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A prior mug shot of Brandon Scerri, from one of his many other robber-
ies he particpated in down the east coast

On June 26-the Hastings on Hudson Police Department released the fol-
lowing statement.”As you may be aware, on Saturday, May 11, 2024, at ap-
proximately 5:19 am, the Hastings-on-Hudson Police Department received a 
911 call from a resident of Broadway reporting her house was currently be-
ing burglarized by a man armed with a handgun. Hastings-on-Hudson Police 
Officers were dispatched to the scene along with mutual aid from the Dobbs 
Ferry Police Department. The officers checked the home, and it was deter-
mined that the suspect had fled before their arrival. The Hastings-on-Hudson 
Detective Division began an investigation and was assisted by the Yonkers 
Police Department Detective Division, the Westchester Real Time Crime 
Center, the Greenburgh Task Force, and the FBI Westchester Safe Street 
Task Force. After a lengthy investigation, on Wednesday, June 26, 2024, the 
perpetrator, in this case, will be formally charged with this crime. He will be 

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano announced the inaugural school year of the 
Yonkers Safe Stop program, which utilizes cameras installed on District 
school buses to effectively capture stop-arm events and reduce the number 
of violations and injuries caused by motorists who disregard the school bus 
stop-arm, has yielded 18,132 violations since its official launch in November 
2023. The month of May had the largest total of violations issued with 3,556.

“The numbers are truly staggering, especially for drivers rendered with sec-
ond and third offenses,” said Mayor Spano. “We launched this program to 
protect our children. These stop-arm safety cameras will continue to help us 
enforce the laws of passing a school bus. I hope motorists will think twice 
before passing a school bus when the stop-arm is extended.” 

“The safety of our students is our highest priority. The success of the Yon-
kers Safe Stop program underscores our commitment to ensuring that every 
child arrives at school and returns home safely,” said Superintendent Aníbal 
Soler, Jr. “This initiative not only holds drivers accountable but also raises 

	        L-R Regina De Natale, Stella Oliver, Judi Forrest
Every Tuesday morning during the golf season (April-October) a group of 

38 women tee off at Sprain Lake Golf Course in Yonkers. They are members 
of the Sprain Lake Women’s Golf League, which recently celebrated its 65th 
anniversary and the distinction as the oldest women’s public golf league in 
Westchester County.

A group of current and former members gathered at Sprain Lake to celebrate 
this momentous event on June 25, 2024. Included in the gathering of 50 were 
past and present members, Commissioner of Parks  Recreation and Conserva-
tion  Kathy O’ Connor, Director of Golf for Westchester County, Rich Belizze,  
Head Pro at Sprain, Tom Avezzano and others.

We spoke to Judith Forrest, a member of the Jubilee Committee about the 
continued success of this special group. “In 1996, after leaving Knollwood 
Country Club, I joined the ladies group at Sprain”. “I met the women and they 
were extremely friendly, cordial and nice, and had great knowledge of golf.  It 

House Speaker 
Mike Johnson, right  
made his second trip 
to the 17-congres-
sional district of NY 
to support Rep. Mike 
Lawler

former Congress-
man Mondaire Jones, 
with a supporter in 
Peekskill 

By Dan Murphy 

Westchester demo-
crats in the 16th con-
gressional district are 
dealing with political 
fatigue from the Jamaal 
Bowman-George Lat-
imer primary. Voters 
were inundated with 
mailers and TV ads, 
which after a saturation 
point, do nothing but 
annoy and turn off the 
voters
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New Rochelle Woman Arrested by 
SPCA for Animal Abandonment 

       GOP Picks Dr. Miriam Flisser to  
Challenge Latimer for Congress-NY-16

SPCA Westchester announced that their Humane Law Enforcement Unit 
(HLE), under the direction of Ernest Lungaro, and with the assistance of the 
New Rochelle Police Department, arrested Marissa Levy and charged her with 
animal abandonment.

On June 11th a video captured a small Labrador Retriever puppy, now named 
Rosie, being dumped out of a car and onto Lotus Road in New Rochelle. The 
video was posted on the SPCA’s social media pages and thanks to an anony-
mous tip called into SPCA Westchester’s Confidential Animal Cruelty Hotline, 
Ms. Levy was identified. She was arrested on June 25th and issued a desk ap-
pearance ticket with a return date of July 9th.

“We will never understand how someone could so callously abandon a de-
fenseless animal and are so thankful that a Good Samaritan acted swiftly and 
rescued Rosie,” said Shannon Laukhuf, SPCA Westchester’s Chief Executive 
Officer.

Had Rosie run into the street, it could have ended very badly, and she could 
have sustained serious injuries, or worse. Fortunately, Rosie is safe and has 
been adopted by the Good Samaritan who found her. If you witness or suspect 
an animal is being mistreated or neglected, please call the SPCA’s Cruelty Ho-
tline at (914) 941-7797.

Link to Video: https://www.instagram.com/reel/C8moytpO2CD/?igsh=c3Ft
MTJzMTBibXk2

SPCA Westchester is a No-Kill Animal Rescue Center located in Briarcliff 
Manor and is NOT affiliated with any national animal welfare organizations. 
Learn more at spcawestchester.org.

__________________________________________________________

Dr. Flisser has deep roots in Westchester and the Bronx, and an inspiring biog-
raphy. She came to the United States as a child refugee from Eastern Europe and 
was raised in the Bronx before moving to Westchester. She served as the Mayor 
of Scarsdale following two terms as a Village Trustee, including service as Vil-
lage Police Commissioner and Village Fire Commissioner.

Currently, she runs her own pediatric practice in Bronxville, and serves as 
Medical Director for schools in both Westchester and the Bronx. She graduated 
from The Bronx High School of Science, followed by New York University’s 
Bronx campus; and The Albert Einstein College of Medicine. After moving to 
Westchester, Dr. Flisser has continued to serve the Bronx and Westchester com-
munities for decades as a voluntary physician in numerous capacities.

A registered independent, Flisser won her three elections in Scarsdale on an 
independent “NonPartisan” ballot line. In 2022, she ran a spirited challenge 
against the current incumbent Congressman, Jamaal Bowman, and looks for-
ward to building on that base this year. A dedicated public servant and trusted 
pediatrician with crossover appeal, Dr. Flisser’s message resonates with voters 
of all walks of life who embrace common sense solutions to rein in an outof-
control federal government.

Said Flisser, “From inflation to border security, to crime, to parental rights, 
our federal government has failed the American people. We need a new voice in 
Washington who will stand up for our values. The Democrats have offered the 
voters of the 16th Congressional District a choice between a Defund the Police, 
anti-Israel radical who gives aid and comfort to terrorists, and a career politician 
who has raised taxes at every level of government in which he served over the 
past four decades. Both would continue the failed policies currently on display 
in our nation’s capital. I’m a pediatrician – not a politician – and my campaign 
will offer the voters an obvious choice that embraces common sense to build 
consensus, and rejects the current dysfunction and incompetence of our federal 
government and its representatives.”

Flisser received 36% of the vote in 2022 against Bowman. She will now face 
off against George Latimer in November. We have been informed that Bowman 
has declined to continue to run on the Working Families Party line after Latimer 
defeated him in the democratic primary on June 25. “Today’s primary results 
prove that NY-16 wants change. A vote for George Latimer is a vote for Joe 
Biden’s radical Democratic Party that has allowed inflation, crime, and illegal 
immigration to bring fear to Westchester. I am running to bring common sense 
back to Washington,” Tweeted Flisser. who has a website miriam4congress.
com/, x.com/levittflisser.

_____________________________________________________________

Dr. Miriam Leavitt Flisser
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By Eric Wolf Schoen

The Westchester Coalition for Clean Water     	
	    (WCCW) Announces Formation

continued on  pg 6-

   
Who Are We Voting for President This Year?

The Westchester Coalition For Clean Water, (WCCW), announces its forma-
tion at today’s Summer Riverfront Kickoff at Habirshaw Park on the Hudson in 
Yonkers. WCCW is committed to achieving, maintaining, and protecting clean 
water in all of Westchester’s waterways for all community members now and 
for the future. 

The coalition has formed to push for greater actions by Westchester County 
and local governments on issues including water pollution from our sewers, 
flooding from stormwater, safe fishing and shellfishing and increasing access to 
our waterfronts. WCCW is calling for all waterways in Westchester to be clean 
and healthy, free of trash and sewage, and flood resilient within 10 years. 

WCCW membership includes Riverkeeper, Sarah Lawrence College Center 
for the Urban River at Beczak (CURB), Federated Conservationists of West-
chester County, Groundwork Hudson Valley, Bronx River Alliance, the Citizens 
Advisory Committee of the Long Island Sound Study, Yonkers Paddling and 
Rowing Club, and Beczak Environmental Education Center. These organiza-
tions, who have been working together as partners in water quality monitoring 
and as members of the Westchester Climate Crisis Task Force Water Commit-
tee, agree that a stronger focus on water health and safety is needed in West-
chester, especially in light of the increased stress that climate change is placing 
on our water infrastructure, including increased storms and sea level rise.

Today’s announcement took place on the waterfront in Yonkers where the 
wastewater treatment plant discharges untreated and partially treated sewage 
into the Hudson River when it rains. So far in 2023 alone, this County-owned 
treatment plant has discharged over 800 million gallons of partially treated 
sewage into the Hudson. The Yonkers plant takes the wastewater from the ri-
vertowns upstream and the discharges pollute the river and leave solid waste 
on the Yonkers waterfront.

Riverkeeper President and Hudson Riverkeeper Tracy Brown, a WCCW co-
chair  said, “In the face of our changing environmental conditions and our aging 
infrastructure, it is concerning that Westchester is not sufficiently prioritizing 
clean and healthy water for all of our residents. I am grateful to have a coalition 
dedicated to this critical work and look forward to putting clean, healthy, and 
accessible water at the top of the priority list for our local and county govern-
ments.”   She added, “Each of our members are leading advocates and protec-
tors of the waters they serve. By coming together as a coalition, our individual 
voices and efforts are amplified exponentially, allowing us to assess and meet 
all of the challenges facing Westchester’s waterways.” 

NY Co-chair of the Citizens Advisory Committee of the Long Island Sound 
Study, Nancy Seligson, a WCCW co-chair, said, “Events like these showcase 
the beauty of Westchester’s waterways, the Hudson, the Long Island Sound and 
all the lakes, rivers, ponds and tributaries in between. These treasures have to 
be protected from sewage and other pollutants that are detrimental to our envi-
ronment and pose health risks to Westchester residents.”

Executive Director of Groundwork Hudson Valley, Oded Holzinger, said “In-
tensifying flood events, degradation of the natural habitat, and compromised 
water quality are all climate and environmental hazards that are interconnected 
and know no municipal boundaries. Westchester County is home to some of 
the most densely populated watersheds in New York, many of them flow in the 
direction of the most climate vulnerable communities, making this an environ-
mental justice issue. This is why the formation of this coalition is so crucial for 
bringing together key stakeholders to provide comprehensive solutions.”

