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By Dan Murphy 

We present to our readers three 
criminal cases in Westchester 
County, all prosecuted by District 
Attorney Susan Cacace. The most 
disturbing, in our view, concerned 
Greenburgh Firefighter Joseph 
Apostoli, who was convicted on 
two counts of Third-Degree As-
sault stemming from a domestic 
violence incident in April of 2024. 

Apostoli, 46, is a firefighter with 
the Fairview Fire Department, in 
Greenburgh, chose a non-jury trial 
before State Supreme Court Jus-
tice James McCarty.

Justice McCarty acquitted Apos-
toli of the more serious charges, 
Second-Degree Assault, a felony, 
and Second-Degree Unlawful Im-
prisonment and Criminal Obstruc-
tion of Breathing or Blood Circu-
lation, both misdemeanors.

So Apostoli will likely not face 
jail time when sentenced in Sep-
tember. He could have faced jail 
time if convicted of the felony and 
also the loss of his job. 

The facts surrounding this case 
are disturbinb.

On April 11, 2024, during 
a domestic dispute inside the 
Dobbs Ferry apartment, Apostoli 
slammed the victim to the floor of 
their bedroom. He then carried her 
to the living room and threw her 
to the floor, again, and struck her 
about her head.

The victim — who is 4’10” 
weighing barely 100 pounds 
against the defendant’s 6’2”, near-
ly 300-pound frame — sustained 
serious injuries following this at-
tack, including a rib fracture, par-
tially collapsed lung and bruising 
to the body and face.

DA Cacace said: “The victim 
in this case suffered immensely 
at the hands of Mr. Apostoli, and 
I am proud of her for summoning 
the bravery to share her story with 
police, prosecutors, and the trial 
court, notwithstanding the court’s 
apparent disregard for portions of 
her testimony.

“My administration remains 
committed to prosecuting all man-

By Dan Mur-
phy

“If 102-year-
old Kurt Gold-
schmidt, a sur-
vivor of the 
Holocaust, says 
“no kings” you’d 
best get up and 
stand up for your 
rights before it’s 
too late. Mr. Gold-
schmidt knows all 
too well what he’s 
seeing in Trump’s 
America.” Twet-
ted Tom Watson. 

“I’m here today 
because this is 
something I can 
do against Trump. 
I lived during the 
Nazi time in Ger-
many and they 
put me in a con-
centration camp,”       

In 1949, the Congress, by joint resolution designated June 14 of each year as 
“Flag Day” and requested that the President issue an annual proclamation calling 
for its observance and for the display of the flag of the United States on all Federal 
Government buildings, and called upon all citizens of the United States to display 
the flag during that week.

The North Salem Republicans celebrated Flag Day with an event attended by 
Congressman Mike Lawler, County Executive candidate Christine Sculti and 
Braille Diaz, candidate for County Legislator in the 2nd district. 

Diaz posted the following on Facebook which drew our interest. 
Statement on the “No Kings” Protest and the Contrast with Patriotic Flag Day 

Celebrations

Westchester County District At-
torney Susan Cacace announced 
that a Yonkers man was arrested 
and charged with Aggravated Ha-
rassment of a Judge, a class E fel-
ony, for allegedly sending threaten-
ing communications to acting state 
Supreme Court Justice Susan M. 
Capeci.

Nicholas Leo, 57, of Yonkers, 
was arraigned Friday afternoon be-
fore White Plains City Court Judge 
John P. Collins Jr. He was remand-
ed to the Westchester County Jail 
pending further proceedings. Judge 
Collins further issued a temporary 
order of protection on behalf of Jus-
tice Capeci.

DA Cacace said: “At a time of in-
creasing threats to members of the 
judiciary, the defendant’s alleged 

Glen Griffin 

Bruno 
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      New York Blood Center Opens Donor Center 
             in Rye, Amid Blood Emergency

       Yorktown Lions Begin Summer Concerts

New York Blood Center Enterprises (NYBCe) celebrated the opening of their 
newest and largest donor center located at 601 Midland Ave in Rye today. The rib-
bon-cutting comes at a critical moment, as NYBC has declared a blood emergency 
due to a sharp and sustained drop in donations across New York and New Jersey

The state-of-the-art donor center is housed within the 187,000-square-foot master 
campus — the first single-site home for NYBCe’s tri-state operations — bring-
ing together blood collections, life sciences research, processing, and cell therapy 
manufacturing under one roof.

“Our stunning Rye donor center is one of the centerpieces of our new campus, one 
that we hope will become a hub for the Westchester community,” said Andrea Ce-
farelli, Senior Vice President at New York Blood Center. “This incredible campus 
allows NYBCe to fulfill our mission of supporting the tri-state area’s public health 
and sharing our life-saving research around the world. We are grateful to the Town 
of Rye, our local leaders, and everyone who joined us to celebrate this exciting new 
chapter.”

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was attended by leaders from across the region, 
including Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins, Westchester County Board 
of Legislators Chairman Vedat Gashi and Legislator Catherine Parker, Suburban 
Hospital Alliance of New York State President and CEO Wendy Darwell, and other 
partners, blood donation advocates, donors, and recipients for a press conference 
and ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

Located at the confluence of I-95 and I-287 and situated next to the Rye Train Sta-
tion, the new space provides unparalleled convenience for blood donors and NYBC 
employees alike. This new campus will allow NYBCe to provide more efficient 
service to hospitals throughout Westchester County, the Hudson Valley, and the tri-
state area, improving the region’s overall public health. 

“Without the gift of blood donation, I would have never made it to my transplant 
day. Each transfusion was a lifeline, keeping me alive while I waited for a donor 
to be found,” said Lauren Shields, a heart transplant recipient and blood donation 
advocate who spoke at the event. “My story is not just my own. It belongs to you 
as well. It’s a reflection of the countless lives touched by the work of the New York 
Blood Center. It’s a reminder that every task you perform, every donation you pro-
cess, every outreach you conduct, has the potential to save a life and shape a future.”

Federal and regional leaders also shared their support for NYBCe’s continued 
mission:

“For over 60 years, the New York Blood Center has played an integral role in 
connecting New Yorkers with a critical resource at their greatest moment of need,” 
said U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer. “The opening of a new donor center at their 
state-of-the-art Rye Campus will help usher in a new chapter in the New York Blood 
Center’s history and advance their vital mission for years to come.”

“I’d like to congratulate New York Blood Center on 60 years of lifesaving work in 
New York and across the country,” said U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand.

“May the grand opening at the new campus in Rye multiply and magnify the 
next 60 years of your lifesaving research, innovation, and impact,” said Westchester 
County Executive Ken Jenkins.

“Consigli is committed to making lasting impacts on the communities we serve, 
and this project will undoubtedly support the health and futures of countless fam-
ilies who rely on New York Blood Center’s lifesaving resources,” said Michael 
Henrici, Project Executive at Consigli Construction Co., Inc. “We are grateful to 
have had the opportunity, alongside our project partners, to bring this incredible 
new campus to life and build a foundation that will advance NYBCe’s meaningful 
mission for generations to come.”

In addition to the donor center, the campus includes a comprehensive menu of 
services and products to support and manage the full spectrum of transfusion medi-
cine, regenerative medicine, and cellular-therapy-related research projects. NYBC 
is recognized internationally for its high humanitarian impact, research and devel-
opment, and commercial collaboration.  

As the organization celebrates this expansion, NYBCe continues to call on the 
public to donate blood during the ongoing blood emergency. Appointments can be 
made at nybc.org.

______________________________________________________________

The annual Yorktown Lions Club Concert Series begins on June 29 with Crash 
My Party.

The outdoor events will be held on select Sundays at the Jack DeVito Veterans 
Memorial Park throughout the summer at 6 p.m., except for the August 24 Mili-
tary Tribute Concert with Class Action, which begins at 5 p.m.

The Lions ask attendees to bring a non-perishable food item to each concert as 
a donation to local food pantries. The concerts will feature artisan vendors and 
food trucks.

“The Yorktown Lions Club serves our community by addressing humanitarian 
needs and encouraging peace. Their annual concert series is an opportunity for 
all of us to step out of our routines, meet our neighbors, and forge closer com-
munity bonds. I’m thankful to the Lions for their efforts,” said Supervisor Ed 
Lachterman.

This year’s lineup is:
June 29: Crash My Party—Luke Bryan Tribute
July 13: Stevie Mac—Stevie Nicks/Fleetwood Mac Tribute
July 27: Andrea and the Armenian Rug Riders
August 3: Dance Party Explosion
August 10: Sir Elton—Elton John Tribute
August 24: Military Tribute Concert with Class Action (Special guests Alyssa 

Martin and The Golden Apple Chorus starts at 5 p.m.)
The Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Part is located at 208-264 Veterans Road 

in Yorktown Heights.
_____________________________________________________________
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Welcome Back Eric Schoen!
		   I’m Lost in Yonkers! Again!

Eastchester Supervisor Anthony Colavita with Dominick Bulfamante

Supervisor Colavita had the pleasure of attending the Tuckahoe Middle 
School Grade 8 Awards Night to present the 2025 Supervisor Anthony S. Co-
lavita Award to Dominck Bulfamante. Congratulations to Dominick, and all of 
tonight’s award recipients and the entire graduating class!

______________________________________________________________

               Dominick Bulfamente Receives 
                   Anthony S. Colavita Award

So Elon Musk brings his son to the White House several weeks ago. The kid 
looks at President Trump as some kind of maniac, having minimal eye contact. 
Basically, the kid was dissing Mr. Trump and Trump was ignoring the kid. So 
you did you really think the friendship between Trump and the kids father Elon 
Musk would be long lasting?

Friends, after 4 months, December 17 to the end of April I was a patient in 
hospitals in New Jersey and New York and a Rehabilitation facility I am proud 
to say that I’m back in Yonkers enjoying life. Eating Yonkers pizza and enjoying 
real Yonkers bagels.

Due to my scoliosis and Parkinson’s I was losing strength in my right leg, and 
the orthopedist and the neurologist both agreed it was time to operate to clean 
out the spine. They did just. I was supposed to go home the next day, Infection 
set in, a high fever developed, and it was all down from there.

Central Avenue has taken on a new look. The last time I visited Ground Round 
a friend and her family had just finished purchasing the restaurant. With the ex-
ception of the peanuts on the floor and my friend and her family and my party 
of 2 we were the only people in the place. It didn’t last long, and neither did 
Boulder Creek steakhouse which followed. The property was empty for so long 
so that when I came back from my medical ‘vacation’ I was shocked to see a big 
building in its place. I wish the owners of the business that will occupy that space 
good luck in their endeavor.

It seems like everyday a business is opening downtown whether it be a restau-
rant or other top notch place. Full storefronts are good for a the cof

People are driving crazy so be careful if you take your car for a spin. We need 
more Police Guarding our streets and ticketing those making travel in Yonkers so 
difficult for others. The roads are shared roads remember that.

