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“Cait Conley 1s the one that Mike Lawler doesn’t
want to see in November”

A Big Tool for Westchester Law Enforcement
Challenged in Court

Through a number of

Automated License

Plate Readers and cam-
eras, Westchester law
enforcement has built a
network that can track
any missing vehicle, child
abductors, or felon, across
any town, village or City in
the county. That network
is being challenged in
court as unconstitutional

By Dan Murphy
515 TR

T e e S Four Westchester resi-

| dents have filed suit agains
the Westchester County

Negative TV ad against Cait Conley running over and over again in NY-17 Department of Public Safety, claiming that This civil rights action challenges the

Westchester County Police Department’s (“WCPD”) unconstitutional operation of an

Who is Paying $.1 Million for “Progressive Champions PAC’s ” Big Negative  cxtensive vehicle surveillance system that captures detailed and intimate information
TV Ad Buy on Cait Conley? about the lives of millions of innocent New Yorkers not suspected of committing any
crimes (the “Vehicle Surveillance System”). WCPD’s Vehicle Surveillance System is

By Dan Murphy one of the largest in the country, encompassing a sophisticated network of

For those of us who live in NY-17 in Westchester, Putnam, and Rockland coun-
ties have likely watched the same TV ad run again and again on our Cable TV

continued on pg 5- Mahopac Spanish Teacher Paul Kropka
Eastchester 250th Anniversary Committee Arrested for Public Lewdness

Presents Sashes to America 250 Parade

continued on pg 11-

Paul Kropka, left
By Dan Murphy

Putnam County Sheriff Brian Hess
sent out the following release on June
12.

CONNECTICUT MAN ARRESTED
FOLLOWING PUBLIC LEWDNESS
INCIDENT IN PUTNAM LAKE

Sheriff Brian Hess announces the ar-
rest of Craig A. Kropa, 39, of New Fair-
field, Connecticut, following an investi-
gation into a public lewdness complaint
in the Putnam Lake area of the Town of
Patterson.

On June 10, 2026, members of the
Putnam County Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to the Putnam Lake area after
a resident reported that while walking

The Eastchester 250th Anniversary Committee, along with Supervisor Colavita . : i .
and the Town Board members, proudly presented sashes to this year’s Grand Mar- her dogs on Lakeshore Drive, a male operating a gray SUV pulled alongside her
shals Michael Grillo and Richard Forliano, posthumously. Kathy Gerber will be ~and allegedly exposed himself while making vulgar remarks.

representing Richard “Dick” Forliano. During the investigation, deputies obtained a witness statement and reviewed
The parade celebrating the 250th Anniversary will take place in Eastchester on  video surveillance footage from the area. Through investigative efforts con-
July 11, 2026. Congratulations to the Grand Marshals! ducted by Patrol and the Bureau of Criminal Investigation, Craig A. Kropa was
For further information regarding the 250th Anniversary upcoming events, please continued on pg 11-

visit the town's website at Can You Love God And Still Be LGBTQ+?

Upcoming Events | ebt250committee.com.

By Dennis
Richmond Jr.

“You’re going to
hell.”
FAITH

|5 PERSOMAL.

LOVE I5 REAL This is a statement

that many LGBTQ+
folx hear at least
once in their lives.
If they don’t hear it
directly, = someone
bl may calmly tell them
el (1. (heir lifestyle is

LILLE wrong. One of the
most personal con-
versations during
Pride Month centers
on faith. Can some-
one practice religion
and still be a mem-
ber of the LGBTQ+

continued on pg 9-




FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2026 - WESTCHESTER RISING - PAGE 2

New York City Correction’s Captain from Yonkers
Indicted for Extortion and Wage Fraud Scheme

Latanya Brown

Defendant Allegedly Extorted Subordinates for Money, a Louis Vuitton
Handbag, and Personal Errands, and Defrauded The City of Thousands of
Dollars in Wages

An indictment was unsealed in Brooklyn charging Latanya Brown with extor-
tion and federal program funds theft. Brown is a Captain with the New York
City Department of Correction (DOC). The indictment charges Brown with two
counts of extortion and one count of fraudulently obtaining funds from a feder-
ally funded government agency. Brown was arrested today and will be arraigned
this afternoon before United States Magistrate Judge Seth D. Eichenholtz.

“As alleged, the defendant brazenly abused her authority as a law enforcement
supervisor to steal taxpayer money and terrorize her subordinates by shaking
them down for money, expensive gifts, and chauffeuring her to run personal er-
rands, including trips to a casino while she was on duty,” stated United States
Attorney Nocella. “Our Office will vigorously prosecute corrupt government
officials who betray the public’s trust, and where applicable as in this case, seek
forfeiture of ill-gotten funds.”

As alleged in the indictment, Brown has been employed by the DOC since Oc-
tober 2001 and has held the rank of Captain since July 2007. Between approxi-
mately July 2024 and November 2025, Brown was assigned to Rikers Island’s
Facility Operations Department as a DOC supervisor. Between approximately
November 2025 and December 2025, Brown was assigned to New York State
courthouses located in the Bronx. As a Captain, Brown supervised other cor-
rection officers and was responsible for approving employee requests for shift-
schedule changes, overtime shifts, and vacation time. In 2024 and 2025, Brown
regularly threatened to withhold approvals for shift changes, overtime shifts,
and vacation time requests for her officers unless they agreed to pay her money,
buy luxury items for her, and/or perform personal errands for her. For example,
in December 2024, Brown forced several officers to buy an expensive Louis
Vuitton bag for her. When Brown made her demand, she made statements to
the DOC officers implying, in sum and substance, that their shift assignments,
overtime shifts, and vacation time would be in jeopardy unless they purchased
the luxury item. Additionally, on numerous occasions, Brown forced officers to
drive her while on duty for non-work-related purposes, such as visits to restau-
rants, bars, and a casino.

In 2024 and 2025, Brown received more than $250,000 in regular pay and
more than $400,000 in overtime pay. However, on more than 100 occasions
during this time period, Brown submitted documentation to the DOC claiming
that she had worked the entirety of regular and overtime shifts, when in fact
she actually arrived to work several hours late or left work several hours early
on those occasions. On some occasions, when Brown left her assigned posting
early, she did so to spend time at the Empire City Casino in Yonkers, New York.
For example, on November 21, 2024, Brown claimed in documentation submit-
ted to the DOC to have worked from 5:00 a.m. until 9:31 p.m. on Rikers Island.
However, Brown was not at Rikers Island during the entirety of that shift and
instead arrived at the casino that day at approximately 2:34 p.m. Nevertheless,
Brown was compensated by the DOC as if she had worked her full shift and at
least seven hours of overtime.
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Letters to the Editor:

I am a strong supporter of Cait Conley

To the Editor:

I am a strong supporter of Cait Conley; I believe she will be an exceptional
Representative and I also believe she has the best chance of ousting Mike Lawler
in November. 1 would like to share with you some important points from her
website in addition to my own thoughts:

From Cait’s website regarding her work history:

Mike Lawler and Beth Davidson are attempting to draw false links between
Cait’s work and ICE that do not exist. (My analogy? Blaming someone for their
2nd cousin’s bad behavior.)

