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     Latimer: Crime is Down Compared to 2017:  

     Branda: Crime is Up, Year Over Year
           Can Both Be Right? 

    continued on pg 7-

    Nolan and Walter Slug it Out in BOL Debate 

   Rye Town Attorney Collects $260k Per Year in            

  Salary, Billing & Fees: Where is the Oversight? 

By Dan Murphy 

 The most closely watched Westchester Board of Legislators race this 

year is a rematch between Legislator James Nolan and former Legislator Ruth 

Walter, in the 14th district, East Yonkers, Bronxville. 

 The two candidates held a LWV online debate on Oct. 5.While Legislator 

Nolan and Walter both expressed their views, accomplishments, and criticisms 

of each other, the debate turned sour with Walter calling Nolan a “MAGA 

candidate,” and Nolan saying “i’m not a liar, i’m not a racist, and i’m not an 

elitist. but my opponent does have that type of a pattern.”

	 	The	debate	was	a	di昀케cult	one	for	the	LWV	Rivertowns	to	moderate,	and	
on more than one occassion the moderator told Walter to stop the personal attacks 

against Nolan. Walter claims that the so called personal attacks were -legitimate 

policy	di昀昀erences	that	the	two	have,	but	the	moderator	called	the	exchange	“not	a	
civil debate.”

 The best parts of this very contentious debate was when Nolan defended 

his work as a sanitation worker for the Yonkers Department of Public Works. 

    continued on pg 7-

    continued on pg 7-

By Dan Murphy 

 Over the summer, Westchester Rising and Yonkerstimes.com received 

complaints from former and current employees in the Town of Rye concerning 

legal	fees	charged	and	collected	by	Town	Attorney	Je昀昀	Binder.	Binder,	a	longtime	
Westchester attorney, is paid a yearly salary of $61,472, but has also been billing 

the Town, on average, $20,000 every month for additional legal services, according 

to invoices obtained through FOIL. 

 That puts Binder’s yearly compensation at more than $260,000 per year, 

for a position paid for by the taxpayers in the Town of Rye, which includes Rye 

Brook, and the Rye Neck section of the Village of Mamaroneck. Some residents 

have questioned who in Town government is providing oversight and review of 

Binder’s bills, and who is protecting the taxpayers? 

 Two of Binder’s invoices that stand out are from Nov. 30, 2021, which 

show	Binder	billing	the	Town	25	hours	on	several	di昀昀erent	matters;	and	on	Oct.	5,	
2021, with billing of 15 hours. 

 We found out about this matter through phone calls and emails with 

current and former Town employees, who were outraged at the fees being charged 

to homeowners and taxpayers.

 Town governments in Westchester pay for their Town Attorney’s in two 

By Dan Murphy 

 On Oct. 11, Westchester County Executive George Latimer held a press 

conference	with	county	law	enforcement	o昀케cials	to	release	statistics	that	show	
the crime is down in Westchester County again. 

 Latimer said: “Once again, it is clear that our dedication to combatting 

crime in Westchester County remains steadfast. The Westchester County 

Department of Public Safety is funded at the highest level ever because of my 

commitment to keeping this County safety for us all. While certain regions in the 

state are grappling with unfortunate spikes in crime rates, Westchester County 

is once again maintaining our consistent decline in criminal activities. I credit 

this encouraging trend to the dedication and courage of our law enforcement 

personnel.”

 The Westchester County Department of Public Safety conducted a 

thorough analysis, comparing crime data from 2017 and 2022. In 2017, Latimer 

defeated former County Executive Rob Astorino, and this data comparison shows 

that	during	Astorino’s	昀椀nal	year	in	o昀케ce,	crime	rates	were	higher	in	Westchester	
than they are today.

 Republican Dan Branda, who is running for County Legislator on Nov. 

7 against BOL Chair Vedat Gashi, (District 4, New Castle, Somers, Yorktown) 

says that crime data shows that year over year, crime in many categories is up in 

Westchester. “I am alarmed with how easily and intentionally County Executive 

George	Latimer	lied	about	something	as	simple	and	independently	veri昀椀able	as	
the growing crime rates in Westchester County.

 “Let’s be clear: George Latimer created a narrative--that crime is down 

“again” in Westchester--and then he cherry-picked a random year as a point of 

comparison. Why are we comparing crime rates to 2017? Why not 1967? Why 

not 1867? The Board of Legislators needs to immediately hold a hearing because 

crime is up across the board, and 20% overall since last year,” said Branda. 

	 We	spoke	to	both	Latimer	and	Branda	for	further	clari昀椀cation.	Latimer	
explained	that	comparing	crime	rates	dating	back	to	2017,	“o昀昀ers	a	continued	
trend that over this time period, crime has gone down. He also added that 

“violent crime rates continue to remain low in Westchester County, while non-

violent crimes have seen a recent uptick.” 

    Diana & Mirchandani Disagree on Garbage   

  Fiasco at Yorktown Debate  

Employees, Taxpayers 

& Homeowners Facing 

Foreclosure in the Town of 

Rye Raise Concerns about the 

earnings of Town Attorney Je昀昀 
Binder, left 

By Dan Murphy 

 

 On October 11, candidates for Yorktown Supervisor and Town Board 

held an in person debate at the Community Theater. Overall the debate was a 

civil	exchange	of	views	on	the	issues	of	the	day	a昀昀ecting	residents	and	taxpayers	
in town. 

 Town Supervisor candidates Jann Mirchandani and Tom Diana debated 

over the 9 month inability for the garbage and recycling to be removed reliably. 

 Mirchandani explained how the cost for taxpayers to contract with a 

new hauler (Now CRP) have increased by 25%, as a result of the Town Board’s 

decision last year to hire a new company (Competitive Carting) who failed to 

deliver and forgo their existing carting company (AAA). 

	 Diana	then	attempted	a	political	tapdance	of	sorts,	claiming	that	he	昀椀xed	
a problem that he voted to create last year, when he voted to hire Competitive 

Carting.	“The	garbage	situation	is	昀椀xed	for	the	next	year.	Not	only	did	I	昀椀x	it,	I	
made it better.” 

 “I don’t know anybody else who could have done it in the timely 

fashion that I did, coming from a complete collapse of the garbage company 

(Competitive) that yes folks I voted for,” said Diana. 

 Mirchandani responded by reminding the community that “the original 

contract was improperly vetted. The company (Competitive) had a previous 

bankruptcy which was public record. Nobody on the board asked if they had the 

proper equipment. And when problems arose in January, and again in July and 

again in August, it is the Board’s responsibility to act in a timely fashion.”

 “Our town board is responsible for taking the lowest responsible bidder, 

not the lowest bid. And that is not what happened,” said Mirchandani. 

 Yorktown homeowners and taxpayers are now paying $600,000 more 

for their current garbage and recycling with CRP, who bid $4.3 Million on a one-

year	emergency	contract	in	September.	If	the	Town	Board	had	accepted	the	昀椀ve	
year contract with AAA, who bid $3.7 Million per year, they would have saved 

$600,000 in taxpayer money. Plus, the Town only has a one-year contract with 

CRP, and if costs rise, a new contract will cost more. With AAA, they had cost 

certainty and a reliable company. 

	 For	Diana	to	claim	that	he	“昀椀xed”	a	problem	that	lingered	for	8	month	
and had 1300 town residents and taxpayers complaining on Yorktown Trash Talk, 

and that the new contract costs an additional $600,000 is someone putting on a 

positive spin on a disaster created with his vote as a town board member last year 

and former Supervisor Matt Slater’s initiative. 