One thing that shocked me was the Mayor’s appointment to the School Board. 
We don’t need people who steal food from Yonkers families on Thanksgiving 
on prestigious boards and commissions governing our city. Have we forgotten 
that people went hungry on Thanksgiving due to Lorraine Lopez antics. There 
are many qualified individuals in Yonkers to serve on Boards and Commissions. 
This appointment is a big disappointment, and Mayor Spano knows better than 
to put Lopez on a Board protecting our children.

On a positive note I have heard many good things going on in our schools. 
Anibal Solar has done a good job taking over the Yonkers Schools. We wish him 
continued success.

So I am back, Lost in Yonkers again. Kudos to Mayor Spano for a job well 
done while I was gone. Isn’t I truly amazing what you miss being away 4 month. 
May the sun shine over Yonkers.

Reach Eric Wolf Schoen @ewschoen@com.
_______________________________________________________________

Letter to the Editor 
I would like to remind county legislator Nolan about the posse comitatus Act 

which helps protect citizens from Armed Federal Combat troops acting in the 
role of Law Enforcement. The problem Democrats have is that “king Trump” 
wants to test every part of our constitution and would love to have federal troops 
patrolling our streets, especially in blue cities, as his first step to declaring mar-
shal law. I am providing you some basic information on the posse Comitatus act 

“In the United States, a federal statute known as the Posse Comitatus Act, 
enacted in 1878, forbids the use of the US Army (and, as amended, the US Air 
Force, Navy, Marine Corps and Space Force as a posse comitatus or for law 
enforcement purposes without the approval of Congress.[14] The act original-
ly did not mention branches of the military other than the Army (and subse-
quently the Air Force after its establishment), leading the US Department of the 
Navy and the US Secretary of Defense, US_Secretary_of_Defense) to prescribe 
equivalent regulations prohibiting the use of other branches for domestic law 
enforcement.[15][16] In 2021, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2022 (https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Defense_Authoriza-
tion_Act_for_Fiscal_Year_2022)amended the Act to formally apply the same 
restrictions to the domestic use of the Navy, Marine Corps, and Space Force.[17] 
The limitation does not apply to the National Guard of the United States (https://
en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Guard_of_the_United_States) when acti-
vated by a state’s governor (https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_(United_
States)) and operating under Title 32 of the US Code (https://en.m.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Title_32_of_the_United_States_Code), such as deployments by state 
governors in response to Hurricane Katrina [18]

The President seems to be concerned with possible insurrection, maybe he 
should have concerned himself with those already tried and convicted for crimes 
on January 6 instead of pardoning all those who actually promote and support 
insurrection, attacked our capital and threatened our elected lawmakers.  

Legislator Nolan, there is a saying all politics are local, what happens in L.A. 
county can happen in Westchester County don’t let the Republican rhetoric fool 
you!

Tom Meier, Yonkers DPW Commissioner and Yonkers Democratic Chair 
_____________________________________________________________

By Eric Wolf Schoen
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   Board Celebrates Caribbean American 
                     Heritage Month 

         Astronomy for Grown Ups at the 
                Hudson River Museum 

The Westchester County Board of Legislators celebrated Caribbean American 
Heritage Month on Monday night with a ceremony honoring two exceptional indi-
viduals: Horace E. Anderson, Jr., Dean of Pace University’s Elisabeth Haub School 
of Law and champion of expanding educational opportunities and Annmarie Smith, 
longtime Yonkers public education advocate and community leader.

Board Chairman Vedat Gashi (D- New Castle, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown), 
who convened the ceremony and welcomed guests, said, “We are proud to honor 
Dean Horace Anderson, Jr. and Annmarie Smith, two exemplary Caribbean Ameri-
cans whose contributions to education and public service embody the values we 
celebrate during Caribbean American Heritage Month. Dean Anderson's journey 
from first-generation American to pioneering legal educator, and Ms. Smith's four 
decades of advocacy for Yonkers students, demonstrate the profound impact Carib-
bean Americans have made in Westchester County. Their dedication to mentorship 
and community advancement reflects the rich heritage we celebrate this month.”

Majority Leader Tyrae Woodson-Samuels (D- Mount Vernon) said, “It is a distinct 
honor to recognize Dean Horace Anderson, Jr. during Caribbean Heritage Month. 
As the first Black dean in the history of the Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace 
University, Dean Anderson has demonstrated exemplary leadership, elevating the 
Law School’s national standing and expanding its impact within our community. 
His commitment to fostering academic excellence, advancing diversity within the 
legal profession, and championing innovative programs in environmental law, so-
cial justice, and civic engagement has set a remarkable standard. We celebrate Dean 
Anderson as a distinguished leader and an outstanding representative of the Carib-
bean American community, whose contributions continue to enrich our institutions 
and inspire future generations.”

Legislator Shanae Williams (D- Yonkers) said, “During Caribbean American 
Heritage Month, we honor the rich cultural legacy and contributions of Caribbean 
Americans in Westchester County as a whole. Annmarie Smith embodies that spirit 
through her unwavering dedication to public service and education advocacy. Her 
tireless work on behalf of Yonkers families makes her a shining example of the 
power and impact one person can have. She helps strengthen communities and 
makes a difference in our city for many generations to come.”

________________________________________________________________

Join us for a new series of live planetarium programs for adults this spring 
that explores big questions in space science and the latest discoveries in the 
cosmos. The shows will take place the first Wednesday of each month, with a 
different theme each month.

Wednesday, July 2 — Celestial Navigation
This month, learn how the Sun, Moon, and stars can guide your travels! Dis-

cover the traditional methods of celestial navigation that helped early explorers 
find their way and laid the groundwork for today’s GPS and mapping technolo-
gies.

Recommended for ages 18+; 60-minute show plus Q&A. Advance reserva-
tions are encouraged. Visit HRM.org for more information. 

_____________________________________________________________

To the Editor, Mike Lawler has Failed Us
During the 118th Congress and throughout the 119th session, it has been clear 

that Representative Mike Lawler has used his position not to serve the needs 
of the Lower Hudson Valley, but to advance the extreme MAGA Project 2025 
agenda at the expense of his own constituents. 

Time and again, Lawler has prioritized partisan politics over the real concerns 
of New Yorkers—rising costs, affordable health care, and common sense immi-
gration reform.

Lawler’s voting record is out of step with our community’s values. He has voted 
to slash Medicaid and food assistance for millions of low-income Americans, to 
restrict reproductive freedom and voting rights, and to cut funding for education 
and programs that help working families. 

Instead of focusing on lowering costs or improving health care, Lawler has 
pushed legislation that would raise health care costs for over 100 million Ameri-
cans with pre-existing conditions, and roll back protections for women, workers 
and children. 

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO), a non-partisan forecasting office 
within the U.S. Congress released its newest estimates of the provisions of the 
“One Big Beautiful Bill Act” that Lawler was the deciding vote on. This bill will 
result in $3.8 trillion in tax cuts and $1.2 trillion in spending cuts, and will cause 
16 million people to lose their health insurance nationwide (1.5 million in New 
York). The high cost of these tax cuts, which overwhelmingly benefit high earners 
and business interests, will increase the federal deficit by $2.4 trillion. 

On immigration, Lawler campaigned on securing the border, but he has failed to 
deliver solutions. Instead, he has supported divisive, conspiracy-driven bills that 
do nothing to fix our broken system, while voting against bipartisan proposals that 
could actually help make a difference. And now, to add to his divisive policies, 
he supports military intervention at home. He plays the “world-class hater” Steve 
Miller’s inciteful tune “insurrection”. 

He has also dismissed the rule of law and defended his party’s MAGA figure-
head, even after felony convictions, despite previously claiming he would not 
support Trump if convicted. And since then, Trump has pardoned one criminal 
after another (including a major online drug dealer) and Lawler remains silent. 
And while Lawler is silent on pardoning criminals he wasn’t silent at his Mahopac 
Town Hall stating that he supports the decision to put National Guard and Marines 
on the streets of LA against the will of the Governor and Mayor, to intimidate 
peaceful protesters.

Lawler follows Trump’s lead by using, and continuing to use, the Jewish com-
munity as a prop. He, like Trump, states his unwavering support for Israel and his 
vows against  antisemitism without speaking up against domestic white national-
ists like Steve Bannon and Elon Musk. 

We deserve much better than Mike (Go Along to Get Along) Lawler’s record of 
failed leadership and misplaced priorities.

Sincerely,
Mark A. Lieberman, Yorktown, NY

See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special See Your Ad Here: Business Card Special 
		   3 Months-$299.00		   3 Months-$299.00
		 		
		  6 Months--$499.00 		  6 Months--$499.00 
		  12 Months -$899.00		  12 Months -$899.00
     email risingmediagroup@gmail.com      email risingmediagroup@gmail.com 
________________________________________________________________________

Legislator Shanae Williams, left, with Annmarie Smith, and BOL Chair Vedat Gashi

L-R-Board of Legislators Chair Vedat Gashi, Dean Horace Anderson, Jr., BOL Ma-
jority Leader Tyrae Woodson-Samuels
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Yonkers Celebrates Eighth Annual Pride FestivalCounty Exec. Jenkins Signs Legislation to Strengthen
	    Westchester’s Consumer Protection Laws

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins has signed into law an update to the 
County’s Consumer Protection Code, modernizing the legislation to better address de-
ceptive business practices and protect residents from 21st-century scams—including 
online and AI-driven fraud.

The new law gives County inspectors broader authority and new tools to investigate 
complaints and enforce consumer protections. Among its key provisions are the expan-
sion of prohibited business practices, stronger penalties, and increased power to recoup 
losses for defrauded consumers.

Jenkins said: “This legislation is about protecting the people of Westchester County 
from dishonest and unethical business practices. Whether it’s hidden fees, subscription 
traps, or AI scams, this law ensures that our residents have a stronger layer of protec-
tion. I thank the Board of Legislators for their support and collaboration in moving this 
important bill forward.”

Westchester County Department of Consumer Protection Director Jim Maisano said: 
“We’re seeing a new wave of consumer fraud, often driven by technology and online 
deception. This law gives us the tools we need to fight back—ensuring that Westches-
ter consumers are not only protected but that businesses engaging in fraudulent prac-
tices are held accountable.”

The legislation was passed unanimously by the Westchester County Board of Legis-
lators and was co-authored by Legislators Colin D. Smith and David T. Imamura.

County Board Chairman Vedat Gashi said:“Today marks a historic step in protecting 
Westchester County consumers. I thank County Executive Jenkins for signing this vital 
law and commend the legislators for sponsoring and unanimously passing it. Together, 
we are defending the hard-earned money of working people. When businesses use 
hidden fees and subscription traps to drain bank accounts, they exploit our residents, 
seniors, and small businesses. We are proud to send a unified message: Westchester 
won’t tolerate companies that profit by preying on the vulnerable.”