Cait Conley does not work for or with ICE. Cait Conley does not work for
or with Palantir. Cait consults for two technology firms. These companies have
nothing to do with immigration enforcement, and neither have contracts with
ICE.

Cait’s work with these companies is related to partnering with state and local
law enforcement to keep our families safe from terrorist attacks at sports stadi-
ums and concert halls, and to keep our critical infrastructure, like hospitals, safe
from cyber threats, as well as advising on counter-terrorist and efforts to fight
drug trafficking.

Cait Conley is committed to regulating Al to ensure our safety and security, and
is the only candidate in this field with the experience of actually doing it.

At CISA, Cait was part of efforts to develop guardrails for Al to ensure public
safety, security and data and privacy protection. In Congress, Cait will ensure the
US leads in Al innovation while strengthening safeguards against the adversarial
use of Al and regulating Data Centers to ensure they don’t put an undue burden
on our communities.

My personal opinion: Regarding Al, many of us are opposed to it, but it is here,
here to stay and likely to grow. Wouldn’t it be to our benefit to have someone in
Congress who has experience with AI?

I have heard Cait state multiple times that her reason for running is because
after putting her life on the line for her country for 16 years, she no longer recog-
nizes our country as it is today.

From Cait’s website:

Cait Conley has been consistent in how she will lead as a member of Congress,
fighting back against the Trump Administration.

Cait has made clear throughout her campaign that she will hold ICE and Trump
accountable for their crimes.

Cait has also said multiple times that as a combat veteran, and the only one
among the candidates to have been in war, she never wants to see our sons &
daughters go to war again.

Cait has been outspoken on the need to bring an end to the war in Iran and
would have voted for the war powers resolution, and get to a two-state solution
for Israel and Palestine where there is safety and security for both peoples and we
invest to rebuild.

My thoughts: Someone said the other night that there are 2 kinds of Veterans:
those who like the excitement and violence of war and those who never want to
see another one. It is an incredible misconception that veterans of war are always
pro-war. Some may be, but others, likely the majority, Cait included, having seen
war and knowing the costs, want to see action that PREVENTS war at all costs.

There is currently so much fake news being spread around that it is difficult to
know what to believe, and it will/is getting worse: Mike Lawler and Republi-
cans have taken notice of Cait, and they’re resorting to dirty tactics to try to stop
her because he’s scared to face her in November. On Friday, it came out that a
MAGA-tied dark money group is dumping $1.5 million in attack ads lying about
Cait, because they know she is the candidate who can beat Lawler. I saw one of
the ads this morning and it is strong, and totally untrue. Please try to separate the
fact from the fake, and try to catch who is sponsoring the ad. It is likely one of
the new PAC’s that was created for just this purpose. The one thing we all agree
on is that we must unseat Mike Lawler.

I believe all of our candidates are qualified for the position, but I don’t think all
of our candidates can beat Lawler. We need more than just the Democratic votes
to beat him, so we need to attract unhappy Republicans and Independents. For
all the reasons stated above, I truly believe that if we want to win the November
election, we need Cait Conley as our candidate. You don’t have to agree with ev-
erything she does or says, no one is perfect, but if you really want to win against
Mike Lawler in November, please re-read this, look at Cait’s website with an
open mind and join me in voting for her in the primary election.

Thank you, Maria Modica-Snow Peekskill
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Senator Shelley Mayer Recognizes 18 Educators Across the
37th Senate District with Outstanding Educator Awards

3 Yonkers Educators Honored

State Senator Shelley Mayer, Chair of the Senate Education Committee, hon-
ored 18 exceptional educators from across the 37th Senate District with her 2026
Outstanding Educator Award at a ceremony held on June 15 at Scarsdale High
School. The award recognizes educators who have demonstrated an extraordi-
nary commitment to their students, schools, and communities through their lead-
ership, innovation, and dedication to education.

Each honoree was nominated by their school principal or superintendent. Dur-
ing the ceremony, Senator Mayer led a roundtable discussion, providing an oppor-
tunity to learn more about their work, the innovative approaches that distinguish
them, and the meaningful impact they are making in their schools and commu-
nities. Educators shared their experiences and ways they are helping strengthen
the communities they serve. Senator Mayer then awarded each educator with a
proclamation recognizing their impact.

From Yonkers, Senator Mayer honored:

Julie Cupertino, Grades 3 and 4 Special Education Teacher at School 5, Yon-
kers Public Schools;

Richard Harman, High School Math Teacher at Yonkers Montessori Academy,
Yonkers Public Schools;

Noreen Garvey, Special Education Teacher at Westchester Hills School 29,
Yonkers Public Schools;

Senator Shelley Mayer said, “I am proud to present the 2026 Outstanding Edu-
cator Awards to 18 exceptional educators from across the 37th Senate District.
These teachers, counselors, and school professionals represent the very best of
public education in New York. As Chair of the Senate Education Committee, [ am
continually inspired by the extraordinary work happening in our schools. It was
a privilege to hear directly from these educators about their experiences, their
classroom innovations, and the impact they have every day on their students’
lives.

“Thank you to Superintendent Dr. Drew Patrick, Principal Kenneth Bonamo,
and the entire Scarsdale High School community for graciously hosting this cel-
ebration and helping us honor these outstanding educators.”

Among the recipients —

Julie Cupertino, from Yonkers Public Schools, teaches students with complex
and intensive needs through innovative, trauma-informed, and research-based
instruction. Ms. Cupertino fosters an inclusive and structured classroom where
students experience academic growth alongside gains in emotional regulation,
independence, and self-confidence. She uses combinations of hands-on learning,
STEAM activities, executive functional supports, cultural arts integrations and
original strategies to ensure equitable access and meaningful engagement for all
learners.

Richard Harman, from Yonkers Public Schools, has taught for 25 exceptional
years in the Yonkers Public School System. Mr. Harman mentors students both in
and beyond the classroom through experiential learning opportunities, including
intersession travel programs and local service partnerships that foster indepen-
dence, empathy, and global citizenship. He is also the founder of the school’s
Math Honor Society (Mu Alpha Theta), now serving over 100 students through
peer tutoring and service, and a co-leader of programs such as Project Impact and
Eagle Eats, which integrate service learning, entrepreneurship, and community
support.
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Westchester County Launches $25 Million

Housing Flex Fund for Affordable Housing

Application Period Opens June 17 for New Affordable Housing Financing
Program

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins announced the launch of the Coun-
ty’s Housing Flex Fund II, a new $25 million affordable housing initiative designed
to accelerate the development and creation of affordable homes across Westchester
County. The application period opens on June 17 and will remain open through
Aug. 21, inviting eligible developers to compete for funding to help advance af-
fordable housing projects in communities throughout the County.

Housing Flex Fund II builds on the success of the County’s existing housing
programs by providing flexible financing for developments in need of the last bit of
funding to begin construction of new rental and homeownership units, those with
supportive housing units and developments that preserve affordability. The pro-
gram is expected to significantly increase the County’s annual affordable housing
production while prioritizing developments in transit-oriented locations and areas
with limited affordable housing options.

