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Lanny Gilbert 

Freedom Chapel Pastor Julio Vazquez,, middle, with Yorktown 
Councilman Sergio Esposito, Veterans and Volunteers 

  If Democrats Get Behind a Moderate 
Female Candidate, Lawler is in Trouble
       
 Lanny Gilbert’s Big Win for Democrats in Yorktown 
Eastchester the Only 5-0 republican board now in Westchester
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Freedom Chapel Serves More Than 200 Veterans 

        

Two Female Crime Victims Mourned in Westchester Westchester Power Pulls the Plug on County’s 
     Green Energy Program:What Happened?

      The Deal of the Century! Social Worker Caught 
       Stealing $700K from 95-Yr Old & Gets No Jail?
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By Dan Murphy 

A few takeaways from Election 2025 in Westchester. 
I-Democrats won the day, not only in Westchester but in New Jersey and Vir-

ginia. The victories by Congresswoman Spanberger and Congresswoman Sher-
rill point to a shift in the electorate, away from President Trump and MAGA and 
back toward the Democratic Party, especially in America’s suburbs. 

81% of young women voted for Mamdani in NYC, 80% for Sherrill in NJ, 
and 78% for Spanberger in Virginia. Both Spanberger and Sherrill were Con-
gresswomen. Sherrill served in the Navy and as a federal prosecutor, while 

 By Dan Murphy

A popular green energy delivery program for more than 150,000 Westchester 
homeowners and businesses has been abruptly halted without explanation. 

The Westchester Power program, a nonprofit-led initiative by Sustainable 
Westchester to provide residents and businesses in Westchester County with 
100% renewable energy through a Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) 
model, is shutting down at the end of November 2025.

Reason for Shutdown: Sustainable Westchester cited burdensome state regu-
lations and the New York Public Service Commission’s (PSC) rejection of up-

Westchester residents, attorneys, and those in the judicial system are wonder-
ing about the case of Chantel Chenault, a caseworker with Westchester Coun-
ty Adult Protective Services (APS), who pleaded guilty to stealing more than 
$700,000 from a 95-year-old elderly dementia client under her care. 

The details of the case are embarrassing for Chenault, who first withdrew 
$200,000 from the woman’s bank account and then went a step further, trans-
ferring $500,000 from the woman’s retirement accounts into her bank account, 
where Chenault withdrew the rest. 

New York Attorney General Letitia James’ office prosecuted the case and, 
through a forensic audit, found that Chenault used the victim’s ATM card at the 
MGM-Empire Casino to withdraw funds. 

In July, the AG’s office issued a press release, which we reported on, that in-
cluded the fact that “As a result of OAG’s investigation, a guardian was ap-
pointed for the victim in April 2023. The guardian was then able to successfully 

“She is suppose to Protect 
not Steal…”

“What is strange is that the 
county paid the old woman 
back, and the defendant got 
probation.”

Chantel Chenault, left 

By Dan Murphy 

continued on pg 14-

Cait Conley  

	 Maria Coto	 			     Roseberline Philippe

By Dan Murphy 

Two criminal cases in Westchester involving woman who sadly died were in 
the news. The Peekskill Man who murdered Westchester Social Worker Maria 
Coto was found guilty. 

Westchester County District Attorney Susan Cacace announced today that a 
trial jury found Hasseem Jenkins guilty Wednesday afternoon of murdering De-
partment of Social Services worker Maria Coto in 2024. Specifically, the jury 
found Jenkins guilty of the following charges:

Murder in the Second Degree (Felony Murder, class A-I felony)Manslaughter 
Free Books for 

Kids Up to Age 5

Dolly Parton Reading Program Comes to Westchcester 

United Way of West-
chester and Putnam 
(UWWP) is announc-
ing an exciting new 
partnership with Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination 
Library, providing free, 
age-appropriate books 
delivered monthly di-
rectly to children’s 
homes. This program 
will be announced at 
a press conference on 
Thursday, November 
13, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the White Plains Hous-
ing Authority. 

Currently, this pro-
gram is available to 
residents of White 
Plains, Port Chester, 
and Peekskill, thanks 
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The Old Mill Singers Annual Holiday Concert

Andrew Marinoi 

     Hoff-Barthelson Faculty Showcase Guitar and 
  
       Chamber Masterworks in November Concert

Hoff-Barthelson Music School continues its 2025–26 HB Artist Faculty Con-
cert Series with an evening celebrating the brilliance of European masters per-
formed by the School’s acclaimed faculty on Friday, November 21, 2025, at 
7:30 pm in the School’s Joan Behrens Bergman Auditorium in Scarsdale.

The HB Artist Series offers audiences an intimate encounter with exception-
al performances by Hoff-Barthelson’s distinguished faculty, underscoring the 
School’s enduring commitment to musical excellence and cultural enrichment 
in Westchester County.

“Each concert in the Artist Series highlights the depth and diversity of our 
faculty,” said Gabriella Sanna, Executive Director of Hoff-Barthelson Music 
School. “Their performances inspire our students and enrich our community, 
bringing to life the School’s mission to nurture creativity, foster excellence, and 
share the joy of music. This program—with its blend of Ravel’s elegance, de 
Falla’s intensity, Grieg’s lyricism, and Fanny Mendelssohn’s radiant energy—
beautifully captures the range and spirit of what makes Hoff-Barthelson so spe-
cial.”

General Admission is $20; HBMS Students are free of charge. Tickets can be 
purchased on Eventbrite.

Program and artists are subject to change. Faculty artist biographies can be 
found at https://hbms.org/faculty_bio/.

_____________________________________________________________

“HOLIDAY MAGIC”

The Old Mill Singers Annual Holiday Concert
Julie Harris Theater at the Clear View School
480 Albany Post Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
Saturday, December 6th at 5 PM and Sunday, December 7thst at 3 PM

The Old Mill Singers choral group directed by Nell Macdonald will present 
their annual holiday concert “Holiday Magic” on Saturday, December 6th at 
5PM and Sunday, December 7th at 3PM at the Clear View School in Briarcliff 
Manor.

“Run Rudolph Run”…. to “Holiday Magic” to celebrate a “White Christ-
mas”,

“Here In My House” “Under the Tree” while singing “Carol of the Bells”….
then dashing off by “Walking In the Air” to enjoy “Chanukah In Santa Monica”!

“Hallelujah”…..What a truly magical holiday event is planned to capture the 
joy, wonder and festive spirit in your heart and the enchanting holiday season!

Abra Cadabra! It’s “Holiday Magic”! Traditional and current, popular mu-
sical renditions…twinkling lights and candlelight…delicious treats…holiday 
festivities…and a magnificent magical event for all… The Old Mill Singers 
will be there to share their very special holiday cheer! Wave your magic wand 
and join this magical experience!

The Old Mill Singers, a talented and fun loving, non-profit chorus of men 
and women with a great Kids Chorus live throughout Westchester County. 
They perform at local nursing homes, and community and private events. New 
members are always welcome. Auditions are not required. Just sing in tune and 
spread joy through music!

Believe in “Holiday Magic”! Music makes the Holidays Merrier!
Concert tickets: Adults/Seniors- $20 Children (12 & under)- $5
Tickets are available from any Old Mill Singer and may be purchased at the 

door for $25.
For further information, please visit www.oldmillsingers.org or email us at 

oldmillsingers@gmail.com.
_____________________________________________________________

			             Westchester Rising
 PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388.  Proudly serving the the 
people of Westchester with hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association.  
Legal notice inquiries to: risinglegalnotice@gmail.com.   Daniel Murphy, 
Publisher & Editor in Chief, dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com. Bayan Baker, 
Assistant to the Editor in Chief  risingmediagroup@gmail.com. 
_____________________________________________________________
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   Back to Dealing with  Back PainThe Illicit Cannabis Market is Hurting New 
Rochelle & Our Community Deserves Better

By Eric Wolf Schoen

By Jennifer Gierum, Founder of Highlife Health

A year ago, Highlife Health opened its doors as New Rochelle’s first licensed, 
women-owned cannabis dispensary. It was a proud moment, not just for me, but 
for the community that supported us. Since then, we’ve grown our space, cre-
ated jobs, and contributed more than $400,000 in tax revenue to the State of New 
York and the City of New Rochelle. That money is going directly back into our 
community to support roads, schools, and other needed infrastructure that makes 
New Rochelle New Rochelle. I’m honored to do this.

But with that growth has come challenges I never could have imagined.
Just yesterday, I walked into a corner store in my own neighborhood and was 

casually offered four different strains of cannabis. The store is unlicensed, unreg-
ulated, and selling to minors. And it’s not the only one. Within walking distance 
of my business, multiple unlicensed shops are openly operating, with no testing, 
no oversight, and no concern for safety.

Meanwhile, my dispensary follows every regulation, invests heavily in com-
pliance, and pays taxes that directly support our city. Yet when I ask for enforce-
ment, I’m told the city doesn’t have the authority, and the county doesn’t have 
the resources. I’m expected to sit idly as illegal businesses not only put kids at 
risk, but also threaten the survival of compliant small businesses like mine.

What troubles me most isn’t just the unfair competition; it’s the danger to 
our community. These illegal operators sell untested products that could contain 
harmful substances. They market directly to young people. And they fuel the 
stigma around cannabis that I and many others in the legal industry have worked 
tirelessly to break by showing what a safe, legal, and responsible dispensary can 
look like.

I’ll admit, there are days when I sit at my desk in tears, wondering if fighting 
this uphill battle is worth it. But I know it is. Because this fight is bigger than me. 
It’s about proving that compliance matters, that safety matters, and that small 
businesses who play by the rules deserve a fair chance to succeed.

It’s time for real enforcement. Our community can’t afford to wait any longer.
______________________________________________________________

Do, I hear, your prestigious columnist is suffering from back pain again? A 
YEAar went buy and yes, surgeries ad nauseum! Sorry to say It is still there.

The dietician at the. Hospital. Was all prepared for me when I entered the 
room. Mr. Schoen, happy to. See. you again. I can’t believe that you are here 
given what you went through over the last. It seems your body had a hard time 
withe the new path to a new year.

After the operation the back pain never disappeared. The current pain feels 
like bullets beING shopped under and over under painful waters. I:don’t know 
what to do.

Yes I know what to do. With the help of god I will be better anwhere you can, 
and the two of us array Please pray for me using EVERY TOOL within your 
hands to guide me. one can find.

So Donald Trump wants to do away with printing and circulation of the 1 
cent coin. Do you really care? To think that he has the power to do such a stupid 
thing! does that make you think he is such a powerful person?  If your Senti-
mental about such things get a life, please.

And if you want to do something good for yourself, wrap those Pennies up 
and save them for your grandchildren. Who Knows, maybe like subway tokens 
they will be worth something in 35-40 years. 2 Cents? You have more im-
portant things to worry about like getting the Donald Trump Official Walmart 
Turkey Dinner at 25% less this year. Yes the turkey dinner is on rollback, and 
Donald went on the air praising this special deal Wednesday night.

Yes friends, before  the holidays are upon is, perfect time to get that Walmart 
frozen turkey for a family. @Walmart Serves @ beat for 4 Probably 2-4 is as-
signed

As we enter the holiday testing system make sure your heat is up to snuff and 
report any issues to the City!

Reach Eric Schoen at ewschoen@icloud.com.
_____________________________________________________________

See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special 
	               	               
		      3 Months-$299.00			      3 Months-$299.00	
                                
                 6 Months--$499.00                  6 Months--$499.00 
		
	           12 Months -$899.00 	           12 Months -$899.00 
     email dmurphy @risingmediagroup.com      email dmurphy @risingmediagroup.com 
________________________________________________________________________

Jennifer Gierum
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Jessica Reinmann Ends Congressional 
Campaign, Endorses Cait Conley

Mamdani Is The New Candy Man, 
But He’s Really Handing Out Poison 
Op-Ed By Michael Gold

Zohran Mamdani and Donald Trump have more in common than we think. Both 
made extremely ambitious promises when they were running for office. Both said 
they would make life more affordable for desperate families. Both have targeted 
minorities. 