Legislator Colin D. Smith said:“As Chair of the Board’s Committee on Legisla-
tion and co-author of this bill, I’m proud to stand with County Executive Jenkins and 
Legislator Imamura to announce the signing of the Consumer Protection Bill into law. 
This critical legislation enhances protections for Westchester residents and small busi-
nesses, addressing modern threats like AI-driven scams and misleading subscription 
practices. Our community deserves transparency and strong safeguards — and this 
new law provides exactly that by modernizing and reinforcing consumer rights to pre-
vent abuse.”

Legislator David T. Imamura said:“Thank you, County Executive Jenkins for signing 
this important legislation taking a stand for Westchester consumers.  When the federal 
government effectively halts its consumer protection laws, Westchester County is step-
ping up to the plate to fill the gap.  This legislation not only strengthens the County’s 
consumer protection laws, it enhances the County’s ability to enforce those laws.”

__________________________________________________________________

By: Dennis Richmond, Jr.

Not even the rain could dampen Yonkers’ vibrant spirit on Saturday, June 14, 
2025, as the 8th Annual Pride Festival transformed Main Street into a joyful cel-
ebration of love, inclusion, and community pride.

Despite gray skies and steady showers, crowds turned out with umbrellas in hand 
and hearts wide open. Rainbow flags flew above ponchos and raincoats, while 
laughter echoed through the streets as festivalgoers danced, posed for photos, and 
embraced the day—clouds and all.

The event was a testament to resilience. Highlights included a free 360-degree 
photo booth, a colorful Pride-themed playground, a bubble show that filled the air 
with shimmering orbs, and a dunk tank made even more entertaining by the rain. 
Dozens of vendors and advocacy organizations, including the Westchester County 
Human Rights Commission, lined the sidewalks offering resources, merchandise, 
and messages of support.

Headliner Lana Ja’Rae lit up the stage with a high-energy performance that had 
the crowd dancing through the drizzle. Raindrops became rhythm as music, move-
ment, and unity took over Main Street. “The energy made me forget it was rain-
ing,” one attendee shared.

Yonkers native Laura Estevez, a proud alumna of the Yonkers Partners in Educa-
tion (YPIE) program, smiled through it all. “I feel good,” she said. “I’m always 
thrilled to participate.” Now a volunteer, Estevez credits Yonkers with shaping her 
identity—and says giving back is her way of saying thank you. “This city taught 
me how to show up, rain or shine.”

Christine J. Klein, a longtime real estate and legal professional, also showed her 
support. “I love coming out and supporting the community,” she said. Klein, who 
has decades of experience in estate planning, family law, and name and gender 
marker changes, emphasized the ongoing need for LGBTQ+ legal advocacy and 
representation.

Former Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick, now running for of-
fice again, mingled with festivalgoers and celebrated the city’s continued progress. 
Brentin Bullock also attended, joined by friends and family.

As music pulsed, one thing was clear: Yonkers Pride isn’t about the weather—
it’s about the will to celebrate who we are. For eight years strong, that spirit has 
never wavered—and it shows no signs of stopping.

Dennis Richmond, Jr. (@NewYorkStakz) is a journalist, historian, and edu-
cator from Yonkers, NY. He writes to uplift unheard voices, honor history, and 
inspire change.

_______________________________________________________________
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Notice of formation of Schmoose Pack Projects LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/20/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Bruce Wong 10 Station Square Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of OnPoint Home Designs LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 8/28/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 14 Crosby Court, Cortlandt Manor NY 10567. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

_____________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of 1M Consulting LLC filed with the SSNY on 11/05/2024 
with the existence date as 01/01/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whole processes against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of processes to the LLC, 3 Ward Street, Hastings-on-
Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of LIQUID ASSET SERVICES LLC. Application for 
Authority Filed with the SSNY on 12/05/2024. Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to THE LLC, 46 LINCOLN 
AVENUE, PORT CHESTER, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of formation of IT TAKES ALL KINDS PICTURES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/21/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY. shall mail copy of process to the LLC, Republic Registered Agent Ser-
vices Inc. 54 State Street Suite 804 Albany, NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful 

Notice of Formation of SteenShotz LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 03/12/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC, 343 South 3rd Avenue, Mt. Venron NY 
10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

__________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Super Smart Future LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 04/20/2023. Office Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Super Smart Future 
LLC, 58 Valley Rd, Katonah, NY 10536. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of BLUEPRINTS AND BEYOND LLC. Arts of Org. filed 
with Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on February 4th, 2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC: 70 Ashburton Avenue, Apt. 7H, Yonkers, New York, 10701. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of FUSE WORKS LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 04/11/2025. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County, NY. SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
54 Brosnan Pl, Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Whispering Hearth, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 03/12/2025. Office Location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. The address to which the Secretary of State shall mail a 
copy of any process against the LLC is:3 Orlando Ave, Ardsley, NY 10502. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

__________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Bridgeway Physical Therapy, PLLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 12/05/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the PLLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the PLLC, 50 Clinton Place PH5, New 
Rochelle, NY 10801 . Purpose: Provide Physical Therapy Care 

Notice of formation of Natalie Stopka Studio, LLC. Art. of Org. filed with 
SSNY 05/15/2025. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served and SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the LLC at 160 Shonnard Terrace, Yonkers, NY 
10701. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Great Livinggs , LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed with the 
NY department of state on 03/25/2025 Office Location: Bronx.  UNITED 
STATES CORPORATION AGENTS, INC.7014 13TH AVENUE , SUITE 202 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11228, USA, designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process to 228 
PARK AVE S #948027 NEW YORK, NY 10003. Purpose : Any lawful activity.

____________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of ARTEYA  LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
05/19/2025. Office Location: Westchester. ZENBUSINESSINC, 41 State 

Street, Suite 112, Albany, NY 12207, designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process 
to ZENBUSINESSINC. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

____________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF SALE

SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, WILMINGTON SAV-
INGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF THE RESIDEN-
TIAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES TRUST VIII-A, Plaintiff, vs. PUBLIC AD-
MINISTRATOR OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF BETTIE A. LAMBDON, ET AL., Defendant(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly entered on April 18, 
2025, I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction at the Westchester 
County Courthouse, Lobby, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, White 
Plains, NY 10601 on June 23, 2025 at 9:30 a.m., premises known as 500 High 
Point Drive a/k/a 500 Highpoint Drive, Unit 5506, Hartsdale, NY 10530. All 
that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the Town of Greenburgh, County of 
Westchester and State of New York, Section 8.80, Block 50-1 and Lot 0.5506 
together with an undivided 0.403 percent interest in the Common Elements. Ap-
proximate amount of judgment is $205,373.34 plus interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to provisions of filed Judgment Index #59828/2022. 

Julie C. Curley, Esq., Referee

Friedman Vartolo LLP, 85 Broad Street, Suite 501, New York, New York 
10004, Attorneys for Plaintiff. Firm File No.: 230321-1.

_____________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Offlo LLC.   Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
05/23/2025. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 1112 Wilmot Rd, STE 91H, Scarsdale NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

___________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of THEOAK LLC. Date of filing Articles of Organization 
with the Secretary of State (SSNY) 6/14/24. The LLC is located in Westchester 
County. The SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The post office address to which the SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against it served is to the principal business location at c/o 
669 Main Street, Unit 605, New Rochelle NY 10801. Purpose:  any lawful act or 
activity.

Notice of Formation of Cuppa Brew Co., LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 06/17/2025. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 146 Hillside Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA GUILFORD COUNTY
In the District Court
25CV005296-400 Child Custody Proceeding To against Andre Peart:
Take notice that a pleading seeking relief against you has been filed in the 

aboveentitled Child Custody proceeding. The nature of the relief being sought 
is as

follows:
Child Custody Complaint
You are required to make defense to such pleading not later than July 11, 2025 

and
upon your failure to do so the party seeking service against you will apply to 

the
court for the relief sought.
This, the 20 day of June, 2025
Kelley Brosky, Atty. for the Plaintiff
122 N. Elm St., Suite 900, Greensboro, NC 27401

Send us your letters, Send us your letters, 
announcements, opinions, announcements, opinions, 
photos and story ideas to  photos and story ideas to  
dmurphydmurphy
@risingmediagroup.com@risingmediagroup.com
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Hudson River Patriots Chapter NDAR Presents Books to Yonkers Schools

FINALLY
The only place to read 
news that matters to  

your community 
ONLINE

yonkerstimes.com

Hudson River Patriots Regent Emeritus Philomena Dunn, Social Studies Teacher Victoria Butler, Hudson 
River Patriots  Regent Cindy Pramann, City of Yonkers Historian Mary Hoar

With the 250 th anniversary celebration of the Declaration of Independence in 2026, the Hudson River Patriots 
Chapter of the National Daughters of the Revolution (NDAR) received a National DAR grant to purchase books 
focused on the American Revolution for classrooms in their local area. The grant was designed to help students 
learn about the Revolutionary War, our soldiers, patriots and all men and women who contributed to our freedom. 

After careful deliberation of submissions from Chapters throughout the country, the National DAR selected the 
Hudson River Patriots Chapter NDAR to receive one of the grants! After thorough investigation of potential area 
recipients, Hudson River Patriots selected two Yonkers schools, Sacred Heart School and Montessori School #31, 
to receive Revolutionary War themed books to help students learn what happened in the Neutral Zone, Yonkers and 
our Westchester area, during those times.

The chapter used the grant to purchase books selected by Social Studies’ teachers at both schools.
The Hudson River Patriots Chapter, NDAR, was organized in 2001 when three long-standing chapters merged to 

better meet the needs of women in the Rivertowns of Westchester County; these chapters were Yonkers’ Keskeskick 
Chapter organized in 1895, the Tarrytown Chapter organized in 1925, and Hastings’ General Jacob Odell Chapter 
organized in 1932.\ This project was organized by Hudson River Patriot Regent Cindy Pramann and Regent Emeri-
tus Philomena Dunn.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Sacred Heart School  Adults Back Row Left:  Hudson River Patriots Regent Cindy Pramann, Teacher 
Melissa Bidlack 

Alia Rabadi of Yonkers, a Maria Regina 
High School student, was among a select 
group of 10 young artists from across the U.S. 
who earned Honorable Mention in The Chris-
tophers’ 35th Annual Poster Contest for High 
School Students focused on the theme, “You 
Can Make A Difference.”

In a letter Alia received from The Christo-
phers announcing her win, she was told: “Your 
work was chosen from close to 300 posters 
submitted by students…Your work was note-
worthy for its artistic merit, originality, ef-
fectiveness in conveying the theme. We hope 
your participation was inspiring and thought-
provoking and that you will continue to devel-
op and use your special gifts to help make the 
world a brighter place, one candle at a time.’

Alia received a $100 check for her poster 
(attached image), a collage of some of the no-
table student-led service programs of the re-
nowned all-girls Catholic high school that help 
make a difference in the school’s communities

The mission of The Christophers, www.Ch-
ritophers.org, founded 80 years ago by Father 
James Keller, M.M., is to ”encourage people 
of all ages, from all walks of life to use their 
God-given talents to make a positive differ-
ence in the world.”

