Spano, County Executive Jenkins, and 
DA Cacace offer their condolences.

“He was a local blogger who loved Yonkers and wanted to make a difference 
through his storytelling. Rest in Peace, Delfim Heusler, Founder of Yonkers In-
sider,” said Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano.

“Westchester County is saddened by the passing of Delfim Heusler, publisher 
of the Yonkers Insider, an online publication that has covered news in Yonkers 
and Westchester County for over 21 years. Delfim was committed to keeping 
residents informed, providing consistent coverage of local government, commu-
nity events, and issues that mattered most to his readers. His dedication to trans-
parency and public access to information made him a trusted voice in Yonkers 
and beyond,” said Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins.

“On behalf of Westchester County, I extend my deepest condolences to Heu-
sler’s family, friends, and colleagues. His work had a profound impact on our 
community, and his legacy will endure through the many people and stories he 
touched,” said Westchester District Attorney Susan Cacace.

Del would have appreciated these kind words from the political leaders of 
Westchester. And anyone who knew Del at the end of his life knew that he was 
happy, and enjoying his life and coverage of Yonkers and Westchester.

The best post on Facebook that sums up Del, and my feelings on his loss, 
comes from my friend Matt Richter, who wrote. “I am so sad to hear of the pass-
ing of Delfim Heusler. Del was a remarkably kind and gentle man.

“We texted at least 4 or 5 days every week, and I always felt uplifted from his 
messages. Del has run a modest but earnest politics blog focused on the City of 
Yonkers for a long time.

“Several years ago, I suggested he start selling advertising on his blog, and 
over the following weeks, we talked about how that would work. He tackled the 
advertising model, and he was so happy with the response he got.

“He would let me know about every new client he signed and when he got a 
check.”

“I am so proud of all that Delfim accomplished in his too-short life. He had 
long odds against him, but he overcame all the challenges and contributed might-
ily, in his way, to Yonkers and Westchester County politics.”

“This is a picture following a haircut a few weeks ago. He always texted me 
pics after a fresh haircut.”

“God bless Delfim. Reunited with your Mom and Dad. RIP, my friend. I will 
miss you a lot.” Wrote Richter.

No news yet on a service for Delfim Heusler.
______________________________________________________________
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Weekend Events in Westchester County Parks 			   Classifieds 
Attorney
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insurance company's first 

offer. Many injured parties are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free evalu-
ation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 
1-833-323-0318. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the closest provider.

Auto Donations
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? Your car donation to Patriotic Hearts helps 

veterans find work or start their own business.  Fast free pick. Running or not!  
Call 24/7: 1-833-441-4496.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855-484-3467 today!

Autos Wanted
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 

haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant of-
fer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374

Health
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 

Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-661-4172

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6397

HEARING AIDS!!  High-quality rechargeable, powerful Audien hearing aids 
priced 90% less than competitors. Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-day mon-
ey back guarantee! 855-819-7060

Home Improvement
Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU 

MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the 
work completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not 
affiliated with State or Gov Programs.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
-866-782-4069

Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators - the most powerful home standby generators available. Industry-lead-
ing comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. 
Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496

Do you know what’s in your water? Leaf Home Water Solutions offers FREE 
water testing and whole home water treatment systems that can be installed in 
as little one day.  15% off your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior & military dis-
counts. Restrictions apply. Schedule your FREE test today. Call 1-866-247-5728

Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-855-916-5473

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
516-1160 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call 1-833-880-7679

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs.  Call Now! 1-833-807-0159

Miscellaneous
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 

Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 844-329-9391

Real Estate
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!   No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 

three step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670

Services
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carri-

ers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call 
1-844-919-1682

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Locally owned and 
affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code 
of property ready when calling!

Travel Services
SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.  Let us do the research for you for FREE!  
Call: 877 988 7277

TV Internet Phone
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call 

now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-833-323-0160
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 

and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918.