Trump claimed, with no evidence of course, that Mexicans were bringing crime 
and drugs to America, when he announced his candidacy for the Presidency in 2015. 
His administration’s ICE goons are arresting Latinos across the country, regardless 
of whether they have citizenship papers or a green card. 

Mamdani has been going after Israel and the Jewish people since he was a college 
student. 

Trump said he would bring manufacturing jobs back to America. This isn’t hap-
pening. We lost approximately 33,000 factory jobs in 2025, according to the U.S. 
Labor Department. 

Trump claimed he would lower inflation. Inflation is running at about three per-
cent. Prices for beef, chicken, coffee, cereal, yogurt and other foods have risen. 

Mamdani said he would make city buses free and fast. If you have any kind of 
economic sense at all, you will ask, “Who is going to pay for the bus drivers, the 
engineers, the maintenance workers who work for the MTA Bus Company? Where 
is the money going to come from to pay for their salaries, health care and pensions?” 

About 4,000 people work for the MTA bus lines, running 1,300 buses. It costs 
about $800 million a year to operate the buses. 

And how’s he going to make the buses go faster? Blow up all the other vehicles 
fighting for a lane on the city’s over-crowded streets? 

Mamdani said he would make high quality child care free. Our family paid thou-
sands of dollars a year for day care for our child when we lived in the outer boroughs, 
from the time the kid was six months old until kindergarten. Would we have wanted 
to purchase less expensive care for our child? Of course, but who is going to pay the 
bill for city-dictated high-quality day care that’s somehow affordable? The mayor-
elect’s free child care plan could cost about six billion a year. 

The mayor-elect also wants to open city-run grocery stores, one for each of the five 
boroughs, selling food pegged to wholesale prices. In a city that lacks virtually any 
open space, where could the land and the building be located for such enterprises? 
Unsurprisingly, the owners of private supermarkets, delis and bodegas are not happy 
about this proposal. How will they be able to compete and survive against a city-run 
grocery that’s selling food at much lower costs?  

Mamdani also said he wants a rent freeze. People may justifiably complain that the 
rent is too high, but freezing rents is going to almost certainly warp the rental mar-
ket. Maintaining and repairing tenants’ apartments costs money.  Building material 
prices have gone up this year, due to tariffs, energy cost increases and more demand, 
according to the National Association of Home Builders.

Insurance fees have increased by more than 18 percent, the New York City Rent 
Guidelines Board states. Utility, maintenance, energy and administrative costs are up 
too, the rent control board says.  

Mamdani says he’ll raise taxes on the wealthy and corporations to write the checks 
for free buses and child care.

Governor Hochul has already told Mamdani the city buses are not going to be free, 
so that’s one big promise that he can’t make good on already. The state has to ap-
prove the tax increases Mamdani wants. Let’s see what happens when the Governor 
and the over-burdened and notoriously contentious New York State Legislature work 
through Mamdani’s proposals and put it through their sausage machine. Even if they 
approve some kind of tax increase, it would be extremely unlikely Mamdani is going 
to get what he says he needs to pay for all the candy he wants to hand out. 

The other very disturbing aspect of Mamdani’s public statements are his overt-
ly anti-Israel positions. Mamdani belongs to the Democratic Socialists of America 
(DSA), which is openly hostile to Israel. Mamdani doesn’t believe Israel has the 
right to exist. He’s said he doesn’t support any country that has a “hierarchy of citi-
zenship on the basis of religion or anything else.”

It's curious then that Mamdani never cites Saudi Arabia or Iran for this issue. Both 
countries are Islamic theocratic dictatorships, where the rule of law is whatever the 
king or ayatollah say it is, where people are executed or thrown in jail for speaking 
their minds or not wearing a head scarf properly. 

Jessica Reinmann, released the following statement: I love my community. 
That is the fundamental reason I chose to enter the race for Congress -- to stand 
up for those families here in the Hudson Valley who I have worked with for the 
last 11 years. The families and communities that are being left behind by the 
administration in Washington.

I am not a politician, and although I embraced this commitment, it came at 
the expense of doing the work I love. Working for the community. Over the last 
several weeks, as we have seen working families become pawns in the shut-
down battle, it has become obvious to me that I can effectuate more change by 
returning to the communities I know and love. And to work in the new commu-
nities I have had the honor of getting to know over the course of this campaign. 
Therefore, I have made the decision to end my campaign, effective immediately.

To those who have supported me, I cannot tell you how much it has meant to 
me to have you all on my side through this journey and I can never thank you 
enough for your friendship, support and encouragement. I also want to thank 
my family who have stood with me every step of the way. And last, but certainly 
not least, I want to thank my wonderful campaign team who have stuck with me 
through laughter and tears; you have all meant so much to me and I am grateful 
to you for your amazing work over these many months.

To my friends on the Democratic side, as you all know, I believe that the best 
candidate will not be one chosen by party insiders, but one who builds genuine 
grassroots support in all four counties, and I look forward to engaging in this 
process as a voter and an advocate. Make no mistake, I am not going anywhere. 
I am invested in this race, and I will do everything I can to ensure that we elect 
new representation in NY-17. And the first step is making sure that the Demo-
crats choose the strongest candidate to go up against Mike Lawler. 

To that end, I am proud to announce that I am strongly endorsing Cait Conley 
in the Democratic Primary for this district. Over the course of this campaign, I 
have gotten to know Cait and have seen her commitment to our nation and our 
shared values, and I believe that she is by far the strongest candidate in this race. 
I look forward to helping Cait win in June and November, and I know she will 
make an excellent Congressmember.

____________________________________________________________

Jessica Reinmann

	          		  Buying Comics! 
				    Looking for 1960’s-1990’s 
			      I PAY CASH!  Located in Yonkers 
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         Save the Sound Reports Results from its 12th 
Bacteria Monitoring Season in Western LI Sound

As Food Banks see Increase in Usage, Purchase 
     NYPIRG Food Drive Collects Donations 

 Overall failure rates drop, but high bacteria counts persist despite another 
dry monitoring season

For the second straight year, overall failure rates dropped in Save the Sound’s 
annual fecal indicator bacteria monitoring season. Of the 745 water samples col-
lected by staff and volunteer community scientists from 66 locations from Green-
wich, CT, through Westchester County and into Queens and Nassau County, NY, 
58% failed to meet the state-established single sample safe swimming criteria. 
That’s an improvement of 2% from 2024 and 6% from 2023 but up 2% from 
2021. The 12-year-old monitoring program hasn’t seen a season where less than 
half the overall samples failed since 2017 (43%).

The 2025 season had the highest frequency of dry weather samples in the west-
ern Long Island Sound since 2022. Only 16.5% of the samples were taken under 
wet weather conditions—which occur when a half-inch or more of rain is re-
corded in the 72 hours prior to sampling—down from 2024 (26.4%) and 2023 
(46.3%). The 622 dry samples were the most ever collected by Save the Sound in 
a single monitoring season.

Only 46% of those passed, up 2% from both 2023 and 2024.
“While a year-over-year improvement in the overall failure rate is encouraging, 

of course, it’s important to recognize that more than half of the dry samples failed 
for the fifth time in six years,” said Peter Linderoth, director of healthy waters 
and lands for Save the Sound. “Dry weather failures in urbanized areas have been 
shown to be associated with leaks in sanitary sewer infrastructure.”

Dry weather samples tend to pass at a higher rate than wet weather samples. 
In wet weather, runoff flushes pollution off the landscape and into waterways, 
and occasionally can trigger a larger volume of untreated sewage being released 
instead of making its way to a sewage treatment plant.

That the 2025 season saw only a marginal improvement in overall failure rate 
can be attributed to a double-digit increase in wet weather fails. The failure rate 
(82%) was 11% higher than 2024 and is the highest in the program’s history. 
While fewer wet samples were collected, they tended to have high hits for fecal 
contamination.

Rivers remained the most polluted type of site sampled, failing 73% of the time. 
Samples collected at embayments failed 43% of the time, and those collected 
along the shoreline failed only 16%.

“Sewer lines are engineered to run from higher-elevation locations to lower 
ones wherever possible, using gravity to move wastewater to treatment plants. 
These pipes often run alongside or close to the rivers and streams that run through 
backyards, along school properties, and past playing fields across our commu-
nities,” said Linderoth. “These rivers at times carry dangerously high levels of 
pathogens from fecal contamination that have the potential to make people sick 
when they interact with those waterways.”

Only three locations went the entire 2025 monitoring season without a failing 
sample: Glen Island Park (New Rochelle, NY), Greenwich Cove (Greenwich, 
CT), and Indian Harbor Yacht Club (Greenwich, CT).

Thirteen sites, though, had all of their samples fail in 2025: Parsons Beach @ 
233rd Street (Queens, NY), Mamaroneck Harbor East Basin (Mamaroneck Vil-
lage, NY), Udalls Mill Pond (Saddle Rock, NY), Byram River @ Comley Avenue 
(Greenwich, CT), Beaver Swamp Brook @ Rye Neck High School (Mamaroneck 
Village, NY), Beaver Swamp Brook @ Greenwood Union Cemetery (Harrison, 
NY), Tributary to Beaver Swamp Brook (Harrison, NY), Glover Field (Mount 
Vernon, NY), Hutchinson River @ Migui Park (Mount Vernon, NY), Outfall 
@ Farrell and Beechwood (Mount Vernon, NY), Mamaroneck River @ Saxon 
Woods Park (Mamaroneck Town, NY), Mamaroneck River @ Saxon Woods 
Road (White Plains, NY), and Sheldrake River @ Columbus Park (Mamaroneck 
Village, NY).

Water samples from all locations are collected by Save the Sound full-time and 
seasonal staff and volunteer community scientists, trained by Save the Sound, 
once a week over the 12-week monitoring season. Those samples are delivered 
to the John and Daria Barry Foundation Water Quality Laboratory in Save the 
Sound’s Larchmont office, where our staff analyze them for the presence of fe-
cal indicator bacteria: Enterococcus in marine water, E. coli in freshwater. Full 
results from the 2025 monitoring season and all previous seasons are available at 
[SaveTheSound.org]SaveTheSound.org.

“I want to thank our seasonal staff, as well as the 16 community scientists who 
volunteered their time to work with us this season,” said Linderoth. “Thanks to 
their commitment and hard work, we were able to consistently conduct sampling 
at 66 locations.”

Volunteers interested in participating in the 2026 bacteria monitoring season 
should send an email to pollution@savethesound.org.

Save the Sound leads environmental action across the Long Island Sound re-
gion to protect the Sound and its rivers, fight climate change, save endangered 
lands, and work with nature to restore ecosystems. More info at SaveTheSound.
org.

______________________________________________________________

For the past month, students across New York have organized Trick-or-Eat 
food drives to help stock local food pantry shelves to fight back against increas-
ing food insecurity in our local communities. Trick or Eat is a long-standing 
Halloween food drive where volunteers collect non-perishable items door-to-
door instead of candy. The drives, organized by the statewide student-directed 
nonprofit NYPIRG, collected thousands of non-perishable food items across the 
state. The Purchase NYPIRG chapter gathered over 700 items, which were do-
nated to the Purchase College Food Pantry. 

“Trick or Eat is a really special event because it takes the generosity of our 
neighbors to make it successful” said Matthew Paolucci, NYPIRG Project Coor-
dinator at SUNY Purchase. “This year, we expanded our food collection efforts 
by dropping off more than 300 brown paper bags to our neighbors in Rye Brook, 
and the generosity of their response was incredible.” 

Food insecurity, where a person experiences inconsistent access to adequate 
food due to a lack of money and other resources, is a major problem, with one 
in four adults in the State experiencing food insecurity. Food insecurity is also a 
problem that reaches our college campuses. The proportion of college students 
experiencing financial stress and unmet essential needs is growing.