___________________________________

    Maria Regina HS Student Wins 
Honorable Mention in "You Can Make     	

          a  Difference" Poster Contest
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Weekly performances begin Tuesday, July 8, 2025

The New Rochelle Public Library (1 Library Plaza, New Rochelle, 
NY 10801) and Friends of the Library are thrilled to present the re-
nowned International Music and Dance Festival again this summer. 
From July 8 through August 12, beat the heat in the comfortable, 
air-conditioned Ossie Davis Theater every Tuesday evening at 7:00 
pm with vibrant performances representing cultures from around the 
globe.

This free six-week festival offers something for everyone, with 
a diverse lineup of music and dance traditions sure to dazzle audi-
ences of all ages. Attendees can expect captivating performances, 
bright costumes, and unique insights into the rich cultural heritage 
behind each show. 

“For more than two decades, the International Music and Dance 
Festival has brought the world to New Rochelle through the uni-
versal language of performance," said Tobe Sevush, Programming 
Coordinator at the New Rochelle Public Library. "This year’s lineup 
continues the tradition with a vibrant mix of music and dance that 
reflects the many cultures and backgrounds that make our commu-
nity so unique."

The festival kicks off on July 8 with a Kaleidoscope of Eastern 
Europe Music and Dance. Travel with us through the heart of East-
ern Europe! Dazzling costume changes, soaring vocals, and live 
music set the stage—and you may find yourself dancing alongside 
our performers. Get ready for an evening of vibrant melodies and 
high-energy steps!

On July 15, feel the island breeze! Our Aloha Hula Spectacular 
dancers bring the spirit of the Pacific to life with graceful move-
ments, colorful attire, and the stories behind each step. Perfect for 
all ages—come enjoy a little aloha magic!

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC AND DANCE 

FESTIVAL RETURNS TO NEW ROCHELLE

 PUBLIC LIBRARY THIS SUMMER

Weekly performances begin Tuesday, July 8, 2025
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           Senator Mayer Awards 19 Students in the 37th Senate District 
                                with Youth Leadership Awards

Top L to R: Diana Balkovski, Noah Siegel, Ashley Hernande, Izel Ortiz, Chase Gray, Elvis Njuguna, Max Dowell, Madelena Rubenstein. Bottom L to R: 
Gianfranco Tammaro, Julian Gahr, Senator Shelley Mayer, Hailey Graffeo, Eleanor Hale, and Owen Lee.

State Senator Shelley B. Mayer awarded 19 students in the 37th Senate District with the Youth Leadership Award on Monday, June 16, at Rye Neck Senior High 
School. The New York State Senate Youth Leadership Award recognizes outstanding high school students for excellence in the classroom, athletics, and in extracur-
ricular or community activities. 

Senator Mayer led an open roundtable discussion with the student recipients to showcase their activities and to learn more about each student’s work for their com-
munities. The students were able to discuss the initiatives they pursued and the ideas they have. Senator Mayer then presented the students with certificates of achieve-
ment for their outstanding involvement in the community. 

Senator Shelley B. Mayer said, “I am proud to present the 2025 Youth Leadership Awards to an outstanding group of students from across Senate District 37. These 
young leaders have shown tremendous dedication to their schools and communities—demonstrating the values of service that make our district stronger. As Chair 
of the Senate Education Committee, I continue to be inspired by the talent and commitment of our students. I am grateful to have the opportunity to celebrate their 
achievements, and I extend my sincere thanks to Superintendent Dr. Eric Lutinski, Principal Melinda Folchetti and Rye Neck High School for graciously hosting this 
year’s ceremony.”

Dr. Eric Lutinski, E.d. D, said, “Rye Neck is grateful to be able to host the 2025 Youth Leadership Awards this June. Senator Mayer continues to support education 
and the Leadership Awards are where it counts – directly at the student level with an emphasis on personal interaction with young people who have demonstrated ser-
vice and achievement. This type of recognition values activity that is consistent with the new Rye Neck mission statement created with our Strategic Plan. Our award 
winners exemplify the importance we place on a close-knit school community that values local and global voices and inspires an adaptive mindset, enabling all learners 
to thrive academically and personally.”

Senator Mayer recognized Owen Lee and Abigail Shrayer from Byram Hills High School; Diana Balkovski from Fox Lane High School; Chase Gray, Elvis Njuguna, 
Jordyn Summer, Gianfranco Tammaro, Farrah Frandson, Julian Gahr, Hailey Graffeo, and Jack Badner from Harrison High School; Max Dowell from Mamaroneck 
High School; Madelena Rubenstein, Noah Siegel, Izel Ortiz, and Ashley Hernandez from Rye Neck Senior High School; Wesley Lichtenstein from Rye Country Day 
School; Alexa Bassuk from Blind Brook High School; and Eleanor Hale from School Of The Holy Child.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sedona’s Bill Jablonski, STEM’s Meg Kaufer and LM Lion Diane Oldham

    Lions & Sedona Taphouse Support 
     The STEM Alliance’s Co-Op Summer 
            Enrichment Program

                                                                      SJRH ER, continued from pg 1-
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       and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com       and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

ner of domestic violence cases. We stand with survivors.”
More details on the case and the trial from media reports have Apostoli and the 

victim coming back to their apartment late after celebrating his birthday. The victim 
checked his cell phone and found sexting between Apostoli and another woman. 

The woman then threw his phone and other things in the apartment, after which 
Apostoli awoke and assaulted his then girlfriend. She testified that he trapped her 
on the floor and beat her. 

She did not report the incident for six weeks and the relationship fell apart. 
Defense attorney Andrew Quinn argued that Apostoli was only trying to prevent 

his girlfriend from doing further damage to the apartment and that if was interested 
in harming her, the injuries would have been more severe. 

Prosecutors said that  Apostoli was the one with rage as his intent because his 
girlfriend looked at his phone. 

Incriminating texts from both sides were also shared at trial, that the girlfriend 
knew Apostoli didn’t mean to hurt her and Apostoli asking his former girlfriend to 
lie about what happened. 

ADA Michelle Lopez said, “this case was never about a woman scorned...it was 
about domestic violence."

District Attorney Cacace was in the courtroom for summations, and after Judge 
McCarty’s decision issued a statement calling on the NY State legislature to change 
the law and close the “voluntary intoxication” loophole. 

DA Cacace said: “Under current law, survivors of sexual abuse are penalized for 
being assaulted if they consume alcohol or other intoxicants before their assault. 
This status quo relies on outdated notions of consent and victimhood that have 
rightfully been relegated to the dustbin of history.

“New York is sometimes slow to modernize its laws in the face of obvious injus-
tice. But on certain subjects, such as bail and discovery reform, New York lawmak-
ers worked quickly to address a perceived need. Survivors of sexual abuse are no 
less deserving of justice than these other constituencies. We should consider their 
needs, too.

“Other states, including Michigan and Minnesota, have recognized the need to 
eliminate this archaic penalty on survivors in recent years. New York should lead 
this growing coalition rather than stand in its way.

“In the strongest possible terms, I urge Speaker Heastie to bring A.101-A to the 
floor for a full vote before the Assembly. Survivors can’t wait another minute. Let’s 
not leave them behind.”

We note that Cacace’s office sought a conviction on the felony assault, which 
would have resulted in a jail sentence. Judge McCarty’s decision cannot be blamed 
on the DA. 

One notable case where Cacace’s office did get jail time include: 
Connecticut Man Pleads Guilty in Bulldog Strangulation and Dismemberment 

Case
Westchester County District Attorney Susan Cacace announced that Benjamin 

Tyler, 40, of New Milford, Conn., pleaded guilty yesterday to Aggravated Cruelty 
to Animals, an unclassified felony, for killing and dismembering an English bulldog 
named Bruno.

On or about Dec. 6, 2024, Tyler strangled Bruno, a pure-bred English bulldog, to 
death at the New Rochelle residence of Bruno’s guardian, a longtime acquaintance 
of the defendant with whom he had been staying. Tyler proceeded to dismember 
Bruno and strewed various pieces of his carcass around New Rochelle.

He is expected to be sentenced by Westchester County Court Judge James Mc-
Carty on Sept. 8 to one year in jail.

 DA Cacace said: “The defendant’s conduct in this case is sickening beyond com-
prehension. He will soon have time to reflect on the depravity of his actions from 
the Westchester County Jail. Cruelty to animals will never be tolerated under my 
administration.”

The investigation was conducted by the New Rochelle Police Department with 
the assistance of SPCA Westchester. The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Mary Ann Liebowitz.

A second case that resulted in jail time for two defendants came from US Attor-
ney Jay Clayton. 

Former Business Owner And Town Of Cortlandt Employee Sentenced To Prison 
For $2.4 Million Environmental Crime Scheme

Jay Clayton, the United States Attorney for the Southern District of New York, 
announced today that GLENN GRIFFIN, the owner and president of Griffin’s 
Landscaping Corporation, was sentenced to two years in prison for a scheme in 
which GRIFFIN bribed a Town of Cortlandt employee to gain unauthorized access 
to a Town facility to dump loads of unauthorized materials.  GRIFFIN was also 
sentenced for a separate bid-rigging scheme.  The sentence was imposed by U.S. 
District Judge Vincent L. Briccetti.

On May 20, 2025, ROBERT DYCKMAN, the former Assistant General Foreman 
for the Town of Cortlandt, was sentenced by Judge Briccetti to a year and a day 
in prison for his participation in the bribery and dumping scheme.  As part of their 
sentences, GRIFFIN and DYCKMAN were each ordered to pay $2.4 million in 
restitution to their victims.

“Glenn Griffin and Robert Dyckman’s corruption not only damaged public land 
and fragile wetlands but also undermined the public’s faith in our government and 
institutions” said U.S. Attorney Jay Clayton.  “Griffin, a successful business owner 
and president, bribed Dyckman so that he could save money and, in the process, 
illegally dump harmful, unauthorized materials on public property generating $2.4 
million in damages.  Moreover, Griffin then took government money to remove and 
haul away the very materials that he had illegally dumped.  Together with our law 
enforcement partners, we are committed to rooting out such brazen and wasteful 
corruption.” 

According to statements made in public filings and court proceedings:
Illegal Dumping Scheme
From 2018 until February 2020, GRIFFIN and DYCKMAN engaged in an un-

authorized dumping scheme.  DYCKMAN gave GRIFFIN and his employees un-
authorized access to Arlo Lane, a Cortlandt facility, to dump hundreds of large 
truckloads of unauthorized materials such as thick concrete, cement with rebar, 
tiles, bricks, large rocks, and soil.  After the illegal dumping, GRIFFIN billed and 
received payments from the Town of Cortlandt for removing and hauling away 
the very materials that GRIFFIN had illegally dumped at Arlo Lane with DYCK-

			                   Westchester Rising  
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On July 22,  prepare to be mesmerized by Aszmara and Souren Baronian’s Tran-
sition Ensemble. The world-renowned dance artist Aszmara will grace the stage in 
exquisite costumes, accompanied by the folkloric music of Armenia, Turkey, and 
Egypt, performed by master Armenian musicians Robert Boghosian on the oud, 
Souren Baronain on clarinet, kaval & dooduk, and Mal Stein on doumbek.