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins said: “Every family deserves access
to a safe and affordable place to live. Housing Flex Fund II is another example of
Westchester County’s commitment to investing in solutions that create housing op-
portunities and support long-term economic growth. This program will help move
important projects from the drawing board to construction, creating more afford-
able homes for current and future residents.”

Westchester County Department of Planning Commissioner Blanca Lopez said:
“Housing Flex Fund II provides developers with an important financing tool that
will help close funding gaps and bring more affordable housing projects to comple-
tion. With our support of projects that are ready to move forward and located in
communities with access to transportation, jobs and amenities, this program will
have a lasting impact on housing availability throughout Westchester County.”

Applicants must submit a complete funding package that includes a develop-
ment proposal, project narrative, financial pro forma and project budget. Eligible
rental developments must provide housing for households earning 65% of the Area
Median Income or below, while affordable homeownership developments may
serve households earning up to 80% of the Area Median Income for a minimum
of 50 years. Applications serving those at the lowest incomes possible, includ-
ing supportive housing units will receive additional priority. Applications will be
reviewed after the application period closes, with funding awards expected to be
approved later this year and disbursements beginning in 2027.

Starting June 17, developers interested in applying or learning more about Hous-
ing Flex Fund II can review program guidelines by visiting the Department of
Planning website at: planning.westchestercountyny.gov

Applications can be requested by sending an email to: HousingFlexFund2026@
westchestercountyny.gov.
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Help Wanted

Administrative Assistant / Bookkeeper

Small Construction Co. / Real Estate Co.

Seeking experienced professional to manage a one-person office.

REQUIREMENTS & KEY SKILLS

» Must have strong accounting / bookkeeping skills

« Excellent computer skills (Microsoft, Excel, QuickBooks)
« Strong organizational & communication skills

« Ability to work independently and multitask

« Detail-oriented & VERY reliable

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES

« Construction related paperwork
« Contracts, record keeping, typing

« Filing, correspondence, customer inquiries, etc.

SCHEDULE & LOCATION

« Full time position: Mon — Fri, 8am to 4pm OR 7am to 3pm

« Location: Belmont / Bronx, NY

HOW TO APPLY
E-MAIL CONTACT: mreginai28@gmail.com
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DA Cacace Charges Man, Arrested in Bronxville

for Impersonating an NYPD Officer with a Gun

Westchester County District Attorney
Susan Cacace announced today that a
Manhattan man was arrested for alleg-
edly impersonating a New York City Po-
lice Department officer, including allega-
tions that he possessed a fake badge and
a loaded gun.

Dylan J. Gonzalez, 26, was arraigned
on a felony complaint Friday charging
him with Criminal Possession of a Weap-
on in the Second Degree, a class C felony,
and Criminal Impersonation in the First
Degree, a class E felony.

Justice Natasha Nordahl set bail at
$10,000 cash/$20,000 bond/$40,000 par-
tially secured bond. The defendant is due
back in court today.

DA Cacace said: “All residents of this
county expect that when they encounter

someone donning the insignia of law enforcement, that person has taken an
oath to protect and serve, not to deflect and deceive. As alleged, this defendant
impersonated a police officer, going so far as to be in possession of a fake badge
and loaded pistol on the streets of Bronxville. We will now seek to ensure he is
held accountable for these deceptions.”

According to a felony complaint filed with the court, on June 12, 2026, at 9
Park Place in the Village of Bronxville, the defendant was found in possession
of a loaded Glock 19 9mm semiautomatic pistol. The defendant also allegedly
pretended to be a police officer by wearing an NYPD detective shield on his belt
in the vicinity of the firearm.

When a Supervisory Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation
inquired with the defendant whether he was “on the job,” the defendant replied
in the affirmative, according to the complaint.

When the FBI agent asked the defendant about his police identification card,
he replied, in sum and substance, that the card “was at home,” the complaint
alleges.

The defendant does not possess a valid New York State pistol permit nor is he
a licensed dealer in firearms.

An inventory search of his vehicle yielded two 15-round 9mm loaded maga-
zines and two blue ballistic vests with gold NYPD Velcro shields on the left
shoulder area and NYPD Police Warrant Squad Velcro patches on the center.
One vest had a body camera holder affixed.

This case was investigated by the Westchester County Department of Public
Safety. The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Gregory Al-
len of the Mount Vernon Branch.
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Radioactive Material Found in Port Chester

Sanitation Truck

The Village of Port Chester has recently experienced an incident in which radiation
defection equipment at a regional waste transfer facility identified radicactive
material within a refuse collection vehicle servicing this aread.

Az port of standard safety protocels, when radicoctive material is detected, the
vehicle is detained at the facility until the material decays to acceptable levels.
This process can take days or, in some cases, weeks. A single contaminated load
con remove an entire sanitation truck from service, significantly impacting Yillage
aperations and reducing our ability to efficiently cellect and manage refuse
threughout the communiiby.

The loss of a collection vehicle places considerable strain on sanitation services,
incleding route delays, reduced collection efficiency, increased operafional costs,
and challenges in maintaining the level of service residents expect and deserve,

Residents are reminded that radiooctive materials must never be disposed of in
household garbage. In certain instances, individuals undergoing cancer treatment
or nucleor medicine precedures may generate waste products that contain
detectable levels of radieactivity. If you er someone in your househeld has recently
undergone such treatment, please consult your healthcare provider regarding the
preper handling and dizposal of any related materials before placing them in the
trash.

Your cooperation |s essenfial to protecting sanltation warkers, maintaining rellable
refuse collection services, and preventing unnecessary disruptions ta Village
operations

Thank you for your attention to this impertant matter and for helping us keep Port
Chester safe, clean, and operating efficiently.

The Village of Port Chester is advising residents that one of its sanitation vehicles
has been detained by Westchester County after traces of radiation contamination
were registered during its drop off this morning.

In an effort to limit the number of additional trucks from being potentially im-
pacted by such contamination tomorrow and so on, we are distributing this notice
to homes located in the general vicinity of Shelley Avenue/ Robert Avenue/ Hawley
Avenue this afternoon.

We ask that all village residents who may be under the care of a physician who
prescribes treatments or medication regiments for them that utilize radiation or ra-
dioactive elements arrange for the disposal of all contaminated refuse to transpire
privately and consult their physician for necessary guidance.

The Village of Port Chester cannot collect radioactive material.

Notice of formation of Pure Body Lab, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 05/06/2026. With an existence date of 03/27/2026. Office: Westchester
County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 2040 White Plains
Rd #1082, Bronx NY 10462 USA. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of W4J9R1 Holdings, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 04/23/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC, 2 Gedney Park Drive, White Plains, NY 10605.
Purpose: Any lawful activity

CONNECTED EXPERIENCES LLC Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on
01/30/2026. Office: Westchester Co. SSNY designated agent for process
and shall mail copy to LLC at 212 Colabaugh Pond Rd, Croton On
Hudson, NY, 10520. Purpose: any lawful act.
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Congressman Latimer’s Mobile Office Hours

JUNE 22

Comes to the New Rochelle Library June 22
NEW ROCHELLE
PUBLIC
LIBRARY
10.00 AM - 2.00 PM
LATI Mﬁ"
On June 22, the staff of Congressman George Latimer will be at the New

Rochelle Public Library, hosting mobile office hours to assist you with fed-

eral agency inquiries, such as your Social Security checks, veterans’ ben-
efits, or immigration inquiries. Stop by for assistance!

