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Defacing a Declaration of Independence Signed
by Your Fellow Americans?
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As Putnam County joined the nation in celebrating the 250th anniversary of

American independence on July 4, a large replica of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence displayed outside our Historic Courthouse was intentionally defaced.

continued on pg 4-

Nine Local HS Graduates Receive 2026 Michael
Frey Scholarships from The Community Fund
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Nine Local High School Graduates Receive 2026 Michael Frey Scholar-
ships from The Community FundAward Honors Fallen Eastchester Police
Officer and Recognizes Positive Community Contributions

continued on pg 8-

Who’s to Blame for 49 million Gallons of sewage in Hudson

After Power Failure at Yonkers Wastewater Treatment Plant?

left:
Yonkers
Wastewater
Treatment
Plant

By Dan
Murphy

On the eve-
ning of July 2
into the morn-
ing of July 3,
Westchester
County and all
of the region
were hit with
temperatures
j of 100 degrees.
i During the heat
wave, Con Edi-
son cut electric
power by 8% to
NYC and West-
chester in an at

continued on pg 9-

Lawler Unloads on Conley, But Will it Matter?
THE |

NEW YORK'S

17th

DISTRICT

By Dan Murphy
On the evening of June 23, democrat Cait Conley won her party’s primary
for Congress in NY-17, setting up a November election against republican con-
gressman Mike Lawler.

The Lawler campaign appeared ready for Conley’s victory because they be-
gan a series of attack press releases immediately after the primary.

continued on pg 10-
Creepy Somers Guy Arrested for Stalking a 74-Year Old

Woman Walking in North Salem

North Salem area. And, he's out again. I'll
keep my mouth shut about my feelings on

that@

This man was arrested this morning on Bogtown Rd
for attempting to sexually assault a female jogger at
5:37am. He rides a black e-bike - no license.
According to police reports he was released
immediately on his own recognizance. Please be
careful. Extra eye on the kids.
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Anand Singh Gets Two Years for Traveling to NJ
for Sex with a 14 Year Old: Feds Wanted 4 Years

Anand Singh Gets Two Years
for Traveling to Jersey for sex
with a 14-Year-Old: Feds Want-
ed 4 Years

By Dan Murphy

Anand Singh, a former aide to
Yonkers City Council President
Mike Khader and a former aide
at the Westchester County Board
of Legislators, was sentenced
on June 30 by Federal Judge
Vincent Bricetti to two years in
prison for traveling interstate to
engage in sex with a minor and
possession of child pornography.

The US Attorney’s Office for
the SDNY asked for a sentence
of more than four years.

Singh, 35, was caught in an
undercover sting by OBL Global
in December 2022.

Yonkerstimes.com was one of
continued on pg 8-
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Sphinx: The Character of Thomas Jefferson

“Fascinating . .. an enudite and fluminating study™ —The New York Times

AMERICAN
SPHINX

The Character of Thomas Jefferson

Love history — or just love a good story? Join the Past Pages Society,
NRPL’s monthly book club for anyone who loves history — or simply
wants to understand it better. Each session features dynamic discussions on
books exploring history, culture, politics, and untold stories.

Join us for our July discussion of American Sphinx: The Character of
Thomas Jefferson by Joseph J. Ellis

As we celebrate America’s 250th birthday this month, we look at the au-
thor of the document that started it all: Thomas Jefferson. Written by the
acclaimed historian Joseph J. Ellis. This month’s selection dives deep into
the life of this Founding Father from his writing of the Declaration to his
retirement in Monticello after his presidency. Read and come join us for a
discussion.

Registration is requested. Register online.

This program is part of the New Rochelle Public Library’s commemora-
tion of the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution, in collaboration
with Revolutionary Westchester 250 and New Rochelle 250.

2A — 2nd Floor Meeting Room

Thursday, July 23, 2026

6:00pm—7:30pm

To Register: https://newrochelle.librarycalendar.com/event/past-pages-
society-nrpl-history-book-club-69306

GENERAC

#1standby
generator/
worldwide.

Get whole-home
power, automatically.

Call 877-516-1160 to schedule
your free quote today!