Enjoy the infectious Cuban rhythms of Salsa, Mambo, Cha Cha Cha, Bolero—
and more on July 29 when flutist, vocalist, and composer Carlos Jimenez leads his 
Mambo Orchestra in an irresistible concert of Latin and Jazz rhythms. 

On August 5, join two-time Latin Grammy nominee Araceli Poma for a deep 
dive into Afro-Peruvian music and dance. Explore traditional instruments—like 
quijada, cajita, and cajón—then try your footwork with classic dance styles such 
as marinera, festejo, landó, and tondero. 

The series culminates on August 12 with a grand finale by participants in the Cal-
pulli Summer Mexican Dance workshops. Adorned in colorful costumes, dancers 
of all ages will celebrate the rich and diverse regional dance traditions of Mexico's 
cultural history. This program will take place outside on the Library patio, adjacent 
to Ruby Dee Park. 

With its multi-generational appeal and unique immersion into the arts and tra-
ditions of diverse cultures, the International Music and Dance Festival promises 
an enriching experience for all who attend. Admission is free, but registration is 
requested for each event. Register online at bit.ly/IMD_2025 (find the event on the 
calendar, click and proceed with registration) or call 914-813-3706.

___________________________________________________

Celebrating a true hero!
Retired Colonel Richard Gulley was presented with the Bronze Star Medal at 

New Rochelle City Hall by Congressman George Latimer. Mayor Yadira Ra-
mos-Herbert, American Legion Post 8 Commander Dennis Starr and City offi-
cials were on hand to honor the Army pilot, who served for 30 years. Congratula-
tions Colonel Gulley! New Rochelle thanks you for your service and dedication. 
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Today Congressman George Latimer (NY-16) was 
joined by New Rochelle Mayor Yadira Ramos Herbert and American Legion 
Post 8 Commander Dennis Starr to present Colonel (Ret) Richard Gulley with a 
Bronze Star Medal. Retired Colonel Gulley earned the Bronze Star for his ser-
vice in Afghanistan.

“This week our country celebrated the U.S. Army’s 250th Birthday. It is timely 
that today we recognize and honor the service of Retired Army Colonel Gulley, 
who resides in New Rochelle,” said Rep. Latimer. “Col. Gulley dedicated 30 
years of his life to this nation and put himself in harm’s way to keep his fellow 
soldiers safe. He is what makes our country great, and I am proud to present him 
with this medal today.”

Colonel (Ret) Gulley had previously been awarded the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal based on his deployment to Afghanistan in 2010, and that has 
now been upgraded to a Bronze Star Medal.

COL (Ret) Gulley served for 30 years in the U.S. Army and Army Reserves 
in Kosovo, Kuwait, and Afghanistan, as well as with the European and African 
Commands. While deployed in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, 
COL (Ret) Gulley was engaged in a small arms fire and mortar/RPG attack by 
Taliban insurgents who were armed with mortars, rockets, grenades and suicide 
vests. The attack lasted over eight hours and included mortar attacks that struck 
less than 100 meters from COL (Ret) Gulley’s position.

COL (Ret) Gulley lives in New Rochelle and is a pilot with JetBlue, based out 
of John F. Kennedy airport.

_____________________________________________________________
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	          Attorney-Judge, continued from pg 1

conduct is especially alarming.
“As U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Rob-

erts observed in his 2024 report on the federal judi-
ciary, ‘violence, intimidation, and defiance directed 
at judges because of their work undermine our Re-
public, and are wholly unacceptable.’

“We must never allow this type of conduct to be-
come normalized. The sanctity of our legal process 
demands nothing less.”

Leo, a litigant before Justice Capeci in criminal 
and matrimonial proceedings, is accused of send-
ing her electronic messages containing threaten-
ing communications. Justice Capeci presides over 
Westchester County’s Integrated Domestic Vio-
lence court.

In one message dated May 27, as alleged in a 
felony complaint, Leo told her, “I’m going to beat 
you.” In another message, dated May 30, he is ac-
cused of saying, “I wish you die tonight in a car 
fire.”

And on June 11, Leo stated in yet another mes-
sage, “I warned you month after month after month. 
If you take my kids from me for no reason, which 
you did, it’s not gonna go well,” and “I hope you 
die,” according to the felony complaint.

Leo is a Yonkers-based attorney with an active 
registration status. He is scheduled to return to 
court on June 18.

The investigation was conducted by the West-
chester County District Attorney’s Office.

Editor’s Note: Anyone who can find an online 
photo of Mr. Leo can email us at dmurphy@rising-
mediagroup.com.

Update: NYS Supreme Court Judge James Mc-
Carty granted bail to Leo on June 17 for $250,000, 
which Leo was expected to post. 

Part of the dispute over whether to release Leo 
was on the accusations that Leo had or did have a 
number of guns. Last year, Leo had his gun license 
revoked and was ordered to hand over the 21 guns 
that were registered in his name. 

Instead of giving them to Yonkers police, Leo put 
15 in a bag and left them on the steps of St. Mary’s 
Church on South Broadway. 

Leo had his gun license revoked in the fall and 
was ordered to surrender all 21 guns listed on the 
license. Instead of giving them directly to Yonkers 
police, Leo put 15 of them in a bag that he left on 
the steps of St. Mary’s Church and then informed 
police. 

Later on, the remaining 6 guns were left in an un-
locked box outside of the Yonkers Police Depart-
ment headquarters. 

_______________________________________

“Based on New Information, We Have Retained the Case” Against former Council President

Findings in Independent IG’s Report of No Rent Payments and Quid Pro Quo-Unresolved

By Dan Murphy

Editor’s Note: In the June 13 issue of Yonkers Rising, we reported on the fact that an independent report from 
the Yonkers IG, concerning Council President candidate Mike Khader, was in the possession of Westchester DA 
Susan Cacace’s office. Since that story, the DA’s office emailed us two comments. The first, was that the Khader 
matter was being referred to the Ethics Board, and not the IG, for review.

Then the final correspondence we received from Cacace’s office was that “Based on new information, we are 
retaining the matter and not sending it to the Ethics Board.” This statement confirms that Cacace’s office was re-
viewing the IG report against Khader and “based on new evidence,” will continue to conduct their investigation.

Below is the story that ran in Yonkers Rising on June 13.
An independent report found that former Council President Mike Khader did not make rent payments for law 

office space he rented from an attorney who then got a Yonkers taxpayer-funded job is in the possession of West-
chester District Attorney Susan Cacace’s office. We asked Cacace’s office about the status of their review and 
were told, “We have referred the matter back to the Yonkers IG.”

Yonkers Inspector Liam McLaughlin issued a report from an independent law firm and investigator in 2024 
which found that Khader  “admitted that he did not pay rent to SBJ from in or about March 2017 until in or about 
December 2018. In an apparent attempt to improperly interfere with, obstruct, or otherwise hinder this investiga-
tion, Khader provided conflicting reasons for not paying rent.”

In public comments since then, Khader has continued to call the allegations against him a witch hunt and non-
sense. However, the fact remains that Khader has not provided proof or an explanation as to why there are no 
checks or evidence of payments showing that he made the rent payments in question.

Here’s the timeline of events:
Khader served as Council President from 2017 to 2021 and is running in a Democratic primary on June 24 

to return to that office. In 2021, Khader was running for reelection when allegations surfaced in the media of a 
“Quid Pro Quo” between Khader and attorney Jeff Buss, in which Khader received free rent at Buss’s law office 
on Yonkers Avenue.

Buss was appointed a counsel to the then Council President Khader at a salary of $70,000 per year.
Following the allegations, six members of the Yonkers City Council requested that Inspector General Liam 

McLaughlin conduct an investigation.
McLaughlin, also a former council president, hired an outside counsel and investigator to conduct the inquiry.
in 2021, Khader called the matter a witch hunt and lost the Democratic primary to Collins-Bellamy.
In July of last year, 2024, IG McLaughlin released the independent report which found that Khader was “In 

violation of the Yonkers’ Code of Ethics, and appearing to be in violation of Article 200 of the New York State 
Penal Law. Khader received rent-free office space from his City-paid counsel’s law firm, Smith, Buss & Jacobs 
LLP (“SBJ”). It is undisputed that Khader received rent-free office space and related office services from SBJ 
from or about March 2017 until or about December 2018.

The reports investigators identified the value of the rent that Khader did not pay for 22 months to be between 
$11,000 -$17,600. Additionally, Khader was able to utilize the support staff from the law offices of Smith, Buss 
& Jacobs at no cost.

“Khader used SBJ paralegals to support his legal practice, including for the filing of court documents, at times 
relevant to this Investigation. … it is clear that Khader used the SBJ office space and had the benefit of SBJ office 
services, including paralegals and notaries, during a time when he claimed not to be practicing law and paid no 
rent to SBJ. Such services are of value to an attorney, but Khader never paid for such services. The Investigators 
find that such valuable services were part of the quid pro quo.”\

The report details numerous examples where Khader was practicing law after telling the IG and investigators 
that he was not. In one instance, Khader, serving as a court-appointed receiver, submits his bill for services, stat-
ing that he “exhausted countless hours” on the case and “performed extensive” work.

At the same time, Khader swore in his deposition that he had stopped or slowed his law practice. Khader’s 
bill for those services was $37,634.05 and signed the court report using SBJ’s address of 733 Yonkers Avenue, 
Suite 200.

Khader’s sworn statements in this Investigation and his sworn statements to the Court in the Matter of Joseph 
Carriere’s Report are clearly inconsistent. Khader’s sworn statements in this Investigation that he stopped or 
slowed his law practice and that he did not use SBJ’s office as such are demonstrably false and disproven by 
Khader’s court filings,” states the report.

In the fall of 2021, Westchester District Attorney Mimi Rocah reviewed the independent IG’s report. However, 
after deciding not to run for reelection, her office did not conclude or opine on the matter of Mike Khader. Appar-
ently, there was not enough time, given that a new District Attorney, Susan Cacace, came into office in January 
2025, to conclude the inquiry, and no comment was ever made by DA Rocah’s office on the matter.

We have confirmed that Cacace’s office has the IG’s report and has now sent the matter back to McLaughlin. 
We don’t know the reasons why.

In recent video interviews and candidate forums, Khader has been vocal in his defense, stating that the allega-
tions are false and without merit. In one interview with Ru Ros on Yonkers Voice, Khader called McLaughlin, a 
Liar, and claimed, “I provided documents to Liam’s office, I provided it to the investigator, and I provided it to 
LoHud.”

Khader did not indicate what documents he provided to anyone. Still, we have confirmed that the documents 
that would exonerate him, including proof that he paid rent to Buss for the period in question, such as rent 
checks, were not provided.