“Trick or Eat is really important to me because I get to see the impact that it 
has on my local community when I walk past the food pantry everyday” said 
NYPIRG volunteer and Purchase student Francisca Schmalz. “seeing people in 
need benefit from the work that students put in to support one another is really 
inspiring. ”  

Shelters, food pantries, and programs like the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) can assist those who suffer from food insecurity; how-
ever, these resources are often underfunded and can be underutilized. These 
concerns have been compounded by the government shutdown, waning federal 
funds for food banks, and looming work requirements for SNAP; many students 
will suddenly find themselves unable to qualify. 

NYPIRG’s Hunger and Homelessness project aims to meet the needs of hun-
gry neighbors through events like the annual Trick-or-Eat drive. The project 
sheds light on the realities of hunger in the on- and off-campus communities. 
According to NYPIRG’s 2016 Hunger on Campus report, nearly half of the sur-
veyed students were considered food insecure and 22% considered themselves 
hungry, which means that they were very food insecure. Now, with food pantries 
at all State University of New York (SUNY) and City University of New York 
(CUNY) campuses, NYPIRG’s food drives help ensure that students are able to 
take advantage of a fully-stocked campus food pantry when they need it most.

“With federal funding cuts looming to our local food banks and members of 
our community left in limbo as the government shutdown affects SNAP, it’s as 
important as ever that we keep the shelves in these food pantries stocked so that 
students can benefit from this service,” said Matthew Paolucci, NYPIRG Project 
Coordinator at SUNY Purchase. “Even if our drive alone collected just 700 food 
items for one pantry, the hope is that this kind of work inspires more people to 
get involved in their local communities during these times of great need.”

Visit www.nypirgstudents.org, to learn more. 
______________________________________________________________ 
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Notice  of  Formation  of 1M Consulting LLC filed with the SSNY on 
11/05/2024 with the existence date as 01/01/2025. Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whole processes against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of processes to the LLC, 3 Ward Street, Hast-
ings-on-Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of LIQUID ASSET SERVICES LLC. Application for 
Authority Filed with the SSNY on 12/05/2024. Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to THE LLC, 46 LINCOLN 
AVENUE, PORT CHESTER, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of IT TAKES ALL KINDS PICTURES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/21/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY. shall mail copy of process to the LLC, Republic Registered Agent Ser-
vices Inc. 54 State Street Suite 804 Albany, NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful 

Notice of Formation of SteenShotz LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 03/12/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC, 343 South 3rd Avenue, Mt. Venron NY 
10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

__________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Super Smart Future LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 04/20/2023. Office Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Super Smart Future 
LLC, 58 Valley Rd, Katonah, NY 10536. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Publication of 19 THIRD AVE RENTALS LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 08/29/2025. Office: WESTCHESTER CO.  SSNY designated 
agent for process and shall mail process to copy to the LLC 7014 13th Ave, 
#202, Bklyn, NY, 11228. Purpose: any lawful act.

Notice of Formation of PRINCE & BROADWAY PROPERTIES LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 1/22/25. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 172 Rockne Road, Yonkers, NY 10701. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of 155 ROUTE 202 LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 07/10/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 401 Broadway, Suit 1111, NY, NY 10013.  Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Math Power LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY On 
07/12/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 35 Florence St, Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of BLUEPRINTS AND BEYOND LLC. Arts of Org. filed 
with Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on February 4th, 2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC: 70 Ashburton Avenue, Apt. 7H, Yonkers, New York, 10701. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of JUST SHIPSHAPE LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on [07/17/2025]. Office location: 
Westchester county. ENTITY PROTECT REGISTERED AGENT SERVICES 
LLC is designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. ENTITY PROTECT REGISTERED AGENT SERVICES LLC shall 
mail a copy of process to the LLC,  1 ALEXANDER STREET APT 314, Yon-
kers, New York, NY 10701. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of Formation of OnPoint Home Designs LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 8/28/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 14 Crosby Court, Cortlandt Manor NY 10567. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Schmoose Pack Projects LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/20/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Bruce Wong 10 Station Square Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of Elsie Legacy Group LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 08/26/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 41 Woodland Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation Hinman Hall,  LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 09/08/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 9 Landing Drive, Dobbs Ferry NY 10522 Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

_______________________________________________________________

Notice of Formation of Marayjay, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 09/04/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the Entity Protect Registered Agent Services LLC, 447 Broadway 
2nd Fl. - #3000, New York, NY 10013. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Sprites' Hollow LLC, formerly What Are We Mak-
ing LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/30/2021. Office: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 88 Colgate Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

______________________________________________________________

Notice of Formation of 275 VICTORY BLVD LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 08/29/2025. Office: WESTCHESTER CO.  SSNY designated agent for 
process and shall mail process to copy to the LLC 7014 13th Ave, #202, Bklyn, 
NY, 11228. Purpose: any lawful act.

______________________________________________________________
Notice of Formation of RELIABLE MEDICAL SERIVES PLLC filed with 

the SSNY on 07/6/25. Office:  Westchester County. Registered Agent Inc. desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 27 Edgewold Rd.  White Plains, NY 10607. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

______________________________________________________________

Notice of Formation of Line Dot Line, LLC; Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on July 8, 2025; Office location: 
Westchester County; SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served; SSNY shall mail a copy of any process to Line 
Dot Line, LLC, 34 Mountain Avenue, Larchmont, NY 10538; The registered 
agent is Lauren Cogan, 34 Mountain Avenue, Larchmont, NY 10538; Purpose: 
To engage in any lawful act or activity for which limited liability companies may 
be formed under the laws of the State of New York; Duration: Perpetual.

______________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Nicaudis Group Family Daycare, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 08/26/25. Office: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the LLC, Nicaudis Castillo, 156 Union Ave, Mt 
Vernon, NY 10550. 

Digital Infrastructure Services LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with NY Dept. of 
State on 10/22/25. Office: Westchester County. NY DOS designated as agent 
for service of process; DOS shall mail copy of process to 7 Ridgeway Cir 
White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of FirstLine Infusion LLC. Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on September 16, 2025. 
Office location: Westchester County, New York. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. The SSNY 
shall mail process to: FirstLine Infusion LLC, 30 Winthrop Ave., Elmsford, NY 
10523. Purpose: Any lawful purpose permitted under New York State law.

______________________________________________________________

Notice of Publication of Hari Govinda LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed with the SSNY 
on 10/19/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY is designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, Prajwal B Shrestha, 12 Vista Court, Ossining, NY, 10562. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

_______________________________________________________________

			   Notice of Sale

Supreme Court: Westchester County Acqua Capital LLC v  Che Li et al. Defts 
Index#:  58090/2020 Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale filed and 
entered October 1, 2025, I will sell at public auction in the Lobby of the West-
chester County Courthouse 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd White Plains 
NY 10601, on December 18, 2025 at 3:30 pm the premises located in the Vil-
lage of Tarrytown, County of Westchester, State of New York known as  Section 
1.190, Block 115 Lot(s) 21.  Sold subject to the terms of sale and filed judgment 
of foreclosure.  Bank Checks Only, must be payable to the Referee for 25% of 
Bid Price, No Cash Accepted.   Jerrice D. Epps, Esq. Referee.

_____________________________________________________________

Notice of Formation of Lifestyle Rehabilitation, LLC filed with SSNY on 
10/27/2025.  Office: Westchester County.  SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 56 Martha Place, Chappaqua, NY, 10514.  Purpose: Physical Therapy.

Notice of Formation of Sets n Sweats LLC, filed with SSNY on August 24, 
2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to LLC:  515 
Boston Post Rd, #1034 Portchester, NY, 10573, USA Purpose: any lawful act 
or activity.

				    Notice

A nonprofit organization in Yonkers NY is seeking sealed bids for the sale and 
installation of security related enhancements. The project includes installation 
of impact resistant exterior and interior doors, impact resistant windows, access 
control and related equipment, exterior safety lighting, panic alarm system, and 
CCTV security cameras. Selection criteria will be based on price, reputation/ex-
perience, and quality of materials proposed. Specifications and bid requirements 
can be obtained by contacting us at Renovations600@gmail.com. All interested 
firms will be required to sign for the proposal documents and provide primary 
contact, telephone, fax and email address. Minority and Women owned business-
es are encouraged to apply. Bids will be accepted until 12 pm on January 15, 2026 
and work is to commence by February 28, 2026 and completed by September 1, 
2026. 

______________________________________________________________
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THE CITY OF YONKERS/YONKERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BUREAU OF 
PURCHASING, One Larkin Center, 3RD Floor, Yonkers, New York 10701 (Lo-
cated in the Yonkers Riverfront Library Building across from the Metro-North 
train station) will receive sealed Bids and Proposals for the following projects 
until 2:00 PM, on the dates below.

Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read at the address above in the 3rd 
Floor Finance Conference Room.

The building is open from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for receiving packages via 
courier services and in person. If delivering bids in person, individuals must see 
the Public Safety Officer in the library atrium, who will contact Purchasing to 
meet the individual at the 3rd floor elevator.

Those interested in listening to the Sealed Bids opening and the reading of 
bids can dial Conference Call number 1-701-802-5221 and enter Access Code 
1354203 when prompted.

Solicitation documents are available for downloading from the Empire State 
Purchasing Group website at http://www.empirestatebidsystem.com/. The City 
welcomes and encourages participation by local and minority and women owned 
business enterprises.

1) Bid No. IFB-7548 - Opening date: 12/12/2025: Demolition, Asbestos and 
Lead Abatement at 87 Nepperhan Ave (MM).

2) Bid No. RFB-7555 - Opening date: 12/05/2025: 12-month contract for the 
purchase, planting and aftercare of 122 trees throughout the City of Yonkers 
(MM).

3) Bid No. IFB-7553 – Opening Date: 12/12/2025: Asbestos Abatement of the 
Yonkers Police Department 2nd Precinct, Main Lobby (TN/MM).

TOWN OF EASTCHESTER

LEGAL NOTICE OF HEARING ON 

2026 PRELIMINARY BUDGET

Please take notice that the Town Board of the Town of Eastchester shall 
hold its annual budget hearing on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2025 to con-
sider the adoption of the Town of Eastchester’s 2026 calendar year budget.  
Said hearing on this Preliminary Budget shall be held at the Town Hall, 40 
Mill Road, Eastchester, New York at 7:30 p.m.

The salaries of Elected Officials incorporated in said preliminary budget 
are as follows:

	 Each	 Total
Supervisor		  (1)	 $98,093	$ 98,093
Council Members	 (4)	 $22,000	$ 88,000
Judges			   (2)	 $50,000	$100,000
Receiver of Taxes	 (1)	 $77,100	$ 77,100
Town Clerk		  (1)	 $95,233	$ 95,233

All residents of the community may present written or oral comments at the 
above-described place, date and time.

BY THE ORDER OF THE SUPERVISOR AND
THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF 
EASTCHESTER, NEW YORK          
JOSEPH D. DOOLEY        

        Transgender Day of Remembrance: 
      A Conversation with Anastasia Kinard

Anastasia Kinard

By: Dennis Richmond, Jr. 

Every year on November 20th, we observe Transgender Day of Remembrance 
(TDoR)—a time dedicated to honoring trans folks whose lives were lost to anti-
trans violence. This day concludes Transgender Awareness Week and was founded 
over 25 years ago by Gwendolyn Ann Smith in memory of Rita Hester, a Black 
trans woman murdered in 1998.

The purpose of TDoR is twofold: first, to remember the lives we’ve lost, and sec-
ond, to raise public awareness of the ongoing crisis of violence facing trans folx. 
According to the Human Rights Campaign (HRC), at least 36 trans and GNC folx 
were violently killed in the United States in the twelve months following the last 
TDoR. Of that number, roughly half were Black trans women—a stark indicator of 
the intersectional disparities that shape this violence.