*Terms & conditions apply
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New Rochelle Library’s July Discussion: American NYAG James Urges Student Loan Borrowers on

SAVE Plan to Choose New Repayment Options

Borrowers on SAVE Plan Will Receive Notices About Finding a New Fed-
eral Payment Plan Within 90 Days

New York Attorney General Letitia James today issued a consumer alert urg-
ing New Yorkers with federal student loans to prepare for the upcoming termi-
nation of the Saving on a Valuable Education (SAVE) plan. On July 1, 2026,
borrowers who are enrolled in the SAVE plan began receiving notifications
from their student loan servicer about choosing a different repayment plan.
All those currently enrolled in the SAVE plan who do not choose a new repay-
ment plan within 90 days of receiving a notification will likely be automati-
cally moved to the Standard Plan, which does not consider income and often
requires higher monthly payments than other plans. Attorney General James
encourages all New Yorkers on the SAVE plan to consider their options and
choose the repayment plan that makes the most financial sense for them.

“As federal cuts change student loan programs across the country, my of-
fice is here to ensure New Yorkers have all the facts about their loan options,”
said Attorney General James. “Student loans are already a heavy burden, and
no New Yorker should find themselves in an expensive repayment plan they
didn’t choose. New Yorkers enrolled in SAVE plans should start searching for
an alternative repayment plan to get ahead of this transition.”

The SAVE plan is an income-driven repayment plan implemented in 2023
that was designed to be one of the most affordable options available. In 2024, a
federal court ordered the U.S. Department of Education (ED) to place all bor-
rowers enrolled in SAVE into a mandatory forbearance and eventually termi-
nate the SAVE Plan. The Trump administration announced its measures to end
the SAVE plan in December 2025. Starting July 1, 2026, loan servicers began
notifying each borrower of the date their SAVE forbearance will end. After a
borrower receives this notice, they will have 90 days to select a new repayment
plan before being automatically enrolled in another plan, most likely the Stan-
dard Plan. The Standard Plan does not take the borrower’s income level into
account, meaning that monthly payments under the Standard Plan are often
higher than under other loan repayment plans.

Borrowers whose most recent loan was disbursed or consolidated before July
1, 2026 might have the following options depending on their circumstances:

Income-Based Repayment (IBR);

Pay as You Earn (PAYE);

Income-Contingent Repayment (ICR);

The Repayment Assistance Plan (RAP), which became available on July 1,
2026; or

Traditional repayment plans, including Standard, Graduated, and Extended
plans.

While returning borrowers have access to PAYE and ICR plans for now, all
borrowers on these plans will have to pick new plans by July 1, 2028.

Borrowers whose most recent loan will be disbursed or consolidated on or
after July 1, 2026, will have to choose between the Repayment Assistance Plan
(RAP), which became available on July 1, 2026, and the Standard Plan.

For free, personalized advice and guidance about student loan options, New
Yorkers can contact the Education Debt Consumer Assistance Program (ED-
CAP) by phone at 888-614-5004 or by email at edcap@cssny.org. More in-
formation about transitioning away from the SAVE is available online from
EDCAP.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
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Congressman Latimer’s Office Now Accepting

Miltary Service Academy Applications

ARE OPEN!

Applications close October 11th at 11:59 PM

Our office is now accepting Service Academy Nomination applications for
students in Westchester and the Bronx!

Deadlines and information about the application process can be found here:
latimer.house.gov/services/military-academy-nominations

Creepy Somers Guy Arrested for Stalking a 74-Year Old
Woman Walking in North Salem

On June 1, 2026, New York State Police in Somers arrested Michael P. Danko, 46,
of Somers, New York, following an investigation into an incident involving a female
pedestrian in the Town of North Salem.

The investigation began after a witness contacted 911 regarding an encounter on
Mills Road. The victim, a 74-year-old female, reported the incident was part of un-
wanted contact that had occurred over several months. She reported that Danko re-
peatedly approached her while she was walking and made inappropriate comments
that caused her to fear for her safety.

Following the investigation and consultation with the Westchester County District
Attorney’s Office, Danko was charged with:

Stalking in the Fourth Degree, a class B misdemeanor

Harassment in the First Degree, a class B misdemeanor

Danko was arraigned in the Town of North Salem Justice Court, where a full stay-
away Order of Protection was issued on behalf of the victim. He is scheduled to
return to court on June 15, 2026, at 5:30 p.m.

Note: The screen shot is a Facebook post and not from the NYSP.

Read it all Online
at Yonkerstimes.com

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
for Small construction Co./Real Estate Co.

Seeking experienced professional to manage a one
person office.

Must have strong accounting / bookkeeping skills

Excellent computer skills (Microsoft, Excel,
QuickBooks)

Construction related paperwork, contracts, record
keeping, typing,
Filing, correspondence, customer inquiries, etc.