We reviewed the investigator’s comments and verified their conclusion in the report that “We, the Investiga-
tors, conclude that Khader (and Buss/SBJ) failed to provide any credible evidence as to why SBJ provided 
him with rent-free office space and office services and that such valuable office space (valued at approximately 
$11,000 – $17,600) and office services (valued at approximately $11,600) were provided as part of a quid pro 
quo arrangement between Khader and Buss/SBJ whereby Buss received multiple contracts totaling approxi-
mately $240,000.”

“Khader does not dispute that he never paid rent to SBJ for suites 200 or 303 for the period March 2017 through 
or about December 2018. Khader, instead, alternatively and inconsistently argues that it was because he did not 
practice law, because he only used the office for storage, and because of the state and condition of the office.

“Khader alternatively claims that he did not pay rent because he was not practicing law at the time.  The undis-
puted facts are that Khader was engaged in the practice of law from March 2017 to December 2018.

The crux of the allegations made against Khader four years ago, which were confirmed in the report, remains 
the same. What rent was Khader paying to Smith, Buss & Jacobs, and did those payments change when Buss 
was hired at a salary of $70,000 per year to serve as Khader’s counsel to the Council President, a taxpayer-paid 
position?

We still do not have an answer to this question,” end of story printed June 13.
What “New Information” has DA Cacace’s office received in the matter of Mike Khader? We do not know.
And synonyms for retain include to keep, hold onto, and maintain.
______________________________________________________________________________________

Westchester DA Investigating Mike Khader 
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       Saint John’s Riverside Hospital Breaks 
          Into the Future with Expanded ER

This past week, while I had the honor of attending patriotic Flag Day ceremonies across our district — including in Mt. Kisco, Bedford Hills, and North Salem 
— the Democrat Party once again showed its true colors. While residents, veterans, and community leaders came together to celebrate the symbol of our nation’s 
unity, sacrifice, and freedom, Democrats were busy dressing up as clowns and staging yet another divisive protest under the banner of “No Kings.”

Let me be clear: this was not a demonstration of principle, but a performance of disunity, disrespect, and chaos. I witnessed firsthand the shameful actions of 
Democrat activists attempting to disrupt the solemn Flag Day ceremony at the Mt. Kisco American Legion by holding upside down American flags — a disgraceful 
act that dishonors those who have served and sacrificed for our flag.

While Republicans and Conservatives gathered with our communities to uplift and honor our shared values, Democrats chose mockery and division. The contrast 
could not be more stark.

But this behavior should come as no surprise. Division has been a consistent strategy of the Democrat Party throughout American history. It was the Democrat 
Party that defended slavery and led this nation into civil war. It was the Democrat Party that enforced segregationist policies and fought against civil rights at every 
turn. And today, it is the Democrat Party that continues to pit Americans against each other — urban against rural, race against race, class against class — all in 
the name of political power.

The Republican and Conservative Party’s stands for unity, strength, and the enduring promise of the American flag. We believe in one nation under God — not 
a nation torn apart by theatrics and political stunts.

As I stood shoulder to shoulder with proud Americans this Flag Day, I was reminded of the strength and resolve of our communities. The American people are 
waking up to the games and the damage caused by today’s radical Democrats. We will continue to stand tall, honor our history, and fight for a future grounded in 
faith, family, and freedom.

—Braille Diaz
Republican/Conservative Nominee for Westchester County Legislator District 2 and proud American Patriot
Two non-partisan Flag Day wishes came from the Westchester County PBA and Westchester County Clerk Tim Idoni. 
“Today, on Flag Day, the Westchester County Police PBA proudly salutes the Stars and Stripes, a symbol of freedom, resilience, and unity. Adopted on June 14, 

1777, by the Second Continental Congress, the American flag has flown high through battles, triumphs, and challenges, representing the enduring spirit of our na-
tion. Its 13 stripes honor our original colonies, and its 50 stars stand for the unity of our states, reminding us of the sacrifices made for liberty.

“This Flag Day is extra special as it marks the 250th birthday of the U.S. Army, founded on June 14, 1775. The greatest fighting force the world has ever known, 
the U.S. Army has defended our nation’s values with unmatched courage and strength, from the Revolutionary War to modern conflicts. We owe our freedom to 
the soldiers who have served and continue to protect our way of life.

“As we raise Old Glory today, let’s honor the flag’s legacy and the U.S. Army’s historic milestone. To our veterans, active-duty soldiers, and fellow officers who 
uphold these values daily—thank you,” posted the Westchester PBA. 

Idoni wrote, “Happy Flag Day from the Westchester County Clerk’s Office!  Today, we honor the symbol of our nation’s unity, resilience, and freedom. Let’s 
proudly raise the flag high and celebrate the values it represents.”

We close on these two unifying thoughts. 

Pictured (L-R) are Lee Kinnally, Past Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
Council Member Tasha Diaz, Trustee Pam Barnes, Yonkers Mayor Mike 
Spano, City Council President Lakisha Collins-Bellamy, Ron Corti, President 
& CEO, NY State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Raffaele 
Milizia, MD, Chief of Emergency Medicine

Saint John’s Riverside Hospital launched their new Emergency Department 
expansion with a special Wall Breaking Ceremony on June 2.

The hospital celebrated the momentous milestone with a special Wall Break-
ing Ceremony. Joined by Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano, Senate Majority Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, City Council President Lakisha Collins-Bellamy, 
Council Member Tasha Diaz, and other distinguished guests, this long-awaited 
renovation begins a new chapter in our Saint John’s Riverside Hospital’s com-
mitment to delivering exceptional care and to better serve the growing com-
munity they serve with enhanced services and facilities.

“This project is a transformative opportunity for us to meet the needs of our 
patients and community by enhancing access, creating a triage system to get 
patients to the appropriate level of care and connecting our patients who lack 
a primary care physician to one of ours,” said Ron Corti, President & CEO. 
“This project will double the size of our current emergency department and 
will increase our bed count from 28 to 55 beds,” he said.

The cost of this project is approximately $16 million. Funding has come 
from the New York State Department of Health. They are providing $15.3 mil-
lion for this renovation. Additionally, the United States Department of Health 
and Human Services has provided an additional $1 million to support the in-
frastructure in the fast-track portion of the emergency room.

The Saint John’s Riverside Hospital community thanked former Congress-
man, Jamal Bowman, for securing the additional $1 million grant and were 
thankful to the New York State Department of Health and the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services for their support in this critical project.

Visit riversidehealth.org, for more information.
____________________________________________________________

Albany Turns Its Back Again on Survivors
New York’s Failure to Fix Legal Loopholes Reveals Pattern of State-Spon-

sored Exploitation

Survivors of childhood sexual abuse are condemning the New York State As-
sembly, Governor Kathy Hochul, and Attorney General Letitia James for failing 
to fix a legal flaw that is now being weaponized to deny justice to hundreds of 
victims. After the Assembly adjourned without passing a Senate-backed bill to 
address a key defect in the Child Victims Act (CVA), advocates say the state’s 
posture has shifted from indifference to active exploitation.

“The State of New York is no longer just failing survivors — it’s exploiting 
them,” said Gary Greenberg, a survivor and founder of the Fighting for Children 
PAC. “From the courts to the Attorney General to the Governor’s office, survivors 
are being used for headlines, then discarded when it matters most.”

In March, the state’s highest court ruled that a CVA lawsuit could be dismissed 
because the survivor, abused as a child at the Empire State Plaza between 1986 
and 1990, could not provide exact dates for the abuse. The court cited the plead-
ing standards in the Court of Claims Act — a statute that the Legislature failed to 
update despite years of warning signs.

That ruling opened the door for the Attorney General’s office to seek mass dis-
missals of CVA and ASA cases involving state-run facilities, prisons, group homes, 
and schools. The office has already filed dozens of motions arguing that survivors 
must recall exact times, dates, and locations — regardless of how long ago the 
abuse occurred or how young the victim was.

“This is not about justice — it’s about legal technicalities being used to crush 
people who’ve already suffered more than enough,” said Steve Jimenez,  a survi-
vor and board member of the Coalition for Justice and Compassionate Compensa-
tion (CJCC). “The state is protecting its finances, its institutions, and its insurers 
— not its people. Albany had every opportunity to fix this, and instead it betrayed 
survivors again. That’s not failure — that’s a choice.”

In 2019, Insurance Circular Letter No. 11 directed insurers to cooperate fully 
with CVA cases. Yet five years later, DFS has done nothing to penalize insurance 
companies for dragging out claims, demanding unnecessary documentation, or re-
fusing to pay survivors. Meanwhile, Governor Hochul — who has full authority 
over DFS and could have demanded action has remained silent.

“This is systemic,” said David Catalfamo, Executive Director of the CJCC. “The 
Attorney General fights survivors in court. DFS lets insurers stall them out. And 
the Governor ignores our pleas. That’s not bureaucracy — that’s exploitation.”

Survivors point to the following pattern of state-enabled obstruction:
The Legislature, despite knowing for years of it infirmity, failed to amend the 

pleading standards the Court of Claims Act putting at risk hundreds of CVA claims 
and even more ASA claims

The Attorney General’s Office has aggressively pursued dismissals based on 
hyper-technical pleading rules — even when survivors list multi-year time frames 
and identify abuse in state-run facilities.

DFS has refused to enforce its own 2019 directive requiring insurers to cooper-
ate with CVA claims in good faith.

Governor Hochul has refused to intervene, speak out, or lead — even as her own 
administration’s legal team and agencies undermine the very laws she claimed to 
support.

“If the Governor doesn’t act now, she’ll be remembered for turning her back on 
survivors of child sex abuse - that's not a legacy any governor wants,” Catalfamo 
said. “Survivors are watching — and are not going away.”

_______________________________________________________________
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Weekend Events in Westchester County Parks 			   Classifieds 

				    continued on pg 13-

Attorney
DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested divorce papers prepared. Only one signature 

required. Poor person Application included if applicable. Separation agreements. 
Custody and support petitions. 518-274-0380

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insurance company's first of-
fer. Many injured parties are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free evalu-
ation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 
1-833-323-0318. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the closest provider.

Auto Donations
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 

visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855-484-3467 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? Your car donation to Patriotic Hearts helps 
veterans find work or start their own business.  Fast free pick. Running or not!  Call 
24/7: 1-833-441-4496.