_______________________________________________________________
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Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290
Beach Is Open, 11 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Weekends through Monday, Sept. 1; weather permitting. No admittance after 

6 p.m. Parking and admission fees apply. Westchester County residency is not 
required for admission.

Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.com/swim

Willson’s Woods Park, Mount Vernon: (914) 813-6990
DJ Day, 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Come for a swim and enjoy music at the pool! Participation is free; admis-

sion and parking fees apply. Westchester County residency is required; weather 
permitting. 

Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.com/family-fun-days

Lasdon Park, Arboretum & Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Lasdon Green Squad, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Every Saturday from April to November join the Lasdon Green Squad to keep 

Lasdon, Westchester’s Public Garden looking beautiful. Volunteers will work 
with Lasdon staff on tasks such as invasive species removal, planting, watering, 
weeding, trail maintenance, mulching, trash clean up, and other tasks. For those 
age 14 and older.

Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/lasdon-green-
squad-2-2/2025-08-16/

Lasdon Park, Arboretum & Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Family Garden Party, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Bring the whole family and join us in the garden for a day of fun, games, 

crafts, hands-on activities, raffles, special garden tours, food trucks and a Mys-
tery Gift Wheel. $5 per person (ages two through 12).

Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/family-garden-day/

 SUNDAY, AUG. 17

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Somers: (914) 864-7282
Muscoot Farmers Market and Barnyard Beets, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
The market supports farmers and sustainable efforts in our area, featuring over 

30 local vendors every Sunday until Nov. 16. Shop while listening to music per-
formances from local musicians from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Check out the schedule.

Get details: https://www.muscootfarm.org/markets/

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Museum, Katonah: (914) 864-7263
Gardening Sundays and Tuesdays, Weekly, 10 a.m. - noon
Enhance your gardening skills and plant knowledge by working side by side 

with the gardeners at Lasdon Park. Tasks include planting, watering, weeding, 
pruning, staking, deadheading, potting up and more! Through November. Also: 
Tuesday, Aug. 19. 

Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/gardening-sun-
days-2/2025-08-17/

Lasdon Park, Arboretum & Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Summer Garden Tour, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Join the head gardener for a free stroll around Lasdon’s gardens. See what’s in 

bloom this time of year.
Registration required: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/summer-garden-

tour/2025-08-17/
_____________________________________________________________

The 16th Annual Tour de Yonkers will take place on Sunday, September 28, 
2025. The ride is the second largest participant sporting event on the Yonkers cal-
endar (the largest being the Yonkers Marathon). Last year the Tour had over 400 
riders. This enjoyable untimed event is open to all bike riders over the age of 
18 with routes of 12, 25 and 50 miles. The routes include share-the-road streets, 
scenic park trails, and, for the longer ride, along the closed-to-traffic Bronx River 
Parkway. There will be a police escort for the first several miles.

The ride will start and end at the Beczak Environmental Center- Sarah Lawrence 
Center for the Urban River, 35 Alexander Street, located in picturesque Habershaw 
Park along the Hudson River. There is food provided at rest stops and at the finish. 
Tour participants receive a cycling jersey as part of their registration, $65 until 
Sept. 1.Quantity of jerseys is limited so riders are urged to register early to insure 
they receive one. For more information and to register visit yonkersbikeclub.org

                2025 Tour de Yonkers
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  Yonkers Honors John Edward Bruce with 
     Permanent Headstone After 100 Years

Congressman Lawler Accepting 
Service Academy Nominations 

Now Open: Congressman Lawler’s 2025 Service Academy Nomination Ap-
plication!

If you’re a high school senior or eligible candidate living in New York’s 17th 
Congressional District and hoping to enter a U.S. Service Academy in 2026, this 
is your first step toward serving our nation.

Deadline to apply: September 26, 2025
Our service academies produce the next generation of military leaders, just as 

so many veterans in our community once answered the call. I’m proud to support 
young people ready to do the same.