Letter to the Editor:

Dear Editor:

Like so many voters, I feel it is so vital choose the candidate who can beat Mike
Lawler.

We have a choice between Beth Davidson, a career politician who is running
a negative campaign rife with MAGA-like lies and innuendos, and Cait Conley
who has consistently been talking to voters about the issues and her plans for a
future that will benefit all of District 17.

Cait brings a unique combination of talents and experience to the task of gov-
erning.

She’s worked with Congress on complex issues of national security and criti-
cal infrastructure, including the water supply. She’s shown leadership, winning
3 Bronze Stars during 16 years in the military. Importantly, she is the only one
in the race with a knowledge of Al. She has worked with state and local law en-
forcement to protect families attending huge stadium events. She has worked to
keep hospitals safe from cyber attacks. She knows the positives and negatives of
Al and believes that, like any new technology, it needs to be regulated. She is
opposed to building a data center at Indian Point.

Cait Conley can beat Mike Lawler. She has a commitment and belief in Amer-
ica that appeals to voters of different backgrounds, Democrats and Republicans.

With her boundless energy, Cait will make a major impact for our district in
Congress—and she’s the only candidate who can hit the ground running on Day
One.

Sincerely yours, Barbara Lalicki, Chappaqua
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NYS Senate Candidate Anthony Merante Call for

Greater Local Control Over Public Marijuana Use

Anthony Merante, the Republican candidate for New York State Senate, District
35, is calling for stronger local authority to regulate public marijuana consump-
tion, citing growing concerns from residents about quality of life, public safety,
and enforcement.

“When New York legalized recreational marijuana, most residents accepted that
adults should be free to make their own choices,” said Merante. “What they did not
expect was the growing impact public marijuana smoking would have on neigh-
borhoods, parks, business districts, and community gathering places.”

Merante recently encountered a young man smoking marijuana in the lobby of
his office building who insisted he had the right to do so because marijuana is legal.

“That experience highlighted a growing problem,” Merante said. “Legalization
should not mean a free pass to ignore common-sense rules or basic courtesy.”

Residents throughout Westchester County continue to raise concerns about mari-
juana smoking near parks, playgrounds, train stations, apartment buildings, and
commercial districts.

Merante emphasized that his position is not about reversing legalization.

“The question is not whether marijuana should be legal. The question is whether
local communities should have the authority to establish reasonable rules that pro-
tect quality of life while respecting individual freedoms,” he said.

Merante is advocating for legislation that would give municipalities broader au-
thority to regulate public marijuana consumption and impose meaningful fines for
violations.

“Rules without enforcement are merely suggestions,” Merante said. “Local gov-
ernments should have the tools they need to protect their communities and hold
violators accountable.”

“The goal is not prohibition. The goal is balance,” Merante concluded. “Adults
who choose to use marijuana legally should be able to do so. Families should also
be able to enjoy public spaces without being exposed to marijuana smoke. As State
Senator, I will support legislation that strengthens local control and keeps deci-
sions about our neighborhoods in the hands of local communities, not Albany.”

About Anthony J. Merante: Anthony is currently running as the Republican can-
didate for New York State Senate in the 35th District. He is committed to standing
up for taxpayers, seniors, homeowners, renters, and working families who want a
government that serves the people—not political insiders.

Anthony J. Merante is a Certified Public Accountant, a local businessman and
former Yonkers City Councilmember. A lifelong advocate for taxpayers and local
communities, he served as president of the Sprain Lake Knolls Civic Association
before being elected to the Yonkers City Council in 2017, where he served two
terms representing the 6th District.

During his eight years on the Council, Merante earned a reputation as an inde-
pendent voice who opposed tax increases and fought to protect neighborhoods
from overdevelopment. He and his wife, Yolanda, have two children and deep
roots in the Yonkers community.

Learn more at www. https://meranteforsenate.com.

Notice of formation of 660 SAW MILL LCC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 03/20/2026. Office: 4 Amawalk Point Road, Amawalk NY 10501
Westchester County. SSNY designated Brian O'Neill as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the
LLC, 4 Amawalk Point Rd, Amawalk NY 10501. Purpose: Real Estate
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Yonkers Pride Parade 2026

Read it all Online at
Yonkerstimes.com

Stephen Erosa, DO
Leading Interventional Pair
Management Specialist
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Westchester BOL Celebrates

Carlbbean Amerlcan Herltage Month

L-R-BOL Chair
Woodson-Samuels

A { : . 3 0

L-R-BOL Chair Vedat Gashi, Honoree Ted Bitter, Legislator Colin Smith
The Westchester County Board of Legislators celebrated Caribbean American
Heritage Month on Monday evening with a ceremony honoring Lyndon Williams,

continued on pg §-

WJCS Hosts Annual Holocaust Survivor Day

Luncheon

On Thursday, June 4, Westchester Jewish Community Services (WJCS)
hosted its 6th Annual Holocaust Survivor Day Luncheon at Westchester Re-
form Temple in Scarsdale, NY. The event brought together nearly 50 Holo-
caust Survivors and 20 Second Generation Survivors living in the Westchester
community, along with their family members and caregivers.

Allison Danzig, Coordinator of Holocaust Survivor Services at WJCS, said,
“Today is about honoring Holocaust Survivors—their lives, their courage,
their resilience, their extraordinary strength, and, most of all, their legacy.
What they have built is strong, enduring, and deeply meaningful.”

continued on pg §-
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DA Cacace Announces Arrest of Father in Connection with

Disappearance of 12-Year-Old Son from New Rochelle

-~ AGE: 11

DOB: 06/15/2014
HEIGHT: 5'00"
WEIGHT: 125 LBS
HAIR: BLACK
EYES: BROWN
RACE:BLACK

Westchester County District Attorney Susan Cacace announced today that Dwight
C. Richards, father of 12-year-old King Richards, was arrested by New Rochelle
police detectives today in connection with the disappearance of his son.

Richards, 54, of New Rochelle, is scheduled to be arraigned in White Plains City
Court Wednesday morning on a misdemeanor information charging him with one
count of Criminal Contempt in the Second Degree, a class A misdemeanor.

DA Cacace said: “I am relieved beyond measure that, nearly one year later, King
Richards was found in good health and was returned to the care of his mother. The
defendant’s alleged defiance of the Family Court, allegedly concealing his son for
the better part of a year, caused his mother and everyone in this county an agonizing
wait as the child’s whereabouts remained unknown for so long. I want to commend
the New Rochelle police for never giving up their search efforts or their hope that
King Richards would be located safe and sound. Their diligence led to today’s re-
union.”

“All children in Westchester deserve to live without fear that they will be stolen
without warning from the sanctuary of their communities. We must strive for a real-
ity where that is possible.”

According to a misdemeanor information filed with the court, on July 18, 2025,
the defendant violated a mandate issued by Westchester County Family Court Judge
Allison E. Burke by failing to produce his son, King Richards, to the court on that
date.

Through the present, the defendant has remained in violation of the court’s man-
date by failing to produce his son to the court, as required by the mandate, the mis-
demeanor information alleges.