Autos Wanted
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 

haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant of-
fer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374

Health
HEARING AIDS!!  High-quality rechargeable, powerful Audien hearing aids 

priced 90% less than competitors. Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-day money 
back guarantee! 855-819-7060

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-661-4172

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6397

Home Improvement
Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) standby 

generators - the most powerful home standby generators available. Industry-lead-
ing comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. 
Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call 1-833-880-7679

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs.  Call Now! 1-833-807-0159

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-782-4069

Do you know what’s in your water? Leaf Home Water Solutions offers FREE 
water testing and whole home water treatment systems that can be installed in as 
little one day.  15% off your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior & military discounts. 
Restrictions apply. Schedule your FREE test today. Call 1-866-247-5728

Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-855-916-5473

Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU 
MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the work 
completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not affili-
ated with State or Gov Programs.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-516-
1160 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Elder Care Offered
PRIVATE SENIOR RESIDENCE: Your Loved Ones Will Be Treated Like Fam-

ily. Basic Care Provided. Meals, Laundry, Housekeeping & Gym Onsite. PRIVATE 
PAY ONLY. arlinresidence@gmail.com 914-462-0624

Miscellaneous
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 

Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 844-329-9391

Real Estate
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!   No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670

Services
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest car-

riers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call 
1-844-919-1682

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Locally owned and 
affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code 
of property ready when calling!

Travel Services
SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.  Let us do the research for you for FREE!  
Call: 877 988 7277

TV Internet Phone
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call 

now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-833-323-0160
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 

and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

SATURDAY, JUNE 21

Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290
Croton Point Grasslands Restoration Tour, 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Learn how a landfill became an important habitat for birds, pollinators and native 

plants on this tour with Conservation Division staff. Meet at the RV parking area 
beneath the pines; inclement weather cancels.

Lasdon Park, Arboretum & Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Ecotherapy: The Benefits of Nature, 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Master naturalist Bruce Rosenberg will lead this free guided walk to different 

areas of Lasdon that will be explored as nature and its benefits are experienced up 
close.

Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/echotherapy-the-ben-
efits-of-nature/

 Merestead Estate, Mount Kisco: (914) 864-7958
Pollinators and Their Habitats, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
What are pollinators, and where do they live? Join us on a guided walk to learn 

about these important animals, even the ones we don’t see, and what we can do to 
protect them. Meet at the carriage house at 10 a.m.; closed-toed shoes are recom-
mended.

Westchester County Center, White Plains: (914) 995-4050
Undiscovered Realm Comic Con, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Enjoy celebrity guest artists, exhibitors, autographs, photo ops, panels, screen-

ings, cosplay contests, gaming tournaments, kids zone, anime, toys, comics, games, 
collectibles, cards, T-shirts and movies. Also: June 22.

Get details and tickets: https://countycenter.biz/event/undiscovered-realm-com-
ic-con-3/

Lasdon Park, Arboretum & Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Lasdon Green Squad, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Every Saturday through November and for those age 14 and older, join the Las-

don Green Squad to keep Lasdon, Westchester’s Public Garden looking beautiful. 
Volunteers will work with Lasdon staff on tasks such as invasive species removal, 
planting, watering, weeding, trail maintenance, mulching, trash clean up, and other 
tasks.

Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/lasdon-green-
squad-2-2/2025-06-21/

 

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282
Art Show, 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Artist Loren Anderson’s exhibit “Of Nature” is open for viewing in the main 

house on weekends in June.
Get details https://www.muscootfarm.org/programs-events/art-shows-at-mus-

coot.html

Marshlands Conservancy, Rye: (914) 835-4466
History of Marshlands Hike, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Take a walk with us to learn about Marshlands’ fascinating history. Led by Clare 

Francis, president of the Friends of Marshlands.

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary, Rye: (914) 967-8720
Seining by the Shoreline, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
It’s that time of the season when we use a 25-foot seining net to catch, study and 

release creatures in the Long Island Sound. Please dress in clothing to get wet; no 
swimming gear, please.

Details: https://friendsofreadwildlifesanctuary.org/event/seining-by-the-shore-
line/

Hilltop Hanover Farm & Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 862-
5050

Invasive Species Walk, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Join our native plants program curator on a walk around the farm to identify 

invasive species and the threat they pose to our ecosystems. All ages are welcome; 
those 10 and under must be with an adult. We will be walking on uneven surfaces.

Registration required: https://hilltophanoverfarm.org/events/event/2025/06/21/
invasive-species-walk/524582  

Hilltop Hanover Farm & Environmental Center, Yorktown Heights: (914) 862-
5050

Pride on the Farm, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Visit with some of our most colorful crops of the rainbow as we cook something 

up in our kitchen to share. Learn about the farm as you meet new people and enjoy 
an afternoon in our fields to celebrate those in the LGBTQ+ community. Free.

Get tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pride-on-the-farm-tickets-
1361802460819?aff=oddtdtcreator

SUNDAY, JUNE 22

Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson: (914) 862-5290
History & Natural History of Croton Point, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Join village historian Marc Cheshire and Croton Point Park naturalist John Phil-

lips to learn about the history and environment of the park. Meet at the entrance to 
the RV park. Free; ages 6 and up; wear sturdy shoes.

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial, Katonah: (914) 864-7268
Yoga in the Gardens, 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. $25. Also: June 29. Pre-registration re-

quired: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/yoga-in-the-gardens-2/2025-06-22/
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FINALLY
The only place to read 
news that matters to  

your community 
ONLINE

yonkerstimes.com

Dr. Meelie DebRoy, Chief of Kidney Transplant, 
Elected to Board of Directors at the Organ 
Procurement and Transplantation Network  

Goldschmidt joined thousands of participants at No Kings Rallies in White 
Plains, Mt. Kisco, Larchmont, Yonkers, Croton and Mamaroneck. There were 
few if any confrontations with Trumpers who crashed the events. 

Some of the comments from those who attended include: 
“I’m proud to report that USA Today has estimated that over 1000 people at-

tended the NO Kings rally in Mt. Kisco, NY. Westchester County has a sizable 
MAGA population so I am gratified that my new home is courageous in express-
ing their desire to “keep our republic”.

Protest is a vital expression of boundary— don’t stop. Don’t forget.
I’m sharing this experience b/c of my anger & deep disappointment in the way 

media is covering (or not covering) the protests & to bring more voice to the 
collective. 

The only point of violence during the entire protest was a trump supporter 
screaming at protesters in a very unhinged way. We did not engage. Law en-
forcement who were there to monitor the event helped to de-escalate the man to 
reduce harm & to protect our right to protest.

Yonkers: Two protests will occur in the city of Yonkers. One at Hudson Fulton 
Memorial Park, 1025 - 1043 Warburton Avenue from noon to 2 p.m. Another 
will be held at Yonkers Pride from 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Main Street and Buena 
Vista Avenue.

This is our opportunity to stand up for democracy - For the rule of law, and to 
say loudly no kings with our signs. 

  I think many of the business owners experienced brisk business that day.  
There has always been talk about filling the streets with walking shoppers, and 
having a “vibrant downtown.”  We had that for sure on Saturday.

In the future, maybe some of the protestors might show up for Septemberfest, 
and Arts Council concerts.

But the Village government and taxpayers did not sign up as a location for pro-
tests every single week.  The cost of the overtime for Westchester County Police 
is unknown.  The Village has budgetary challenges.  

I was there, and I know the event was incredibly well done, and that there was 
zero violence, with zero destruction of property.  

I doubt there was more littering than a typical Village parade or food truck 
event; much less Septemberfest.  I did not see any littering at all.  

By some estimates, the thousands of No Kings rallies across the country last 
weekend may have amounted to one of the largest mass protests in American 
history. According to data analyst G. Elliott Morris, between four and six million 
Americans took part in the protests against Trump and his increasingly authori-
tarian regime — or somewhere between one and two percent of the entire U.S. 
population.

Some explanations of what the No Kings Day rallies were about include:
While Trump wastes millions of dollars on a birthday parade in DC, we’re 

showing up everywhere else to say NO KINGS.
The No Kings protest is a demonstration being organized for June 14, 2025, on 

the day of the US Army 250th Anniversary Parade and the 79th birthday of US 
President Donald Trump, in protest of Trump’s policies and actions during his 
second presidency. No Kings protest. 

The biggest issue of protest for the No Kings Protests were to oppose any cuts 
to Medicaid. 

Protestors focused on abortion rights, immigration rights, and the Gaza war.
No Kings is a nationwide day of defiance. From city blocks to small towns, 

from courthouse steps to community parks, we’re taking action to reject authori-
tarianism—and show the world what democracy really looks like.

We’re not gathering to feed his ego. We’re building a movement that leaves 
him behind.

The flag doesn’t belong to President Trump. It belongs to us. We’re not watch-
ing history happen. We’re making it.

On June 14th, we’re showing up everywhere he isn’t—to say no thrones, no 
crowns, no kings.

_____________________________________________________________

Westchester County Parks, continued from pg 13

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Somers: (914) 864-7282
Farmers Market, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
The market supports farmers and sustainable efforts in our area, featuring over 30 

local vendors every Sunday until Nov. 16.
Get details: https://www.muscootfarm.org/markets/

Lasdon Park, Arboretum & Veterans Museum, Katonah: (914) 864-7263
Gardening Sundays and Tuesdays, Weekly, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Next: June 24.
Get details and register: https://www.lasdonpark.org/event/gardening-sun-

days-2/2025-06-22/

Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla: (914) 231-4033
African American Heritage Festival, 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
This highly popular event, in its 39th year, celebrates Africans, Caribbean people 

and African Americans. Enjoy African drummers, live entertainment, drama, poetry, 
ethnic foods, health and educational vendors, free health screenings, cultural arts and 
crafts, and so much more. Free admission and parking.

Get details: https://parks.westchestergov.com/press-releases/3496-the-annual-afri-
can-american-festival-returns-to-kensico-dam-plaza-sunday-june-22

Alfred B. DelBello Muscoot Farm, Katonah: (914) 864-7282
Guided Farm Tours, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Take a free guided tour to visit and learn about our animals and some of our his-

toric buildings. Meet outside the reception center.
Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/
_________________________________________________________________

OPTN is a public-private partnership that links all professionals involved in 
the organ donation and transplantation system in the U.S.

 
Westchester Medical Center’s Chief of Kidney Transplant, Meelie DebRoy, 

MD, FACS, has been elected to the Board of Directors of the Organ Procure-
ment and Transplantation Network (OPTN), a national body that oversees 
organ allocation and policy in the United States. Her appointment places the 
WMCHealth Network at the forefront of shaping the future of organ transplan-
tation during a critical moment of reform and innovation.

With more than 100,000 people waiting for organ transplants in the U.S., 
and someone added to the waitlist every 10 minutes, the OPTDebRoy.jpgN is 
tasked with addressing a system under pressure. Dr. DebRoy’s leadership – and 
WMCHealth’s role as a leader in transplant expertise – will now help steer na-
tional policy to increase equity, improve organ utilization and ultimately save 
more lives.

Dr. DebRoy’s election was recently announced by the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) following its special election for the Organ 
Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN) Board of Directors.

"I am honored to have been elected to the Board of Directors of the Organ 
Procurement and Transplantation Network,” said Dr. DebRoy. “This a transfor-
mational time for transplantation in the United States as we continue the work 
of the OPTN Modernization Initiative. Here at Westchester Medical Center, we 
continuously strive to improve access to transplant for our patients and make 
the journey as seamless as possible."