Strong organizational & communicational skills.
Ability to work independently and multitask.
Detail oriented & VERY RELIABLE.

Full-time position. Mon—Fri. 8am to 4pm or 7am to 3pm
Belmont, Bronx, NY
E-MAIL CONTACT: mreginai28 @gmail.com

Lawler and Latimer Agree on One Thing:

Support for Israel

| STAND
willy

ISRAEL

By Bryan Fumagalli

Though bipartisan agreement is in short supply these days, Rep. Mike Lawler
— a 39-year-old Republican representing New York’s 17th congressional district
—and George Latimer — a Democrat representing New York’s 16th congressional
district — share at least one thing in common: support for Israel.

In 2024, a year after he first took office, Lawler introduced the Stand with Is-
rael Act, which would have required the withholding of U.S. funding to United
Nations agencies that expel, downgrade, suspend, or otherwise restrict the par-
ticipation of the State of Israel. The bill, which didn’t get out of committee, was
modeled after the current prohibition of funding to any UN entities that elevate
the status of the Palestinian Authority to a member state.

In April of this year, Lawler and Rep. Josh Gottheimer introduced a bipartisan
resolution condemning the rise of what they call antisemitic, hate-filled rhetoric
disseminated by prominent online personalities including Hasan Piker and Can-
dace Owens.

“Piker has openly applauded Hamas’ terrorism, downplayed the mass rape of
civilians on Oct. 7, and dehumanized Orthodox Jews as ‘inbred,” Lawler said in a
press release. “Owens has trafficked in vile conspiracy theories, promoted blood
libels, and platformed Holocaust deniers. With an audience of millions, they have
a responsibility to confront hatred and bigotry in every form, not to amplify it to
the masses.”

As for Latimer, the former county executive was elected in 2024 after defeating
incumbent Democrat Rep. Jamaal Bowman in the most expensive congressional
primary in history. Westchester’s former county executive had the backing of
pro-Israel groups against Bowman, who has been a vocal critic of Israel.

On Oct. 7, 2025, the two-year anniversary of Hamas’ attack on Israel, Latimer
made his position clear.

“Two years ago today, Hamas launched a brutal attack on Israel—murdering
1,200 innocent people and taking more than 250 hostages,’ he said in a statement.
“As we remember the lives lost, we stand in solidarity with their families whose
pain endures. The remaining hostages must be released immediately. Their fami-
lies have waited far too long. Hamas must accept the ceasefire proposal, end this
war, and stop the suffering. Enough is enough.”

Months earlier, Latimer joined other lawmakers on a visit to Israel with the
American Israel Education Foundation.

“I’'m appreciative to be here with colleagues and we still think for ourselves
and try to come up with what will hopefully be the right public policies that will
support Israel and freedom across the world and at the same time be sensitive to
all of the different players here in the Middle East.”

Lawler and Latimer sit on the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

Westchester Rising
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Erasing the Capo di Capi: Why the Exclusion of
Little Italy is a Blow to Our Heritage and Economy
By Frank Spotorno

When you think of New York City, certain images immediately come to mind:
the skyline, the yellow cabs, and the vibrant, bustling streets of our distinct neigh-
borhoods. Among those, few hold as much iconic status or cultural weight as
Little Italy. It is a neighborhood woven into the very fabric of the five boroughs,
shaped by the hands of immigrants who helped build this city from the ground
up. Yet, if you were to look at the newly released "New York City’s Immigrant
Enclaves" map put out by Mayor Zohran Mamdani’s Office of Immigrant Affairs,
you wouldn't find it.

The map, designed to highlight 30 enclaves across the city—from Little Africa
to Little Yemen to Little Odessa—somehow managed to omit the most famous im-
migrant enclave of them all. For the Italian American community, and the count-
less local businesses that rely on the heritage tourism it brings, this isn't just an
oversight. It feels like a deliberate erasure.

A Heritage Ignored:

Between 1880 and 1924, roughly 1.3 million Italian immigrants arrived in New
York City. They laid bricks, built infrastructure, opened bakeries, and created tight-
knit communities that would permanently alter American culture. Today, Italian
Americans still make up nearly 11.8% of New York's population.

To leave Little Italy off an official city map of immigrant enclaves is to ignore a
foundational pillar of New York’s history. As Mike Crispi, president of the Italian
American Civil Rights League, powerfully noted, “Our culture is good enough for
their photo ops, our food is good enough for their fundraisers, and our neighbor-
hoods are good enough for tourism dollars — but when it comes time to recognize
Italian Americans, they erase us.”