    County Executive George Latimer, left; right Republican BOL candidate Dan Branda 

Democratic candidate for Yorktown Supervisor Jann Mirchandani, left, and republican 

Supervisor Tom Diana right

       continued on pg 7-
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By Dan Murphy 

 Congratulations to Eddie Palumbo, a senior at Stepinac High School, 

for being named Con Edison’s Scholar Athlete of the week. Palumbo, from 

Yorktown Heights, continued to play this football season with a dislocated 

昀椀nger,	causing	him	to	play	with	a	cast	&	a	rubber	club	hand	in	a	recent	victory	
over	Iona	Prep.	Eddie	responded	with	15	tackles	&	a	28-yard	interception	
which was turning point in game. Eddie has 161 tackles in his 2-year Varsity 

career at Stepinac.

 In addition to being  named Varsity Football captain, Palumbo is a 

member of the weight lifting club at Stepinac. His other activities include 

membership in the National Honor Society, Investment club, Travel Club, Mu 

Alpha Theta – Math National Honor Society 

 Eddie has volunteered at Stepinac’s Summer sports camp and as an 

academic tutor.  He has also served as a volunteered at the Mount Carmel Food 

Pantry and the United Way of Westchester. 

	 Palumbo	has	a	98.85	GPA,	and	has	been	o昀昀ered	scholarships	to	
Harvard,	Yale,	U	Penn,	Columbia	&	Cornell.	Eddie	has	committed	to	Yale	
Football next year. 

 “Eddie is an outstanding Student athlete here at Stepinac. He has 

worked	very	hard	in	class	room	&	on	the	昀椀eld	to	be	a	great	player	&	student.	
Eddie	is	even	a	better	person	&	he	is	exactly	what	the	Con	Edison	Scholar	
athlete is about,” said Stepinac Athletic Director Michael O’Donnell

 “Eddie is a natural Leader, his ability to balance the most challenging 

curriculum	our	school	o昀昀ers	with	his	athletic	responsibilities	and	the	
requirements of Honors Academy is beyond impressive. He is a amazing 

athlete	&	even	better	human,”	said	Stepinac	school	counselor	Lisa	Cappiello.	
_______________________________________________________________

Letter to the Editor: 
	 This	year’s	farm	bill	should	signi昀椀cantly	increase	federal	funding	for	
cultivated-meat research. For those who don’t know, cultivated meat is grown 

from livestock cells, without slaughter. It has the potential to dramatically 

reduce	greenhouse-gas	emissions,	our	pandemic	risk,	and	the	su昀昀ering	we	
in昀氀ict	on	animals.
 While the product is currently sold in a few high-end restaurants, 

further research is needed for cultivated meat to achieve price parity with 

slaughtered meat, which is crucial for widespread adoption. If you’d like to 

help pressure legislators to support this research, visit SlaughterFreeAmerica.

Substack.com.

 Jon Hochschartner, Granby, CT, 

__________________________________________________________________

    Buying Comics! 
   Looking for 1960’s-1990’s I PAY CASH! 
 Located in Yonkers Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.
_____________________________________________________________

Saturday, October 28, 1:00pm - 4:00pm, Halperin Building - Community Room

 This year marks the 6th Annual Meet the Authors event featuring new and 

seasoned authors. Join us for an afternoon of authors who will discuss their latest 

books with us.

	 Copies	of	each	author’s	book	will	be	ra昀툀ed	during	the	event.	The	Village	
Bookstore of Pleasantville, NY, will be on site selling books for the book signing.

	 Refreshments	from	The	Laughing	Horse	Co昀昀ee	&	Tea	Shop	will	be	
provided by BrightView of West Harrison.

Guest speakers include

P. J. Caldas, The Girl From Wudang (AI Thriller)

C.J. Farley, Zero O’Clock (Young Adult Fiction)

Mariah Fredericks, The Lyndberg Nanny (Historical Fiction)

Jimin Han, The Apology (Asian American Fiction/Magic Realism)

Mary Beth Keane, The Half Moon (Contemporary Fiction)

Karen Lin-Greenberg, You Are Here (Contemporary/Asian American Fiction)

Susie Luo, Paper Names (Contemporary/Asian American Fiction)

Carolyn Mackler, The Wife App (Contemporary Fiction)

William Maz, The Bucharest Legacy (Historical Fiction)

Clémence Michallon, The Quiet Tenant (Suspense Thriller)

Idra Novey, Take What You Need (Contemporary Fiction/Literary)

Devan Sandiford, Excitement and Talisman (Poetry and Short Stories)

Charles Soule, The Endless Vessel (Mystery/Suspense)

Beatrice Williams, The Beach at Summerly (Historical Fiction)

Lauren	Willig,	Two	Wars	&	a	Wedding	(Historical	Fiction).

Authors Speaking Schedule

1:00 PM: Mary Beth Keane
1:30 PM: C.J. Farley Karen, Lin-Greenberg, Susie Luo, and Carolyn Mackler
2:30 PM: Book Signing/Break
2:45 - 3:45 PM: Mariah Fredericks, Jimin Han, Devan Sandiford, Beatriz Williams, 
and Lauren Willig
3:45 PM: Book Signing/Break
4:00 - 5:00 PM: P.J. Caldas, William Maz, Clémence Michallon, Idra Novey, and 
Charles Soule

 Registration required. Visit https://www.harrisonpl.org

_____________________________________________________________

     Stepinac HS Senior Eddie Palumbo Named 

      Con Edison’s Scholar Athlete of the Week

 Harrison Library’s Meet the Authors Event 

Sat. October 28 Features 15 Authors in Person 
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 What is up with this rain every weekend destroying our plans and forcing 

us to sit in the house watching old movies? The last six weekends have brought 

inclement weather to our area forcing us to reconsider our thinking on global 

warming. So many major fall events including Yonkers Riverfest have had to be 

cancelled spoiling weekends for families throughout the region.

 I guess it’s time for us to take a second look at global warming. The 

reason I say this is that the weekend rains have not been our usual garden variety 

style	rain	but	have	been	massive	storms	closing	our	regions	roadways	昀氀ooded	
with water. What can we do? Pray that the rain will stop. All I know is I feel 

bad for families plans destroyed by the weather charged with entertaining their 

children in the house. Was there even a fall foliage to watch this year? 

 So much going on coupled with what is going on in the Middle East. 

It all starts at home as funding cannot be allocated and distributed due to the 

inability of Congress to select a leader. The process seems very uncomplicated. 

The Republicans have a majority in the House and should be able to select one of 

their own as Speaker. They have been running through candidates like rain water 

pouring through street grates. As we go to press a vote is being taken to name a 

new Speaker of the House.

 The entire House gathers in Chambers with lawmakers casting their votes 

in alphabetical order by standing up and yelling out a name. The majority of 

those present and participating have their votes counted. There are 433 members 

of Congress. This is usually done on one vote. It took 15 votes to name the last 

speaker. Quite unusual. But work is sort of at a standstill until the Speaker is 

selected. That would include the allocation of money and supplies to Israel.

 After much criticism last week, far left Democrats referred to as ‘The 

Squad’ including our own Yonkers Congressman Jamaal Bowman have called 

for an end to the war in Israel referring to it as armed violence and making no 

mention of American hostages in the Gaza Strip. This is just a continuation of 

their refusal to recognize what is going on until lawmakers, the media, religious 

leaders and the public call them out. Same thing happened right after the October 

7 attacks when the Democrat Socialists said nothing until they were called out. 