Application form can be found at the link below: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAdJEmUGqPv6lzWk3uNoTa

0iiSrDLmcFx80Cgxcdd8aPL0nQ/viewform.
______________________________________________________________

On August 9, the City 
of Yonkers held a spe-
cial ceremony honoring 
the legacy of John Ed-
ward Bruce, a pioneer-
ing Black journalist, 
activist, and intellectual, 
who was buried in an 
unmarked grave at Oak-
land Cemetery in Yon-
kers for over 100 years. 
  A Headstone Revealing 
Ceremony was held to 
mark the placement of a 
permanent headstone for 
Bruce. This event fol-
lows last year’s tempo-
rary marker placement 
ceremony, where Mayor 
Mike Spano issued an of-
ficial proclamation rec-
ognizing August 11th as 
John Edward Bruce Day 
in the City of Yonkers. 
 This is the second phase 
of the tribute to John 
Edward Bruce (1856–
1924), whose grave will 
finally be marked with 
a permanent headstone 
after nearly a century. 
Bruce, founded sev-
eral New York news-
papers more than 100 
years ago and advo-
cated for equal rights. 
 The first was 
the placement 

of a temporary marker in August 2024, when Mayor Spa-
no proclaimed August 11th “John Edward Bruce Day in Yonkers.” 
 The final phase will include a pub-
lic documentary and educational programs in his name. 
 Thanks to the dedication of community partners and gener-
ous donors, RISEUP successfully raised the $5,000 necessary for 
the headstone, which Minozzi and Sons have now completed. 
  A special thank you goes out to our major supporters: the Universal Ne-
gro Improvement Association (UNIA-ACL), New York State Senator An-
drea Stewart-Cousins, New York State Assemblyman Nader Sayegh, the 
Beczak Environmental Education Center, the NAACP Yonkers Branch, 
Symra Brandon, CEO & President of Municipal Housing Author-
ity City of Yonkers Wilson Kimball, and the City of Yonkers Mayor Mike 
Spano, along with many residents and organizations that contributed. 
 In addition to the headstone fundraiser, RISEUP’s president, Dr. Robert Basker-
ville has hosted multiple presentations on JEB’s contributions and was recently 
awarded a $25,000 Digital Justice Seed Grant from the American Council of 
Learned Societies (ACLS) to begin production onHistory With Grit, a pilot 
documentary focusing on Bruce’s life in Yonkers.   https://www.acls.org/recent-
fellows/?program_id=40091&_project_year=2025

_____________________________________________________________
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New York’s Medicaid program remained a spending outlier in 2024, with per-
resident outlays that were 24 percent higher than those of any other state and 77 
percent above the national average, according to a federal report recently released.

The report provides timely context for the current discussion about how state 
leaders should respond to looming cutbacks in federal health funding. Its data sug-
gest that New York has the capacity to absorb billions of dollars in reduced federal 
aid while continuing to operate a generous and well-funded Medicaid program by 
national standards.

Medicaid is a safety-net health plan for the low-income and disabled that is 
jointly financed by the federal government and the states. Friday’s report from 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services summarizes almost $1 trillion in 
nationwide spending on the program for the fiscal year ending in September 2024. 

Although New York represents less than 6 percent of the U.S. population, its $98 
billion Medicaid budget accounted for more than 10 percent of national spending 
on the program.

New York’s Medicaid spending per resident, at $4,942, was by far the highest 
among the 50 states. The second-highest state was Kentucky at $3,989 per resi-
dent, and the national average was $2,791 per resident.

New York’s No. 1 status reflects a combination of factors, including above-av-
erage enrollment (currently 35 percent of the population, including 47 percent of 
New York City residents), a broad array of covered benefits and relatively high 
payments to providers. 

New York also operates the Essential Plan, an optional benefit under the Afford-
able Care Act that was exercised by only two other states, Minnesota and Oregon. 
New York’s version is offered to people with incomes above the cut-off for Med-
icaid, from 138 percent to 250 percent of the poverty level, and covers 1.7 million 
enrollees, or 9 percent of the population.