Many in the community view this as part of a broader pattern of disrespect,
pointing to the city's recent refusal to grant a permit for Unity Day 2026 and past
political hostility toward figures like Christopher Columbus. When heritage is
treated as an inconvenience rather than something to be celebrated, it sends a chill-
ing message to the communities who call this city home.

The Real Cost to Local Business:

Beyond the cultural sting, there is a very real, tangible economic threat. Little
Italy is not just a historical footprint; it is a living, breathing economic engine. The
restaurants, cafes, and shops lining Mulberry Street depend heavily on tourism.

When a neighborhood is removed from official city maps and tourism resources,
it effectively hides those businesses from visitors trying to navigate the city. Tour-
ists use these very maps to plan their days, deciding where to spend their money
and experience the city's diverse culture. If the city government acts like Little
Italy doesn't exist, how can we expect out-of-town visitors to find their way to a
fourth-generation bakery or a family-owned trattoria? These small businesses are
still recovering from years of economic turbulence. They don't need their own lo-
cal government pulling the rug out from under them.

A Call for Recognition:

A city spokesman claimed the map was simply meant to highlight neighborhoods
with "substantial foreign-born populations from regions and countries around the
world." But this defense falls flat when you consider the sheer cultural and histori-
cal magnitude of the neighborhoods left off—a snub that extended to other major
enclaves as well, including historic Orthodox Jewish and Irish neighborhoods.

You cannot celebrate the "tapestry" of New York City while actively unraveling
some of its oldest threads. Little Italy is more than just a backdrop for movies or
a place to grab a slice of pizza. It is a monument to the resilience, hard work, and
enduring legacy of Italian Americans. It's time for the city to correct this map, rec-
ognize the communities that helped build the five boroughs, and support the local
businesses that keep the heart of Little Italy beating.

Frank J Spotorno, Yonkers

* Native of Little Italy

* Member: Italian American Civil Rights League of America

* Member - East Harlem Giglio Society

Read it all Online
at Yonkerstimes.com
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Defacing, continued from pg 1-

The County’s replica was unveiled during our Putnam County Heroes: Battle the
Redcoats reenactment, where hundreds of children, parents, residents, my family
and I included, proudly signed it as a symbolic affirmation of our nation’s found-
ing ideals. It was later displayed during the return of the restored Sybil Ludington
statue and remained on exhibit throughout Independence Day.

On the afternoon of July 4, local law enforcement learned the display had been
defaced with political graffiti. Our County Historian’s Office promptly removed
the display to preserve history and the matter was referred to law enforcement for
further investigation. Security footage from law enforcement personnel, along with
surveillance cameras monitoring the Historic Courthouse and County complex, do
exist and are being reviewed to help verify the identities of those responsible.

The Declaration of Independence is our nation’s founding document. Regard-
less of political beliefs, it deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. Every
American enjoys the constitutional right to free speech, but intentionally defacing
a public display created for families to celebrate our history and heritage is not an
act of civic engagement; it is an act of gross disrespect.

The overwhelming majority of those who visited the display participated exactly
as intended, with pride, gratitude, and appreciation for the freedoms secured by our
Founding Fathers. Hundreds of residents proudly added their names to the Decla-
ration as intended. Those responsible for defacing it did not.

Putnam County will not allow the actions of a few individuals to overshadow
what was otherwise a meaningful and successful celebration of America’s 250th
birthday.

Fortunately, this story does not end with the vandalism sought to spoil the an-
niversary of our nation’s independence. My administration has already secured a
new replica of the Declaration of Independence, and it will be available for resi-
dents to sign during the Putnam Lake America 250 Parade this weekend and at the
Putnam County Fair later this month.

I encourage everyone who shares our love of country and appreciation for our
nation’s founding ideals to stop by, add your John Hancock, and help demonstrate
that respect for American history will always outweigh those who seek to diminish
it.

In Putnam County, we remain proud of our history, grateful for our freedoms,
and committed to ensuring that America’s 250th anniversary is remembered for
patriotism, community, and unity, not the actions of those who chose disrespect
over celebration,” said Putnam County Executive Kevin Byrne.

State Senator Pete Harckham said, “The recent vandalism of the replica Declara-
tion of Independence and the Sybil Ludington statue in Putnam County is deeply
troubling. Freedom of speech is a fundamental tenet of our society, but defacing
historic monuments only fuels division rather than meaningful dialogue. Thank
you to our local law enforcement agencies and Putnam County officials for their
swift response to this situation”

Assemblyman Matt Slater said, “The Declaration of Independence represents
the ideals and freedoms our nation was founded upon. Defacing this historic ex-
hibit has no place in our community, and I commend Putnam County and our law
enforcement agencies for their swift response. As we celebrate America’s 250th
anniversary, let us continue to unite so we can honor our history with respect and
pride.”