 President Biden heads to the region this week to show United States 

support for Israel. He will call out Hamas as a terrorist group and support Israel’s 

unwillingness to support Hamas’s control over Gaza. Israel is going after a 

group	of	people	who	engaged	in	barbarism	as	horri昀椀c	as	the	Holocaust	and	must	
respond. 

 Biden also wants to stop a wider Middle East war. Hamas’s attacks 

changed all rules of play. He will seek to rescue the hostages Hamas is holding. 

I would note that to show support of New Yorkers for Israel Governor Kathy 

Hochul is headed to Israel this week. Former President Donald Trump has said 

Netanyahu and Israel were poorly prepared for Hamas’s attacks infuriating 

members of Congress and Jews around the world. 

 Where this is all headed nobody knows. The anti Israel language coming 

out of colleges and universities throughout the United States is coming from 

students	who	probably	could	not	昀椀nd	the	Middle	East	on	a	map.	All	we	can	do	is	
pray for the people of Israel that hostages are released and no more killings occur 

and those who murdered Israelis receive the punishment they deserve. And that 

Congress gets its house in order to supply Israel with what it needs to win this 

war. 

 And now for some HOT TOPICS:

 New York Alcohol sales can now take place on Sundays from 10:00 a.m. 

to 10:00 p.m. This at the request of liquor store owners. Has anyone placed a time 

frame for when cannabis or marijuana sales can take place or do we have to smell 

it at all hours of the day?

 New Yorkers are receiving public service calls from Mayor Adams where 

his	voice	is	translated	using	Arti昀椀cial	Intelligence	into	Yiddish,	Mandarin,	Urdu	
and	other	languages.	Will	our	Cracker	Jack	communications	o昀케ce	in	the	Mayor’s	
O昀케ce	in	Yonkers	follow	suit?	New	Yorkers	love	it!	
 When I visited Florida I often stayed in Pembrook Pines. The Pembrook 

By Eric Wolf Schoen

SPECIAL  
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  Rain, Rain Go Away!  Latimer Signs Slate of Environmental Laws 

		 In	a	signi昀椀cant	milestone	for	the	residents	of	Westchester	County,	
County Executive George Latimer signed several crucial environmental bills 

that have been crafted by his Administration, through the County’s Director of 

Research	Ellen	Hendrickx	and	Director	of	Environment,	Energy,	&	Sustainability	
Peter	McCartt,	and	re昀椀ned	through	months	of	collaboration	with	the	Board	of	
Legislators. These bills represent the County’s commitment to enhancing the 

quality of life for our community by addressing pressing issues and meeting the 

evolving needs of our residents.

 Latimer said: “The signing of these bills into law is a testament to the 

power of collaboration and the steadfast dedication of our Board of Legislators 

to improve the lives of Westchester County residents and protect our planet’s 

future. Through their hard work and our shared commitment to good governance, 

we have crafted and signed laws that address pressing issues in our community. 

Further, our bold steps towards expanding access to Electric Vehicle charging 

stations	and	electrifying	our	car	and	bus	昀氀eet	re昀氀ect	our	determination	to	lead	the	
way in sustainability.”

The environmental law package includes:

·         The Lead Free Parks Act which will create a process for monitoring and 

remediating drinking water in all County parks to ensure its safety

·         The Addressing Asthma in Communities of Color Amendment which will 

create a subcommittee of the African-American Advisory Board dedicated to 

studying the high rates of Asthma in communities of color

·         The Renewable Energy Database Act which will allow the County to assist 

municipalities in their move to create more renewable energy by establishing a 

database to encourage siting of renewable energy infrastructure on municipal 

property

·         The Equity in Environmental Legislation Act which will ensure that all 

communities are treated fairly when the County is considering any new law in an 

e昀昀ort	to	combat	historical	cases	of	violation	of	environmental	justice
 In addition to these legislative wins, Westchester County is proud to 

announce	its	ambitious	e昀昀orts	to	expand	access	to	Electric	Vehicle	(EV)	charging	
stations	and	electrify	the	County’s	car	and	bus	昀氀eet.		Now,	nearly	all	(90%)	of	
the County’s 325 buses are either all electric or electric hybrid.  Additionally, 33 

public EV Charging Stations have been installed and another 206 in process which 

will be up and running by the summer of 2024 (with at least another 148 will be 

installed by the fall of 2025). In line with the County’s dedication to sustainability 

and	a	cleaner,	greener	future,	the	County	is	taking	signi昀椀cant	strides	to	reduce	
our carbon footprint and promote the adoption of electric vehicles. By enhancing 

the	accessibility	of	EV	charging	stations,	buses	and	the	County’s	EV	昀氀eet,	
Westchester is encouraging residents to embrace electric transportation options, 

reducing emissions and contributing to a healthier environment.

 McCartt said: “We take our role as good stewards of our County very 

seriously – and the County Executive’s signing of these wide ranging bills shows 

it. I am looking forward to working toward the implementation of these important 

initiatives.”

 Hendrickx said: “These accomplishments, both in legislative 

improvements and our commitment to sustainable transportation, underscore 

Westchester County’s dedication to its residents and the environment.”

 Chair of the African American Advisory Board Barbara Edwards said: 

“The Addressing Asthma in Communities of Color Amendment is a critical step 

forward in addressing a pressing health concern in our communities. This law 

underscores our commitment to the well-being of our residents, particularly those 

in	communities	of	color	who	have	been	disproportionately	a昀昀ected	by	asthma..”
__________________________________________________________________

    continued on pg 7-

County Executive George Latimer, with L-R- Legislators Catherine Parker left, 
Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins, Legislator Ben Boykin, Legislator David 
Imamura
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 AT&T Provides 100 Laptops to      

   At-Risk Westchester Youth 

 100 refurbished laptops were given to Westchester students and families 

as	part	of	AT&T’s	nationwide	commitment	to	help	bridge	the	digital	divide.	
AT&T	is	working	with	Human-I-T	to	provide	students	and	families	from	the	
organizations 914 United, Inc. and the Youth Shelter Program of Westchester with 

laptops and digital literacy resources to help them fully participate in our digital 

world.	The	laptops,	funded	by	an	AT&T	donation	to	Human-I-T,	were	given	to	the	
students and their families at an event on October 11 at the Yonkers Art Space in 

Yonkers, NY. 

	 The	Youth	Shelter	Program	of	Westchester	is	a	not-for-pro昀椀t	residential	
alternative to incarceration for young men 16-21. Since 1975, the Shelter has 

provided a structured environment designed to foster growth and rehabilitate court-

involved youth from the Westchester communities. 

	 914United,	Inc.	is	a	program-based	mentoring	501(c)(3)	nonpro昀椀t	
organization working to expose, educate, and empower the youth and the justice-

involved within the Lower-Hudson Valley. 

 Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins said: “Today marks a 

signi昀椀cant	step	in	our	commitment	to	bridge	the	digital	divide	in	Westchester	
County.	AT&T’s	generous	donation	of	100	refurbished	laptops	to	students	and	
families, in partnership with Human-I-T, 914 United, and the Youth Shelter 

Program of Westchester, represents our collective dedication to ensuring that every 

member of our community has the tools and resources to thrive in the digital age.” 