President of Beczak Environmental Education Center, Marcia Cooper, said, 
“It is of utmost importance to replace and/or upgrade current sewage and storm-
water infrastructure that dates from the 1800’s as well as the Sewage Treatment 
Plants in the area to ensure the health and well being of the waterways. The 
public health and environment is currently at risk and now is the time to solve 
this problem. Keep sewage and stormwater separate.”

Commodore of the Yonkers Paddling and Rowing Club, Lee Wordsman, 	

I hope you had a nice 4th of July holiday, whether you celebrated it last week-
end, the weekend before or like many for the unofficial 9 day period. In conver-
sation with friends, many people skipped the traditional family barbecues, and 
one friend just served hot dogs to his guests. The cost of everything related to a 
barbecue has gone up, and folks cannot afford to put steak on the grill anymore. 

Was it the heat that caused people to stop barbecuing? Or are people so tired 
from everything that they decided to pass on the  steak, ribs, chicken and every-
thing else associated with our traditional outdoor holiday meal. Which leads me 
to the question: Who are We voting for President in November, a mere 4 months 
away. I hear from registered Democrats and Republicans one thing: no one is 
happy with the choices for President this year. 

Isn’t it a shame the quality of candidates Democrat and Republican leaders 
put before us to run our country. Where is George Washington? Abraham Lin-
coln. Even Ronald Reagan, a Republican many Democrats voted for and many 
Republicans nowadays would think is too liberal at least was a leader deserving 
of our respect. One candidate is a convicted felon. The other candidate has a son 
convicted of crimes that any moron would realize his father’s influence was at the 
center of. 

And look at number 2 on the ticket. What has Kamala done to make our country 
a better, safer, place for the citizenry? Where have you gone, Kamala the border 
czar? Certainly not to the Border. Marco Rubio. Do you remember the man who 
belittled him. Called him names like little Marco. And at press time that man is 
considering Marco for Vice President? Marco or the Donald will have to change 
their state of residency to run together. Though it’s a planet and not a state, is Mars 
being considered? 

The Biden vs. Trump debate. How any political handler allowed President 
Biden to get on that stage I will never know. If I handled him and knew the shape 
he was in I would have pulled ‘the President is ill and can’t make it’ with either 
the flu or Covid excuse. I don’t buy the excuse that he has been traveling the 
country and was tired. He knew when the debate was. Why did Joe Biden in the 
shape he is in travel the country? Are members of his family so ruthless that they 
won’t let Biden out of his contract with the American people. Allowing the family 
to make more money with daddies connections?

Mr. Trump. If you believe this man is a true Conservative, I have a bridge in 
Brooklyn to sell you. Look how his positions on the issues have changed for po-
litical purposes over the years. And the way he acts when he is on stage seeking 
public support. We all know a fire alarm pulling Congressman from this area who 
recently lost the Democratic nomination because he carried on like a circus barker 
on stage. 

People are tired of the screaming and the tumult on the American political 
stage. Politicians need to kiss babies and offer solutions to the problems facing 
this country. We have migrants crossing the border staying in fancy hotels in New 
York City while New Yorkers live in public housing painted in lead peeling from 
the ceiling causing health issues for so many. New Yorkers standing in line At 
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2% Mansion Tax in Bedford, or Anywhere in
Westchester  is a Bad Idea. We already pays the 
highest property taxes in the USA! 

			           Buying Comics! 	
                             Looking for 1960’s-1990’s I PAY CASH!  

              Located in Yonkers Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.

By Dan Murphy 

The Town of Bedford is considering a Mansion Tax for home sales over 
$770,000 of up to 2%. While the alleged use of the $1-$5 Million may sound 
like a worthy cause, for open space purchases and water protection, the idea 
of creating another form of property tax in any Westchester County is insan-
ity, in my view. 

And we were glad to find someone in agreement. Former Town Board 
member Don Scott sent out an email blast to residents that reads,

Bedford Doesn’t Need A New “Mansion Tax”
Dear Neighbor,

I hope your summer is off to a great start. With June being such a busy 
month, it’s understandable if you haven’t kept up with all the developments 
from our town board.

Recently, the town board has been considering a referendum for a new 
“mansion tax” of up to 2% on home sales over $770,000 to fund land pur-
chases for open space and water protection. Estimates suggest this added tax 
could generate $1 million to $5 million annually. If approved in November, 
Bedford would be the first and only town in Westchester County with such a 
tax. While it’s often good to be a frontrunner, leading the county in taxes is 
not something our town should aspire to.

I believe this new tax is a bad idea. Combined with existing fees—real 
estate commissions, the New York State 1% mansion tax, a 1% mortgage 
tax, and a 0.5% title insurance tax—selling a home in Bedford could incur 
costs exceeding 10%. Proponents argue that the buyer pays this tax, but it 
effectively reduces the sale proceeds, impacting affordability for buyers and 
putting Bedford sellers at a disadvantage compared to those in neighboring 
communities.

A town board member suggested middle-class homeowners wouldn’t be 
affected since the tax targets homes over Westchester’s median sale price. 
However, all residents will feel the impact because town land purchases for 
open space will remove taxable properties from tax rolls and force existing 
property owners to shoulder a larger share of the town’s tax burden through 
increased property taxes.

We already have a 2% open space levy on our annual tax bills, raising 
$500,000 this year and growing at 3-4% annually. Bedford also boasts sig-
nificant open space. In addition to our town’s large, beautiful parks and sanc-
tuaries, the town purchased almost 200 acres of open space in the past 20 
years through its existing Open Space Fund. There are also large tracts in 
Bedford managed by nonprofits like Westmoreland Sanctuary, Westchester 
Land Trust, Mianus River Gorge, and Marsh Preserve that are open to the 
public. Notably, Bedford also has comprehensive and effective zoning laws 
that prevent the overdevelopment of private properties, which helps keep 
our town green for everyone. Lastly, much of Bedford lies within the New 
York City watershed, which imposes stringent development restrictions to 
protect water quality.

The new tax proposal is being rushed through during the summer, leav-
ing little time for community engagement before the deadline to place the 
referendum on the ballot.

I welcome your feedback on this important issue. And share your opinion 
with the Town Board with an email to board@bedfordny.gov.

Sincerely,
Don Scott
Former Town Board Member
__________________________________________________________

    Westchester Property Owners Avoid Rent 
Freeze, Follwoing Rent Guidelines Board Vote 
       One Year Leases +2.5%; Two Year Leases  +3.5% 

On June 27, the Westchester County Rent Guidelines Board approved a rent 
adjustment of 2.5% for one-year leases and 3.5% for two-year leases starting 
October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025, with a final vote of 6-1.

While the new increases will prevent the destructive and counter-productive 
rent freeze that tenant advocates had been seeking, they do not match the escalat-
ing operating expenses of rent-stabilized buildings. These costs have surged due 
to inflation, rising material costs, and soaring insurance rates over the past year. 

“Once again, property owners are given disappointing rent increases. We have 
the oldest stock of housing which has the highest need for maintenance and re-
pairs. It is becoming increasingly difficult, if not impossible, to provide safe and 
well-maintained units. The Rent Guidelines Board has become our only avenue 
for these necessary increases but year after year, these increases don’t even keep 
up with inflation or the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The board is completely 
skewed towards the tenants, without anyone taking into consideration the docu-
mented facts provided. The system is clearly broken and I fear it won’t get fixed 
until a catastrophic event occurs,” Lisa DeRosa, President of the Building and 
Realty Institute (BRI) and White Plains property owner said. 

With an average rent $1,473 per month across all sizes of rent-stabilized apart-
ments, this would be an average increase of up to $X per month beginning for 
leases beginning on or after October 1, 2024. 

This year, the major points of discussion have been the soaring insurance pre-
miums and the ongoing devaluation of rent-stabilized properties, in addition to 
inflation and rising maintenance costs for property owners. These have contrib-
uted to the number of rent-stabilized units being taken off the market entirely 
since 2019 – nearly 5,000 according to statistics presented to the board by the 
Division of Housing and Community Renewal. 

Insurance premiums have been escalating by an average of 26% annually, 
while coverage is diminishing or challenging to secure. The average cost to in-
sure an affordable apartment has surged to $1,770, marking a 103% increase 
from four years ago when the average annual premium per unit was $869. A 
decrease in insurers willing to provide coverage for multifamily housing, espe-
cially rent-stabilized buildings, has made it increasingly challenging for property 
owners. 

The aftermath of HSTPA in 2019 has led financial lenders to reassess the vi-
ability of granting loans to rent-stabilized properties due to the new regulations 
and years of subpar rent increases. Valuations of the limited multifamily prop-
erty sales have dropped, impacting loans and posing risks to financial institutions 
like Signature Bank and New York Community Bank. Reports indicate that two-
thirds of rent-stabilized buildings in NYC are at risk of selling for less than their 
previous sales price, with a significant portion losing market value since 2018. 

The diminishing property values have restricted property owners’ access to 
loans for essential upkeep, renovations, and maintenance, leading to a rapid de-
terioration of rent-stabilized buildings in the coming years. 

“Every morning, I wake up wondering: How many more years can I afford to 
keep my building in business when I’m faced with abysmally low rent guideline 
increases and my maintenance and repair costs continue to rise? What’s going to 
happen when it’s time for me to refinance my mortgage in a year and I find that 
no bank wants to come near my building because it’s already viewed as a nega-
tive investment?” Alana Ciuffetelli, Chair of BRI’s Apartment Owners Advisory 
Council said during her testimony. “It’s challenging to remain positive as a rent-
stabilized property owner in these times, and these rent guideline increases offer 
a small glimmer of hope amidst the uncertainty.” 

Amid increasing operating expenses, the Housing Stability and Tenant Protec-
tion Act (HSTPA) of 2019 imposed significant limitations on programs for fund-
ing building upgrades and renovations, underscoring the importance of annual 
increases by the Rent Guidelines Board. 

Despite the recent change in legislation which raised the Individual Apartment 
Improvement (IAI) cap to $30,000, this amount falls short for comprehensive 
apartment rehabilitation after a long-term tenant leaves. Renovation costs typi-
cally range from $100,000 to $150,000, especially for extensive repairs. 

A recent survey by BRI revealed that most landlords have refrained from ap-
plying for Major Capital Improvements (MCI), which include essential upgrades 
like boiler replacements, window installations, electrical rewiring, plumbing, 
and roofing. Landlords delaying major renovations are waiting for a more favor-
able economic climate to avoid unforeseen setbacks. According to a study by 
Hudson Valley Patterns for Progress, MCI applications have declined by 83% in 
the last five years. Furthermore, rent guideline board increases have consistently 
lagged behind inflation, with this disparity intensifying over the past four years

_____________________________________________________________. 



 FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024 - WESTCHESTER RISING - PAGE 5

	 Send us your letters, announcements, opinions, photos 
 
       and story ideas to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

        Generation Analysis: How Millenials 
             View Being Americans Today 

		  Letters to the Editor: 

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 12/25/2023 and 4/30/2024. 
40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is 
provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen 
location for details. CA License CLSB #1050316. Central CA License #1096271. License #RCE-50303. OR License #198571. WA License #RENEWAP877BM. WA License #RENEWAW856K6. FL License #CGC1527613. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by 
Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. This was delivered via your local newspaper. RBA13669   *Using U.S. and imported parts.