The federal government currently foots the bill for the Essential Plan’s entire 
$13.7 billion budget, an amount not included in Friday’s report.

Recently enacted federal budget legislation – known as the One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act – would scale back federal funding for both Medicaid and the Essential 
Plan. State officials have estimated that the changes will ultimately displace 1.5 
million New Yorkers from coverage and cost the state $13 billion in lost revenue 
or added expenses.

In the shorter term, the Budget Division has put the direct cost to the state health 
budget at $3 billion to $4 billion annually.

Significant as those amounts are, they are still smaller than the spending gaps be-
tween New York and neighboring states as documented in Thursday’s CMS report.

If, for example, New York lowered its per-resident outlays to match the No. 2 
state, Kentucky, its overall Medicaid spending would be $19 billion less and the 
state government’s share of those savings would be about $8 billion.

If New York matched the spending rate of Massachusetts, its total Medicaid sav-
ings would be $25 billion and the state-share savings would be $11 billion.

And if New York matched the per-resident rate of New Jersey, the total savings 
would be $48 billion and the state-share savings would be $20 billion.

_______________________________________________________________

New York’s Medicaid Spending Rate Remains the Highest of 
 
Any State- By Bill Hammond, EmpireCenter.org



 FRIDAY,  AUGUST 15, 2025 -WESTCHESTER RISING - PAGE 15

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-888-617-1224
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

SUNY Board of Trustees and 
Chancellor King Announce the 
Appointment of Dr. Michael 
Steiper as the Seventh President 
of Purchase College

Former Westchester Prosecutor & Yonkers Inspector 
General Dan Schorr Release New Book Open Bar

 		  Dan Schorr

Greenburgh Cop,  continued from pg 1- 	

By Dan Murphy

Former Westchester Prosecutor and Yonkers Inspector General Dan Schorr is 
celebrated the release of his second novel, Open Bar, with a reading and signing 
event on August 14 at the  Bellefair Community Room in Rye Brook. 

Open Bar is a collision of campus, corporate, and local politics when a high-
profile sexual misconduct scandal rocks a prominent university.

When the longtime abuse by a university’s softball coach of teenagers in 
its youth summer softball program—and the university’s strategic cover-up of 
those crimes—comes to light, a community is turned

upside down in this drama-filled thriller perfect for fans of Kate Elizabeth 
Russell and Allison Leotta. Campus, corporate, and local politics collide when 
a high-profile sexual misconduct scandal rocks a prominent university.

Serena Stanfield, Mountain Hill University’s human resources director, has 
just learned that the school’s softball coach has been molesting teenagers in its 
youth summer softball program for years, and that the university has covered 
it up from both her and the public. Troy Abernathy, a junior associate at an 
international investigations firm, is navigating a turbulent, toxic workplace as 
the company aims to be retained by the university to investigate these sexual 
assault allegations.

Megan Black, a new member of the Mountain Hill City Council, is thrust 
into the fallout from the national scandal while she simultaneously focuses on 
securing a presidential commutation for her childhood friend, who is unfairly 
facing decades in prison after stabbing her abusive husband to death in selfde-
fense.

As additional disturbing details of the coach’s actions are uncovered, Ser-
ena, Troy, Megan, and other prominent community figures confront competing 
interests and unique obstacles while they each pursue different paths toward 
obtaining justice for the softball program’s sexual abuse survivors—and offer 
conflicting understandings of what justice would even mean.

“Dan Schorr taps his years of real-world experience investigating sexual mis-
conduct allegations to deliver a suspenseful, propulsive, and heart-wrenching 
novel – Open Bar.”

—Gretchen Carlson, Journalist, co-founder Lift Our Voices, Female Empow-
erment Advocate, Author

“Open Bar is a gripping page-turner that follows the chaotic fallout from a 
top university’s alarming sex abuse scandal. With fast-paced storytelling and 
compelling, memorable characters, Dan Schorr delivers a moving novel full of 
gritty realism, perceptive insights, and unexpected twists.”