 Senator Jamaal T. Bailey 36th District, said: “It’s critical that we continue 

to advance equitable access to technology for all. In an increasingly digital world, 

technology is not merely a luxury, it’s an essential utility that we rely on for 

almost every part of daily life. By bridging the digital divide, we can empower 

our youth with the tools they need to thrive in the digital age and beyond. I want 

to	thank	AT&T,	Human-I-T,	914	United	and	Youth	Shelter	of	Westchester	for	
partnering to close the digital divide and build a future where every young person 

has the opportunity to reach their full potential, regardless of their background or 

circumstances.” 

 State Assemblyman Steve Otis, Chair of the Assembly Science and 

Technology Committee, said, “The inequities that make up the digital divide can 

be	corrected	through	digital	inclusion	and	literacy	initiatives	such	as	AT&T’s	
program announced today. I have worked with digital inclusion program leaders 

from around the state to promote expanding access to broadband access, devices, 

and training to bring excluded individuals into the digital world.” 

 Robert LeBron, Program Manager of 914United, Inc, said: “914 United 

is dedicated to ‘exposing, educating, and empowering’ justice-involved youth by 

providing them with the help they need to succeed. We are proud to be part of 

this initiative to help our most vulnerable and forgotten population have the same 

opportunities others have.” 

 Jordan Cormier, Director of Programming at Youth Shelter Program of 

Westchester, said: “Empowering our youth with laptops is not just about leveling 

the	playing	昀椀eld;	it’s	about	providing	them	with	the	tools	to	bridge	the	digital	
equity divide, ensuring that every young mind has an equal opportunity to explore, 

learn, and succeed.” 

	 John	Emra,	Atlantic	Region	President,	AT&T,	said:	“AT&T	is	proud	to	
collaborate with organizations like Human-I-T, 914 United and Youth Shelter to 

help close the digital equity gap in New York. Many students in New York lack 

the devices needed for digital learning. Access to connectivity is vital in helping to 

bridge the digital divide and we are glad we can provide these resources to those 

that need them most.”

_________________________________________________________________

 On Tuesday,  October 31 at 4:00pm, Dr. Sandor Szabo, acclaimed concert 

organist will perform an organ concert featuring a spooky selection of well-known 

organ music such as Toccata and Fugue by Bach, Dance Macabre by Saint-

Seans,excerpts from Peer Gynt Suite by Grieg, The Flight of a Bumble Bee, by 

Rimsky-Korsakov, Ride of Valkyre, Wagner,Fugue on “Pink Panther” by Bovet and 

Suite Gothique by Boellman at the Sacred Heart Church, 417 Broadway, Dobbs 

Ferry NY. Come in costume and enjoy this festive music family friendly event. 

 Dr. Sándor Szabó is actively engaged as pianist, conductor, organist, 

and harpsichordist throughout Europe, Asia, Canada and the United States has 

established his reputation by highly colorful and varied concert programing. He is 

the Music Director, Choirmaster and Principal Organist at Sacred Heart Church and 

Our Lady of Pompeii parish in Dobbs ferry.

_____________________________________________________

	 Assemblywoman	Levenberg’s	O昀케ce	Holds			
  Domestic Violence Awareness Drive

 Items collected will be delivered to Hope’s Door at the end of October

 October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and Assemblywoman 

Dana Levenberg, pictured above, is collecting items for a drive supporting women 

and	children	昀氀eeing	abusive	situations.	The	drive	began	at	the	end	of	last	month	
and will continue through Friday, October 27.

 Suggested items for donation include full-size toiletries and gift cards 

for establishments such as Amazon, grocery stores, gas stations, drug stores – 

essentially, items that survivors can use to meet their immediate needs as they are 

trying to re-establish their lives. All donations will be delivered to Hope’s Door, a 

local	not-for-pro昀椀t	assisting	women	and	children	impacted	by	domestic	violence	
at the end of the drive.

 “Domestic violence is a hidden but unfortunately pervasive scourge that 

impacts all of our communities. Anything and everything we can do to support 

women and children leaving abusive situations is critically important to my 

mission of building healthy communities,” said Levenberg. “As we work on 

legislation to solve problems and create new opportunities that enable all New 

Yorkers to succeed, we can also help to address immediate and near-term needs 

that people have through initiatives like this.” 

 Members of the public who are able to contribute are encouraged to bring 

or	mail	contributions	to	Levenberg’s	district	o昀케ce	at	8	Revolutionary	Road,	
Ossining, NY 10562. Another option is to bring items to the Assemblywoman’s 

mobile	o昀케ce	hours,	held	most	Monday	afternoons	in	a	di昀昀erent	corner	of	the	
district.	Sta昀昀	members	will	be	at	the	Field	Library	(4	Nelson	Avenue,	Peekskill,	
NY 10566) from 1-4 PM on Monday, October 16 and at Cold Spring Village Hall 

(85 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516) from 1-4 PM on Monday, October 23.

_________________________________________________________________

Assemblywoman 

Dana Levenberg

in her Ossining 

o昀케ce 

  Halloween Organ Spooktacular  

Dr. Sandor Szabo
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WEEKEND EVENTS IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY PARKS

SATURDAY, OCT. 21

Marshlands Conservancy, Rye: (914) 835-4466

What Happened Here?: 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Sign-tracking begins with a simple 

question and soon reveals a story of the living landscape. Join us as we explore 

Marshlands with the eye of a tracker (weather permitting).

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 862-

5050 Birdhouse Gourds Crafting: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Birdhouse	gourds	are	part	of	an	indigenous	technique	for	maintaining	昀椀eld	health.	
Learn how to decorate one to take home.  Get details and register at https://

hilltophanoverfarm.org/events/event/2023/10/21/birdhouse-gourd-crafting/449868

Lenoir Preserve, Yonkers: (914) 968-5851

Hawk Watch: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Hosted by the Hudson River Audubon Society. 

Meet behind the mansion at 10 a.m. and witness the amazing migration of some of 

our favorite hawks. Bring binoculars, snacks, drinks and a comfortable chair if you 

don’t want to sit at a wooden picnic table. At 1 p.m., join us at the nature center for 

a live birds of prey show with master falconer James Eyring. Also: Oct. 28.

Trailside Nature Museum at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation, Cross River: (914) 

864-7322 Why Bats Aren’t So Scary: 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Learn all about New York State’s bats, their role in the environment, the threats 

they face and how we can aid in their conservation. This will be followed by a bat 

box-building demonstration. Pre-register at (914) 864-7322.

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282

Trick-or-Treating: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m. Visit the animals and trick-or-treat at our barn 

doors. Treats will be available while supplies last. Wearing costumes is encouraged

 

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720

Back to the Clay: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. We will harvest natural clay from habitats 

within the Sanctuary. You can create items of your choice (pots, animals, etc.) and 

take them home with you.

 

Lenoir Preserve, Yonkers: (914) 968-5851 Lenoir Preserve, Yonkers: (914) 968-

5851 Honeybees: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Have you ever wondered how beekeepers 

harvest honey from their hives? Join us with our beekeeper, Todd Patten, to learn 

about	the	extraction	process	and	watch	it	in	action.	For	all	ages;	indoor/outdoor	
program.