Save on Windows and Doors!
AND

40%
OFF1

BUY ONE, GET ONE

INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS – MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

$0 Money Down
$0 Interest
$0 Monthly Payments
          for 12 months1

 Monthly Payments

888-448-0421

Call by April 30
for your FREE consultation.

By: Dennis Richmond, Jr.

With the season of The Fourth of July in the air, reflections on American 
identity are more poignant than ever, especially among millennials. For this 
generation, raised amidst rapid technological advancements and societal up-
heavals, defining what it means to be American is a nuanced and often tumultu-
ous journey.

Alajah Whitehead, hailing from Yonkers, NY, captures a prevailing sentiment 
among her peers. She believes many millennials are detached from traditional 
notions of patriotism. “Depending on background and experiences, millennials 
may not feel a strong sense of pride in America,” Whitehead observes. “Some 
feel indifferent, born here by chance rather than choice, while others harbor 
resentment, feeling the country hasn’t reciprocated their allegiance.”

This skepticism towards national pride is compounded by a keen awareness 
of social issues exacerbated by digital connectivity. “Social media has made us 
acutely aware of our country’s flaws,” Whitehead argues. “From systemic in-
justices to unequal policies, how can we celebrate a country that doesn’t ensure 
fairness and equality for all?”

Khendra David, residing in Mount Vernon, NY, echoes similar sentiments 
but emphasizes the healing process amidst adversity. “As a millennial, I’ve en-
dured trauma from multiple crises—from 9/11 to COVID-19,” David shares. 
“These challenges, compounded by personal struggles as a first-generation 
Black American woman, have left many of us exhausted.”

Despite these challenges, David finds solace in local communities that pro-
vide vital support. “In Westchester, I’ve discovered pockets of solidarity,” 
David notes. “These connections nurture resilience and a sense of belonging 
amidst broader disillusionment.”

Their narratives underscore a generational shift in how Americans view their 
national identity. Millennials confront a landscape shaped by global intercon-
nectedness and domestic strife, challenging traditional narratives of patriotism 
rooted in unquestioning allegiance.

As America commemorates its independence, the reflections of young adults 
like Whitehead and David serve as a poignant reminder: patriotism today is di-
verse and complex. It encompasses pride alongside critical examination, unity 
amid division, and hope amidst disillusionment. Their stories illuminate a path 
forward where local communities foster resilience; even as broader national 
institutions face scrutiny.

In this pivotal moment, as the nation grapples with its identity, the voices 
of millennials offer a compelling narrative of resilience and adaptation. Their 
journey reflects a broader societal evolution, where the quest for a meaningful 
American identity continues to unfold amidst modern challenges. As we navi-
gate these complexities, their perspectives challenge us to reimagine patriotism 
not as blind loyalty, but as a dynamic dialogue about justice, equity, and the 
pursuit of a more perfect union.

In the end, the essence of being American lies not just in celebration of inde-
pendence, but in the ongoing commitment to confront and overcome the com-
plexities of our time.

Dennis Richmond, Jr., an educator, historian, and writer, illuminates the 
experiences of Black, Latinx, and LGBTQ+ communities in Yonkers and 
NYC through his journalism. Stay connected with him by following @NewY-
orkStakz on social media.

____________________________________________________________
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LATIMER THANKS VOTERS
Dear Editor,

I’d like to thank the Primary voters of Westchester for their large vote of 
confidence in the June primary for US Congress. I’m deeply indebted to those 
who were supportive of my effort to serve us in the House of Representatives; 
having previously served these communities in the NYS Assembly and NYS 
Senate, as well as Westchester County Executive, I fully intend to continue to 
work as hard as always, to be present in the community, and to deliver results 
that help people.

I will be on the ballot in November on the Democratic line; Election Day Is 
Nov 5. I ask for your support, and promise to earn it every day.

George Latimer
____________________________________________________________

Why I voted for George Latimer...and Race, Religion, and 
even Rhetoric had nothing to do with it 

By Jim Vespe, Mamaroneck 

There’s a lot of discussion now about the Latimer-Bowman Democratic pri-
mary, much if it more nasty than nice: how it took twenty million dollars to 
propel George Latimer to victory, and how Jamaal Bowman didn’t care about 
people who don’t look like him.

But the simple fact is I would have voted for George Latimer even if AIPAC 
or any other group hadn’t spent a dime...or if his opponent were a person 
I worked for twice: Barack Obama...because George Latimer was the most 
qualified candidate I have ever seen run for any public office. 

His experience goes back several decades, from local councilman to county 
legislator to State Senator to County Executive. He’s dealt with passing bills 
and patching pipes to building bridges both literally and politically, and earned 
praise across the political spectrum for persistent effort and personal civility. 

To draw an analogy to his favorite sport, he’s a New York Yankee who has 
never been booed in Boston.

And along the way he’s met just about everyone in Westchester, including 
probably you, not just at major events like holiday parades, school dedica-
tions and library openings, but little get-togethers like block parties and blood 
drives.

I’ve often thought you could call in to WABC radio and ask Curtis Sliwa, 
founder of the Guardian Angels, former New York City mayoral candidate, 
and occasional shooting victim about any neighborhood in New York City and 
Curtis would be able to tell you who the elected officials were, what number 
the police precinct was, and what stores and restaurants were on just about 
any block.

George Latimer knows Westchester the way Curtis Sliwa knows New York 
City. 

I’m certain George will maintain the same level of involvement when he 
goes to Washington, and while I’m sure he hopes fellow Democrat Mondaire 
Jones will join him in Congress, you know if Republican incumbent Mike 
Lawler is re-elected, Latimer will forge a strong bipartisan bond with him to 
serve all residents of the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Simply stated, George Latimer is the best person to represent our district in 
Congress for the next two years. 

And I would have voted for him if his opponent had been someone I ad-
mired in my sixties, Barack Obama, someone I respected in the sixties, John F 
Kennedy, or even someone I revered more than either of those two gentlemen, 
for more than sixty years:...Willie Mays. 

(And please check out the bottom of Mike Vaccaro’s column in the New 
York Post, Sunday, June 23)

____________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________
Notice of Formation of Northern Lights Massage Therapy PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed 

with SSNY on 8/21/23. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 409 North Broad-
way Apt 38 Yonkers NY 10701. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

__________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Lee & Mazie's LLC. Articles of Organization filed with the SSNY 
Office on 04/02/2024 Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to : Lee & Mazie's LLC  1 Sherwood Terrace Apt 5D Yonkers, NY 10704 Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. Latest date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date. 

_____________________________________________________________
Notice of Formation of KW Services NY LLC. Articles of Organization filed with Secre-

tary of State of New York (SSNY) on 3/30/24. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY 
is designated as agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 875 King Street Chappaqua NY 10514. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

_____________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Intentional Journey Psychotherapy, LCSW, PLLC. 
Arts of Org filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 4/8/24. Office location: NY 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon whom process may be served and shall mail 
copy of process against PLLC to 1374 Midland Ave, Suite 410, Bronxville, NY 10708. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

Notice of formation of Studio Elise LLC filed with the SSNY on 04/05/2024. Of-
fice: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whole processes 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of processes to the LLC, 3 Ward Street, 
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Notice of formation of WIT SOCCER LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 4/18/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 390 Heritage Hls, Unit D, Somers, NY 10589-
1989. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Resonance Interactive LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 5/14/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 17 Arlington  Road, Scarsdale NY, 10583. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

		            House for Rent 
2 Bedroom and 1Bath single family home for 
Rent Move in ready, Contact me for details and 
pictures at: johnybanabas@gmail.com 
_____________________________________

Westchester’s Next Huge Congressional Race  continued from pg 1-

But further north in Westchester voters in November will have a huge con-
gressional race in NY-17, which includes Northern Westchester, Rockland and 
Putnam Counties, with Congressman Mike Lawler running against former Con-
gressman Mondaire Jones. 

Lawler is completing his first term. Two years ago he narrowly defeated Con-
gressman Sean Patrick-Maloney by 2200 votes. 

With a Presidential election to increase turnout, Lawler could be in political 
jeopardy. And with Republicans holding a 5 seat majority in the House, every 
seat is important in order for Republican Speaker of the House Mike Johnson to 
keep the gavel next year. 

That is why Speaker Johnson has already made two trips to the distirct, and 
Westchester, to support Lawler. In years past, when the Speaker of the House 
came to your district, it was big news and a big deal. Former Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi came to support Congressman Jamaal Bowman two years ago.

But in a hyper-political climate, the other poltical party uses the Speaker’s 
visit to attack either the conservative far-right, or the progressive far left. 

What it does show to us is that the Speaker knows that the Lawler race is in 
play and that he needs Lawler to win. It also puts Lawler in a good spot to high-
light programs that the Speaker might be able to support in the district. 

Lawler’s opponent is former Congressman Mondaire Jones. Having a  former 
Congressman running against a sitting Congressman is unusual. Jones repre-
sented much of the same district that Lawler now represents. 

Democrats are comfortable with Jones, and state and national democrats feel 
the same way that Johnson and the republicans do about this race. That a Jones 
victory could help tip the balance in the House to the democrats and elect-
Hakeem Jeffries Speaker. 

Jones had a tough couple of weeks leading up to the Bowman-Latimer pri-
mary. Jones publicly supported Latimer. This enraged progressive democrats 
who called Jones’ action a betrayal.  

Some progressive groups pulled their endorsement of Jones and Jones lost a 
Working Families Party primary to an unknown candidate, Anthony Frascone.

Democrats we spoke to said that in November, any fallout from progressive 
democrats anger at Jones will be forgotten. 

“Mondaire needs to get some of the small sliver of undecided voters in this 
race. And the fact that he endorsed George Latimer for Congress, helps with 
independent voters.”

And for Progressive voters and Working Families Party voters in the district, 
they will have a choice to make in November. Do they want Mike Lawler re-
turning to Washington, or do they want Mondaire? And any votes for they guy 
on the WFP line could tip the balance if the margin of victory is 5,000 or less. “

Another democrat told us, “Joe Biden won this district in 2020 by 10 points, 
and Mondaire was elected to Congress. Now in 2024, with a democrat at the top 
of the ticket, Mondaire can ride the coattails against back the DC.”

Republicans, as expected, have the opposite view. “Trump lost to Biden by 
10 in 2020, but now 4 years later, that number will surely shrink. With crime, 
immigration and inflation on the ballot, Lawler can talk about the importance of 
the common sense work he has done, and republicans have done in Congress.

We encourage our readers and fellow residents in NY-17, to enjoy the sum-
mer, because in the fall we will once again see the barrage of mailers and TV 
ads that both campaigns, and their supporters will dump on us. 

Editor’s Note: While Latimer still has an opponent in November, we are wait-
ing to see how serious his republican opponent, Miriam Flisser, will be. Flisser 
will have to have the bare minimum of social media presence, and funding, (at 
least $1 Million) to be considered a legitimate opponent for Latimer.

____________________________________________________________

food pantries while migrants are given credit cards and health insurance benefits 
the American citizen can only dream of. Something wrong my friends with this 
picture! 

The Borders. Trump couldn’t finish them and get Mexico to pay for them. Biden 
left them unfinished so thousands could enter this country. Yes that’s the American 
way, allow everyone to come in. But unlike our grandparents, folks crossing the 
border hear America and think what can they get for free. My grandfather who 
came through Ellis Island busted his chops working long days as a butcher to pay 
the rent. 