I spoke with 26-year-old Queens resident Anastasia Kinard about what TDoR 
means to her. She said:

“Transgender Day of Remembrance reminds us of the lives we’ve lost — lives 
that were full of beauty, talent, and promise. I feel like being a transgender in 2025 
we should appreciate the people that pass and that paved way for us because we the 
next generation and my name will be noticed.”

Those words reflect the heart of TDoR: it is not simply a list of names read aloud, 
but a call to reflect on lives interrupted and to recognize that the legacies of those 
gone live on through the work and presence of trans folks now and in the future.

Black trans women are often targeted. HRC’s report highlights that Black trans 
women comprised 50% of the documented fatal victims in that 12-month span. 
The report also notes that the true number is almost certainly higher, given under-
reporting, misgendering of victims, and gaps in data.

In addition to violence, structural factors—such as poverty, housing instability, 
and discrimination in employment and healthcare—amplify risk and vulnerability 
for trans and GNC folx. As the HRC notes, the overlap of racism, misogyny, trans-
phobia, and economic exclusion creates a “culture of violence” in which trans folx 
of color are disproportionately at risk.

For Kinard and for many other younger trans folx, TDoR is simultaneously a 
moment of grief and a moment of empowerment. The memory of those lost be-
comes a charge: to live, to thrive, to carry the torch onward. As Kinard put it, the 
people who “paved the way” did not simply die in vain—they left behind the 
space, the platform, and the promise for the next generation.

This year, as we gather in vigils, in classrooms, in community centers, in parks, 
or even quietly at home, we honor the names and lives of those lost. We lost pow-
erful trans folx in Ballroom, and we will never forget them. With that, we also 
recommit to the work: raising awareness, building safer spaces, advocating for 
health, economic, and social justice, and ensuring that in the future, no names will 
need to be spoken on TDoR.

Dennis Richmond, Jr. (@NewYorkStakz) is a journalist, historian, and edu-
cator from Yonkers, NY. He writes to uplift unheard voices, honor history, and 
inspire change.

Sliwa and Cuomo knew they’d split the vote, but hey, too many other geniuses 
came out and said Cuomo initially lost the democratic primary because only 13% of 
people bothered to vote. Well, surprise, surprise: on election night, 40% of eligible 
voters couldn’t be bothered.

Even with nearly two million voters—an all-time high—42% voting for Cuomo, 
it wasn’t enough to beat Mamdani’s crazy socialist mallet. It just shows people are 
frustrated, inflation is skyrocketing, the cost of living is in crisis mode, and NYC 
is a mess.

We’re going to have someone lead a $118 billion industry into bankruptcy —be-
cause why not? He’s got zero experience, unless you count running a lemonade 
stand, which, let’s be real, is not the same as running a municipality the size of a 
small country. It’s a joke, folks. I mean, what’s next?

The New York State Board of Elections is letting someone run for office as a State 
Assemblyman after being a citizen for, like, five minutes? Oh, wait, that already 
happened with Zohran. No background check? No allegiance to our founding prin-
ciples? No problem, I guess.

So, all you homeowners out there, go ahead and put your homes up for sale, see if 
anyone’s dumb enough to buy them now that property taxes are going to be through 
the roof to pay for Mamdani’s circus of free bus rides and other wacky services.

And don’t even get me started on taxing the wealthy, because, you know, that’s 
got to go through the state legislature and get the governor’s stamp of approval, 
which, good luck with that. It’s not going to happen. New York City’s homeowners 
will foot the bill for Zohran’s incoming circus to arrive on January 1st, 2026—some 
happy new year.

Now, going further, we lost interest in these wacky tariffs that have been plagu-
ing our wallets and handbags; they are like the ultimate party foul, causing the 
Democrats to sweep the Republican Party under the rug. We lost pretty much every 
election in the country. Is it worth getting a few extra hundred billion dollars from 
consumers and losing our grip on the Republican agenda? Hmm, tough one.

Frank Spotorno was the Republican Party candidate for Congress in the 14th 
District of NY in 2016. He is the founder of Bring Our Jobs Home and lives in 
Yonkers.

______________________________________________________________

			   Mamdani=Madman
		  Op-Ed-By Frank Spotorno 

Hey, fellow New Yorkers, 
don’t have a meltdown about 
the loss to a madman’s ide-
ology. For days, I’ve been 
scribbling articles, and it’s all 
about “I want what I want”, 
but apparently, that’s too 
much to ask from Sliwa and 
Cuomo, who didn’t put our 
Republic first, you know, that 
whole core of our Democrat-
ic principles, and the city of 
New York came second.

Frank Spotorno
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Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos & story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.comSend us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos & story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

		      New Rochelle to Host 
61st Thanksgiving Parade Sat. Nov. 22

Pamela’s Big Heart Foundation Giveback -Thanksgiving 

The New Rochelle Chamber of Commerce together with the City of New 
Rochelle is thrilled to announce the 61st Annual Thanksgiving Parade kicking 
off on Saturday, November 22, 2025, at 10am at the intersection of Eastchester 
Road and North Avenue in New Rochelle.

Watch as Mighty Mouse soars through the streets of New Rochelle together 
with Tom the Turkey, Bugs Bunny, Scooby-Doo and other giant parade bal-
loons. There will be marching bands, floats, vintage cars, dancers, singers, 
motorcycles and more. We’ll have marchers from Iona University, Monroe 
University, local schools, businesses and community organizations. And, of 
course, Santa will be there too!

The 2025 Thanksgiving Parade route goes along New Rochelle’s North 
Avenue beginning at Eastchester Road and ending at Bonnefoy Place – with 
viewing all along North Avenue. Groups will perform at the grandstand near 
Anderson Plaza in New Rochelle’s newly created Vanguard District, where the 
parade will be recorded for broadcasts on NRTV during Thanksgiving Week-
end.

Watch Parties will be offered at multiple restaurants and businesses along 
the North Avenue parade route including Beechmont Tavern, Smokehouse 
Tailgate Grill, Toastique, The Mirage, Spectators Sports Pub and Restaurant 
and other soon-to-be announced locations – providing food, fun and seating to 
view New Rochelle’s signature event.

“The New Rochelle Thanksgiving Parade is a NR Chamber and City tradi-
tion. It’s evolved from a small night-time Thanksgiving Eve event to become 
the 2nd largest Thanksgiving Parade in the state. The NR Chamber is proud to 
be celebrating the 61st anniversary of the Parade. We’re thankful for all the NR 
Chamber members – past and present – who have worked to bring the Parade 
to New Rochelle while enhancing the economic and business life of the City,” 
said Rob Hayes, President of the NR Chamber of Commerce and owner of The 
Beechmont Tavern.

There’s still time to join the Parade! We’re looking for Community Groups, 
Dance Schools, NonProfits, Businesses, Cosplayers and Performers interested 
in marching. Sign up at https://forms.gle/av8mUBZ1b3iFjAkk8

Sponsors are still needed for the Thanksgiving Parade – especially for the 
Balloons. Sponsorship opportunities are listed here: http://bit.ly/47um0uQ

The Thanksgiving Parade offers a “bucket-list” opportunity to hold a bal-
loon in a parade. The NR Chamber needs many volunteers to make this year’s 
Parade the most successful yet. Volunteers can register to hold a balloon or 
banner in the Parade on our link with VolunteerNY at: http://bit.ly/4om1qDZ

To stay on top of all the Parade updates visit the NR Chamber website: http://
bit.ly/47um0uQ.

____________________________________________________________
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Laughter, Connection, & Creativity Shine at The 
Rye Arts Center’s Sold-Out Ladies Comedy Night

      Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos       Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos 

              
        and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com        and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

           Art Garfunkel Performs in Yonkers, 
     at Blue Door Art Gallery for Three Nights 

L-R-Alli West, RAC Dev. Director Kim Berns, Host Co-Chairs Jen Sandling 
and Katy Mollica. Photo by Rohanna Mertens

The Rye Arts Center’s beloved Ladies Comedy Night returned on Thursday, 
November 6th, drawing over 275 women—its largest audience ever—from Rye 
and the surrounding area for an unforgettable evening of laughter, community, and 
creativity.

Hosted by the incomparable Kim Berns, the night featured a powerhouse lineup 
of female comedians, Olivia Barbulescu, Nancy O’Connor, Nancy Witter, and 
headliner Maureen Langan, who kept the crowd roaring from start to finish.

Beyond the laughs, the evening delivered on purpose. Guests enjoyed luxury 
raffle prizes from local businesses, delectable bites, and plenty of sparkle, all in 
support of The Rye Arts Center’s mission to make the arts accessible to everyone 
through scholarships and community outreach. 

“The energy in the room was extraordinary,” said Alli West, Director of Devel-
opment at The Rye Arts Center. “To see so many women, artists, professionals, 
mothers, neighbors, come together to celebrate creativity and give back so gener-
ously was profoundly inspiring. It’s a reminder of the power of connection and 
shared purpose.” The event raised over $50,000, marking its most successful year 
yet.

Held at The Community Synagogue of Rye, the night also celebrated a record 
18 community sponsors, reflecting the extraordinary generosity of local businesses 
and residents. Leading sponsors included distinguished real estate professionals 
Fiona Dogan of Julia B. Fee Sotheby’s International Realty and Lisa Murphy of 
Houlihan Lawrence, Carpet Trends, and Kings Capital Construction, alongside an 
inspiring group of female-owned businesses—Ryemarkable Moms, Nivelle Law, 
The Law Office of Rita J. Tino, Esq., Tuliptree Advisory, Rye Ballet, and Kath-
leen Wood, arts educator—plus NUMI, Wine at Five, Rye Country Store, Connect 
to Northern Westchester Magazine, Consigli Construction, Langan Engineering, 
Nothing Bundt Cakes, and National Advertising & Printing Corp.

Believe in the power of the arts? Your tax-deductible gift to The Rye Arts Center 
helps bring more world-class events to Rye and ensures every student has access 
to creativity and expression. Donate to The Rye Arts Center’s Year-End Appeal 
TODAY. 

_______________________________________________________________

Those who saw the legendary Art Garfunkel perform for three nights at the 
Blue Door Art Gallery in Yonkers were “feeling groovy.” Chuck Lesnick said, 
“83-year-old Art Garfunkel wowed the crowd in a small intimate setting as a  
fundraiser for the Blue Door Art Gallery.” Lesnick’s photos are below 

Last week, Art Garfunkel, returned to Blue Door Art Center for three nights 
of benefit concerts. Mr. Garfunkel originally performed at Blue Door Art Center 
back in 2014. He was warmly met by sold out crowds, some who attended more 
than one performance. Mr. Garfunkel sang favorite songs such as Scarburogh 
Fair, The Sounds of Silence, The Boxer and more and recited some of his origi-
nal poetry and took questions from the audience. 

Art Garfunkel announced at his performance that he had a dream in which he 
was playing Kathy’s Song in the encore and he was the happiest that he had ever 
been. This prompted his call to his college friend, Luis Perelman, BDAC CEO 
and Co-Executive Director, with the desire to return to the BDAC for three per-
formances. This was met with an enthusiastic,“Yes! Of course!”

“We could not have been happier or more honored to host these concerts and 
conversations by Art Garfunkel. He gave unforgettable performances and is a 
consumate showman. Mr. Garfunkel's generosity in allowing Blue Door Art 
Center to keep the ticket sales will assist us in serving our artist community as 
well as providing art education to local residents.” said Michele Amaro, BDAC 
Gallery Director. These performances kicked off an international tour with more 
dates to be announced. 

Three framed canvas prints are on display at the gallery featuring photos of Art 
Garfunkel, poetry, his signature and views of the Hudson River. These pieces are 
available for pre-order for $850 each and a portion of the net profits benefit Blue 
Door Art Center. 

______________________________________________________________
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				    Dolly Parton Library, continued from pg 1-
to a $49,000 grant from the New York State Library and matching funds 

secured by United Way of Westchester and Putnam. For the first time in 2025, 
the New York State Legislature appropriated $500,000 through the New York 
State Library within the New York State Education Department in grants to 
support local partners of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library program.   