Dr. DebRoy is a renowned surgeon with more than 20 years of experience. 
She specializes in kidney removal surgery and kidney and liver transplants in 
adults and children. With a career devoted to advancing equity, ethics and inno-
vation in healthcare, she brings a deep commitment to improving our nation’s 
transplantation system for the benefit of all patients in need.

Dr. DebRoy has served in numerous capacities with the OPTN such as the 
Minority Affairs Committee (Chair), Simultaneous Liver-Kidney Allocation 
working group, and Pediatrics Committee. In her new position as a Board mem-
ber of OPTN, she plans to prioritize policy initiatives that enhance donor regis-
tration, improve organ utilization and ensure that every patient—regardless of 
race, socioeconomic status, or geography—has a fair chance at life-saving care.

WMCHealth is home to one of the most established multi-organ transplant 
facilities in New York, with teams that perform complicated, life-saving trans-
plants using the most advanced technology. Led by the top surgeons in the field, 
the transplant program team has performed thousands of heart, liver, and kid-
ney transplants, including multi-organ transplants in both adults and pediatric 
patients.  

For more information about WMCHealth, visit WMCHealth.org.
_____________________________________________________________

Meelie DebRoy, MD 
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     Coming to Grips with Medicaid 
Supplemental Summons and Notice of Object of Action SUPREME COURT 

OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER ACTION TO 
FORECLOSE A MORTGAGE INDEX #: 74122/2024 U.S. BANK TRUST NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST Plaintiff, vs MARIA 
IRIZARRY IF LIVING, AND IF HE/SHE BE DEAD, ANY AND ALL PERSONS 
UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, CLAIMING, OR WHO MAY CLAIM TO HAVE AN 
INTEREST IN, OR GENERAL OR SPECIFIC LIEN UPON THE REAL PROP-
ERTY DESCRIBED IN THIS ACTION; SUCH UNKNOWN PERSONS BEING 
HEREIN GENERALLY DESCRIBED AND INTENDED TO BE INCLUDED IN 
WIFE, WIDOW, HUSBAND, WIDOWER, HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DE-
SCENDANTS, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, DEVISEES, LEGATEES, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, COMMITTEES, LIENORS, AND ASSIGNEES OF 
SUCH DECEASED, ANY AND ALL PERSONS DERIVING INTEREST IN 
OR LIEN UPON, OR TITLE TO SAID REAL PROPERTY BY, THROUGH OR 
UNDER THEM, OR EITHER OF THEM, AND THEIR RESPECTIVE WIVES, 
WIDOWS, HUSBANDS, WIDOWERS, HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DE-
SCENDANTS, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, DEVISEES, LEGATEES, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, COMMITTEES, LIENORS, AND ASSIGNS, ALL OF 
WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES, EXCEPT AS STATED, ARE UNKNOWN TO 
PLAINTIFF, JUAN A. IRIZARRY IF LIVING, AND IF HE/SHE BE DEAD, ANY 
AND ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, CLAIMING, OR WHO MAY 
CLAIM TO HAVE AN INTEREST IN, OR GENERAL OR SPECIFIC LIEN UPON 
THE REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THIS ACTION; SUCH UNKNOWN 
PERSONS BEING HEREIN GENERALLY DESCRIBED AND INTENDED TO 
BE INCLUDED IN WIFE, WIDOW, HUSBAND, WIDOWER, HEIRS AT LAW, 
NEXT OF KIN, DESCENDANTS, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, DEVI-
SEES, LEGATEES, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, COMMITTEES, LIENORS, AND 
ASSIGNEES OF SUCH DECEASED, ANY AND ALL PERSONS DERIVING 
INTEREST IN OR LIEN UPON, OR TITLE TO SAID REAL PROPERTY BY, 
THROUGH OR UNDER THEM, OR EITHER OF THEM, AND THEIR RESPEC-
TIVE WIVES, WIDOWS, HUSBANDS, WIDOWERS, HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT 
OF KIN, DESCENDANTS, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, DEVISEES, 
LEGATEES, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, COMMITTEES, LIENORS, AND AS-
SIGNS, ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES, EXCEPT AS STATED, ARE 
UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, UNIT-
ED STATES OF AMERICA ON BEHALF OF THE IRS JOHN DOE (Those un-
known tenants, occupants, persons or corporations or their heirs, distributees, execu-
tors, administrators, trustees, guardians, assignees, creditors or successors claiming 
an interest in the mortgaged premises.) Defendant(s) MORTGAGED PREMISES: 
1 George Street White Plains, NY 10604 To the Above named Defendant: You are 
hereby summoned to answer the Complaint in this action, and to serve a copy of 
your answer, or, if the Complaint is not served with this Supplemental Summons, to 
serve a notice of appearance, on the Plaintiff(s) attorney(s) within twenty days after 
the service of this Supplemental Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 
30 days after the service is complete if this Supplemental Summons is not person-
ally delivered to you within the State of New York). In case of your failure to appear 
or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in 
the Complaint. The Attorney for Plaintiff has an office for business in the County of 
Erie. Trial to be held in the County of Westchester. The basis of the venue designated 
above is the location of the Mortgaged Premises. TO Maria Irizarry, Juan A. Irizarry 
Defendants In this Action. The foregoing Supplemental Summons is served upon 
you by publication, pursuant to an order of HON. Robert S. Ondrovic of the Supreme 
Court Of The State Of New York, dated the Fifteenth day of May, 2025 and filed with 
the Complaint in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Westchester, in the City of 
White Plains. The object of this action is to foreclosure a mortgage upon the premis-
es described below, executed by Maria Irizarry and Juan A. Irizarry dated the June 3, 
2005, to secure the sum of $360,000.00 and recorded at Instrument No. 451920412 
in the Office of the Westchester County Clerk on July 13, 2005. The mortgage was 
subsequently assigned by an assignment executed October 25, 2022 and recorded 
on November 15, 2022, in the Office of the Westchester County Clerk at Instrument 
Number 623183612. The mortgage was subsequently modified on October 17, 2023. 
The mortgage was subsequently assigned by an assignment executed March 29, 
2024 and recorded on April 11, 2024, in the Office of the Westchester County Clerk 
at Instrument Number 641023100. The property in question is described as follows: 
1 George Street, White Plains, NY 10604 NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by 
serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this 
Foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default 
judgment may be entered and you can lose your home. Speak to an attorney or go 
to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer 
the summons and protect your property. Sending a payment to your mortgage com-
pany will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A 
COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORT-
GAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT. DATED: 
June 9, 2025 Gross Polowy LLC Attorney(s) For Plaintiff(s) 1775 Wehrle Drive, 
Suite 100 Williamsville, NY 14221 The law firm of Gross Polowy LLC and the at-
torneys whom it employs are debt collectors who are attempting to collect a debt.  
Any information obtained by them will be used for that purpose. 86097

Coming to Grips with Medicaid 
Editor’s Note: 
Because of our political divide, the issue of providing Medicaid benefits to those 

who need it and are entitled to them is not being discussed enough. 
We found this bit of info about how tedious the process is, from MaryAnn Mc-

Carra from Peekskill, a moderator on Westchester County Newswire on Facebook. 
Removing the ineligible from Medicaid rolls involves states redetermining eligi-

bility and ending coverage for those no longer meeting the requirements.
This process, known as "unwinding," was delayed during the pandemic but has 

now begun, potentially impacting millions of people. States are conducting these 
redeterminations to ensure resources are directed towards those who truly need 
Medicaid.

Here's a more detailed breakdown:
Redeterminations:
States are required to re-evaluate the eligibility of Medicaid recipients to ensure 

they still qualify for benefits.
Unwinding:
This is the process of ending Medicaid continuous enrollment provisions, which 

were in place during the pandemic, and redetermining eligibility.
Eligibility Requirements:
States must verify that recipients meet the income, residency, and other criteria 

for Medicaid coverage.
Impact:
The redetermination process has led to many people losing Medicaid coverage. 

Some states have begun removing ineligible recipients as early as April 2023, ac-
cording to a PBS article.

Reasons for Disenrollment:
Individuals may lose coverage due to changes in income, no longer meeting 

residency requirements, or not responding to eligibility redetermination requests, 
according to a report from Guidehouse.

Outreach and Support:
States are working to ensure people are aware of the redetermination process and 

have access to resources to help them apply for other forms of coverage, according 
to the Kaiser Family Foundation.” End. 

My next question would be -What if the state that you live in does not want to 
clean up their Medicaid roles? 

_______________________________________________________________

Manhattanville University Announces 
Record-Breaking Enrollment for Fall 2025
Manhattanville University is proud to announce a significant surge in enroll-

ment for Fall 2025, marking the institution’s largest incoming first-year class since 
2017. With a 32% year-over-year increase in deposits and a 65% rise in applica-
tions, the university is experiencing its most robust undergraduate growth in four 
consecutive years.

“We are thrilled to see a significant increase in new student applications at Man-
hattanville University with deposits up 32% over fall of 2024,” said President 
Frank D. Sánchez, Ph.D. “We are anticipating the largest class of first-year stu-
dents since 2017. This surge is a testament to our commitment to academic excel-
lence and innovation. We look forward to welcoming this new cohort of talented 
and motivated students to our vibrant campus community.”

Professional education and the sciences as well as accelerated options are a driv-
er of new enrollments. The university attributes this growth to the launch of inno-
vative academic programs, including new majors in Cybersecurity, Neuroscience, 
Data Science, Interdisciplinary Studies, and a Bachelor of Science in Education, as 
well as accelerated degree options that provide students with flexible and career-
focused pathways.  

Key highlights of the incoming class include:
Higher average high school GPA compared to last year: Up 32% year over year 

– those with 3.5 GPA and higher
36% increase in residential students
Applications from 49 states, 4 U.S. territories, and 35 countries
Deposits from 24 states, 2 territories, and 13 countries
42% increase in deposits for the School of Nursing and Health Sciences; 185% 

increase in deposits for Radiologic Technology
100% increase in deposits for School of Education for the undergraduate educa-

tion program
“I’m excited to say that Manhattanville is continuing to grow our enrollment and 

educate students that come from our local schools and schools as far as California 
and beyond,” said Christina Labella, Director of Undergraduate Admissions. “This 
year’s incoming first-year class is not only our largest in nearly a decade, but it is 
one of our most academically prepared classes with a thirty-two percent increase 
in deposits of students with a 3.5 GPA or higher. We are seeing enormous interest 
and growth in living on campus with applications from nearly all 50 states across 
the U.S.”

“Manhattanville is staying ahead of the curve by facilitating experiential learn-
ing opportunities for all undergraduate students and offering accelerated advanced 
degree opportunities for all academic programs,” said Christine Dehne, M.F.A., 
Provost and Executive Vice President. “The hands-on learning experiences we 
provide ensure that our students are not only well-prepared academically but also 
ready to make meaningful contributions in the real world.”

For more information about Manhattanville University and its academic offer-
ings, visit www.mville.edu.

_______________________________________________________________

Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos 

and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.comand story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com
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