July 4 is always a sad day for me. It is my parents, long gone Anniversary Day. 
Where did they get married? The beautiful Hotel Roosevelt in New York City. My 
beloved parents are rolling in their graves knowing that my grandparents paid a lot 
of money for their beautiful wedding at the Roosevelt which now shelters those 
who have crossed the border illegally for all they can get for free. Grandpa Schoen 
worked long hours driving the #1 Trolley from the Bronx to Yonkers to pay for 
that beautiful wedding. Grandpa Roth worked long hours in his butcher shop to 
help pay for the wedding. Now, the government pays for everything. Even if the 
migrants wanted to work, our government can’t figure out a way to process work 
permits for them. 

Joe Biden is not the problem, and neither is Donald Trump. Our bureaucracy and 
the small percentage of voters among those eligible who Vote is. Don’t Vote? The 
State of the Union in America won’t change. No term limits? No fresh ideas. If 
you vote the same folks in office every year things won’t change as those in power 
believe your vote affirms what they are doing. 

Maybe we need a housecleaning putting officials in charge with the tools neces-
sary to fix our nation’s problems. Where are the FDR’s, Ronald Reagan’s, George 
Washington’s and Abraham Lincoln’s among us. Not in the body of a man who 
doesn’t believe in vaccinations that have protected us so well for so many years. 

Do we need a President who places his hands kinda inappropriately on members 
of the opposite sex, age not considered. Or a man accused by so many of inappro-
priate behavior while he ran a large corporation? Or a Senator like in New Jersey 
who stacks up money because he doesn’t believe in banks and took many trips with 
one of his largest contributors to the Dominican Republic to be around pretty young 
ladies? 

We have to do better. I will defend the ability of a man with Parkinson’s disease 
to run this country, but won’t defend the same person when he is incoherent on the 
public stage. I will defend a man who pushed the bureaucracy to quickly end the 
enormous deaths as a result of Covid to run this country, but won’t defend the same 
man when he alienates us from the rest of the world. 

Which gets back to my initial question. Who are we voting for President this 
year? The choices are scary. Remember to say a prayer in November when you pull 
down the lever. Oops, I mean push the button or fill in the circle. If we can’t come 
up with a safe system to vote, how are we going to come up with appropriate indi-
viduals to lead this country. Pray my friends. And God Bless America! 

Briefs:
If you are an adult with children swimming in pools, oceans or other places this 

summer, make sure you know how to swim and watch those children carefully. 
Many of the Y’s offer adult swimming classes both group and individual. Drown-
ings this summer are already off to a bad start. 

Smother yourself in Sunscreen when you are outdoors this summer. Read the 
directions on the package and follow them. And make sure you are WELL HY-
DRATED! Water please, not alcohol! 

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@aol.com, or friend him on Facebook 
Eric Schoen…just look for him in the picture with Joan Rivers!

________________________________________________________________

Notice of Formation of RR 207 Consulting, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 03/27/24. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 603 War-
burton Ave, Ste 2, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY, 10706. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

____________________________________________________________
Notice of formation of Toneske Management Services LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 

with the SSNY on 4/27/2024. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 146 Catskill Ave., Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity

.___________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Freedenfeld Impact Advisors, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 04/23/24. Office: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 350 Ringgold St., Peeksill, NY 
10566. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

__________________________________________________________

Eric Schoen, continued from pg 3-

			   In Home Personal Training  
       In-Home Personal Training Available. NASM , EMT  and  Special \
     Needs  Certified. Strength Training, Fat Loss, and Muscle Building 
			   Virtual and  online coaching available.  
			   Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.
__________________________________________________________
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     THE RACE FOR WESTCHESTER DISTRICT ATTORNEY: 

    A CALL FOR UNITY OF VISION IN THE FACE OF DEFEAT

Op-Ed by Marie Bell

“In all things that are purely social we can be as separate as the fingers, yet one 
as the hand in all things essential to mutual progress.”

Westchester County residents will have four months to ponder the above words 
of our famous educator, author, and orator, Booker T. Washington, as in early 
November it will be time to apply these words in electing our next Westchester 
District Attorney and other leaders, regardless of whom our choice was in the 
bygone Democratic Primary elections.  

More importantly, this short period will also prove whether the two opposing 
candidates in the Primary will demonstrate their professed motivations during 
their respective campaigns to advance justice principles in the good of Westches-
ter. This they can do by ignoring personal defeat and encouraging their support-
ers to embrace “mutual progress” in supporting the Democratic nominee, retired 
Judge, Susan Cacace. This action of forming a unifying front would augur well 
for both, in ensuring a legacy devoid of personal expediency and self-interest. 
Afterall, as once aspiring leaders, their loyal supporters are entitled to their di-
rection now more than ever, having followed both of them in embracing a vision 
that did not resonate at the polls.

The test of a unifying leader has already been passed by the winning candidate 
Susan Cacace, when on June 20th five days before the Primary her campaign 
published a call for unity, “no matter the outcome,” And amidst the elation of 
Primary night and again, two days following, took the time to publicly remind 
Westchester that, “As we move forward, I’m committed to uniting our commu-
nity. This victory belongs to all of us who believe in a fair and just legal system. 
Let’s rally behind this vision as we head into the general election.”  She further 
made a pledge to those who have not yet seen her vision, “To those who did 
not vote for me, I vow to work very hard through November to share my plans 
and vision for this office and earn your support so that we can emerge from this 
campaign cycle united as Democrats, as a County under the leadership of this 
District Attorney’s Office and working toward safety through the balance of jus-
tice with compassion I’ve talked about.” 

The vision she speaks of is the mutual progress expressed by Booker T. Wash-
ington.  

Marie Bell is an author, with recent sexual violence trauma-informed ad-
vocacy work at Columbia University, leadership in higher education crimi-
nal justice program, and law enforcement experience.

______________________________________________________________

Letter:  Another Biden Bust-You Can’t Fool Mother Nature 

The “Biden Bunch” has, for the past few years, pestered we citizens with their 
grandiose ideas for “Saving our Planet” by implementing certain “Green Piece” 
procedures to cut pollution-they are:

Ev’s-while eliminating petrol exhausts, they institute their own type of pol-
lution , Windmills-- Expensive to run & maintain-they give off vibration pollu-
tion”—Solar Energy-Requires massive open fields to to be effective-if they are 
built on “mother earth” weeds will spring up their thick foliage, interfering with 
absorption of the Sun’s rays, etc.

Since the present administration has saddled us with these foolish plans- I have 
one they will eat up--

It’s called “TOTEM POLES FOR ALASKA--when fully implemented, it will
Re-employ 50,000 unemployed Democrats!!
“Brevity is the soul of wit” (Wm. Shakespeare-Hamlet, Act 2-Scene 2).

Joe Pettit
Yorktown Hts, NY

        Sports Historian Vorperian Tosses Up 
                  Red Sox Magical Season 

			   John Vorperian 

Baseball superstition holds teams that lead their division in July go to the-
postseason. Boston’s current place in the standings looks as though they will 
have to wait until next year. 20 years ago, the Red Sox reversed the “curse of 
the Bambino” and won the World Series.

John Vorperian, a lifelong Westchester resident and sports historian, grew 
up a Boston Red Sox booster. His obsession with the Sox began in 1968. His 
family summered in the Hub and regularly took the then 10-year-old to games 
at Fenway Park. Those trips resulted in a passion for Beantown’s nine and 
baseball history.

Vorperian along with 67 Society of American Baseball Research (SABR)
members, which included some Yankee and Cardinal fans have published a 
book about the famed 2004 Championship club. Issued on the 20th anniver-
sary, SOX BID CURSE FAREWELL celebrates that renowned squad by de-
tailing the biographies of all the players and coaches alongside essays about 
that unprecedented season wherein the New England franchise won the World 
Series for the first time in 86 years.

Boston became the first team to ever win a seven-game series after being 
down three games to none to their archrivals, the New York Yankees. The Sox 
then swept the St. Louis Cardinals four games to none in the Fall Classic.

Vorperian has written for RED SOX MAGAZINE and contributed to eleven 
other baseball team books for SABR. He also hosts a sports themed cable TV 
program BEYOND THE GAME on White Plains Community Media.

___________________________________________________________
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L-R-Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins, Detective Hochron, Harley, De-
partment of Probation Commissioner Rocco Pozzi and County Executive George 
Latimer

County Executive George Latimer honored a retiring detective and his canine 
partner on July 1 and announced that Westchester’s next electronics storage detec-
tion canine will be assigned to the Department of Probation.

During his weekly media briefing, Latimer paid tribute to Westchester County 
Police Detective Brett Hochron and Harley the Cyber Dog. Harley is trained to 
sniff out hidden digital devices containing evidence needed in criminal investiga-
tions. These devices include SIM cards, thumb drives, hard drives, cell phones, 
tablets, laptop computers and other digital storage devices.

“We thank Detective Hochron and Harley for the great work they have done for 
the Department of Public Safety and the Department of Probation,” Latimer said. 
“I wish them both an enjoyable retirement.”

Due to Hochron and Harley’s successful collaboration with the Department of 
Probation, the decision was made that the County’s next electronics canine will be 
assigned to Probation.  The canine will also be available when requested to support 
other law enforcement agencies and investigations.

Probation Commissioner Rocco Pozzi noted that Hochron and Harley worked 
closely with Probation’s Sex Offender Unit. “Convicted sex offenders, as a condi-
tion of their probation, are often prohibited from possessing pornography, and they 
can even be prohibited from possessing a computer or any other digital device. De-
tective Hochron and Harley have assisted us in many sex offender investigations 
and home visits to find electronic devices that were hidden by these offenders.”

Pozzi said the new canine handler will be Supervisory Probation Officer Stephen 
Denaro.  Denaro’s canine partner will be selected with assistance from Guiding 

Westchester Pays Tribue to Police Detective Brett 
Hochron and K-9 Partner Harley on  Retirement

			         continued on pg 13-

    10th Annual ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 
  Set for August 3 at Empire Casino-MGM 
		       In Memory of Pat Quinn

Yonkers resident Pa Quinn, pictured above, diagnosed with ALS in 2013 at 
age 29, co-founded the global phenomenon event in 2014, which generated 
hundreds of millions of dollars in private donations for ALS research & medi-
cal advances to extend the lives of ALS patients. Quinn died in 2020 at the age 
of 37

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano, Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts, and the 
family of ALS Ice Bucket Challenge co-founder and late Yonkers Native Pat 
Quinn announced the date of the 2024 ALS Ice Bucket Challenge set for Satur-
day, August 3 (see video announcement here). The annual event will once again 
take place trackside at the historic Yonkers Raceway located at Empire City 
Casino by MGM Resorts in Westchester, New York. 

Festivities will begin at 1:00 p.m. with the ice bucket dump scheduled for 
2:00 p.m. Participants should pre-register online at YonkersNY.gov/IBC. The 
event, co-founded by Quinn after his diagnosis of Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis (ALS) in 2013 at the age of 29, became a global phenomenon as more 
than 17 million people around the world participated in the challenge via social 
media by dumping buckets of ice water on their heads. The event continues to 
remain a catalyst for raising funds to support research to identify a cure for the 
debilitating disease and raise awareness of the need for more research funding. 
It is reported that an ALS patient dies in the U.S. every ninety minutes.