Hilltop Hanover Farm and Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 862-

5050 Wild Seed Collection Workshop: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Join	Lindsey	Feinberg,	our	native	plants	curator,	in	this	free,	hands-on	program!	
Rain date: Oct 22. Get details and register at https://hilltophanoverfarm.org/events/

event/2023/10/21/wild-seed-collection-workshop/447787

SUNDAY, OCT. 22

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282

Run	the	Farm:	8:30	a.m.	-	11	a.m.	The	Run	the	Farm	foot	races	are	back!
Get details and register at runthefarm.org

 Farmers Market: 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

It	features	more	than	20	local	vendors	each	week;	every	Sunday	until	Nov.	19.
Get details at https://www.muscootfarm.org/programs-events/event-calendar.html/

event/2023/07/02/1688308200/muscoot-farm-s-farmers-market/441909

Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White Plains: (914) 428-1005

Fall Foliage Hike: 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Admire the beautiful turn of the leaves 

with	a	hike	up	to	the	quarry	for	a	bird’s	eye	view	of	the	trees!	Hiking	shoes	are	
recommended.

Lasdon Park and Arboretum, Katonah: (914) 864-7268

An Autumn Discovery Walk: 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Join a free walking tour to discover the many ways in which autumn creates its 

own beauty and interest.

Get details at https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/an-autumn-discovery-walk

__________________________________________________________________

   In Home Personal Training 

   In-Home Personal Training Available. NASM , EMT  and  Special Needs    
         Certi昀椀ed. Strength Training, Fat Loss, and  Muscle Building.                             
Virtual and online coaching available.  Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.
_____________________________________________________________

DiNapoli: Cybercrime in New York 

Rises by 53%
NY’s Ransomware and Data Breaches Third Highest in Nation Over Six Years; 

Over $775 Million Lost in 2022 Alone

 Cyberattacks in New York state increased 53% between 2016 and 2022, 

jumping from 16,426 incidents in 2016 to 25,112 in 2022. The number of attacks 

targeting	critical	infrastructure	in	New	York	state	nearly	doubled	to	83	in	the	昀椀rst	
half of 2023 compared to 48 during the entirety of last year, according to a report 

released today by State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli.

 Estimated losses in New York from cyberattacks in 2022 totaled over 

$775 million, while losses nationwide totaled $10.3 billion.“Cyberattacks are a 

serious threat to New York’s critical infrastructure, economy and our everyday 

lives,” said DiNapoli. “Data breaches at companies and institutions that collect 

large amounts of personal information expose New Yorkers to potential invasions 

of privacy, identity theft and fraud. Also troubling is the rise in ransomware 

attacks that can shut down systems we rely on for water, power, health care and 

other necessities. Safeguarding our state from cyberattacks requires sustained 

investment, coordination, and vigilance.”

 Relative to other states, New York had the third highest number of 

ransomware attacks (135) and corporate data breaches (238) in 2022, trailing 

only California and Texas for ransomware attacks and California and Florida 

for corporate data breaches. New York also had the fourth-highest number of 

cybercrime victims in the nation in 2022 with losses skyrocketing 632% since 

2016.

 The two most attacked critical infrastructure sectors through ransomware 

and data breaches in New York were Healthcare and Public Health (9) and 

Financial Services (8). Commercial Facilities and Government Facilities (7) tied 

for third.

COMBATTING THE THREAT

 Securing critical infrastructure from cyberattacks will require sustained 

investment, coordination and vigilance. In 2022, the Governor appointed a 

state	chief	cyber	o昀케cer	to	lead	cross-agency	e昀昀orts	to	combat	cyber	threats	
and improve the state’s critical infrastructure assets’ cybersecurity. The cyber 

chief leads a newly created Joint Security Operations Center, a multi-agency 

cybersecurity coordination hub linking New York state, New York City, local and 

regional governments and critical infrastructure stakeholders and federal partners 

for information sharing, cyber threat detection and incident response. In August, 

the	Governor	released	the	昀椀rst	statewide	cybersecurity	strategy,	which	will	allow	
the state to access new federal funding.

 The federal Cyber Incident Reporting for Critical Infrastructure Act 

of 2022, for which rules and regulations are being developed, will require 

cybersecurity reporting for critical infrastructure sectors. The creation of a 

centralized repository of data breach reports from across the critical infrastructure 

sectors would also aid in identifying new attack-vectors or exploits before they 

become widespread, and for coordinated responses to emerging cyberthreats. 

Encompassing local governments in this database would be important.

 DiNapoli’s cybersecurity audits of state agencies and public authorities 

have found several common technical weaknesses and risks across its audits, 

such as entities’ misunderstanding of security risks, unsupported applications, 

unknown data on systems, poor access controls and a lack of monitoring of 

changes to systems, among others. 

CYBERSECURITY CHALLENGES FACING NY’S LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS AND SCHOOLS
 DiNapoli also released a report on the cybersecurity challenges facing 

New York’s local governments and school districts. In New York, cyberattacks 

have impacted local governments and schools both large and small, including 

reported attacks at counties including Albany, Chenango, Erie, Nassau, 

Schenectady,	Su昀昀olk,	and	Schuyler;	cities	including	New	York,	Albany,	Bu昀昀alo,	
Yonkers,	Long	Beach,	and	Olean;	and	towns	including	Brookhaven,	Ulster,	
Canandaigua, and Moreau.

 In 2019, a ransomware attack on the Syracuse City School District froze 

the district out of its own systems, crippling the website, email system, phones, 

and back-end functions like payroll and student management. Other attacks 

on local governments have had far reaching impacts. The September 2022 

ransomware	attack	on	Su昀昀olk	County,	the	rami昀椀cations	of	which	the	county	is	
still dealing with, required the county to disable important computer systems and 

move many of the county’s functions back to pen and paper for months. 

 DiNapoli’s report provides guidance and resources for local governments 

and schools to help them manage the risks associated with cybersecurity.

continued on pg 6-
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Notice	of	formation	of	GLOW	N	GLAMOUR	LLC.	Art.	of	Org.	昀椀led	with	the	Sec	of	
State	of	NY	(SSNY)	on	9/14/2023.	O昀케ce	location,	County	of	Westchester.	SSNY	has	
been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 

SSNY shall mail process served to:, c/o Faisal Butt - 117 Wickes Ave., Yonkers, NY 

10701. Purpose: any lawful act.
________________________________________________________________

Formation of 25 COUNTY ROUTE 62 LLC 昀椀led with the Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/6/2023. O昀케ce loc.:  Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served.  The principal business loc. and 
address SSNY shall mail process to is Floann and Raymond Landeck, 79 Pembrook 
Dr., Yonkers, NY 10710.  Purpose:  Any lawful activity.    
___________________________________________________________________

Notice	of	Formation	of	Hanyst	RX	Consulting	LLC.	Arts.	of	Org.	昀椀led	with	SSNY	
on	9/2/23.O昀케ce	Location:	Westchester	County.	SSNY	designated	as	agent	of	
LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 35 Florence 

Street, Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: Pharmacy Consulting

________________________________________________________  

	 	 	 	 Classi昀椀eds

Attorney

DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested divorce papers prepared. Only one signature 

required. Poor person Application included if applicable. Separation agreements. 