Since launching in 1995, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library has become 
the preeminent early childhood book gifting program in the world. The flag-
ship program of The Dollywood Foundation has gifted well over 170 million 
free books in Australia, Canada, The Republic of Ireland, United Kingdom 
and the United States. The Imagination Library mails more than 1.8 million 
high-quality, age-appropriate books each month to registered children from 
birth to age five. Dolly envisioned creating a lifelong love of reading, inspir-
ing children to dream. The impact of the program has been widely researched, 
and results suggest positive increases in key early childhood literacy metrics. 
Penguin Random House is the exclusive publisher for Dolly Parton’s Imagina-
tion Library.  

“We are thrilled to bring Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library to Westchester 
County. This program gives children the gift of reading and fosters a lifelong 
love of books from an early age,” said Tom Gabriel, CEO and President of 
United Way of Westchester and Putnam.  

Program Details:  
Eligibility: Children must be under 5 years old. When a child turns 5, they 

age out of the program.  
Service Area: Must reside in the following zip codes:  
White Plains: 10601, 10602, 10603, 10604, 10605, 10606, 10607 or 10610  
Port Chester: 10573  
Peekskill: 10566  
Cost: Completely FREE   
Duration: Children receive books monthly until their 5th birthday 
Visit www.uwwp.org, to learn more.
____________________________________________________________

 Freedom Chapel's Serving Those Who Served 
                Veterans Day Luncheon

             Two Towns, One Mission:  Serving Those Who Served

Freedom Chapel held a Serving Those Who Served lunch for Veteran’s Day as  
a heartfelt gathering of gratitude honoring the men and women of Yorktown and 
Mahopac who have dedicated their lives to serving our country.

The newly founded church in Jefferson Valley — just eight months young —  
hosted this dual-location celebration with luncheons honoring local heroes at the 
Yorktown VFW, and Mahopac VFW.

“Our veterans have given so much to protect our freedoms,” said Pastor Julio 
Vazquez, “Freedom Chapel has chosen to show our gratitude by serving those in 
our area and honoring their sacrifices.”

Freedom Chapel members and volunteers came together to serve Veterans Day 
lunch for more than 200 veterans, with Pastor Vazquez leading a prayer and 
blessing the veterans in attendance. “It’s a privilege to serve the community we 
call home – Yorktown – and stand beside veterans of the Mahopac VFW who 
are also part of our church family. Serving both hometowns is deeply personal to 
us.” said Pastor Vazquez.

Founded in March 2025, Freedom Chapel is a faith-driven church devoted to 
creating a deep relationship with Jesus Christ. Through worship, prayer, Scrip-
ture and outreach, Freedom Chapel seeks to live out its mission by serving God 
and the community. Freedom Chapel is located at Jefferson on the Lake, 489 
E. Main Street, Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 and service is on Sunday mornings 
10:00am.

______________________________________________________________

in the First Degree (class B felony)Robbery in the First Degree (class B 
felony)Burglary in the First Degree (class B felony)Criminal Possession of a 
Weapon in the Third Degree (class D felony)

Jenkins, 32, will be sentenced by Judge George Fufidio at a hearing on Dec. 
11.  DA Cacace said: “First and foremost, I want to thank the jurors for exercis-
ing their civic duty with such care and consideration.

“Maria Coto’s life was cut short on May 14, 2024. As proved during a multi-
week trial, Hasseem Jenkins beat her until the nerves in her brain stem were 
severed beyond repair, hurling repeated epithets as she lay dying on the floor.

“Maria devoted her brief time on Earth to helping others. She was a petite 
woman with an uncommonly generous spirit. She will live on in all the lives 
she touched along the way.

“I am grateful to the jury for holding the defendant responsible for killing 
Maria. My office will continue to support Maria’s family and all crime victims 
in Westchester County.”  

The case was prosecuted by Trial Division Chief Nadine Nagler and Assis-
tant District Attorney Kevin Jones.

In a more recent incident, a mother was beaten to death by her ex-boyfriend 
in an Elmsford Hotel in front of their baby boy.

Roseberline Philippe, a 32-year-old office assistant at White Plains Hospi-
tal in New York, was tragically beaten to death by her ex-boyfriend, Justin 
Bartley, on Sunday, November 2, 2025, in Room 230 of the Days Inn motel in 
Elmsford, Westchester County. The couple, who had met years earlier at Port 
Chester High School, shared a 2-year-old son; Philippe had reportedly grown 
fearful of Bartley following their child’s birth and was attempting to end the 
relationship.

According to police reports, the pair arrived at the motel around 8:30 a.m. 
Bartley, 32, allegedly subjected Philippe to a prolonged assault lasting several 
hours before fleeing the scene around 4:30 p.m. with their toddler son, heading 
to his family in the Bronx. Motel cleaning staff discovered Philippe’s battered 
body later that afternoon, prompting an immediate investigation. Surveillance 
footage captured Bartley leaving with the child, leading to his swift arrest later 
that day by a joint task force involving local police, county authorities, and the 
FBI. The boy was safely recovered and placed with family.

Bartley, who was on probation for a prior gun charge, faces second-degree 
murder charges and is being held without bail at Westchester County Jail. 
Philippe’s sister, Yvena Philippe, described a heated family confrontation with 
Bartley the previous day (November 1) at their White Plains home, where he 
was told to leave. The family expressed devastation, with Yvena noting, “We 
thought she was coming home.” A GoFundMe campaign has been launched to 
cover funeral costs and support the child’s future, highlighting Philippe’s role 
as a devoted mother, loving daughter, and kind friend.

A GoFundMe Account has been created to pay for funeral expenses and for 
the child. https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-rose-berlines-funeral-and-
childs-future.

We are heartbroken to share the tragic loss of our beloved friend Roseberline 
Philippe who was taken from us far too soon due to a senseless act of violence. 
Rose was a devoted mother, a loving daughter, and an amazing friend. Her life 
was filled with kindness and strength. She touched every person who had the 
blessing of knowing her.

Rose leaves behind her precious 2 year old child, who must now grow up 
without their mother’s love and guidance. As we grieve this unimaginable loss, 
we are coming together to support her family and honor Rose’s memory.

We are raising funds to help cover funeral expenses and to support her baby’s 
future care and education. Any contribution big or small will provide comfort 
and stability during this incredibly difficult time.

Thank you for your support, generosity, and prayers as we navigate this 
heartbreaking moment. Rose’s light will never fade, and we will make sure her 
baby grows up knowing the love and strength she carried in her heart. JUS-
TICE FOR ROSE !

_____________________________________________________________

			   Two Women Mourned, continued from pg 1-

Mamdani, continued from pg 4-         

Also, Mamdani is mistaken if he thinks Israel was founded on the Jewish religion. Israel was created by the United Nations after World War II for a very particular 
reason. The Jewish people needed a safe place to live after Nazi Germany killed six million Jews. There was no future for the Jewish people in Europe. America wasn’t 
going to take the rest who survived the war. They really had nowhere else to go. 

            The overwhelming majority of the survivors wanted to live in their ancestral homeland. The United Nations partition plan in 1948 offered the Arab popula-
tion that lived in Palestine their own state along with the Jewish state. The Palestinians and neighboring Arab countries rejected the plan and declared war on the new 
state of Israel. The Palestinians were offered their own state in negotiations with Israel in the year 2000. The Palestinian leader turned it down. 

To imagine, as Mamdani does, that the Israelis could somehow peacefully co-exist within the same borders as the multitude of followers of Hamas, Islamic Jihad 
and other Palestinian terrorist factions is a dangerous fantasy. Hamas’ charter calls for the destruction of Israel. The Israelis have had their backs against the wall for 
decades. They’re not going to ever give up the only available vessel ensuring their physical safety. 

When Mamdani says it’s possible to be anti-Zionist, but not anti-Semitic, he’s playing word games that are ultimately meaningless.
In 2023, he said, “We have to make clear that when the boot of the NYPD is on your neck, it’s been laced by the IDF,” meaning the Israel Defense Forces. This claim 

manages to slur both the New York City police and Israel at the same time. It implies that Israel is somehow pulling the strings on an American police force, which is 
a classic anti-Semitic trope. He’s also posted on social media saying the police are racist, wicked and corrupt.  

The vast majority of police officers are sincere in their desire to protect the public. I imagine some are racist or corrupt. Nobody can defend police officers who 
brutalize young men of color. What happened to George Floyd and many others is unconscionable. But to characterize the entire New York City police department as 
evil or corrupt is to engage in the very stereotyping that Mamdani as a progressive is supposed to decry.

I’ve interviewed a few police officers in Westchester for stories. They often have to make split second decisions that could mean they lose their life while trying to 
do their job. One former officer I interviewed got bitten on the wrist during a home invasion by a burglar who was high on PCP. The burglar hit an elderly man in the 
head with his own oxygen tank, ultimately causing the man’s death, and sexually assaulted the man’s home health care aide. 

Another year, on the Fourth of July, a kid threw some kind of incendiary device at the same officer’s head. The officer sustained severe skeletal, neurological and 
sensory injuries. He had to retire from the force. 

The thing about social media and the Internet is that you can’t ever erase your words. Mamdani may have won the mayoral election, but he’s already stained relation-
ships with the police department, the real estate industry, the financial industry and the beleaguered Jewish community, in a city that is famously difficult to govern. 

My prediction is that Mamdani will find it extremely hard to make any meaningful headway with his goals to make the city more affordable. But his policies could 
actually make it harder than ever for everyday New Yorkers to survive.

about 
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		  continued  on pg 12- 	

Westchester Power, continued from pg 1-

Notice of Publication
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
Index No. 60279/2025
FORECLOSURE SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

LLACG COMMUNITY INVESTMENT FUND,
Plaintiff,
-against

CATHLEEN ROMANYCH, AS HEIR, DEVISEE, DISTRIBUTEE OF 
THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, DECEASED; WILLIAM 
GORDINEER, AS HEIR, DEVISEE, DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF 
LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, DECEASED; KENNETH GORDINEER AS 
HEIR, DEVISEE, DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. 
GORDINEER, DECEASED; THOMAS ARNONE, AS HEIR, DEVISEE, 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, DE-
CEASED; MICHELLE ARNONE ENGELMANN, AS HEIR, DEVISEE, 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, DE-
CEASED; ANY AND ALL KNOWN OR UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING AN INTEREST BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST THE ESTATE OF LORRAINE E. GORDINEER, 
DECEASED; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND 
FINANCE; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON BEHALF OF THE IN-
TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; “JOHN DOE #1- #50” and “MARY ROE 
#1- #50”, the last two names being fictitious, it being intended to name all oth-
er parties who may have some interest in or lienupon the premises described 
in the Complaint,

Defendants.

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to serve upon plaintiff’s attorney an answer to the com-
plaint in this action within twenty days after service, or within thirty days after 
service is complete if the summons is not personally delivered to you within 
the State of New York. The United States of America, if designated as a defen-
dant in this action, may answer or appear within sixty days of service hereof. If 
you fail to answer, judgment will be taken against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint.

Trial is desired in the County of Westchester. The basis of venue designated 
above is that the real property that is the subject matter of this action is located 
in the County of Westchester.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME.
If you do not respond to this Summons and Complaint by serving a copy 

of the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this fore-
closure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default 
judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further 
information on how to answer the Summons and protect your property. Send-
ing a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND 
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

Dated: October 14, 2025
MCMICHAEL TAYLOR GRAY, LLC
By: s/ Patricia Pirri, Esq. Attorneys for Plaintiff
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260, Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
(404)474-7149
_________________________________________11/7________________

Fourth Precinct Community Council 

The Fourth Precinct's Community Council will hold its monthly meeting at 
7:00 PM on November 20, 2025, in the meeting room at the Fourth Precinct, 
at 53 Shonnard Terrace. Anyone who lives or works in the area served by the 
Fourth precinct is welcome to attend. All elected officials are also welcome. 
Captain Jeremiah Foley- Commanding Officer, and Executive Officer -Lieu-
tenant Robert Varley will be available to discuss your issues and matters of 
interest. 