The case was investigated by the New Rochelle Police Department and the Child
Abuse Bureau within the District Attorney’s Office. The case is being prosecuted by
the Child Abuse Bureau.

Notice of formation of Rat Attack Snacks, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 3/2/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, 516 Park Avenue Yonkers NY 10703. Purpose: Any
lawful activity

Notice of formation of DVH List Services, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 05/05/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 69 Johnson Rd, Scarsdale NY 10583. Purpose: Any lawful
activity

Notice of formation of Meri Health, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on
5/27/26. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the
LLC, PO Box 134 Maryknoll, NY10545. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of Digital Infrastructure Services LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with NY Dept. of State on 10/22/25. Office: Westchester County. NY DOS des-
ignated as agent for service of process; DOS shall mail copy of process to 7
Ridgeway Cir White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful purpose.
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Holocaust Survivors, continued from pg 7-

The joy of being and celebrating together was evident to all those who at-
tended. Cantor Susanne Katchko filled the room with Yiddish songs, which re-
minded the survivors of their heritage and music of their childhood. Holocaust
Survivors’ Day is dedicated to celebrating the strength and impact of Holocaust
Survivors. This day reminds us that the strength of American Judaism today is
rooted in the courage of Holocaust survivors, whose determination to survive,
rebuild their lives, and create a future made it possible for generations to fol-
low—to learn, to remember, and to carry their legacy forward.

WICS provides a wide array of services to Holocaust survivors in Westches-
ter, including home-delivered kosher meals, support groups for Survivors as
well as members of the Second Generation led by a skilled professional, home
care coordination, and social activities that include holiday celebrations and
outings to films, concerts, and shows. To learn more about WJCS services for
Holocaust Survivors and their families, please go to: www.wjcs.com/services/
jewish-programs.

The festive and meaningful event was co-hosted by Westchester Reform
Temple in Scarsdale, KAVOD: Ensuring Dignity for Holocaust Survivors, and
Concerts in Motion, an organization that is dedicated to alleviating loneliness
through music.

For more information, please visit www.wjcs.com.

Carribean Heritage, continued from pg 7-

a distinguished jurist, Mount Vernon community leader, and Chairman of the
Westchester County Charter Review Commission, and Ted Bitter, a veteran of
the war in Vietnam, Peekskill business owner, and youth sports mentor.

Chairman Vedat Gashi (D—-New Castle, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown) who
convened the ceremony, said, “This month we celebrate the rich traditions and
impact of Caribbean Americans, who have shaped our communities in countless
ways. Judge Lyndon Williams and Coach Ted Bitter exemplify this proud leg-
acy through lives dedicated to service and leadership. Judge Williams built an
extraordinary career serving the people of Westchester as a 12-year member of
the Board of Legislators, Mount Vernon City Council President, respected attor-
ney, and City Court Judge. Likewise, Coach Ted’s journey reflects a lifetime of
commitment to public duty, from his military service in Vietnam to decades of
mentoring young athletes and building community with the Westchester Strid-
ers and the BeanRunner Café. Through their accomplishments and commitment
to others, these remarkable men have left an enduring mark on Westchester.”

Legislator Tyrae Woodson-Samuels (D—-Mount Vernon) “Judge Lyndon Wil-
liams’s journey from Georgetown, Guyana to a distinguished career in law, pub-
lic service, and the judiciary exemplifies the values of hard work, integrity, and
community leadership. Through decades of service, he has dedicated himself
to expanding opportunities for others, particularly young people, leaving a last-
ing impact on Westchester County and beyond. His story reflects the profound
contributions Caribbean Americans continue to make in strengthening our com-
munities and our nation.”

Legislator Colin D. Smith (D—Cortlandt, Peekskill, Yorktown) said, “Ted Bit-
ter represents the very best of Caribbean heritage in Westchester: service, per-
severance, cultural pride, and a deep commitment to community. As a veteran,
coach, mentor, small business owner, and friend, Ted has spent his life lifting
others up—especially young people—and helping create spaces where culture,
music, discipline, and belonging can thrive. I am proud to recognize him during
Caribbean Heritage Month and grateful for all he has given to Peekskill and to
Westchester County.”
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LGBTQ+, continued from page 1-
community?

For many LGBTQ+ folx, that question is

personal. It is about home, family, prayer, identity, and survival.

According to the New York State Office of Children and Family Services, LG-
BTQ+ youth are heavily overrepresented among homeless youth, with research
showing that as many as 40% of homeless youth identify as LGBTQ+. Some are
put out of their homes or pushed away because their families do not agree with
who they are or who they love.

In the ballroom community, gay men are often called ButchQueens, while trans
women are often called FemQueens. Our unhoused ButchQueens and FemQueens
need help. These are people’s children, grandchildren, students, neighbors, and
friends.

According to The Trevor Project’s 2025 research, many LGBTQ+ young people
continue to face food insecurity and unmet basic needs. Some of that pain begins
when families lean on religion to justify rejection. But rejection is not the only
religious story.

According to Pew Research Center’s 2025 reporting, nearly half of LGBTQ
adults in America still identify with a religion. That means many LGBTQ+ people
still believe, still pray, still attend services, and still seek a relationship with God
or a higher power.

There are openly gay pastors in Christian churches. Some Christian and Catholic
spaces have become more welcoming to LGBTQ+ members. According to the As-
sociated Press, the United Methodist Church voted in 2024 to repeal its longtime
ban on LGBTQ clergy. There are also openly gay rabbis, and according to the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency, LGBTQ representation in rabbinical schools and Jewish
leadership has grown significantly.

Still, many people remain hidden in churches, mosques, synagogues, temples,
and other religious spaces. Some people once called this being “Down Low.” To-
day, many simply say “DL.” When people feel forced to hide who they are, they
may also hide who they are dating, who they are sleeping with, and whether they
are practicing safe sex.

The issue is not that men sleep with men. The issue is that people, in general,
sometimes are not honest about their partners, protection, or sexual health. Ac-
cording to the CDC, testing, condoms, treatment, and honest conversations are all
important parts of preventing sexually transmitted infections.

Pride Month should not only be about visibility. It should also be about safety,
honesty, faith, and love. Maybe the real question is not whether LGBTQ+ people
can belong in religious spaces. Maybe the question is whether religious spaces are
willing to love people fully, truthfully, and without conditions.

No shade.

Dennis Richmond, Jr. (@NewYorkStakz) is a journalist, historian, and edu-
cator from Yonkers, NY. He writes to uplift unheard voices, honor history, and
inspire change.
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hundreds of specialized cameras that blanket Westchester County (‘“Westches-
ter” or the “County”) and indiscriminately record each passing vehicle—24 hours
a day, 365 days a year. The system is unlawful because it violates the constitution-
ally protected privacy rights of people across the County and because Defendants
created and continue to operate it without any statutory authority

The system’s cameras have recorded Named Plaintiffs and their vehicles as they
travel to work, political organizing events, medical appointments, protests, repro-
ductive health clinics, and religious services across Westchester County and the
surrounding areas. In doing so, the cameras collect and store numerous specific
details about each of their vehicles—not only pinpoint location data, but also li-
cense plate numbers, makes and models, colors, and other unique characteristics
like bumper stickers. The cameras even have the ability to capture photographs and
video of the faces of drivers and their passengers.