—Tara Rosenblum, Emmy-winning Senior Political & Investigative Report-
er, News12 Network

Dan Schorr is a sexual misconduct investigator at his firm, Dan Schorr, LLC, 
and an adjunct professor at Fordham Law School. Previously, he served as a 
New York sex crimes prosecutor, the Inspector General for the City of Yon-
kers, and an adjunct law professor with Tsinghua University in Beijing, China. 
He has been a television legal analyst for Good Morning America, CNN, Fox 
News Channel, Law & Crime network, and elsewhere.

His first novel, Final Table, was published by SparkPress in 2021. Schorr 
lives in Rye Brook, New York with his wife and two children.

_____________________________________________________________

caught on camera. 
In 2019, Stein alleged that she was a victim of a sexual assault while working 

in Greenburgh Police headquarters. While Stein leaned over a table, police of-
ficer Jeffrey Cerone “grinded against her rear, rammed himself into her backside 
with his genitals, then threw her towards the middle of the room”, according to 
the lawsuit.

Don’t believe her? THERE’S A VIDEO! Here’s the link- (https://www.lohud.
com/videos/news/local/westchester/2021/08/18/greenburgh-ny-police-body-
camera-officer-john-pilla/5569269001/_

The body camera of the police officer, John Pilla, accidentally caught the 
whole thing on tape! In the video, several Greenburgh police officers are caught 
laughing hysterically after the assault occurred. At that time, Officer Stein was 
the only female officer in the room with approximately eight male officers. 

Later in the video, both Officer Pilla and Officer Peter Schmidt are caught 
reenacting the sexual assault and explaining Officer Cerone’s sexual fixation on 
Officer Stein. Officer Schmidt stated, “Totally uncalled for. I think he has a crush 
on her... Since the first day that she got here, he’s been nothing but problems.” In 
response to that, Officer Pilla stated, “He tries to assert his dominance to show 
you that he has the [male genitalia] in the relationship.”

These two, as the other male officers, have now stated that they never saw 
anything.

These comments were a clear reference to Stein’s sexual orientation and gen-
der.

Stein, who identified as bi-sexual, believed that when the male officers in the 
Greenburgh Police Department found out about her sexuality, the harassment 
against her increased drastically. “At first, I was retaliated against because I was 
a woman, but it became a more hostile work environment once they found out 
that I had a girlfriend. “

Multiple incidents of inappropriate texts, comments, sexual jokes, remarks, 
sexual solicitations, negative work assignments, silent treatment, uninvited sex-
ual attention, and displays of pornographic photos are all alleged in the suit, filed 
in Federal Court in White Plains.

However, the only remaining defendants are the Town of Greenburgh, Chief 
Kobie Powell, and Captain Frank Farina. At the time of the assault, Powell was 
an officer and investigated the matter internally for the Greenburgh Police De-
partment. He is now the Chief of Police.

This case has cost the taxpayers of Greenburgh a total of $1.6 million. One of 
those taxpayers is the Stein family itself! Born and raised in Greenburgh, Stein, 
and her police officer-filled family are forced to pay for this injustice. Could the 
case have been settled earlier for this amount or close to it? The Town remains on 
the hook for any judgment if a jury finds the officers and the Town guilty, which 
could be millions. 

“Every single word is truthful and factual. My main priority is to get out the 
truth about what happened. I need and want things to change, particularly in the 
Greenburgh Police Department. There are major, major issues with the Green-
burgh PD,” said Stein.

The officers who proclaim that they didn’t see the assault, even though it oc-
curred right in front of them, are “sworn officers”. With our trust and our tax 
dollars, they promised to tell the truth, to enforce the law, and to protect others. 
Instead, they watched another officer get hurt, ostracized and left to fight her 
despair alone. Stein stated, “They were witnessing something illegal and did 
nothing. We are mandated to report and get involved. Their involvement was 
mocking the situation and then lying about it when asked.”