We thank everyone for attending these meetings and look forward to seeing 
you in future meetings If you have any concerns, please don't hesitate to con-
tact us at (914-377-7900). For any emergency-related issues, please call 911.

___________________________________________________________

     Read it all Online at Yonkerstimes.com     Read it all Online at Yonkerstimes.com

dated municipal filings as the primary causes. The group announced the termi-
nation on November 6, 2025, affecting 26 participating municipalities. 

After the announcement of closing the program, NYS PSC spokesman James 
Denn said, “Sustainable Westchester failed to meet basic outreach and education 
standards that are in place to protect ratepayers, including providing program 
participants with the correct price comparison information for how their bills 
would be increasing compared to the default utility. Sustainable Westchester de-
cided to terminate its CCA program on its own following the rejection of its 
deficient municipal filings.”

Impact on Customers: Over 100,000 participants will automatically revert to 
Con Edison as their default supplier starting December 1, 2025. No action is 
required from customers, and rates will align with Con Ed’s standard offerings. 
The program has delivered lower electricity rates (averaging 10-15% savings) 
and promoted clean energy since 2018.

Launched in 2016 to meet local climate goals, the program pooled buying pow-
er for greener electricity but faced ongoing disputes with state regulators over 
compliance and transparency.

Many of our readers were skeptical of the program because, in the 26 West-
chester communities where the Sustainable Westchester-Westchester Power pro-
gram was welcomed, they were required to opt out. If they did not opt out, they 
would automatically be enrolled in Westchester Power. 

While some months’ utility bills for Westchester residents in the program were 
lower than Con Edison’s, in most months their bills were higher. 

But not significantly higher, which brings us to the conclusion we’ve always 
had about the program: that with Westchester Power, there were thousands, if not 
tens of thousands, of Westchester homeowners willing to pay a little bit more for 
green energy. 

That was the backbone of Sustainable Westchester’s argument. 
But for many Westchester residents who were struggling to make ends meet, 

they wanted the cheapest plan. And it was difficult for residents to make an ac-
curate comparison of the rates between Con Ed and Westchester Power. 

The only comment from Sustainable Westchester came in the form of a No-
vember 6 letter to the 26 municipalities in Westchester that use Westchester Pow-
er, advising them that they will have to use Con Edison or NYSEG for northern 
Westchester customers in December, giving them just 24 days’ notice. 

The cities of New Rochelle, Yonkers, and White Plains, the towns of Green-
burgh, Bedford, North Salem, and Pound Ridge, and the villages of Tarrytown 
and Sleepy Hollow were enrolled in the program. 

The letter from Sustainable Westchester’s Executive Director, Noam Bramson, 
reads in part, 

“Following extensive discussion with New York State officials, consultation 
with energy suppliers, and analysis of trends affecting community energy pro-
grams statewide, Sustainable Westchester has made the difficult but necessary 
decision to discontinue the Westchester Power program.

“Recent outreach and education requirements mandated by the State Public 
Service Commission – while grounded in important goals of transparency, con-
sumer protection, and affordability that we fully share – have, in practice, pre-
sented significant implementation challenges for community energy programs 
like ours. Although our outreach and education activities in recent months have 
been, by far, the most extensive and robust in the program’s history, we are un-
able to obtain State authorization to launch the new contract on schedule.

“Before closing and in this spirit, I want to emphasize that Westchester Power 
is just one of many services that Sustainable Westchester is proud to offer our 
municipal members. From GridRewards to Solarize, from EnergySmart Homes 
to the Clean Energy Accelerator, from MOVE to Municipal Thermal Energy Net-
works and more, our programming is robust, wide-ranging, and user-friendly. 
We touch thousands of lives every day and offer a proven model for regional 
collaboration. If you have not already partnered with us to take full advantage of 
our expertise and programming, then please consider this a renewed invitation to 
join us,” writes Bramson, the former Mayor of New Rochelle. 

The changes made by the NYS PSC, a State Agency, in 2024 required energy 
providers, including Westchester Power, to provide more information about their 
energy bills. “At a time when New York consumers are facing increasing prices 
for the majority of commodities, it is more important than ever that CCA ad-
ministrators are completing the minimum outreach and education requirements 
before being allowed to opt out and enroll eligible customers in a program that 
will increase their energy utility bills,” Denn said.

Denn’s blunt criticism of Westchester Power should not be overlooked, nor 
should the requirements, which seemed simple, to lengthen the outreach and 
community education period before a contract was approved.

It estimates that the Westchester Power program reduced greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 1.5 million metric tons, equivalent to taking 35,000 gas-powered cars 
off the road.

Supporters like Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner were disappointed in the 
decision. 

Editor’s Note:
If 150,000 customers were using Westchester Power, wouldn’t it make sense 

to comply with the PSC and reopen the program? Even with a delay of several 
months? 

And even if half of the customers never wanted to be in the program and opted 
out, is there a benefit —or a business model —for the 75,000 remaining custom-
ers? 

What the PSC is asking for is something many of our readers wanted: more 
information about opting out and a price comparison. That is not a difficult hurdle 
to overcome.

_____________________________________________________________
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Letter to the Editor: 

Michael E. Stern, Esq.
Joanna M. Grillo, Esq.
GALLO VITUCCI KLAR LLP
Attorneys for Petitioner
90 Broad Street, 12th Floor
New York, NY 10004
Tel: 212-683-7100

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
__________________________________________

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT 

- of -  		   					      

SAIL CHARTER NYC, LLC, as Owner of a 1922 
62’ Herreshoff vessel named “VENTURA” for  
Exoneration from or Limitation of Liability,			 
  	          	          						      Petitioner.            				     
__________________________________________	 Case No.: 25-cv-7812
								        NOTICE
	
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that SAIL CHARTER NYC, LLC, as Owner of a 1922 62’ Herreshoff vessel named “VENTURA” for Exoneration from or Limitation 

of Liability, pursuant to 46 U.S.C. §§ 30501 et seq., brings this action involving admiralty and maritime claims within the meaning of Rule 9(h) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure and Rule F of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, 
concerning any claims for loss, damage, and/or injury, arising or resulting from an alleged personal injury incident claimed to have occurred on October 5, 2024, 
while Petitioner’s vessel was upon the navigable waters of the United States, as more fully described in the Complaint; and 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that all persons, firms, entities or corporations, having any claim or suit against the Petitioner or vessel arising or result-
ing from the alleged incident must file a claim as provided in Rule F of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, with the Clerk of the Court, at the United States District Court, Southern District of New York, 500 Pearl Street, New York, 
New York 10007, and must deliver or mail to the attorneys for the Petitioner, James E. Mercante, Esq., Richard Gonzalez, Esq., GALLO VITUCCI KLAR LLP, 90 
Broad Street, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10004, a copy on or before the 21 day of November, 2025 or be defaulted.  Personal attendance is not required. Further, 
any claimant desiring to contest Petitioner’s right either to exoneration from or limitation of liability shall file an Answer to the Complaint on or before the aforesaid 
date as required by Supplemental Rule F of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure and deliver or mail a copy to the attorneys for the Petitioner or be defaulted.

Dated: October 17, 2025	
							       Tammi M. Hellwig
									         Clerk
nov 21

Governor Hochul Announces Two Accelerated 
   Pavement Projects to Begin in Westchester 
      Next Year Along Routes 133 and 100B
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced that the New York State Department 

of Transportation will be adding two important paving projects to its Hudson 
Valley paving program next year along two vital roadways in Westchester Coun-
ty, accelerating an investment to restore pavement and improve travel along key 
stretches of State Routes 133 and 100B. State Route 133 provides a vital com-
muter connection to the Taconic State Parkway and key access to Westchester’s 
vast transportation network, while State Route 100B serves as an important local 
route, providing access to the key north/south transportation corridor between 
New York City and the Hudson Valley for the flow of goods and commerce.

“New York is paving our roads and giving drivers a smoother journey at a 
faster pace than ever,” Governor Hochul said. “These are critical roads in West-
chester County that thousands of travelers depend on every day, and we are 
pleased to accelerate these projects in next year’s New York State DOT paving 
program. Commuters and residents spoke, and we are listening — drivers can 
look forward to a smoother ride next year.”

Thanks to a key investment from Senator Andrea Stewart Cousins in coop-
eration with feedback from community stakeholders, key sections of these state 
routes will be resurfaced next year.

The work includes a 2.5 mile section of State Route 133, between Pleasantville 
Road and State Route 100, in the Village of Ossining and Towns of Ossining and 
New Castle, Westchester County.

Also included is a project to resurface a 1.4-mile stretch of State Route 100B 
from State Route 9A, also known as Saw Mill River Road, to the Sprain Brook 
Parkway in the Town of Greenburgh, Westchester County.

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins said, “Investing in safe and 
reliable infrastructure has long been one of my top priorities. The funding I se-
cured for the resurfacing of State Routes 133 and 100B will enhance safety, 
ease congestion, and ensure smoother travel for the thousands of Westchester 
residents and commuters who rely on these critical roadways each day. I thank 
Governor Hochul and the Department of Transportation for their partnership as 
we continue to invest in our transportation network and keep Westchester mov-
ing forward.”

State Senator Peter Harckham said, “I want to thank Governor Hochul for 
including Route 133 in the DOT paving program. This investment is welcome 
news not only for drivers, but for residents and local businesses that rely on this 
vital roadway every day. Repaving this road would support our local economy 
and ensure the safety of thousands of motorists. I’m grateful for everyone’s part-
nership in helping to move this important project forward.”

Assemblymember Dana Levenberg said, “Route 133 is one of the roads about 
which my office receives the most complaints. I am so grateful to Governor Ho-
chul and the NYSDOT for hearing me, my constituents and my colleagues and 
acting quickly to address our concerns about this troubled stretch of road. I will 
continue pushing to make sure that all of the blighted roads in my district receive 
the attention and resources they deserve.

______________________________________________________________

Third Precinct Police Community Council Monthly Meeting!

Wed., November 19, 2025 – 7:30 PM.
Chema Community Center, 435 Riverdale Avenue.

Come Out This Most Important Community Meeting.
Usual Quality Of Life Concerns Will Be Discussed.

Residents And Merchants Of Southwest Yonkers Area Strongly Urged To 
Attend.

For Further Information Please Contact Either:
Lucy M. Casanova, Vice President At 914 426-6668 Or
Captain Jamie Dumser At 914 377-7425.

Have A Safe And Happy Thanksgiving Season!!
___________________________________________________________

To Mayor Spano

No reason for concern... I write today to let you know and the Citizen of 
Yonkers that I do indeed have a concern with ICE being in Yonkers with sup-
port of Yonkers Police.  The individual who were arrested were not the worst 
of the worst.This was an operation obviously being masked as a traffic stop 
rather then what is was, Scooping up brown and black people.  Those that 
were proven illegal should be given their day in court again if they did get one 
the first time.  I got the inference with Biden administration.  Joe Biden is no 
longer President.  We need to be in the present. What is the Task force purpose 
besides scooping up black and brown people.  Shame on you.

Karen Oloughlin, Yonkers
____________________________________________________________ 
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			   Classifieds Weekend Events in Westchester County Parks 
Attorney
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insurance company's first 

offer. Many injured parties are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free 
evaluation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call 
Now: 1-833-323-0318. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the closest 
provider.

Auto Donations
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855-484-3467 
today!