The information collected in this dragnet amounts to a digital dossier on thecom-
ings and goings of Named Plaintiffs and all other drivers in Westchester County. In
2024 alone, WCPD’s system created and collected over 264 million time-stamped
recordings of vehicles. And yet, by WCPD’s own admission, over 99 percent of
those records lacked any connection to any suspected criminal activity. In 2023,
WCPD estimated that the Vehicle Surveillance System contained roughly 1.6 bil-
lion recordings.

By default, WCPD stores all of these vehicle surveillance data in a centralized,

searchable database for at least two years—though WCPD retains data about
some law-abiding drivers, like Plaintiffs Ann Umemoto and Lora Nelson, for even
longer, without notice or explanation. WCPD maximizes its exploitation of these
data by contracting with a surveillance corporation named Rekor Systems, Inc.
(“Rekor”) to provide it with proprietary software that WCPD’s Vehicle Surveil-
lance System allows law enforcement agencies to surveil and investigate people at
a scale and speed that would have been impossible even a decade ago.

The system’s vast amount of data and Al-powered analytics reveal habits, asso-
ciations, and insights that go far beyond what any human could perceive on their
own. As Rekor puts it, “we see more than points on a map—we see families mov-
ing . . . and people interacting.”

At the same time, the system reflects and perpetuates historical patterns of over-
policing and over-criminalization that long predate it. The cameras are heavily
concentrated in non-white-majority neighborhoods near the Westchester-Bronx
border, where residents are predominantly Black and Latine, resulting in dispro-
portionate surveillance of all those who live, work, and commute throughout those
areas.

WCPD also makes the data available to out-of-state and federal law enforcement
entities, including Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”), without mean-
ingful restrictions. Consequently, New Yorkers engaged in lawful conduct are at
risk of having their movements shared with and tracked by law enforcement agen-
cies in other jurisdictions. This includes Plaintiff Lora Nelson, who drives through
Westchester County to volunteer as a clinic escort for women seeking reproductive
health care, and Plaintiff Sarah Moore, who drivesthroughout Westchester to ob-
serve and document federal immigration enforcement operations.

The breadth and sophistication of WCPD’s Vehicle Surveillance System en-
able it to capture and analyze the long-term travel patterns of drivers throughout
Westchester County. Combined with the lack of safeguards on its use and misuse,
Defendants’ operation of this Vehicle Surveillance System violates the New York
State Constitution’s protections against unreasonable searches and seizures.

Independently, WCPD lacks any statutory authority to operate this unconstitu-
tional Vehicle Surveillance System. Executive agencies like WCPD possess only
the power granted to them by legislatures. Yet neither the Westchester County
Board of Legislators nor the New York State Legislature has granted WCPD the
power to establish this sprawling surveillance system. No law gives WCPD the
authority to surveil the movements of drivers in Westchester County who have no
connection to crime and to store hundreds of millions of vehicle records for at least
two years in a searchable database accessible to thousands of officers both inside
and outside the County. And because there is no law granting authority, there are
no statutory guardrails to protect against violations and harm. Defendants’ opera-
tion of this Vehicle Surveillance System exceeds their authority,” states the lawsuit
and their central argument. In addition to Plaintiffs Lora Nelson and Sarah Moore,
Leah Nelson and Yukiko Ann Umemoto are also plaintiffs filing suit. The New
York Civil Liberties Union is representing the plaintiffs.
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Negative Ads Against Cait, continued from pg 1-

or YouTube channels over the past week. The ad highlights the ongoing work of ICE and the separation of immigrant communities, and then claims “while Cait Conley
profited by over $325,000 from firms supporting the apparatus weaponized by ICE. True activists fought ICE’s atrocities, but Conley kept collecting. That’s not progressive,
that’s profiteering.”

The ad is paid for by Progressive Champions PAC, which sounds like a democratic leaning group but in reality is a secret republican funded group which is dumping up to
$1 Million in negative ads against Cait Conley in NY-17, according to several published reports and democrats. The question that many want to know if why is a republican
funded group putting their dollars in an attempt to make Conley lose the democratic primary on June 23, (and in early voting now)?

“Cait Conley is the one that [Mike Lawler] doesn’t want to see. Just today, a Republican backed Dark Money group put almost $1 million into an IE to go against her
specifically, said Morgan Hook, Blue Jacket Strategies, on Spectrum News.

Due to Federal Election Commission campaign laws, donors can fund Political Action Committee’s without identifying their identity. And that is the case with Progressive
Champions PAC.

Progressive Champions PAC is a GOP front, wrote Judd Legum, https://popular.info/p/progressive-champions-pac-is-a-gop. A Popular Information investigation, how-
ever, reveals that Progressive Champions PAC is tied to the Congressional Leadership Fund (CLF), the super PAC of the House Republican leadership. Progressive Cham-
pions PAC is part of a network of sham “progressive” PACs attempting to influence key Democratic primaries across the country.

On its website, Progressive Champions PAC says, “Our mission is simple: elect bold, progressive candidates up and down the ballot who will fight for working families,
protect our democracy, and build a future that works for everyone.”

Westchester County Executive Ken Jenkins posted, “Republicans are so desperate to hold onto power that they’re now trying to rig the playing field by meddling in a
Democratic primary. It’s a cynical, dishonest tactic that shows just how afraid they are of facing a strong Democratic nominee in November. The voters of the 17th Congres-
sional District won’t be fooled by these political games. Our elections belong to the people—not to Republican strategists in Washington trying to manipulate the outcome
for their own benefit.”

Neither Jenkins, nor Westchester Congressman George Latimer have endorsed a democratic candidate in NY-17.

While five democrats are running in the democratic primary in NY-17, most believe the contest is between Conley, and Rockland County Legislator Beth Davidson. Many
of us in NY-17 have also seen a TV ad paid for by Davidson’s campaign laying out the same allegations against Conley.

And while no democrat will directly link Progressive Champions PAC to the Davidson campaign, the Conley campaign did say in their release about the meddling that
“Responding to a plea from Beth Davidson, a MAGA Dark-Money Super PAC is now spending nearly $1 million falsely attacking veteran Cait Conley.”

Conley said, “Republican dark money Super PACs are targeting me with false attacks because they know I’m the only candidate who will beat Mike Lawler in November.

“Mike Lawler and his MAGA allies are scared, and they should be. As a West Point Grad and Army Special Operations combat veteran, I have spent my entire life serving
our country and taking on the hardest fights when the stakes couldn’t be higher. If they think this is going to intimidate me, they have no idea who they are messing with.
And Republicans are seriously underestimating NY-17 democrats who will see through their political lies and deceit. I’'m ready to bring real leadership to Congress, not
more political games.

“I am running to stop the greed, corruption, and chaos caused by this Trump Administration and enabled by cowards in Congress like Mike Lawler. They know I will rein
in ICE and demand accountability for the abuses of power we have seen, and they are scared of it. Make no mistake — they will fail here as well. We have the momentum
and we will win on June 23rd and take the fight right to Mike Lawler,” said Conley, with the campaign pointing to the following Fact Check.