Since then, Stein applied for disability for her severe PTSD, Depression, and 
Anxiety, but has not been approved by the State, and has been denied by the 
Town. 

Another fallacy about the inner workings of any police department is that not 
everyone is protected by the “Thin Blue Line”. After Stein told the Town and the 
PD that she was suicidal, nobody cared or checked on her. She was stripped of 
everything she ever wanted and fought for, including her mental well-being. We 
continue to see suicide at a record high in law enforcement, and Greenburgh is 
adding to this inevitable statistic.

One of Stein’s attorneys, James Castro-Blanco, told the Journal News “Kris-
tin deserves her day in court, and deserves to have her story told, and that she 
deserves to have a jury of her peers, to see what happened, to explain to them 
what’s happened to her, and to get the compensation that she deserves.”

We went back and reviewed the documentation in the lawsuit. And our opinion 
has not changed AT ALL since 2021. 

We find Kristin Stein to be believable. She came from a family of cops, was 
raised in Greenburgh, and wanted nothing more than to serve the community 
where she grew up. 

This story could have had a positive ending. Instead, it has been a disaster for 
Stein and a blemish on the Greenburgh Police Department, regardless of the 
result of the suit. 

We consider Kristin Stein to be a whistleblower. She was and still is a truthful 
and honest person and police officer. But, because she came forward with what 
were serious and inappropriate allegations, some caught on video, it is she who 
got pushed out. 

Most police officers are good public servants. But for some of those good cops, 
the corruption around them destroys them, and they end up keeping their mouths 
shut and told to ignore wrongdoing so that they can keep their jobs. 

Stein previously said that so many other female officers have also been victims 
of this disgusting behavior. And yet… still nothing is done.

But what will happen when this case goes to trial, and members of the Green-
burgh Police Department are called to testify under oath. What will the other 
female officers of the GPD testify to? 

Perhaps nothing, but is that a risk that the Town wants to take? We urge the 
leadership in the Town of Greenburgh to settle this case and move on. 

Kristin Stein never deserved any of this. And if a jury finds that she has no 
legal claim to an award, what happened to her is still unacceptable. 

The next pretrial conference is set for August 26. Judge Halperin has called the 
parties together to try and settle the case. The Town and the officers are reluctant 
to even discuss a settlement. If they continue their insistence, a trial by jury could 
happen next year. 
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and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.comand story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

Take the first 
step toward care.
Premiums as low as $0. 
For the MVP in all of us.  

mvphealthcare.com/MVPCoverage
1-844-865-0246 (TTY:711)Get started now

See you Friday night, August 22nd at the Beautiful Kensico Dam Plaza. We hit at 
7PM. Great Food, lots of activities for all ages, and the best 80’s music anywhere; all at 
an incredible setting and Free, thanks to Westchester County and Robison Oil. A Perfect 
way to spend a Sumner Evening. Bring lawn chairs and/or a blanket!

The gates open at 6 p.m., and the concerts begin at 7 p.m. Admission and parking are 
free. Please bring blankets and lawn chairs for general seating. Coolers are permitted. 
Refreshments will be available for purchase.

The Robison Summer Concert Series is presented by Westchester County Parks and 
Sharc Creative, with the Westchester Parks Foundation and support from White Plains 
Hospital, Tompkins Community Bank, 100.7 WHUD, 107.1 The Peak, Hamlethub, In-
spiria Outdoor Advertising and Westchester Magazine. Kensico Dam Plaza is located 
at 1 Bronx River Parkway, Valhalla.

       The M’80’s Rock Experience Comes to 
Kensico Dam Plaza for Robison Free Concert Series

Read it all Online at Read it all Online at 
        Yonkerstimes.com       Yonkerstimes.com