ALS, often referred to as “Lou Gehrig’s Disease”, is a progressive neurode-
generative disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord. Quinn 
lost his battle with ALS in November 2020, yet his drive and determination live 
on through his family, friends, community, and beyond to raise awareness and 
find a cure for the approximately hundreds of thousands of Americans suffering 
from ALS. While the prognosis for ALS patients 80 years after Lou Gehrig was 
diagnosed remains the same, technology now exists to keep those living with 
ALS alive longer. According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
approximately 5,000 individuals are newly diagnosed with ALS across the U.S. 
annually. 

Leading the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge for another year is Quinn’s father, 
Patrick Quinn, Sr., who continues to pay tribute to his son and ensure his mis-
sion continues. Hosting a variety of fundraising events throughout the year, 
Quinn’s nonprofit organization, Quinn for the Win Find Your Smile Foundation 
(“Quinn for the Win”), continues to have significant impact at both local and 
national levels.  

Locally, Quinn for the Win provides cash grants to local ALS patients and 
their families to offset expenses not covered by medical insurance, including 
wheelchair adjustments needed as patients’ physical limitations change as the 
disease progresses and home renovations to accommodate wheelchairs, as well 

			         continued on pg 12-
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Stepinac High School wrote, “We would like to congratulate Joel Soriano ‘18 
who just signed an Exhibit 10 deal with the Charlotte Hornets! Joel a member 
of the 2018 NY State Federation Championship Team!! Proud is an understate-
ment and the meaning of hard work and perseverance! NBA = Joel Soriano!”

Soriano, 6’11” from Yonkers, played three seasons for St. John’s basketball 
before the NBA draft. 9.5 rebounds per contest to go with 13.8 points per game. 

The Hornets now have a few months to decide whether to include Soriano 
on their roster, or send him down to G league for some more work. Either way, 
look for Soriano to be a NBA player soon. 

L-R US Congressman Michael Lawler; Lucy Rockefeller Waletzky, Former Chair 
of New York State Council of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; NY State 
Senator Jose Serrano; New York State Senate President Pro Tem & Majority Leader An-
drea Stewart-Cousins; Westchester County Executive George Latimer; George Gumina, 
President and Founder, FRSPP, Photo by Mark Liflander Photography

	     Joel Soriano, Stepinac Class of 2018,  
			   Headed to the NBA

  Friends of the Rockefeller State Park Preserve 
	   Honor Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins    

Friends of the Rockefeller State Park Preserve honored New York State Sen-
ate President Pro Tem & Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins at their 
2024 Gala June 29th  at the Rockefeller Estate in Pocantico Hills. She received 
the prestigious John D. Rockefeller Jr. Park Preservation Award for her un-
wavering support of New York State Parks and commitment to environmental 
stewardship.“Andrea Stewart-Cousins has championed not only the Rockefeller 
State Park Preserve, but all parks in New York State since she was elected to the 
New York State Senate in 2007,” said George Gumina, Founder and President 
of the Friends, a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting and maintaining 
the Preserve’s land and historical features. “Her tenure as the longest serving 
Democratic Majority Leader in New York State Senate history, and the first 
woman and African American woman in this role, make her an unstoppable 
force committed to addressing the needs of all New Yorkers.”

Resources raised by the gala will continue the next steps of a major project at 
the Preserve’s Rockwood Hall section. This unique 88-acre section of the park 

    continued on pg 13-

© 2024 St. John’s Riverside Hospital  |  All Rights Reserved.

914.964.4DOC
WestchesterOrthoCenter.com

“Right out of surgery, I had no need for  
pain medication. I felt like a new man!”

– Ken C., MAKOplasty® knee replacement patient

10 YEARS AND COUNTING.

RENOWNED ORTHOPEDIC TEAM
 n Precise MAKOplasty® robotic-assisted implant alignment 
	 n Full skeletal, clinical and radiological diagnostics
 n Muscle sparing surgery
 n Joints that work in harmony with your entire body
 n 99% patient satisfaction*

For over a decade St. John’s Westchester Orthopedic Center has provided you the most  
advanced joint replacements–right in your back yard.

Vishal A. Mehta, DO
Orthopedic Surgeon
MAKOplasty® Specialist

Howard J. Luks, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon
Leading Sports Medicine Specialist
Shoulder, Knee & Sport Injuries

*Source: Based on WOC follow-up survey 

NOT SHOWN: 
Jordan Fakhoury, DO; Evan Gaines, MD; David Lent, MD
Patrick Murray, MD; Paul S. Ragusa, MD; Thomas Schmicker, MD
Eric Spencer, MD; Mario Voloshin, DPM, FACFAS

COMMUNITY
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L-R-Dr. Robert Baskerville, PhD, CEO of RISEUP (Research Initiatives for 
the Strategic Empowerment of the Urban Populace), Brian Carter, Prostate 
Cancer Survivor, Harold McKoy Sr., Chairman of the Men’s Ministry, Coordi-
nator of the Seminar, and Prostate Cancer Survivor, Harold McKoy II, VP of 
Strategic Planning & Relations for RISEUP, Wayne Daugett, Prostate Cancer 
Survivor

The Messiah Baptist Church Men’s Ministry proudly hosted its Second Lunch 
& Learn Seminar on Prostate Cancer, focusing on the critical issue of prostate 
cancer among Black men. The event took place on June 29th at the Yonkers 
Riverfront Library and was a tremendous success, attracting an estimated 30 
attendees.

The Lunch & Learn Prostate Cancer seminars aim to educate and empower the 
community, providing crucial information about the early detection and treat-
ment of prostate cancer. The next seminar is already being planned, with details 
to be announced soon.

The seminar featured several distinguished speakers, including:
Dr. Gregory Joice, Urologist at NY Presbyterian Hospital Westchester, who 

provided valuable insights on prostate cancer and the importance of early detec-
tion.

Joseph Cosgriff, Director of Operations at Fans For The Cure, Tarrytown, NY, 
who shared information about ongoing efforts to combat prostate cancer.

Rev. Frank E. Coleman, Pastor of Messiah Baptist Church, who offered inspi-
rational words and support.

Chairman Harold McKoy Sr., a prostate cancer survivor and founder of the 
Lunch & Learn Prostate Seminars, emphasized the importance of raising aware-
ness and providing education on prostate cancer among Black men. He plans to 
host several more seminars at the Yonkers Riverfront Library to continue this 
vital work.

The Men’s Ministry urges all churches and community-based organizations 
to come out, participate, and get involved in spreading the word to bring about 
awareness of the number two killer of Black men, prostate cancer. “We are sav-
ing lives.”

The Messiah Baptist Church Men’s Ministry is dedicated to addressing the 
spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of men in the community. Through vari-
ous programs and initiatives, the ministry strives to empower men to lead health-
ier and more fulfilling lives.

     Messiah Baptist Church Hosts 
         Prostate Cancer Seminar 

The Westchester County Government is deeply saddened to announce the 
passing of former County Legislator, the honorable Herman Keith on June 22, 
2024, after a long illness due to complications with Alzheimer’s disease. Keith, 
a revered figure in Westchester County and in his home community of Yonkers. 
He leaves behind a legacy of dedication, service and advocacy.

Memorial Service for the Honorable Herman Keith
July 20, 11 am, Community Baptist Church, 60 North Broadway, Yonkers
A Life of Service and Commitment
Keith, who was originally from Alabama, was a United States Army veteran 

reaching the rank of 1st Lieutenant.  After moving to Yonkers, Keith worked as 
an Engineer for the Perkin Elmer Optical Company and later as an Underwa-
ter Research Scientist for Columbia University. His career evolved to include 
significant roles in community development and advocacy, including managing 
programs for the Yonkers Community Development Agency and the Haitian 
Refugee Assistance Program.

Champion for Civil Rights and Equality
Keith's deep commitment to civil rights led to his presidency of the Yonkers 

Branch of the NAACP, where he spearheaded the landmark desegregation law-
suit against the City of Yonkers. His efforts laid the groundwork for equal ac-
cess to quality integrated education and fair housing opportunities for all.

In 1983, Keith made history as the first African-American Lawmaker elected 
to the County Board of Legislators. He served as a Westchester County Legis-
lator for 12 years, including roles as Minority Whip and Minority Leader. His 
open-mindedness and dedication to quality service earned him the respect of 
his colleagues and constituents. Keith's legislative achievements include the 
South Africa Divestment Bill, the Banks Community Reinvestment Act, Youth 
Employment Job Training Programs, Health Care Initiatives, the Invest in Kids 
Program, and JobSTAR.

Advocate for Youth and Community
Beyond his political achievements, Keith was a passionate advocate for the 

positive development of young African-American males. He frequently spoke 
at schools, civic organizations, and religious institutions, promoting self-worth 
and positive self-image.

In his later years, Keith founded Hudson River Consulting Group, providing 
consulting services in development and construction. His expertise and exten-
sive network of contacts were invaluable to businesses seeking funding, grants, 
and loans.

A Life Remembered
Keith is survived by his beloved wife, Gail Adams, and his five children. His 

contributions to the community are also remembered through his service on nu-
merous boards and committees, including the Nepperhan Community Center, 
Black Democrats of Westchester and the Yonkers Community Action Program. 
Keith's influence extended to national media, including appearances on the Do-
nahue Show, McNeil Lehrer Newshour, and Nightline. He also served as a con-
sultant for several projects, including the City of Yonkers Police & Firefighter 
Recruitment Program and the Westchester County Waterfront study.

____________________________________________________________

Westchester Mourns the Loss of Herman Keith,
    First African-American County Legislator  

	    	    Send us your letters, announcements, Send us your letters, announcements, 
	      opinions, photos and story ideas to 	      opinions, photos and story ideas to 
            dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com            dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

Herman 
Keith, 
outside 
Yonkers 
City Hall 
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PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388.  Proudly serving the the people of Westchester 
with hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association.  Legal notice inquiries to: risinglegalno-
tice@gmail.com.  Daniel Murphy, Publisher & Editor in Chief, dmurphy@risingmediagroup.
com. Bayan Baker, Assistant to the Editor in Chief  risingmediagroup@gmail.com.  
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Drving Though School Bus Stop Lights, continued from pg 1-

Attorney
DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested divorce papers prepared. Only one signature 

required. Poor person Application included if applicable. Separation agree-
ments. Custody and support petitions. 518-274-0380

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don’t Accept the insurance company’s first 
offer. Many injured parties are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free 
evaluation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call 
Now: 1-888-454-4717. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the clos-
est provider

Events
ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE NOTE!  BRIMFIELD IS HERE – ALL 

SHOWS!  July 9-14. New shows open daily!  www.brimfieldantiqueweek.
com.  2024 dates: May 14-19, July 9-14, September 3-8

Health
WE HAVE THE HELP YOU NEED!!! HHA’s, LPN’s, Nurse’s Aides, 

Childcare,  Housekeeping, Day Workers. No Fee To Employers. Serving The 
Community Over 20Yrs. Evon’s Svces:  516-505-5510

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-855-399-2719

HEARING AIDS!!  High-quality rechargeable, powerful Audien hearing 
aids priced 90% less than competitors. Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-
day money back guarantee! 855-819-7060

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care for you and get paid! Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your paid caregiver. Check your eligibility 
today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-385-7556

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-855-399-2582

Home Improvement
Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 

80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-782-4069

Home Improvement
BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality 

bath and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs.  Call Now! 1-855-399-2076

Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU 
MAY QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will have the 
work completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. 
Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs.