Cait Conley does not work for or with ICE. Cait Conley does not work for or with Palantir. Cait consults for two technology firms. These companies have nothing to do
with immigration enforcement, and neither have contracts with ICE.

However, unique to New York, career political operative and politician Beth Davidson has actually called on these outside groups for support in a desperate attempt to
save her flailing campaign, directing them with a redbox message they are now mirroring exactly.

The redbox message states, Last updated: May 20, 2026 “Voters need to see on television that Cait Conley currently works for two Al companies that help Donald Trump’s
DHS and ICE track and detain law-abiding immigrants and American citizens. Conley has refused to quit, even after ICE killed two Americans in Minneapolis, expanding
her work and earning over $325k. Meanwhile, Beth Davidson is standing up to Donald Trump and Mike Lawler and protecting Rockland County from ICE’s recklessness.”

Mike Lawler and Beth Davidson are attempting to draw false links between Cait’s work and ICE that do not exist,” end of Conley response.

Both Davidson and Effie Phillips-Staley, another democrat in the NY-17 primary, condemned the attack ads against Conley in statements.

The Lawler campaign, also not directly tied to the ad or the Progressive Champions PAC, has frequently send out campaign emails attacking Conley. Their latest, titled
“CAIT CONLEY’S EMPLOYER SELLS AI TO ICE AND TOUTS ITS PALANTIR PARTNERSHIP. WHY IS CAIT CONLEY LYING ABOUT IT?” makes the same
arguments that both Progressive Champions PAC and Beth Davison make. So, if we can’t verify where the Progressive Champions PAC $$$$ came from to pay for the
Conley negative ads, can we at least deduce that the Republican Congressional Campaign Committee and Congressman Lawler’s campaign, would prefer to run against
Davidson, and not Conley, in November?

DCCC Spokesperson Riya Vashi said, “Desperate D.C. Republicans are so terrified Mike Lawler will lose in November that they’re resorting to meddling in yet another
Democratic primary. It’s just the latest sign that Lawler knows he can’t win on his toxic record of rubber-stamping Donald Trump’s extreme agenda of raising costs and gut-
ting health care — and Democrats will make sure NY-17 voters know exactly who’s behind these shameless and frankly pathetic tactics.”

LEGAL NOTICE

The resolution, a summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on
May 5, 2026, and an abstract thereof has been published and posted as required by
law and the period of time has elapsed for the submission and filing of a petition
for a permissive referendum and a valid petition has not been submitted and filed.
The validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter
contested only if such obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for
which the TOWN OF EASTCHESTER, in the County of Westchester, New York,
is not authorized to expend money or if the provisions of law which should have
been complied with as of the date of publication of this notice were not substan-
tially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is
commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of the notice, or such
obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the constitution.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COSI.
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NOTICE OF SALE

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF EASTCHESTER
JOSEPH D. DOOLEY

Town Clerk

Town of Eastchester, New York

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF EASTCHESTER, NEW YORK,
ADOPTED MAY 5, 2026, AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION OF VARI-
OUS IMPROVEMENTS AT LAKE ISLE COUNTRY CLUB, STATING THE
ESTIMATED TOTAL COST THEREOF IS $110,500; APPROPRIATING SAID
AMOUNT THEREFOR; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $110,500
SERIAL BONDS OF SAID TOWN TO FINANCE SAID APPROPRIATION.

Object or purpose: to construct various improvements at Lake Isle
Country Club, including tree removal, at the estimated cost of $10,000; retaining
wall at kiddie pool, at the estimated cost of $75,500; golf starter clock, at the esti-
mated cost of $10,000; and safety berm, at the estimated cost of $15,000.

Amount of obligations

to be issued: $110,500
Period of probable
usefulness: fifteen (15) years

A complete copy of the Bond Resolution summarized above shall be available
for public inspection during normal business hours at the office of the Town Clerk,
Town Hall, 40 Mill Road, Eastchester, New York.

Dated: May 5, 2026

Eastchester, New York

SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

The Bank of New York Mellon Trust Company, N.A. f/k/a The Bank of New
York Trust Company, N.A. as Trustee for Multi-class Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, ChaseFlex Trust Series 2007-2,

Plaintiff,

Against

Ismael Vargas; Morel Carmen; Sonya Quintana

Defendant(s)

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale, duly entered 06/13/2024, 1,
the undersigned Referee, will sell at public auction, in the lobby of the Westches-
ter County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, NY
10601 on 7/6/2026 at 9:30AM , premises known as 27 Radford Street, Yonkers,
New York 10705 a/k/a 25 Radford Street, Yonkers, New York 10705, and de-
scribed as follows:

ALL that certain plot piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and improve-
ments thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County of
Westchester and State of New York.

Section 1 Block 117 Lot 23, 24 and 25.

The approximate amount of the current Judgment lien is $939,640.48 plus in-
terest and costs. The Premises will be sold subject to provisions of the aforesaid
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale; Index # 51062/2019

Stuart Ball, Esq., Referee.

SHELDON MAY & ASSOCIATES Attorneys at Law, 255 Merrick Road, Rock-
ville Centre, NY 11570

Dated: 4/23/2026 File Number: 35091 CA
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To commence the 30 days statutory
time period for appeals as of right
(CPLR 5512 [2]), you are advised to
serve a copy of this order, with
notice of entry, upon all parties

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

X
ANABEL CRUZ GARCIA,
Plaintiff,
-against- ORDER
ERICK FIGUEROA GONZALEZ,
Index No.: 51109/2025
Defendant.
X

HYER, J.S.C.

This matter was commenced with Plaintiff's filing of a summons and complaint
(hereinafter “Complaint™),' seeking a judgment of divorce dissolving the parties’ marriage
pursuant to New York State Domestic Relations Law (hereinafter “DRL™) § 170(7), based on an
alleged itretrievable breakdown of the parties’ relationship for a period in excess of six months.?
along with other ancillary relief. Notably, no documents have been filed with respect to personal
service of the Complaint by Plaintiff on Defendant.

On March 2, 2026, Plaintiff filed a request for judicial intervention,’ along with the
following documents: (1) a notice of motion; (2) proposed Order; and, (3) “Exhibit A (hereinafter
“Motion Sequence No. 17),* seeking an ex-parre Order of this Court granting Plaintiff leave to

serve the Complaint by an alternative means of service, that being service by publication.

! See, NYSCEF Doc. No. I.

% See, NYSCEF Doc. No. 1, § “Fifth”.
? See, NYSCEF Doc. No. 4.

* See, NYSCEF Doc. Nos. 2-3 & 5

Page 1 of 4

On March 3, 2026, an Order was entered, directing that Plaintiff appear in-person on March
9, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. for oral argument regarding Motion Sequence No. 1.

On March 9, 2026, a conference was held before the undersigned, whereafier an Order’
was entered granting the relief sought in Motion Sequence No. 1 on the record, permitting Plaintiff
to effectuate service of the Defendant by publication, specifically directing that the Plaintiff serve
the Complaint and the Order resolving Motion Sequence No. 1, by publishing same within
“Yonkers Rising” for a period of once per week for three consecutive weeks, with such service
being effectuated by May 4, 2026, and a preliminary conference thereafter being held on May 8,
2026 at 2:00 p.m.