Norma Perira , Eileen McDermott and Gina Romano were found by the Carmel
PD to be “expressing their rights” by writing “500 Years of Genocide” on the Dec-
laration of Independence.

No arrests were made by the Carmel Police Department. Their report reads,”]
approached the subjects matching the descriptions and advised them of the com-
plaint we had received. I looked at the replica and observed one of the subjects
wrote “500 years of genocide” The subject explained they were approached by an
unknown couple who had an issue with what they had written on the replica. They
explained to the couple they had the right to express their thoughts on the replica.
After discussing what happened between them and the unknown subjects, I then
asked the females for their identification. The subjects grew visibly agitated and
refused to provide identification asking why I needed their information. I advised
the subjects, I was dispatched to a crime in progress, I observed such crime was not
being committed and I had questioned them in regards to said crime and I had to
document my findings. I then One of the subjects McDermott, provided her iden-
tifying information. Romano then followed but refused to give me her address. I
approached the last subject Pereira, When asked for her name, she stated her first
name was Karen. All subjects were released from the scene without incident. Mc-
Dermont was provided with an incident report number.”
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Ballroom Built Community
When the World Turned Away

By Dennis Richmond, Jr.
“Werk, sistal”

If you have ever attended a ball, chances are you have heard those words ring
through the crowd. For many people, Ballroom is known for the fashion, the music,
the trophies, and the performances. What many do not realize is that Ballroom was
built out of necessity. Long before corporations celebrated Pride Month and long
before LGBTQ+ people gained broader visibility, Ballroom provided something
many people could not find elsewhere: family.

Born from the creativity, resilience, and determination of Black and Latino LG-
BTQ-+ communities, Ballroom traces its roots back to Harlem. Over time, it evolved
into a worldwide cultural movement that has influenced fashion, music, dance, tele-
vision, and language. Yet despite its impact on popular culture, the heart of Ball-
room has always remained the same. It is about community.

At the center of Ballroom are Houses. A House is a chosen family that provides
mentorship, guidance, support, and belonging. For many members, Houses became
safe spaces after experiencing rejection from relatives, schools, workplaces, or so-
ciety at large. Legendary Houses such as LaBeija, Dupree, Ebony, and Pendavis
helped create a foundation that continues to shape Ballroom culture today.

Members of Houses compete at events known as balls, where participants walk
categories that showcase everything from fashion and beauty to performance and
confidence. However, many members say Ballroom’s greatest contribution has nev-
er been competition. It has always been the people.

“Ballroom is needed because community resistance is needed more now than ever
before,” said Nekia Zulu, 26, of Brooklyn. “Of course an outlet for creativity is
needed, but in these times community is needed not just by people older and estab-
lished in the community like myself, but by the youth just entering adulthood and
society.”

Carmen Berry, 28, of Akron, Ohio, believes Ballroom remains vital because it
reminds people of their collective strength.

continued on pg 11-
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Somers Man Arrested for Impersonating
an FBI Agent at Playland

A Somers man was charged with
Criminal Impersonation over the week-
end after he came to Playland Park wear-
ing an FBI shield and spinning a tall tale
about being shot on the job. The shield
was a fake. The story was, too. On July
4, about 5:45 p.m., several undercover
officers assigned to Playland stopped to
talk to a man whose dog was wearing a
tan vest adorned with a K9 patch with a
blue line as well as other patches. The
owner told them that he and his dog had
recently been shot, and he removed a

— knee brace to display a wound.
The man then raised the hem of his shirt to reveal a gold shield affixed at his
waist. He stated that he was “FBI” and that he and the dog had been shot in the
line of duty. To make the tale even better, he went on to say that his dog had bit-
ten — and killed — their attacker.

When the man went back into the Tiki Bar restaurant, an employee in the area
gave the officers a business card that the man had been handing out. It was for a
dog walking service with John Fiore listed as the owner.

Now this guy’s story didn’t add up from the get-go, but you have to do your due
diligence. In follow-up investigation, officers were not able to find any evidence
of an FBI agent named John Fiore. They did not find any reports of a recent shoot-
ing of an FBI agent or canine.