Custody and support petitions. 518-274-0380

Auto Donations

Drive	Out	Breast	Cancer:	Donate	a	car	today!		The	bene昀椀ts	of	donating	your	car	
or	boat:		Fast	Free	Pickup	-	24hr	Response			Tax	Deduction	-	Easy	To	Do!		Call	
24/7:  855-905-4755

Health

VIAGRA	and	CIALIS	USERS!	50	Pills	SPECIAL	$99.00	FREE	Shipping!	100%	
guaranteed.	CALL	NOW!	855-413-9574

Health

My Caring Plan’s local advisors have helped thousands of families with unique 

needs	昀椀nd	senior	living.	Can	you	a昀昀ord	2k	a	month	in	rent?	We	can	help	for	free!	
866-989-1812

Health

ATTENTION	OXYGEN	THERAPY	USERS!	Discover	Oxygen	Therapy	That	
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information 

kit. Call 888-514-3044

Health

HEARING	AIDS!!		High-quality	rechargeable,	powerful	Audien	hearing	aids	
priced	90%	less	than	competitors.	Tiny	and	NEARLY	INVISIBLE!	45-day	money	
back	guarantee!	855-598-5898

Home Improvement

BATH	&	SHOWER	UPDATES	in	as	little	as	ONE	DAY!	A昀昀ordable	prices	-	No	
payments	for	18	months!	Lifetime	warranty	&	professional	installs.	Senior	&	
Military Discounts available. Call: 866-393-3636

Home Improvement

Do	you	need	a	Roof	or	Energy	E昀케cient	Windows	&	Help	paying	for	it?	YOU	
MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 

visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the 

work completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not 

a昀케liated	with	State	or	Gov	Programs.

Home Improvement

Secure your home with Vivint Smart Home technology. Call 866-601-1219 

to learn how you can get a professionally installed security system with $0 

activation.

Miscellaneous

BEST	SATELLITE	TV	with	2	Year	Price	Guarantee!	$59.99/mo	with	190	
channels	and	3	months	free	premium	movie	channels!	Free	next	day	installation!	
Call 888-508-5313

Miscellaneous

DIRECTV	Sports	Pack	–	3	Months	on	Us!	Watch	pro	and	college	sports	LIVE.	
Plus over 40 regional and specialty networks included. NFL, College Football, 

MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more. Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 

1-888-534-6918

__________________________________________________________________

Notice	of	Formation	of	RyPlunk	LLC		Arts.	Of	Org.	昀椀led	with	SSNY	on	7/28/2023.
O昀케ce	location:	Westchester	County.	SSNY	designated	as	agent	of	the	LLC	upon	
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 104 Seminary 

Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

________________________________________________________________

Notice of Formation of Pro-Ductiv Exhaust System Services LLC. Articles of 

Organization	昀椀led	with	the	Secretary	of	State	of	New	York	(SSNY)	on	(09/04/2023).	
Location: (Westchester County). SSNY designated as agent for service of process on 

LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: (70 Hillside Avenue Apt. 1R, Yonkers, 

NY 10703). Purpose: Any lawful purpose

__________________________________________________________

CORPORATION NOTICE

CITY OF YONKERS-NEW YORK

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to law, that the Mayor of the City of Yonkers, New York, 

will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 24, 2023 at 5:30pm, Mayor’s Reception 

Room,	2nd	昀氀oor,	40	South	Broadway,	Yonkers,	New	York,	to	hear	all	interested	parties	
and citizens regarding the adoption of the following Local Law, to wit:

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 85 ENTITLED, ‘FORFEITURE OF 

VEHICLES IN CONNECTION WITH CRIMINAL ACTS’ IN RELATION TO 

FORFEITURE OF VEHICLES ATTEMPTING TO EVADE POLICE OFFICERS.

Said hearing may be adjourned from time to time as necessary. Further information, 

including access to a copy of said proposed local law, may be obtained at the City Clerk’s 

o昀케ce,	City	Hall,	40	South	Broadway,	Yonkers,	New	York	and	on	the	City’s	Website.

MIKE SPANO Mayor

Date: October 12, 2023

________________________________________________________________________

     Everything You Need to Know About Adoption 

 Forever Families Through Adoption has an upcoming free event. On 

Wednesday October 25, 2023. Adoption: Everything You Need to Know FREE 

ZOOM Information Session,  6:30-7:30pm

 This free event is open to anyone interested in or involved with the 

adoption process, including community members, expectant parents, adoptive 

or prospective adoptive parents, and adoptees. Come learn about the domestic 

adoption	process	and	meet	some	of	the	sta昀昀	of	Forever	Families	Through	
Adoption. Please contact us for pre-registration and meeting information at 

adopt@foreverfamiliesthroughadoption.org or 914-939-1180.

_____________________________________________________

         Westchester  Rising   
PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388.  Proudly serving the the people of  Yonkers with 

hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association.  Legal notice inquiries to: risinglegalnotice@gmail.

com.		Daniel	Murphy,	Publisher	&	Editor	in	Chief,	dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com.	
Bayan Baker, Assistant to the Editor in Chief  risingmediagroup@gmail.com.  

__________________________________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of a Limited Liability Company ENH Assets Limited Liability Company 

Articles	of	Organization	昀椀led	with	the	SSNY	O昀케ce	on	10/28/22	O昀케ce	Location:	Westchester	
County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be 

served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to : ENH Assets Limited Liability Company  465 

Tuckahoe Road  #1189 Yonkers, NY 10710 Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

___________________________________________________________

      Visit us online at Visit us online at 
 Yonkerstimes.com  Yonkerstimes.com 

Pines	Police	Department	is	coming	to	New	York	o昀昀ering	interviews	and	jobs	to	
certi昀椀ed	police	o昀케cers.	It	can’t	be	that	big	a	department,	and	if	they	are	going	
through the expense of coming to New York they are either really having a hard 

time	recruiting	or	want	the	type	of	tough	training	NY	o昀케cers	receive.	
 A couple added a $200 speeding ticket they received to their wedding 

registry. And one of their guests is paying the ticket as a wedding gift. With the 

economy like it is who knows what else couples will include as possible wedding 

gifts!	
	 R.I.P.	Suzanne	Somers.	America’s	thighs	thank	you!	Her	portrayal	of	a	
dumb blonde in Three’s Company Will long be remembered. 

 Consumers faced with high grocery prices are buying store brand food 

and beverages. Have you gone to the grocery store lately? Prices are out of 

control. Many of the store brands are made by the companies that make the name 

brands!	
 A Columbia University professor was quoted as saying the attack on 

Israel was exhilarating and energizing. And sadly he still has a job. 

 On a positive note, If you are in the market for a beautiful cat or dog 

don’t forget Yonkers has plenty of cuddly animals at the Yonkers Animal Shelter 

ready	for	adoption!	
 Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@aol.com, follow him on Twitter 

(X) @ericyonkers or friend him on Facebook Eric Schoen…just look for him 

in the picture with Joan Rivers!

_________________________________________________________________

 Eric Schoen continued from  pg 3-

RISKS IN LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS

 From 2019 through July 31, 2023, DiNapoli’s Local Government and 

School Accountability division released more than 190 information technology 

(IT)	audits,	昀椀nding	more	than	2,400	cybersecurity-related	issues.	The	audits	
focused on breakdowns or gaps in fundamental cybersecurity components. The 

most common areas where improvement and corrective action were needed 

included cybersecurity governance aspects such as training in IT security 

awareness, policies and procedures, and the need for contingency plans. 

Because	these	cybersecurity	audits	are	sensitive	in	nature,	many	昀椀ndings	and	
recommendations	for	corrective	action	are	communicated	con昀椀dentially	to	
local	government	and	school	o昀케cials.	Often	the	audit	recommendations	can	be	
implemented at no or low cost to local governments or school districts.

 Read the report at https://www.osc.state.ny.us/昀椀les/reports/pdf/
cyberattacks-on-new-yorks-critical-infrastructure.pdf

________________________________________________________________

Cybercrimes, continued from  pg 5-
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  Rye Town Attorney, continued from pg 1-    Yorktown Debate, continued from pg 1-

Westchester crime stats, continued from pg 1-

 Branda said, “A 6 year look back is not how we analyze crime statistics. A year-

over-year analysis gives you a look at the direction and trends, so that you can make 

responsible decisions. Westchester residents are feeling the impact of crime today.