On May 8, 2026, a conference was held before Hon. Rolf M. Thorsen, J.S.C. in the absence
of the undersigned, wherein Plaintiff appeared as a self-represented litigant and Defendant failed
to appear or request an adjournment of the conference, with Plaintiff being assisted by a Spanish
language Court interpreter, whereafter Plaintiff submitted proof of service by publication
(hereinafter “Proof of Publication™),® confirming she had effectuated service on Defendant
pursuant to this Court’s Order, which was later filed by this Court. Therefore, the conference
proceeded in Defendant’s absence.

Pursuant to the Part Rules of the Hon. James L. Hyer, 1.S.C. § (E)(a):

“Counsel, including per diem covering counsel, and self-represented
litigants, must appear on time, be fully familiar with the action(s) on which
they appear, be authorized and prepared to discuss all factual and legal
issues presented by the litigation and settlement demands or offers, and be
authorized to enter into any agreement on behalf of their client. Failure to
comply with this Rule may be treated as a default for purposes of 22
NYCRR § 202.27 and/or may be treated as a failure to appear for purposes
of 22 NYCRR § 130.2.1. In matrimonial actions, attorneys must appear with

their clients for all conferences, unless such appearances are dispensed with
by the Court on prior written request, on notice to the adversary, and if

5 See, NYSCEF Doc. No. 8.
¢ See, NYSCEF Doc. No. 9.
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applicable, the children(s)’s attorney(s). If counsel or a party is unable to
appear on time due to unforeseen circumstances (i.e., delays due to
inclement weather or road closures), counsel should contact opposing
counsel(s), and advise the Part Clerk or Court’s staff, by telephone, as soon
as possible. Tardy arrivals will not be tolerated.”
Pursuant to the Part Rules of the Hon. James L. Hyer, J.S.C. § (E)(b):
“A request to adjourn a conference must be made in writing, by NYSCEF
ONLY, except as provided in Section C(a), at least two (2) full business
days in advance of the scheduled conference, unless there is an emergency.”
Pursuant to Uniform Rules of the New York State Trial Courts § 202.27:
“At any scheduled call of a calendar or at any conference, if all parties do
not appear and proceed or announce their readiness to proceed immediately
or subject to the engagement of counsel, the judge may note the default on

the record and enter an order as follows:

(a) If the plaintiff appears but the defendant does not, the judge may grant
judgment by default or order an inquest.

(b) If the defendant appears but the plaintiff does not, the judge may dismiss
the action and may order a severance of counterclaims or cross-claims.

(c) If no party appears, the judge may make such order as appears just.”

ACCORDINGLY, IT IS HEREBY:

ORDERED that the Defendant is in default; and it is hereby

ORDERED that an Inquest shall be held on July 10, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., wherein all
parties must appear in-person to address all of the issues pending before this Court pertaining to
this action, including but not limited to: (1) grounds for dissolution of the parties’ marriage; (2)
equitable distribution of marital property; (3) declaration of separate property; (4) claims of
dissipation; (5) spousal support and maintenance; (6) child custody, access and support; (7)
resumption of pre-marriage surnames; (8) attorneys’ fees and litigation expense requests; and (9)

any other issucs arising out of the requested dissolution of the parties’ marriage; and it is further
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Teacher Arrested, continued from pg 1-

identified as the suspect.

Kropa was subsequently taken into custody in connection with the incident.

Kropa was charged with:

* Public Lewdness — Class B Misdemeanor

Kropa was arraigned in the Town of Patterson Justice Court and released on
his own recognizance.” end of release.

Since then there has been very little additional information, including a “we
can’t comment on a personell matter” from the Mahopac School District.

Facebook comments below the Sherift’s release claim that Kropka is a Span-
ish Teacher at Mahopac High School. One post reprinted an email-letter from
the school district.

“Something popped off

Dear Mahopac Community,

We are writing to inform you that we are aware of a recent incident involving
one of our employees.

Please be assured that we are currently cooperating fully with local law en-
forcement as they conduct their investigation and are taking this matter seri-
ously. As this is an active investigation, we are unable to share any personnel
details or further specifics at this time.

Our top priority remains the safety, well-being, and trust of our students, par-
ents and community. We are committed to maintaining our operations with the
high standards of integrity you expect from us.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

Sincerely, Frank Miele, Superintendent of Schools.”

A database of salaries for NY State employees lists does show Craig A. Kropa
as a teacher in 2023-24.

Another comment said the incident occurred at 130pm in the middle of the
day on a Wednesday, a school day.

Kropka’s photo appeared on Facebook in a group photo, which we cropped,
and confirmed his identity with parents and students at Mahopac High School.

Also unclear is if any disciplinary action has been taken against Kropka, or if
he will be suspended or terminated from his position. He was only charged with
a misdemeanor, how ever strange and perverse it may be.

Westchester Rising
PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388. Proudly serving the the people of Yon-
kers with hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association.

Legal notice inquiries to: risinglegalnotice@gmail.com.
Daniel Murphy, Publisher & Editor in Chief, dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com.

Bayan Baker, Assistant to the Editor in Chief risingmediagroup@gmail.com.

Notice of Formation of Infinity Strategies Group LLC. Arts of Org. Filed
with SSNY on September 1, 2025. Office location: Westchester County, New
York. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 255 Huguenot
Street, Apt 913, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of M.C.K. VENTURES LLC of Org. filed with the SSNY
on03/31/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process
to MCK VENTURES LLC 465 TUCKAHOE ROAD, #1304 YONKERS, NY,
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of Digital Infrastructure Services LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with NY Dept. of State on 10/22/25. Office: Westchester County. NY DOS des-
ignated as agent for service of process; DOS shall mail copy of process to 7
Ridgeway Cir White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

ORDERED that by July 3, 2026, both parties shall file with the Court the following: (1)
Witness List for all witnesses to provide testimony at the Inquest with the understanding that if
witnesses are not disclosed they will precluded from testifying at the Inquest; and (2) Exhibit List
with copies of all exhibits to be utilized at the Inquest with the understanding that if disclosure is
not made pursuant to this directive exhibits will be precluded at Inquest; and it is further

ORDERED that by June 26, 2026, Plaintiff shall serve Defendant with a copy of this
Order with Notice of Entry, and a Notice, including a brief statement of the nature of the action
and the relief sought: the sum of money for which judgment may be taken in case of default; a
brief description of any real property of which title, possession, use or enjoyment could be affected

by a default, within “Yonkers Rising”, (914) 815-1388 — dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com — P.O.

Box 705 Yonkers, NY 10702, as a publication identified that would most likely give notice to the
Defendant of such Order and Notice, such documents to be published once per week, for three
successive weeks; and it is further

ORDERED that by June 26, 2026, Plaintiff shall file with the Court proof of service of
this Order with Notice of Entry via publication as set forth herein-above, by way of an affidavit or
affirmation of service.

The foregoing constitutes the Decision and Order of the Court.

ENTE 2 j

HONA/JAMES L. HYEI{,}S.C.

Dated: White Plains, New York
May 8, 2026
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