Miscellaneous
When veterinary care is unavailable or unaffordable, ask for Happy Jack® 

animal healthcare for cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor Supply® (www.hap-
pyjackinc.com)

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The 
Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-329-9391

Services
PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and afford-

ably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Locally 
owned and affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-866-448-8311 
Have zip code of property ready when calling!

Travel Services
SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS! Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the world. Let us do the research for you for 
FREE! Call: 877 988 7277

TV Internet Phone
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 

and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

TV Internet Phone
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, 

call now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-855-399-2803
____________________________________________________________

awareness about the importance of adhering to school bus safety laws. Thanks 
to Mayor Spano, our partnership is a significant step toward creating a safer 
community for our students.”

The City of Yonkers officials launched the program on November 13, 2023. 
A 30-day warning period in October alerted drivers before fines were issued.

In the first month, 1,939 violations were issued including 44 second offenses 
and 2 third offenses. At the beginning of the program, only 250 buses were 
equipped with stop-arm cameras.

As part of the City’s partnership with Verra Mobility, 516 buses are now 
equipped with school bus stop-arm safety cameras. Under the law, the fine 
for passing a school bus ranges from $250 for a first violation, $275 if a sec-
ond offense occurs within 18 months, and $300 for every following offense, if 
within 18 months. The registered owners of vehicles captured illegally passing 
a stopped school bus with the stop-arm extended and lights flashing are liable 
for a Notice of Liability. 

Yonkers is the only district among New York’s Big 5 cities to fully implement 
a school bus stop-arm safety camera program. The City of Yonkers is also the 
largest district in Westchester County and the only district in the County with 
an operational stop-arm safety camera program.

Verra Mobility’s CrossingGuard™ school bus stop-arm enforcement solu-
tion provides state-of-the-art stop-arm safety technology to effectively capture 
stop-arm events. When the stop-arm is deployed, the camera automatically de-
tects vehicles that pass the stopped bus within the enforcement zone. When an 
event occurs, the cameras record video of the vehicle and capture event images 
including the vehicle, its license plate, and the extended stop-arm. Violation 
videos and license plate images are reviewed by a City of Yonkers Parking Vio-
lations Bureau technician for approval before a warning or Notice of Liability 
is issued.

The City of Yonkers contracted Verra Mobility to administer its School Bus 
Safety Program. For more information on Yonkers Safe Stop, visit https://www.
yonkersny.gov/1017/Yonkers-Safe-Stop---School-Bus-Safety-Pr.

For more information about Verra Mobility’s CrossingGuard™ school bus 
enforcement solutions, visit https://www.verramobility.com/government/
crossing-guard/.

The other sad story concerns an incdent in Mamaroneck. From the Mama-
roneck PD. “On 06/20/2024, the Village of Mamaroneck Police Department 
responded to a double-fatal pedestrian motor vehicle accident at Mamaroneck 
Ave and New Street. The victims have been positively identified as Molly Mur-
phy Donovan, a 43-year-old Mamaroneck resident, and her 6-yearold son, Mi-
chael Donovan Volpe. The identity of the school bus driver is being withheld 
at this time as this remains an active investigation. No charges are currently 
pending against the bus driver.

The Police Department, along with Village of Mamaroneck Officials, are 
partnering with Westchester County to investigate ways to improve pedestrian 
and traffic safety at this intersection.”

More details came out about this incident. The accident occurred at 830 am, 
as the mother and son were headed to school. Adults and children were walk-
ing through a cross walk two were struck by a mini-school bus driven by a 
68-year old man from Mount Vernon. It is believed that the driver had a green 
light while driving through the intersection. Surveilance video should help de-
termine what happened. 

The Mamaroneck School District issued the following statement.“There is 
nothing more difficult for a community to experience than the loss of life, and 
we know everyone in the Mamaroneck and Larchmont communities is heart-
broken by this news. We know that the death of a child is particularly diffi-
cult for other children to process. At this time, we have informed our staff of 
this incredible loss, and social workers and psychologists are fully deployed at 
MAS.”

While it is clear that crossing guards cannot be placed at every intersection 
near school, perhaps more hirings are need, if residents in our communities will 
take the job. 

As for the 18,000 drivers who drove through a stopped school bus with lights 
flashing? SLOW IT DOWN

Drivers can object to the findings and the fines through an appeal, similar to 
the appeal process for red light cameras in Yonkers. 

One legitimate excuse we heard was from a young driver traveling northbo-
ound on Central Avenue. Central Park Avenue is a four land roadway, with a 
large median in between. 

The driver did not see the school bus, traveling southbound, but got the sum-
mons anyway. Even though a legitimate excuse, it will not change the result-
guilty as charged.

So drivers need to be aware of the cost of running by a stopped school bus in 
Yonkers-$250. And all of us should be aware of what happened in Mamaroneck 
and realize that its not worth it. 

__________________________________________________________

A Help Button Should Go Where You Go!

1-888-457-6973

GET OUR SPECIAL OFFER NOW: 

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

PF-SPAD0505111658

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for speci�c details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the �rst year of service and cannot be combined with any 
other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at 
home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with 
purchase of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for speci�c details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 
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Philpse Manor Hall Hosts “Loyalist or Patriot” 
Revolutionary War Living History Talk Show 7/13 

During the American Revolution, the Hudson Valley was the site of fierce 
fighting between the Patriots and the British during the Revolutionary War, 
and Westchester County in particular was a contested “neutral zone.” How did 
people decide where their loyalties lay?

On Saturday, July 13, 2024, join Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site, the 
Friends of Philipse Manor Hall, and Revolutionary Westchester 250 for “Loy-
alist or Patriot?” a living history talk show which explores which side historical 
people took during the conflict and why.

First debuted in 2023, this unique program features costumed historians por-
traying real people from Revolutionary era New York who come together for 
a no-holds-barred roundtable interview moderated by a talk show host. Our 
host Benjamin Thayer (portrayed by Philipse Manor Hall site manager Michael 
Lord) will ask the hard questions of seven historical people:

· Mary Philipse Morris, a wealthy Westchester and New York City socialite, 
portrayed by Sarah Wassberg Johnson, education and programs manager of 
Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site.

· Black Corn (Pekatawas MakataWai’U), and Algonkian man, portrayed by 
living historian Drew Shuptar-Rayvis.

· Lucy Bloom, a formerly enslaved woman, portrayed by Leslie Bramlett of 
the Old Barracks Museum and the Living History Company.

· Catherine Ellison, a wealthy Orange County merchant’s wife, portrayed 
by Karen Pena, Interpretive Programs Assistant at Washington’s Headquarters 
State Historic Site.

· David Humphreys, an officer and a gentleman, portrayed by Chad Johnson, 
Interpretive Programs Assistant at New Windsor Cantonment State Historic 
Site. Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site, is located at 29 Warburton Ave., 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10701.

				    Ice Bucket Challenge, continued from pg 8-
as providing financial support for organizations that serve families of ALS 

patients. Quinn For The Win also supports sleep studies at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital to help find solutions for sleep difficulties faced by ALS patients.

In the ten years since it was founded, ALS Ice Bucket Challenges have also 
significantly increased the awareness of this deadly disease globally. As one ex-
ample, ten years ago only 80 multidisciplinary clinics for ALS were open around 
the country.  Now, more than 240 are open nationally where ALS patients can see 
a pathologist and all the medical disciplines they need all in one place. Technol-
ogy is also much more advanced with Pat Quinn Jr. using an expanded CPAP 
machine, one of the first prototypes, to help expand his lungs and make it eas-
ier to breathe. Social media also allows patients to connect from all around the 
world, including Pat Quinn Jr. while he was alive, engaging with patients across 
the globe. 

And according to the ALS Association, more than $2 million has been invested 
into the development of a new drug, Relyvrio, that was recently approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration to help slow down the effects of ALS. In the 
last six years, three ALS drugs have been approved by the FDA with several oth-
ers in clinical trials. Also, approximately 130 research projects are being funded 
in twelve countries around the world thanks to Quinn’s efforts.

“I’m so grateful for the continued support of Mayor Mike Spano, Empire 
City Casino by MGM Resorts, and community members from Yonkers and far 
beyond who continue to fight onwards toward a cure through keeping the ice 
bucket challenge going each and every year,” said Patrick Quinn, Sr. “ALS ruins 
families… I’ve seen it. The Yonkers community has been the champion of our 
family and ALS patients nationwide, especially in the last few years without Pat. 
My son built such a strong system of support and his Quinn for the Win – Find 
Your Smile Foundation is nothing short of remarkable. Pat laid the groundwork 
to find a cure, and now it’s our job to finish his mission to defeat ALS once and 
for all. I look forward to seeing everyone on August 3.”

“The City of Yonkers is proud to carry the legacy of Pat Quinn over the last de-
cade,” said Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano. “Every year, I witness the inspirational 
show of love for Pat and because of him, there is greater hope. We can’t stop 
now. There are so many families dealing with the devastation of ALS. We are in 
this every August until we find a cure with our partners at Empire City Casino 
by MGM Resorts.”

Since 2015, Empire City Casino has hosted the annual challenge, with the 
exception of 2020 because of the pandemic. The City of Yonkers donates buck-
ets and the stage for the event and organizes online registration for participants. 
Empire City underwrites the cost of the event and donates the space, staffing, and 
over 1,300 pounds of ice. 

“Through the ice bucket challenge that had its roots right here in Yonkers, 
we’ve seen ten years of inspiration, dedication and compassion in our commu-
nity through the Quinn family,” said Taryn Duffy, Vice President of Public Af-
fairs, Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts. “Empire City is proud to support 
and honor the legacy of Pat Quinn and his family in the fight for awareness and 
the nonstop pursuit of a cure for ALS patients around the world.” 

The 2024 Annual Ice Bucket Challenge will be held outdoors trackside, is free 
to participate, and attendees of all ages are welcome. Day-of, walk-up registra-
tion will also be available, but online advance registration is strongly encouraged 
to secure a space and bucket. For more information and to register, please visit 
www.empirecitycasino.com.

_____________________________________________________________

left, Sarah Wassberg as Mary Philipse, right Chad Johnson as David Humphreys 

was a wonderful experience from the start and I look forward to this playing 
with them every week,” said Forrest who had been President two separate terms 
of four years each.

The Sprain  Women’s Golf League began in 1959, when there were no  wom-
en’s golf leagues on the public courses in Westchester County. “The women 
broke down the sport barrier well before there was the federal ruling of   Title 
9, in 1972 ”said current  President Regina De Natale. “They were determined to 
be independent from the men.”