 One law enforcement source told us that both Latimer and Branda are correct. 

“It’s easy to pick and choose with crime statistics. Usually, it’s a year-over-year 

comparison	that	is	best,	but	the	County	Executive	is	correct;	crime	is	lower	than	it	was	
before the pandemic.”

 Both sets of data include:  

 Westchester Crime Rates Compared to 2021:

Violent Crime is up 11%, Property Crime, is up 22.5%, Aggravated Assault is  up 10%, 

Burglary is up 4%, Larceny is up 25%,

 Westchester Crime Data -2022 to 2017: 

Total Violent Crime – Down 15.7%, Property Crime Total – Down 3.04%,,Murder 

– Down 47.3%,,Rape – Down 28.9%,,Robbery – Down 27.4%, Aggravated Assault – 

Down 7.9%,Burglary – Down 25.2%,Larceny – Down 2.97%.

_________________________________________________________________

  Early Voting Dates and Locations in Westchester 

Saturday, October 28, 2023- 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Sunday, October 29, 2023- 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Monday, October 30, 2023- 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Tuesday, October 31, 2023- Noon until 8 p.m

Wednesday, November 1, 2023- 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Thursday, November 2, 2023- Noon until 8 p.m.

Friday, November 3, 2023- 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Saturday, November 4, 2023- 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Sunday, November 5, 2023- 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Westchester County Early Voting Centers:

Croton Municipal Building, 1 Van Wyck Street, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Eastchester Public Library, 11 Oakridge Place, Eastchester, NY 10709

Greenburgh Town Hall, 177 Hillside Avenue, White Plains, NY 10607

Hastings on Hudson Public Library, 7 Maple Avenue Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706, 

St. Gregory The Great Church, 215 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY 10528

Mamaroneck Town Center, 740 W. Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, NY 10543

Mt. Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main Street, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

Mt. Pleasant Community Center, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla, NY 10595

Joseph G. Caputo Community Center, 95 Broadway, Ossining, NY 10562

Pound Ridge Town House, 179 Westchester Avenue, Pound Ridge, NY 10576

Rye Brook Firehouse, 940 King Street. Rye Brook, NY 10573

Somers Town House, 335 Route 202, Somers, NY 10589

Je昀昀erson Village, 3500 Hill Boulevard, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Yorktown Cultural Center, 1974 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Doles Center, 250 S. 6th Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Mt. Vernon City Hall, 1 Roosevelt Square, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

New Rochelle City Hall Annex, 90 Beaufort Place, New Rochelle, NY 10801

New Rochelle United Methodist Church, 1200 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10804 

Peekskill Nutrition Center, Neighborhood Center, 4 Nelson Avenue, Peekskill, NY 

10566

Peekskill Lincoln Depot Visitor Center, 10 S. Water Street, Peekskill, NY 10566

Westchester County Board of Elections, 25 Quarropas Street, White Plains, NY 10601

Grinton I. Will Library, 1500 Central Park Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10710

Nodine Hill Community Center, 140 Fillmore Street, Yonkers, NY 10701

Yonkers Riverfront Library, One Larkin Center, Yonkers, NY 10701

Please note that the Early Voting locations are di昀昀erent from Election Day voting 
locations. Check your postcard from the Board of Elections or go to this link 

to con昀椀rm where to vote on Election Day https://citizenparticipation.
westchestergov.com/昀椀nd-polling-place
_________________________________________________________________

di昀昀erent	ways.	The	usual	practice	is	to	pay	a	yearly	salary	for	a	Town	Attorney.	Recently,	
Towns	have	been	“farming	out”	their	Town	Attorney’s	work	to	local	law	昀椀rms	who	bill	the	
Town an agreed upon hourly rate.   In January 2022, the Town of Rye passed a resolution 

for “tax certiorari matters” to Binder and another attorney at a rate of $250 per hour. 

 But Town Attorneys we spoke to said that they had never heard of a Town 

Attorney collecting a salary and also directly billing the Town for their services. And 

when	we	shared	the	monthly	billing	invoices	of	Rye	Town	Attorney	Je昀昀	Binder,	they	were	
shocked that Binder was billing more than $200,000 plus a $60,000 per year in salary.

 First, let us clarify that the fees charged by Binder are legal, but what residents 

and	former	and	current	employees’	question	is	who	in	Town	government	is	reviewing	&	
approving what they call exorbitant charges?

 In a recent letter to the editor of a local newspaper in Town, resident Aldo 

Vitagliano writes,  “The Town attorney makes a salary of $61,472, but still has billed the 

town in the past years for an additional $200,000+ a year?  On October 5, 2021, the Town 

Attorney billed for 15.25 hours of one day’s extra services.  Where is the oversite (WITO)?  

He bills .3 for every interaction with his email account, seldom if ever .1   At $250 an hour 

that was $75 an email matter, WITO    His fee was raised to $280 an hour two years ago 

–  the resolution says only for tax certiorari matters – Does the Town Board check the bills?  

At $280 that is $84 an email. WITO

 Most recently, the Town Attorney has been direct billing taxpayers who have 

successfully		redeemed	their	properties	from	tax	foreclosure.		The	direct	o昀昀	the	books	
billing is thousands of dollars.  WITO P.S.  The Town Attorney is the incumbent Gary 

Zuckerman’s campaign manager and apparently chief fundraiser.  Wait for the mailings you 

will get to see his handiwork,” writes Aldo Vitagliano.

	 Vitagliano	references	“o昀昀	the	books	billing”	by	Binder	concerning	homeowners	
in the Town of Rye who had fallen behind on their property tax payments. Before they can 

sell their property, homeowners must pay up their tax bill to the town, and then need proof 

that they are paid in full. 

	 The	document	is	called	a	redemption	certi昀椀cate,	which	the	homeowner	can	show	
their lender and move forward with the sale. Some of these fees appear to have been paid to 

the Town of Rye, allegedly to reimburse the Town of some costs for processing the in rem 

proceeding.  

	 Yet	starting	in	2021,	the	payo昀昀	statements	included	a	request	for	direct	checks	to	
Je昀昀rey	Binder,	with	no	apparent	credit	provided	to	the	Town	for	other	billings.			Lyon	Park	
Café	on	May	13,	2021	had	a	$3,500	fee	for	Je昀昀rey	Binder.		A	homeowner	on	Avon	Circle	
had a fee on June 17, 2021 of $3,100, one on Castle Landing Road a $4,250 fee to Binder 

on 6/1/2022.  Some Commercial property owners paid fees of $1,250, $1,500  and in one 

case $19,250 (7 Willow Street) to Binder.

 Some longtime employees and former employees in the Town of Rye have 

complained about Binder’s fees for residential properties that have fallen behind on 

property tax payments. In some cases, the homeowner had fallen ill, or passed away, and 

a	grieving	family	was	left	cleaning	up	the	昀椀nances	for	their	loved	ones,	only	to	昀椀nd	a	fee	
from Binder ranging from $1,000 to $1,250. 

 We spoke to one of those family members who said “This was a traumatic time in 

my life.  It boiled my blood when I found this out. It is sneaky and underhanded to go after 

people	who	are	going	through	a	di昀케cult	time,	like	a	a	grieving	family,	or	some	other	older	
person who may be confused or just is short on money.”