Autos Wanted
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 

haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374

Health
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 

Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 1-833-661-4172

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6397

Home Improvement
Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU 

MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the 
work completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not 
affiliated with State or Gov Programs.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
516-1160 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs.  Call Now! 1-833-807-0159

Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) stand-
by generators - the most powerful home standby generators available. Industry-
leading comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a lo-
cal expert provider that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. Call 1-833-880-7679

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-855-916-5473

Do you know what's in your water? Leaf Home Water Solutions offers FREE 
water testing and whole home water treatment systems that can be installed in 
as little one day.  15% off your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior & military dis-
counts. Restrictions apply. Schedule your FREE test today. Call 1-866-247-5728

Miscellaneous
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest car-

riers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, 
call 1-844-919-1682

Real Estate
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 

three step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670

Services
PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and afford-

ably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Locally 
owned and affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-833-549-0598 
Have zip code of property ready when calling!

Travel Services
SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.  Let us do the research for you for 
FREE!  Call: 877 988 7277

TV Internet Phone
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv 

and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-866-782-4069

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 844-329-9391

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, 
call now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-833-323-0160.

______________________________________________________________

SATURDAY, NOV. 15

Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White Plains: (914) 428-1005
Intro to Outdoor Skills, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Ages 8 and up can learn the skills necessary to set up camp: start a fire, tie 

useful knots and read a map!

Marshlands Conservancy, Rye: (914) 835-4466
Naturalists at Work, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Preparing plant specimens for our herbarium collection requires knowledge 

of botany, a steady hand and a lot of patience. Stop by to watch and learn about 
the process, and why we collect and study plants. View mounted specimens and 
see our staff prepare new ones.

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720
Winter Duck Migration Observation, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Using a tripod scope, witness the behavior and movements of these waterfowl 

visitors. Please bring binoculars.
Get details: https://friendsofreadwildlifesanctuary.org/event/winter-duck-mi-

gration-observation-2/

Lasdon Public Gardens and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Holidays on the Hill Decorating, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
It’s a festive volunteer opportunity! Help make Lasdon Public Gardens fes-

tive for the holidays! Lights, ornaments, wreaths, garland, Santa’s Cottage, 
Conservatory, North Pole Village and more! Sign up for one date or more to 
help make the gardens beautiful for the holidays. Also: Nov. 16, 18, 22.

Register: https://www.lasdonpublicgardens.org/event/holidays-on-the-hill-
decorating/2025-11-15/

Trailside Nature Museum at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation, Cross River: 
(914) 864-7322

Fall Foliage Arts & Crafts, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
All ages are welcome to make good use of our changing foliage and learn 

about fun ways to turn invasive leaves into beautiful art pieces.

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720
The World of Bamboo, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Let’s explore and harvest some bamboo to see how it thrives before the cold 

of winter. We will look at the inside and outside makings of these grasses, as 
well as make some simple items. Hand tools will be provided. Individuals under 
age 16 must be accompanied by an adult.

Get details: https://friendsofreadwildlifesanctuary.org/event/the-world-of-
bamboo/

Lenoir Preserve, Yonkers: (914) 968-5851
Lenoir History Tour, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Lenoir has a very interesting historical background, with centuries of fas-

cinating owners and various uses for the land. Join us on a walk around the 
preserve to learn all about it.

Lasdon Public Gardens and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Lasdon Green Squad, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Every Saturday through Nov. 22, join the Lasdon Green Squad to keep Las-

don Public Gardens looking beautiful. Volunteers will work with Lasdon staff 
on tasks such as invasive species removal, planting, watering, weeding, trail 
maintenance, mulching, trash clean up, and other tasks. For those age 14 and 
older.  

Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpublicgardens.org/event/lasdon-
green-squad-2-2/2025-11-15/

Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White Plains: (914) 428-1005
Naturalist Choice Hike, 1:30 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Put on your hiking shoes and join us on a two-mile hike!

 SUNDAY, NOV. 16

Lasdon Public Gardens and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Yoga in the Gardens, 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.-$25.
Pre-registration required: https://www.lasdonpublicgardens.org/event/yoga-

in-the-gardens/2025-11-16/

Croton Point Park Nature Center, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290
Project Feeder Watch, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Beginners to experts can join us for a wonderful day of viewing local birds at 

the Nature Center’s feeders. Free. Also: Nov. 23, 30; Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28.

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282
Muscoot Farmers Market, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Today is the final day of the market’s 2025 season. It supports farmers and 

sustainable efforts in our area, and it features over 30 local vendors.
Get details: https://www.muscootfarm.org/markets/

Hilltop Hanover Farm & Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 
862-5050

Community Farm Work Day: Garlic Planting, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Join us in planting the garlic 2026 crop and learn how we do it. All ages and 

abilities are welcome! Free.
Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/november-community-farm-work-

day-garlic-planting-tickets-1849095878549?aff=oddtdtcreator.
_____________________________________________________________
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Down the Middle: No BS, Just the Facts

No Jail, continued fron pg 1-
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secure $881,062 in restitution to the victim from Westchester County, which was 
used for her housing and medical needs.”

So the taxpayers of Westchester County are on the hook for the $881k that was 
returned to the victim. Will Chenault be able to pay the county back? 

And here is the buried lead. Chenault, who pleaded guilty on June 26 to Grand 
Larceny in the Second Degree in Westchester County, was sentenced on Oct. 31 
to Five Years’ Probation. 

One attorney we spoke to was baffled that Chenault got only probation. “What 
is strange is that the county paid the old woman back, and the defendant got 
probation. The July 2 press release is not on the AG’s website, and there was no 
press release when she was sentenced, which is also highly unusual.

That sentence seems extremely lenient to me. Particularly because the defen-
dant was in a fiduciary position, meaning issues and was entrusted with caring 
for the woman, and instead took advantage of her. And it seems like she just 
squandered the money away on gambling. That sounds just greedy to me. Unless 
she has an illness that is a death sentence, I don’t understand the sentence at all.”

According to the AG’s July release, “Chenault faces a sentence of up to six 
months in jail.”

We have heard that Chenault is ill, and the LoHud.com story notes that she 
took a medical leave of absence from her job in 2022. 

The AG’s office provided no additional comments, and a check of the legal 
documents in the County Clerk’s database shows no new entries for Chenault’s 
case since 2023. We also don’t know who the judge was who oversaw the case 
and agreed to the probation. 

And because the NYSAG’s office handled the case, there was no involvement 
from the Westchester DA. 

Our friends at mtvnewcenter.com have been following the case, and the com-
ments on their Facebook post included more than 100 stunned readers, with 
comments that include:

She is supposed to protect, not steal
Seriously, 700:G —she was supposed to protect this woman. Probation —

what’s wrong with this picture…
Wow, it’s like robbing your grandma.”
For some of us who have had an unfortunate incident involving the theft of 

valuables from their elderly parents by social workers, this hurts even more. 
It also paints a poor portrait of the thousands of social workers who provide a 

valuable service and don’t steal. 
The debatable portion of this case involves Chenault’s illness. If she is sick, 

some are calling for leniency. But others believe that any illness doesn’t matter, 
and that if you can’t serve the time, don’t commit the crime.

More information on this case as it becomes available.

Mr. Murphy: 

I am an avid reader of Westchester Rising and Yonkerstimes.com. I enjoy 
your commentary and appreciate you willingness to report on both sides of 
our politics. A also enjoy your columnists who share that perspective like Eric 
Schoen and Stephen Rolandi. 

May I suggest that I write a montly column titled, Down the Middle: No 
BS, Just the Facts?  I would include two items in each column, one from the 
progressive democratic perspective and one from the MAGA point of view. 

Here is my first story if you agree to print:

Wallmart Thanksgiving Dinner Cheaper than Last Year 

Walmart announced the return of its beloved annual Thanksgiving meal, with 
its best offer yet. This incredible basket offers over 20 national and private brand 
items — including a Butterball turkey for $.97 per pound, its lowest price since 2019 
— as a one-click basket serving 10 people for less than $40. It’s also offering free 
express delivery on the meal basket for first-time Pickup and Delivery customers. 
 This year, Walmart is raising the standard even higher — with the most affordable 
holiday meal yet. Walmart’s 2025 abundant meal basket offers traditional favor-
ites across national and private brands, for a full holiday feast serving 10 people 
for under $4.00 per person — the lowest price since Walmart started the program! 
   “We know every dollar and minute counts – which is why we are offer-
ing a low priced, one-click Thanksgiving Meal Basket featuring iconic 
brands like Butterball and Stove Top alongside trusted Walmart private brand 
items. We want every family to be able to share a meal and celebrate with-
out compromising on quality, quantity or tradition”, said Walmart John Furner 
President and CEO, Walmart U.S.

So some items have gone down in pricing since Trump took office. 

Item #2-President Obama Surprises Veterans on Flight to DC.

Every Veterans Day, the non profit Honor Flight Network pro-
vides free, all-expenses-paid trips to fly U.S. military veterans — es-
pecially WWII, Korean War, and terminally ill veterans from any era 
— to Washington, D.C. to visit the memorials built in their honor. 
Key Facts:

One of this year’s 2025 Honor flights from Wisconsin had a special guest. 
Former President Obama  addressed the Veterans via intercom, handed out 
Presidential Challenge Coins, and shook hands with all 87 aboard, leaving 
many emotional ahead of Veterans Day.

This was a simple, kind gesture, that we appreciate.

Gene L, Tarrytown, who can be reached through our email risingmedia-
group@gmail.com. He welcomes your suggestions. 

____________________________________________________________

This month, thousands of families across the country faced an unexpected and 
devastating challenge — the halt of SNAP benefits. With food prices soaring, the 
cost of basic groceries like milk, cereal, and bread has climbed to over $25, leav-
ing many households struggling to put food on the table.

But the crisis didn’t start with the benefit cuts. Even before this, rising inflation, 
job losses, and stagnant wages had pushed families to the brink. Nationally, 13.5% 
of U.S. households—about 18 million families—reported being food insecure in 
2023, with nearly 18% of households with children struggling to afford enough 
food.

In Westchester County, food insecurity already affected about 7% of households, 
and in Yonkers, the situation is even more alarming. Some neighborhoods report 
that two in five households face food insecurity, and over one in ten children live 
below the poverty line.

Feeding Westchester reports that food banks now serve twice as many residents 
as they did before the pandemic.

With basic needs already under strain, the halt in SNAP benefits lands at a time 
when many families are one crisis away from hunger. Food pantries are over-
whelmed, nonprofits are stretched thin—and children are suffering the most. Teens 
and young adults are also feeling the emotional toll, with anxiety, hopelessness, 
and depression rising sharply.

Community Call to Action: The Joseph Gabriel Foundation Thanksgiving Food 
Drive

In response to the growing need, The Joseph Gabriel Foundation is stepping 
up through our Stop and Montor outreach program, to help local youth and fami-
lies in Yonkers and throughout Westchester County. The Foundation is hosting 
a Thanksgiving Week Food Drive to ensure no family goes without a meal this 
holiday season.

The Foundation is seeking volunteers and donations of non-perishable food 
items such as:

● Canned fruits and vegetables
● Pasta, rice, and cereal
● Shelf-stable milk
● Peanut butter and canned proteins
Event Details
Location: Downtown Yonkers (near the Public Library)
Dates: November 25 & 26
Time: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Contact: Ms. Angela, Outreach Director — 347-313-6991
How You Can Help
● Donate food or funds to support the drive.
● Volunteer your time to help pack and distribute meals.
● Spread the word across Yonkers to ensure those in need know where to turn 

for help.
To make a donation by card visit https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FA

IpQLSdJD244wIPiwwOZsdNmdXSzv3iaHNi4K7GUyqXAoNrHlpT9Vg/
viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0

As the cost of living continues to rise, community efforts like the Joseph Gabriel 
Foundation’s food drive remind us that hope lives in action. Together, we can 
make sure every child and every family in Yonkers has a reason to give thanks this 
holiday season.

______________________________________________________________

The New Face of Poverty: Families and Children 
       Left Hungry After SNAP Benefit Cuts
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SUNY Board of Trustees and 
Chancellor King Announce the 
Appointment of Dr. Michael 
Steiper as the Seventh President 
of Purchase College

Lawler in Trouble , continued from pg 1-
Spanberger served our country in intelligence. 