Stella Oliver was at the luncheon celebration and joined the League in 1960. 
“I originally played at St. Andrew’s, but after my kids had grown up I found this 
League and it was fabulous. Everyone was absolutely enthralling. We had tee 
times and a tournament every year, and Sprain Lake Golf Course is beautiful.”

Oliver found her time with the women “like a mini-vacation every week.  
Like most women in Westchester, I had a lot going on taking care of a house 
and husband and children. The camaraderie that I found in this League, and the 
friendships that I have made over the years, are special. Every week brought 
something different.”  She was Club Champion for 10 years.

Terri Nucaro, won the League Championship many times over the 38 years 
she has been in the League and has recorded three hole in ones in League play 
at Sprain Lake. She has also won the MGA (Metropolitan Golf Association) 
Tournament with partner Ann Kyle. “This group is special.  Our League gives 
women an opportunity to golf with other women.”

De Natale added, “We have a cross section of women in our League,  from 
moms to teachers to nurses from all walks of life and from all across Westches-
ter. This golf course has always been our home.”

Commissioner of the Westchester County Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation Kathy O’Connor said, “The Sprain Lake Women’s Golf 
League has the distinction of being Westchester County’s first women’s public 
golf league. This esteemed group’s 65th anniversary underscores its longev-
ity, stability and sustained influence in women’s golf. A Sapphire Jubilee is 
a remarkable and rare occasion that honors exceptional strength, respect and 
recognition. Congratulations!”

Everyone we spoke to had great respect for Sprain Lake and the staff that 
keeps the course in great shape. “I love that Sprain is beautifully maintained 
and a challenge to play.   It feels like our private course.  The women of our 
League are dedicated and love the game of golf.  We look after each other on 
and off the course.   We strictly follow the rules of golf while having fun and 
being competitive.  Making friends and playing golf, what more could one ask 
for?” said De Natale.

___________________________________________________________

		              Sprain Women’s Golf League, continued from pg 1-
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      Yonkers Public Schools Commemorates 
Juneteenth With My Brother’s Keeper Summit 

					              WCCW, continued from pg 3-

said, “The Hudson River and its tributaries are a unique and wonderful re-
source.  Our members have primary contact with the River and we are com-
mitted to seeing the River protected and nurtured. Anyone that has spent time 
on the River knows that it is a very special place. Having grown up along the 
Waterfront, I’ve seen the improvements that have been made but more can be 
done. Imagine a Hudson River that is known for its high water quality.”

Senate Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, said, “As we face the chal-
lenges of climate change, the Westchester Coalition for Clean Water is a vital 
step forward. This coalition’s goals align with the achievements we’ve made 
in the ’24-25 NY State budget, such as securing $500 million for the Clean 
Water Infrastructure Grant program, bolstering the Environmental Protection 
Fund, authorizing over $60 million in bond funds to Yonkers’ sewage treat-
ment plant, and funding initiatives like NY SWIMS to enhance recreational 
water facilities. These investments will help ensure that all of Westchester’s 
waterways are sewage- and trash-free, flood-resilient, and accessible to all. I 
commend the dedication of the coalition members in their efforts to create a 
sustainable and vibrant future for Westchester County.”

Assemblyman, Steve Otis, a leader in supporting state clean water grant pro-
grams, said, “We should all celebrate this new coalition of groups focused on 
the urgency of improving our clean water infrastructure. Increased rainfall in 
storm events that cause flooding and consistently rising temperatures which 
degrade water quality are both warning signs. We need to accelerate the pace 
of clean water infrastructure projects to protect against storm damage and pol-
lution of our waterways. The coalition will work with local officials to advance 
this agenda.”

Westchester County Legislator, Hon. Shanae Williams,  said, “As a West-
chester County Legislator, I commend the Westchester Coalition for Clean 
Water on their vital initiative to protect our waterways. The commitment to 
clean, healthy water for all residents is crucial, especially as we face increasing 
challenges from climate change. Together with these esteemed organizations, 
we will work tirelessly to ensure a sustainable and resilient future for Yonkers 
and Westchester County as a whole.”

____________________________________________________________
		           Detective and K-9 partner retire, continued from pg 8-

phen Denaro.  Denaro’s canine partner will be selected with assistance from 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind.

After the canine is chosen, it will be sent for six weeks of training at the 
Connecticut State Police Academy. It was CSP’s forensic scientists who identi-
fied a common chemical used in digital products and founded the discipline of 
electronics storage detection. Once the new canine successfully completes its 
first six weeks of training, Denaro will then join his new partner for six weeks 
of training together as a team.

Hochron and Harley have been taking “a byte” out of crime since they were 
teamed up in 2017. They have worked on a broad range of investigations in 
support of County, local and federal law enforcement agencies; Westchester 
County and federal Corrections agencies; and the Westchester County Depart-
ment of Probation. Hochron and Harley have found evidence while executing 
search warrants or aiding investigations into a broad array of criminal cases 
involving financial fraud, child pornography, organized crime, gang activity 
and counter-terrorism.

_____________________________________________________________

directly overlooking the Hudson River has become increasingly popular with 
visitors. The improvement project will provide a formal entrance with a court-
yard, an informational kiosk, restroom facilities and much needed improved 

			   Stewart-Cousins Honored, continued from pg 9-

and expanded parking.
The Friends of Rockefeller State Park Preserve, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization that works with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & 
Historic Preservation to protect and maintain the Rockefeller State Park Pre-
serve. The Friends was established in 1996 to encourage public participation 
in protecting the Preserve’s wildlife and habitat, sustaining its historical and 
archaeological features, and most importantly – maintaining its unique system 
of carriage roads. The Friends support educational programs, major exhibits, 

Event Focused on Collaboration, Inspiration, and Innovation to Enhance 
Achievement for Young Men of Color

On Juneteenth, Yonkers Public Schools hosted dozens of students, families, 
educators, and community members for its inaugural My Brother’s Keeper 
Summit, a first-of-its-kind event that built on the school district’s growing 
national reputation for successfully supporting young men of color with edu-
cational and professional accomplishments. 

Last year, the Obama Foundation recognized Yonkers as an MBK Model 
community, one of four in the nation. This distinction was awarded due to 
Yonkers’ significant impact on graduation rates for young men of color. 

This year’s Summit, timed to coincide with Juneteenth celebrations, in-
cluded the district’s new Superintendent, Aníbal Soler, Jr., who has launched 
and supported My Brother’s Keeper chapters throughout his career. Yonkers 
Mayor Mike Spano addressed the crowd during the opening ceremony, while 
Yonkers police commissioner Christopher Sapienza and Yonkers Department 
of Public Works commissioner Thomas G Meier were present. Dr. Robert 
Fergus, a professor at Rutgers University and former member of the Yonkers 
Board of Education, served as a special moderator.

“Events like these are not just gatherings; they are critical for the empower-
ment and advancement of our young men of color,”said Superintendent Soler. 
“Our mission is to create a continuum of support that starts with school readi-
ness and extends through high school graduation and beyond, ensuring our 
students are prepared for college, careers, and civic life.” 

The summit provided a platform for reflection, learning, and action to fur-
ther support young men of color in Yonkers. Following opening remarks by 
Superintendent Soler and a panel discussion featuring MBK alumni and cur-
rent students, MBK Yonkers Executive Director Jason Baez addressed the at-
tendees. They then  had the opportunity to attend breakout sessions aligned 
with MBK’s six key life milestones:

Entering school ready to learn
Reading at grade level by third grade
Graduating from high school
Completing postsecondary education or training
All youth out of school are employed
All youth remain safe from violent crime
____________________________________________________________
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Hastings Bank Robber, continued from pg 1-

FINALLY
The only place to read 
news that matters to  

your community 
ONLINE

yonkerstimes.com

Slater Cautions Residents About NYC Unpaid 
Parking Tix Scam, Calls for DocGo Investigation arraigned in the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson Justice court and sent to the 

Westchester County Jail. I want to commend the officers of the Hastings-on-
Hudson Police Department for a successful investigation, and I would like to 
thank all the agencies involved for their assistance,” end of statement.

While the Hastings police did not release the name of the suspect, other 
media reports confirmed that Brandon Scerri, 29, was the man arrested and 
charged.

The police statement does not include the fact that the couple was tied and 
gagged, and that they had a young infant in their home at the time of the rob-
bery. This story was posted on social media during the recent campaign for 
District Attorney. It is possible that the incident released by police is not the 
same as the incident we read about several weeks ago.

After a Google search, we found a number of stories about incidents con-
cerning Scerri all over the East Coast. Scerri had outstanding arrest warrant 
from Pennsylvania and Flordia for bank robberies and violent felonies.

Another local media report said that this robber, or another robbery occured 
in Westchester in Oct. 26 of last year. But media outlets in Pennsylvania and 
Florda said that Scerri was in those states last year robbing banks.

Scerri is accused of two robberies in Westchester. One in Arsdley and one in 
Dobbs Ferry. He is charged with

First-degree robbery;
First-degree burglary;
Second-degree criminal possession of a weapon;
Third-degree grand larceny;
Third-degree criminal possession of stolen property.
Scerri will be extradited to Pennsylvania for the following crime. “On June 

5, 2024, the North Strabane Township Police Department was dispatched to 
a bank robbery at the First National Bank located at 2620 Washington Road. 
Since that robbery, our agency has worked tirelessly with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigations, the Washington City Police Department, the Washington 
County District Attorney’s Office, and other surrounding police departments. 
Today, June 10, 2024, we are announcing the issuance of full extradition ar-
rest warrants for the two actors, Brandon Scerri and Kayla Pruett. With that, 
we ask for community vigilance and support in making reports of their known 
whereabouts.”

Law enforcement in Pennsylvania asked the public for help when searching 
for Scerri. “They should be considered armed and dangerous, and based on 
past conduct, we believe they are a threat to the community. They were last 
known to be in Washington County, Greene County or surrounding areas. Both 
are strongly encouraged to contact our department to make arrangements for 
their surrender.”

But in Westchester, no information was released to the public about Scerri, 
or the danger he posed to the public. Both styles are acceptable, “Sometimes 
they don’t want to jeapardize the opportunity to catch the guy,” said one of our 
friends in Westchester law enforcment

Media reports of Scerri’s Pennsylvania bank robbery state, “According to 
the complaint, a gun was never seen. The teller told authorities the robber got 
frustrated when she gave him $150 in $1 bills and one $5 bill. The man alleg-
edly told her to open the drawer to prove there was no more money. Officials 
say after seeing there was no more cash, he grabbed what was given to him 
and tried to walk out of the bank. According to the complaint, the robber could 
not open the door and turned to yell at the teller if she was going to let him out. 
The report states she then told him that he had to pull not push the door. Once 
he was able to open the door, officials said he fled on foot.”

Scerri had stopped at a gas station before the bank robbery in PA and was 
caught on video. He is accused of robbing a second bank in the area.

Scerri had an accomplice in most of his crimes. Her name is Kayla Pruett. 
According to PA report, Pruett is also in custody here in NY. But there has been 
no mention of her in police reports or media reports. 

Pruett is said not to be involved in the home invasion. 
It is a mystery how this couple was able to evade law enforcement for two 

weeks, from the time of the bank robbery to the home invasion, to the arrests. 
“The couple from Wellsburg, WV is accused of the June 5 robbery of the First 
National Bank in Canonsburg, Pa. The couple got away with $7,450 and was 
later seen on surveillance spending the stolen money on fast food and at a drug 
store.”