 We reached out to Binder for comment. He wrties, “At the outset, you should be 

aware that the Town of Rye, under Supervisor Zuckerman, has taken a hard line against 

delinquent	taxpayers	and	tasked	my	law	o昀케ce	a	few	years	ago	with	aggressively	pursuing	
these cases in (and out of) court to prevent them from building up – the merits of this will 

be outlined below. 

	 First	--	your	speci昀椀c	concern:	$1250	Lien	Release	Fee	–	It	apparently	was	
reported	to	you	that	a	“document	can	be	obtained	from	the	Town	Tax	o昀케ce	and	get	昀椀led	in	
the	Westchester	County	Clerk’s	o昀케ce	for	a	$5	fee.”		In	actuality,	the	$1250	is	a	fee	charged	
to delinquent homeowners and is payable to the Town, not to the attorney.  It is remitted 

to the Town at the end of the matter to help defray costs to the Town associated with the 

sta昀昀	and	Receiver’s	work	for	calculating,	preparing	and	transmitting	(through	my	o昀케ce)	
the	payo昀昀	statements.	Such	pay-o昀昀	statements	are	requested	by	the	delinquent	taxpayer	
and precede the ultimate resolution of an in-rem matter.   Often, the delinquent taxpayer 

requests	multiple	versions	of	payo昀昀	statements	depending	on	what	month	they	anticipate	
paying, and often they require detailed explanations as to what they owe from the various 

municipalities – school, county, village, town, special district etc. This can be extremely 

time	consuming	for	the	sta昀昀	of	the	Receiver’s	o昀케ce.	The	fee	is	also	to	help	defray	some,	
but	often	not	all,	of	the	litigation	and	fees	incurred	by	my	o昀케ce	in	preparing	and	昀椀ling	
legal petitions for those properties that are so far in arrears that they are subject to in-

rem court proceedings.  Also, in many instances, it is not just the taxpayer who contacts 

the Town and requires documentation, it can be a mortgagor, a creditor, a prospective 

purchaser,	etc.	which	often	requires	signi昀椀cant	explanation	and	other	back	and	forth	
between	our	o昀케ces	and	the	interested	party.		
 You should also be aware that while you refer in your email to “homeowners,” 

the Town has many commercial properties in tax arrears and treats all taxpayers equally. I 

hope	you	can	see	that	the	$1250	is	not	for	the	昀椀ling	of	the	Certi昀椀cate	of	Redemption	with	
the	County	Clerk’s	o昀케ce,	it	covers	more	than	that	as	the	Town	endeavors	to	collect	taxes	
due and owing for the schools, county and villages. You are aware, I am sure, that favoring 

delinquent taxpayers puts an unfair burden on those who pay their taxes timely.

In addition to the foregoing, you have made mention of other legal billing – pleased be 

advised as follows:

 Overall, my legal fees ($280 per hour) to the Town of Rye come from three areas 

of litigation – the two main areas include in-rem and tax certiorari matters. The other area 

is	basically	miscellaneous	litigation	that	doesn’t	fall	into	the	昀椀rst	two	–	for	example,	I	have	
been asked to handle the trial and appellate work on a matter involving the liability of the 

Town on a destroyed, pre in-rem property. 

 In Rem matters – As stated earlier, the Town as a policy, decided a few years ago 

to pursue delinquent taxpayers (of which each year there are dozens) both in and out of 

court to satisfy their obligations to the various municipalities (school, county, village etc.) 

to which the Town must guarantee payment whether the taxpayer pays or not. As you may 

know, the Town is legally the guarantor for almost $250 million in taxes on behalf of the 

schools, county, and villages.

		 So,	each	year	my	o昀케ce	is	handed	a	list	of	properties	that	are	at	least	two	years	in	
arrears, and we begin the process of seeking payment in full – the Town, unlike un prior 

administrations, does not accept payment plans.

 As an overview, the process of pursuing delinquent taxpayers involves sending 

multiple	letters,	昀椀elding	response	phone	calls,	obtaining	payo昀昀	statements,	setting	a	
redemption deadline, drafting Court petitions and supporting documents, analyzing title 

searches to determine necessary parties to the Court action, serving the necessary parties 

with the petition, communicating with taxpayers and/or their lawyers, appearing in 

court, and if necessary moving to take the subject property in-rem as a last resort. Note: 

The Town of Rye tries very hard NOT to take properties as it does not want to be in the 

real	estate	business.	As	such,	it	works	with	taxpayers	to	deeply	understand	their	speci昀椀c	
circumstances as to why they cannot pay and when they anticipate being able to pay. The 

Town, as an accommodation, works with the taxpayer to provide time to pay rather than 

establishing	a	myriad	of	payment	plans	that	often	are	not	adhered	to	and	extremely	di昀케cult	
to keep track of.

 Very often, in rem matters take months (or more) to fully resolve wherein the 

Town	gets	fully	paid,	but	our	success	rate	is	ultimately	very	good.	Our	o昀케ces	have	
collected over $3 million in delinquent taxes for the Town since we’ve been doing this.

 Tax Certiorari Litigation – tax certiorari litigation for the Town of Rye involves 

defending the Town’s real property assessed values in court from litigants who have 

challenged their assessments over a number of years. These cases involve regular court 

conferences	and	their	associated	preparation,	reviewing	petitions	昀椀led,	income	and	expense	
statement,	proposed	settlement	o昀昀ers,	negotiations	with	the	opposing	counsel,	brie昀椀ng	of	
stakeholders	like	school	administrators,	conferences	with	the	Assessor,	and	brie昀椀ng	of	the	
Town Board. 

	 While	the	number	of	cases	facing	the	Town	昀氀uctuates	based	on	settlements,	
withdrawals	and	new	昀椀lings,	the	current	number	of	cases	against	the	Town	stands	at:	
208	plainti昀昀s	who	have	brought	repeated	cases	over	several	years	totaling	484	total	
proceedings.	My	o昀케ce	handles	approximately	16	cases	with	approximately	50	assigned	to	
other counsel. My fees for handling this litigation are also $280 per hour.”

 Je昀昀rey	Binder,	Esq.	
_____________________________________________________________

 Supervisor Diana also announced at the debate that he will be proposing a Town 

budget for 2024 with a 0% property tax increase. 

 The four candidates for Town Board also exchanged ideas during the debate. 

They are: Republicans: Patrick Murphy and Ed Lachterman, and Democrats: Steve Shaw 

and Tom Marron. Republicans currently control all four seats on the board. 

 Town Clerk Diana Quast and her republican opponent Jenna Lennox-Belcastro 

also introduced themselves to the audience. 

 The debate can be viewed online at 

https://www.facebook.com/anewdayforyorktown/videos/3604351709800986

_________________________________________________________________

“She (Walter) has attacked me for double dipping. I work every single day for my 

family.” 

 Walter said that Nolan “has a thin record of accomplishment,” and accused 

him of trying to take credit for projects completed by a democratic supermajority on the 

BOL and by democrat County Executive George Latimer.” 

 But the debate quickly turned negative again, with Walter saying that Nolan’s 

heroes are “Lee Zeldin, Mike Lawler and Trump,” while Nolan said Walter’s heroes are 

Congressman	Jamaal	Bowman,	before	he	got	cut	o昀昀.	
 The two clearly do not like each other, and this debate was symbolic of the 

angry political discourse we see across the country, with both sides supporting their 

candidate, and a small number of independent voters in between. 

 The debate can be viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=4TZgB5pEbNs

_______________________________________________________________

   Nolan Walter Debate, continued from pg 1-
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