All of this means that here in Westchester, if democrats pick a female can-
didate like Sherrill and Spanberger to run for Congress in NY-17, then Mike 
Lawler can be defeated. And if Lawler goes, so goes the House of Representa-
tives to democrats next year. 

Currently, seven democrats have announced their run for Congress in NY-17, 
after Jessica Reinmann ended her campaign and endorsed Cait Conley. Conley, 
an Army Veteran with three Bronze Stars, is one of the leading candidates, along 
with Rockland County legislator Beth Davidson. 

II- In Yorktown, former Yorktown Supervisor and Town Justice, Democrat 
Lanny Gilbert was elected to the Yorktown Town Board after all early votes and 
paper ballots were tallied.

Gilbert will join Democrat Susan Siegel on the Town Board, which will still 
have a 3-2 Republican majority. Gilbert, 5559 votes, narrowly defeated republi-
can councilwoman Luciana Haughwourt, 5442 votes.

Days before the election, Gilbert reminded voters that I lost my 2015 election 
by just eight votes, and Susan Siegel won her election last year by just 107 votes.

III-The Town of Eastchester is the only remaining town board in Westchester 
with all Republicans, 5-0, after Supervisor Tony Colavita and council members 
Luigi Marcoccia and Theresa Nicholson were all reelected unopposed. 

Other Republican-majority town boards in Westchester now have Democratic 
members, including in Mt. Pleasant, Yorktown, Harrison, and Somers. 

IV-Conservative Party Alliance with Democrats in Westchester continues. 
Westchester Conservative Party Chair Hugh Fox continued his party’s recent al-
liance with democratic candidates by endorsing democrats in several 2025 elec-
tions.

In the Town of North Castle, Democrat Sonny Vataj ran on the conservative 
line, while Republican Barbara DiGiacinto also ran on the C line. Both won elec-
tion to the Town Board. 

In the Town of Harrison, the election of Town Clerk was decided by the C 
line, with democrat Angela Sposato narrowly defeating republican Dottie Klein. 
Sposato had the C line and received 209 votes. Klein lost by less than 100 votes, 
and if you give her the C line, she would have won. 

And in the election for State Supreme Court Judge in the 9th Judicial District, 
which includes Westchester County, three Democratic candidates had the C line 
and won.  All four Democratic judicial candidates for the State Supreme Court 
were from Westchester, and all won decisively by 90,000 votes. Congratulations 
to Judge Verris Shako, Judge-elect Diane Clerkin, Judge John Collins, and Judge 
Desmond Lyons. 

In Eastchester, Colavita, Marcoccia, and Nicholson ran on the republican and 
the Common Sense Party line. 

The action by Chairman Fox and the Westchester Conservative Party is the 
only instance of a Conservative Party in New York State endorsing Democrats. 

V-Republicans split on Sculti and Colety: Republican leaders and candidates 
we spoke to were divided in their views of County Executive candidate Christine 
Sculti and Westchester GOP Chair Doug Colety. 

Sculti lost her bid for County Executive for the third time on Nov. 4, losing to 
Ken Jenkins by a record 68%-32%. One Somers republican wrote, “It was only 
8 years ago that republican  Rob Astorino was County Executive. Since then, 
Republican candidates have kept losing. I would argue, as you have, Mr. Mur-
phy, that republicans cannot win with their top candidate losing by 35 points, 
year after year. 

“I would also blame Westchester Chairman Doug Colety for running candi-
dates who keep losing by 35 points for County Executive. Make a change, Doug, 
or we will make a change with you. If not, then I say the fix is in.”

Other local republican leaders tell a different story. “We knew Sculti was go-
ing to run again and lose. I told her not to run, but I give her credit for doing it 
again with no money and little support. I also don’t blame Colety because he 
asked many Republicans to step forward and run, and all of them refused. So it 
was Sculti or nobody. If you ask Joe Citizen to run against Ken Jenkins —or any 
popular Democrat —nobody wants to do it anymore. Maybe it’s the Trump fac-
tor. Who is going to run for County Executive, and who will serve as republican 
Chair in Westchester? Both are thankless jobs.” 

Some compared the race for Westchester County Executive to the race for 
NYC Mayor. “Republicans in NYC reran Curtis Sliwa, after he lost by 30 to 
Eric Adams four years ago. There was no prominent republican to run for NYC 
Mayor. Same candidate, same result.” 

VI-Searching for a republican that did better than expected. We find the one 
republican that cracked 40% in the county wide races. Kevin O’Keefe, repub-
lican candidate for county legislator in the 4th district, ran against BOL Chair 
Vedat Gashi. Republican strategist TJ McCormack who is now the overnight 
host on WABC Radio -AM 770, said, “A few months ago a big, charismatic Ma-
rine veteran of the War on Terror, full of energy and positivity burst into a GOP 
office and announced he was running for Westchester County Legislator. When 
we started to explain the petition process he told us he already had about 50 sig-
natures. Kevin O’Keefe4Westchester came up short, but he was as spirited and 
earnest as any candidate I have ever encountered. Kevin literally never stopped. 
This campaign was a great warm up for something else down the road. At least I 
hope so because we need him and he deserves it.”

Other election results:
Peekskill Mayor: 
DEM     VIVIAN CYNDI MCKENZIE      2,741  70%
TLP        RAMON A. FERNANDEZ          1,176  30%

Yonkers City Council President
Working Families Party candidate –
WFP- WOR       ANGELIQUE F. LOPEZ               1,223  5%
What did we miss? Email us at dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com.

Send us your letters, announcements, Send us your letters, announcements, 
opinions, photos & story ideas to opinions, photos & story ideas to 
dmurphy@risingmediagroup.comdmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

By Bill Hammond, EmpireCenter.org 
https://www.empirecenter.org/publications/budget-update-paints-less-alarm-

ing-picture

A new fiscal report from the state Budget Division suggests federal funding cuts 
will hit New York’s health-care budget less severely than officials have previously 
warned.

A financial plan update released last week estimates that Washington’s tax and 
spending package, signed by President Trump this summer, will add $2.6 billion 
to the state’s health costs in fiscal 2027, rising to $3.6 billion in 2028 and 2029.

However, most of those costs could be avoided if the state wins approval to re-
configure its Essential Plan, as proposed to federal regulators in September.

Meanwhile, the Budget Division has increased – not decreased – its projections 
of how federal Medicaid funding the state will receive in years ahead. Compared 
to figures it published in May, the division anticipates an additional $444 million 
in federal Medicaid support in fiscal 2027, $2.8 billion in 2028 and $2.6 billion in 
2029.

The division also estimates that enrollment in the three state-run health plans – 
Medicaid, the Essential Plan and Child Health Plus – will rise rather than fall over 
the next three years.

The report warns that a newly imposed tax on managed care organizations, de-
signed to draw an extra $4 billion in Medicaid funding over three years, is at risk 
due to policy changes in Washington. Yet the state’s projected revenue from the 
levy is unchanged as officials wait for clarity on when those federal policies will 
take effect.

These forecasts are surprisingly stable given that the federal legislation cut al-
most $1 trillion from Medicaid over the next 10 years, and New York’s version of 
the safety-net health plan has the highest per capita spending in the U.S.

The outlook stands in contrast with comments from other state officials and in-
dustry representatives, who have said the impact of health cutbacks in Washington 
would be “devastating” and “catastrophic.”

Governor Hochul has said “draconian” cuts in the federal legislation – known 
as the One Big Beautiful Bill Act or H.R. 1 – would cost the state’s health care 
system $13 billion annually and cause 1.5 million New Yorkers to lose insurance 
coverage.

“I’ve been very clear: no state can fully undo the damage in this bill or backfill 
cuts of this scale,” Hochul said in a July press release.

The $13 billion figure was based in part on double-counting: It was the sum of 
$10 billion in lost federal aid and $3 billion in increased costs to the state. That 
equates to a net reduction in health funding of $7 billion, which – if cut immedi-
ately – would still have left hospitals and other providers with more money than 
they had in 2025.

Hochul’s estimate of coverage losses was based on two provisions of the federal 
legislation: a “community engagement” rule requiring that non-disabled adults 
demonstrate 80 hours per month of work, education or volunteering to stay on 
Medicaid, and a ban on using most federal health funds for legally present im-
migrants.

The latter requirement was especially disruptive for the state’s Essential Plan – 
and accounts for the bulk of the fiscal impact on New York.

Created under a little-used clause of the Affordable Care Act, the Essential Plan 
covers residents just above the income eligibility threshold for Medicaid, from 138 
percent to 250 percent of the federal poverty level. Its $14 billion in federal fund-
ing is based on the tax credits that its 1.7 million enrollees would have received 
if they had purchased commercial coverage through an insurance exchange – an 
amount that has been more than enough to cover the program’s entire budget.

Until now, legally present immigrants have been a revenue generator for the pro-
gram, accounting for 55 percent of its funding or about $7.6 billion per year. With 
immigrants losing eligibility, the state faced the loss of that revenue and – under a 
2001 court ruling known as Aliessa v. Novello – an obligation to provide Medicaid 
coverage for 500,000 of the immigrants at state expense. That tab of about $3 bil-
lion per year represented the bulk of the federal legislation’s projected impact for 
fiscal 2027.

In September, however, officials announced a plan to keep the Aliessa popula-
tion in the Essential Plan and finance their coverage with surplus money that had 
accumulated in a trust fund. This maneuver involved rolling back a 2024 expan-
sion, which would bump out some 460,000 enrollees above 200 percent of the pov-
erty level. The state’s application to the federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) was submitted in October. 

The Budget Division’s fiscal update alludes to this plan, which is due to take 
effect in July 2026, but does not provide the financial details. Nor does it explain 
the financial implications of continuing the program under its current structure for 
citizens only.

Instead, it shows the Essential Plan’s budget declining to one-quarter of its cur-
rent level in fiscal 2027 and dropping to zero in 2028 and 2029. Those figures seem 
to imply that the plan will cease operations in July 2026, which is a possibility state 
officials have not previously raised.

This scenario seems unlikely. If the state’s restructuring plan is rejected, in fact, 
the state is arguably obliged to continue operating under the federal waiver it re-
ceived in 2024.

In a recent notice, the Health Department said that only enrollees with incomes 
above 200 percent poverty stood to lose coverage in July. 

“Nothing will change for … enrollees with income up to 200% FPL,” the notice 
said. “New York is committed to preserving coverage for as many New Yorkers as 
possible and … minimizing the financial losses to the health care delivery system 
by retaining most Essential Plan coverage.”

Asked to clarify why its report showed the plan’s funding ending next year, a 
Budget Division spokesman said: “The Financial Plan reflects H.R. 1 as currently 
executed and will be updated as we receive CMS’s decision.”

The state’s overall fiscal outlook has improved somewhat since its first-quarter 
report in August, but spending is still expected to outstrip revenues over the next 
three years, the report says. It shows the state facing a $4.2 billion gap in 2027, 
down from $7.5 billion after the first quarter. The combined gaps over the next 
three years total $26.8 billion, down from $34.3 billion in August.

Budget Update Paints Less Alarming Picture 
		  of Federal Health Cuts
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    Coffee and Conversation with State Senator 
Mayer with Special Guest Congressman Latimer-	

                Nov. 22-9-10am-Laughing Horse Coffee-Harrison
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St. John’s Riverside Hospi-
tal’s next Let’s Talk Live event 
will feature Ophthalmologist 
Dr. Nichola Donas and the 
topic About the Aging Eye.

The event will take place at 
the Aisling Irish Community 
Center, 990 McLean Avenue, 
Yonkers NY, at 2pm.

Reserve Your Seat: 
h t t p s : / / s j r h . j o t f o r m .
com/253066985733165

Watch LIVE: https://you-
tube.com/live/yU89oJiA5TA