____________________________________________________________

In recent days, residents from the Hudson Valley are receiving deceptive text 
messages falsely claiming they have unpaid parking tickets that require immedi-
ate payment, introducing the NYC City-Pay Unpaid Parking Invoice text scam. 
These messages, designed to incite urgency and fear, are luring unsuspecting 
individuals into sharing personal information and credit card details with cyber-
criminals.

Assemblyman Matt Slater (R,C-Yorktown) is cautioning residents to take the 
appropriate steps necessary to avoid this scam. He encourages those who receive 
suspicious messages or believe they have been targeted by this scam to report the 
incident to the New York City Department of Consumer Affairs and the NYPD’s 
cybercrime unit. Prompt reporting can help authorities take swift action and po-
tentially prevent others from falling victim to the scam.

“Scammers are preying on the everyday concerns of our citizens, and this is-
sue was luckily brought to my attention after my mother had received one of 
these text scams,” said Slater. “I urge everyone to remain vigilant and take the 
necessary steps to protect themselves from these fraudulent schemes. By staying 
informed and cautious, we can collectively reduce the risk of falling victim to 
such scams.”

Tips on How to Protect Yourself
Verify Before You Pay: Always check the official NYC parking ticket website 

or contact the city’s parking authorities to verify any claims of unpaid tickets.
Be Cautious of Urgent Requests: Legitimate institutions typically do not re-

quest immediate payments via text messages.
Protect Your Information: Never share personal or financial information in re-

sponse to unsolicited messages.
Assemblyman Slater is leading the charge to open an investigation into Doc-

Go, a mobile medical services and transportation outfit that was contracted by 
the New York City government to help manage the ongoing migrant crisis in the 
five boroughs.

DocGo was given a $432 million contract, which resulted in a problematic 
handling of both the migrant crisis and public funds, as the firm was found to 
lack expertise in serving a group of people like undocumented migrants. The deal 
also called into question the quality of services from subcontractors, like those 
providing food and security. Despite reports that the New York City government 
would not work with DocGo moving forward, the city has just granted them a 
new $41 million no-bid contract to manage a relief site in Queens. Slater has said 
the entire affair was “unacceptable.”

“It is simply unacceptable that a no-bid contract be offered without a follow-up 
investigation. New Yorkers deserve transparency and accountability from orga-
nizations that spend and are paid by public funds, full stop,” Slater said. “I was 
grateful that my colleague, Assemblyman Ed Ra, agreed and joined me in draft-
ing a letter to State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli to demand a formal audit of all 
of the $4.3 billion in state funding appropriated to manage the ongoing migrant 
crisis because enough is enough.

Assemblyman Ed Ra said that “The DocGo contracting scandal seems to be 
one of the biggest public spending debacles we’ve seen in this state. A no-bid 
agreement with an organization underprepared to manage a problem that could 
have been avoided if New York simply agreed to cut down on the migrant influx 
was always bound to cause problems for both governments and taxpayers. But 
now, we have an actual crisis of public funds being spent flippantly and without 
accountability. That must not be allowed to continue.”

“24 lawmakers signed that letter to the Comptroller. They all recognize that 
this state continues to spend egregiously without accountability. In the wake of a 
scandal where public funds are so blatantly wasted on incompetent contractors, 
this government has an obligation to look inward and correct. Anything less is a 
slap in the face to every taxpayer in this state,” Slater concluded.

       Assemblyman Matt Slater represents the 94th Assembly District, which in-
cludes parts of Putnam and Westchester counties, including the towns of Somers 
and Yorktown in Westchester. 

____________________________________________________________

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, 
choose FAMILY or FRIENDS  

as your paid caregiver.

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 888.597.5895

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

Your caregiver gets paid same day!
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      Is Bowman Headed to MSNBC? and Then 
Challenge Torres for Bronx Congressional Seat? 

				    Help Wanted 
We are hiring attendants to engage at Honda’s Cafe Corp, located in Dobbs 

Ferry, New York. We seek candidates who demonstrate leadership skills, suc-
cessfully motivating and guiding the team. A passion for coffee culture and a 
desire to learn and share knowledge with both the team and customers is essen-
tial. Candidates must possess excellent communication skills to treat customers 
with courtesy and respect. Experience with Microsoft Excel or Planning will be 
considered an advantage for inventory management, purchasing, and inventory 
control. Flexibility in scheduling is required, including availability on week-
ends and holidays. Proficiency in Spanish or Portuguese languages is desirable, 
though not essential.

Hours: 48 hours per week Income: $29,580/year
Please contact Valnei Honda Soares, via email at processohonda@gmail.com 

for applications or further inquiries.
_____________________________________________________________

By Dan Murphy

Many democrats in the 16th Congressional district of NY were shocked and 
befuddled when Congressman Jamaal Bowman skipped a neighborhood can-
didates forum in his own neighborhood to appear on The Colbert Show.

One Sound Shore Democrat told us, “he knows he lost, so he is auditioning 
for his next gig.”

After his lackluster appearance on Colbert, Bowman turned up the heat by 
screaming and cursing with AOC and Bernie Sanders at a rally for Bowman 
in the South Bronx. The problem, for some, was that the rally was not held in 
his district. It was held in St. Mary’s Park in the Mott Haven neighborhood in 
the south bronx.

St. Mary’s Park is located in the 15th district, represented by democrat Con-
gressman Ritchie Torres. Congressman Torres is not a member of the squad, 
and after the tirade by Bowman and AOC at the rally, Torres said about the 
rally, “The level of profanity here is so shocking as to be unbecoming of a 
Member of Congress, There is nothing in Jamaal Bowman’s unhinged tirade 
that remotely resembles the decency of the people I know and represent in the 
South Bronx,” said Torres on X.

Now after Bowman’s loss to George Latimer in NY-16, Bowman’s support-
ers are tossing out the idea of Bowman challenging Torres in NY-15.

Torres is the first gay Afro-Latino in Congress, and differs with Bowman as 
a staunch supporter of Israel.

Torres has also blasted Bowman for pulling the fire alarm in Congress last 
year.

The support for Bowman comes from the same ultra-progressive groups like 
the Democratic Socialists and the Working Families Party that lost with Bow-
man to Latimer.

“Even if it happens, a Bowman-Torres race is two years away. That’s a life-
time in politics. Plus I think Bowman is going to try and make a couple of 
bucks on cable TV. Or get ready for Bowman on YouTube soon,” said another 
Westchester Democrat.

___________________________________________________________

          Burke Rehabilitation Celebrates 
          the Healing Power of the Arts 

Seated, Aimee Hofmann, Artist, Honoree Standing, left to right: Richard 
T. Celiberti, Board Chairman, Burke Rehabilitation, Montefiore Health Sys-
tem, Scott Edelman, MBA, CPA, CFE, Executive Director, Burke Rehabilita-
tion, Montefiore Health System, Mooyeon Oh-Park, MD, MHCM, Senior Vice 
President, Chief Medical Officer, Burke Rehabilitation, Montefiore Health 
System, Brian Harris, Co-Founder & CEO, MedRhythms, Inc., Honoree

Burke Rehabilitation held its annual Burke Award on June 6th, at Westches-
ter Country Club in Rye, NY. This year’s theme, “Healing Power of the Arts,” 
highlighted the transformative impact of the arts in rehabilitation and recov-
ery. The distinguished honorees were local abstract artist Aimee Hofmann and 
MedRhythms, Inc., the innovative providers behind Burke’s Neurologic Music 
Therapy program.

Proceeds from the event directly support the hospital’s exceptional rehabilita-
tive care services and the Healing Power of the Arts fund. The fund is instru-
mental in incorporating art into rehabilitation, providing patients with innovative 
therapeutic options that harness creativity and expression as pathways to healing.

Artist Aimee Hofmann’s artwork entitled “The Journey of Healing” adorns the 
walls of Burke Rehabilitation. In her acceptance speech she stated, “What made 
these pieces of art so special and so valuable was the fact that the patients were 
my main inspiration and I had them in my mind throughout the whole entire 
creative process. When I first became paralyzed, I felt broken in so many ways. 
It was art that ultimately saved me, and it was painting that made me realize all 
the amazing things that my body could still do and still can create despite its 
physical limitations.”

Aimee Hofmann is a Westchester-based abstract artist and disability advocate. 
At 30, she suffered from the neurological condition, Transverse Myelitis, an in-
flammation in the spinal cord that caused complete paralysis from level T10 of 
the spine. After learning she would never walk again, art gave her peace during 
the difficult stages of loss, grief, self-reflection and re-discovery. Art helped her 
emotionally heal, as well as find joy again. Her unique abstract art has inspired 
many with its vibrancy and depth, symbolizing the resilience and strength found 
in the journey of recovery. Aimee’s impactful artwork is part of many corporate 
collections including Amazon, JP Morgan Chase & Co and others. She is also a 
two-time hand-cyclist marathoner, avid swimmer, fundraiser, and guest speaker. 
As a disabilities advocate, her goal is to continue to create awareness about in-
clusion and fair representation for people with disabilities.

______________________________________________________________
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Mount Vernon native Rai Benjamin, a 2015 Mount Vernon High School 
graduate, is returning to the Olympics this summer in Paris. In the 2020 
Olympics, Benjamin won the sliver medal, losing the Gold to Norway’s 
Karsten Warholm in the 400 Meter Hurdles. 

Benjamin has waited and trained for three years to get back to the Olym-
pics. He recently won the US Olympic trials in the 400 with a US record best 
46.16 seconds. After punching his ticket to Paris, Benjamin gave his record 
time a “C-plus” and will look to improve on his time on the big stage in Paris. 
The Olympics begin on June 26. 

Benjamin was a three-time New York State Public High School Athletic 
Association champion at MVHS. The Mount Vernon native also ran track 
and field at the University of Southern California and the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles.

The son of Winston Benjamin and Jeanette Mason, Rai has overcome in-
juries since the last Olympics but says that he is now in top health.. All of 
Westchester, and America will be watching and rooting for you.

___________________________________________________________

   Go for the Gold Rai Benjamin!

From the Westchester Human Rights Commisserion: The Yorktown Pride 
event, held on June 29, had its highest attendance ever, a testament to the 
community’s support for diversity and inclusion. The event was a vibrant cel-
ebration, filled with a colorful parade, inspiring speeches, and beautiful song 
performances. This month, we celebrated Pride at six different events through-
out the County, including Westchester Pride, New Rochelle Pride, Yonkers 
Pride, Peekskill Pride, and Rye Pride. As we close out Pride Month, let’s carry 
forward the spirit of unity and acceptance every day, ensuring that our com-
mitment to equality and justice remains strong throughout the year-Presented 
by Yorktown for Justice.

____________________________________________________________
Surviving the Summer with The Last Kids on 
Earth and Max Brallier (3rd-6th Grade)

Pride Event Comes to Yorktown 

Join us to talk with New York Times bestselling author Max Brallier Tues-
day, July 16th at 2:00 PM on Zoom. Visit YPL.org for more informaton.           Read it all Online at Yonkerstimes.comRead it all Online at Yonkerstimes.com