What they did find was a May press release from the New York State Police.
That release announced the arrest of a man named John Fiore who had claimed
he was shot by an intruder at his home but actually had suffered a self-inflicted
gunshot wound. A search at that time of Fiore’s home turned up illegal weapons
and narcotics.

Fiore was retrieved from the Tiki Bar and directed to accompany officers to the
Playland Precinct. As they walked there, he knocked the shield off his waistband
and attempted to kick it out of sight. There’s a picture of it here so you know how
that worked out.

In the end, Fiore, 47, was charged with Criminal Impersonation 1st Degree, a
felony, He is due to answer the charge in Rye City Court on July 14.

Westchester County Youth Bureau Announces
Vacancy on NYS Governor’s Youth Council

Seeks Youth Leader to Represent the County for the 2026-2027 Term

The Westchester County Youth Bureau is seeking a dedicated youth leader
13-21 years old to participate in the prestigious New York State Governor’s
Youth Council: a forum for advocacy that facilitates an ongoing dialogue with
policy-makers to better address issues and concerns faced by youth in their
communities.

Members of the Governor’s Youth Council will meet virtually with their Re-
gional Peers and Regional Representative twice monthly as well as participate
in virtual trainings and at state-wide youth-led events. This exciting opportu-
nity is available to only one qualifying candidate from each of the 62 counties
in New York State. Members of the Youth Council will provide recommenda-
tions to the Governor and other policymakers on a wide variety of issues and
must commit to serving the full term through March 31, 2027.

2026-2027 Topics of Focus Include:

Youth Mental Health

Substance Use and Prevention

Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

Youth Programming in a Virtual World

Youth Voice and Engagement: Creating Opportunities
Addressing Identity and Community Needs

Interested youth looking to impact issues in the State and in their communi-
ties who reside in Westchester County should review the guidelines and submit
an application by July 28, 2026 through the NYS Governor’s Youth Council
online portal.

Please contact the Westchester County Youth Bureau with any questions at
WCYB@westchestercountyny.gov or by calling 914-995-2745.

Oiree toudh of a button !
sends help fast, 247,

Faor a FREE brochure :'ih

1-800-404-9776
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AMERICAN MAKIONG SUNDAES IN
OPEN PLAY ~ THE PARK

KENSICO DAM PLAZA ~ Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
10 am. to 12 pm.

SATURDAYS: J
JUL: 11 & 25 | AUG: 1,15, 22 & 29
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Wednesdays | July & August
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Crestwood Library Staff Bring Donated Blankets
to St. John’s Riverside Hospital

» | ﬁl VERSIDE
R S £ ey, A o el g mkﬁﬁ% HO?ﬁTMJL
From the Yonkers Public Library: Our Crestwood community loves to give
back. More than 25 handknit blankets were donated to St. John's Riverside
Hospital's Maternity Services in Yonkers. The blankets were knit by volunteers,
many of which were knit by Kristy LaBarbera!

Kristy brings the spirit of our library’s Knitting and Fiber Arts Programs
to life! In addition to being an avid reader, crocheter, and puzzler, Kristy is
a middle school math teacher at Westchester Hills School 29! Thank you to
Kristy and the rest of our volunteers for this labor of love.

Bear Found in a White Plains Tree

Read it all Online at Yonkerstimes.com

Four days of fairground fun.

The Greene County Youth Fair el
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From the White Plains Police Department

Not every call involves a person.

On July 8, White Plains Police Patrol and Emergency Services Unit offi-
cers responded to reports of a black bear roaming through several residential
neighborhoods before eventually climbing a tree.

Working alongside the New York State Department of Environmental Con-
servation, ESU members safely secured the area while DEC personnel suc-
cessfully tranquilized the bear. The bear will be relocated to a more suitable
habitat in upstate New York, where it can continue its adventures far from
busy neighborhoods.

We appreciate the patience and cooperation of our residents who helped
ensure this incident had a safe outcome for both the public and the bear.

A reminder: If you encounter a bear, keep your distance, never approach or
feed it, and report any immediate public safety concerns by calling 911.

Safe for the community. Safe for the bear. Great teamwork all around.

Have Computer Problems?
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Frey Scholarships continued from pg 1-

Each spring, we invite guidance professionals from Bronxville, Eastchester, and
Tuckahoe High Schools to nominate deserving seniors for The Community Fund’s
Michael Frey Scholarship.

For 30 years, this award has honored P.O. Michael Frey of the Eastchester Po-
lice Department who lost his life in the line of duty in 1996. Nine-thousand dollars
in scholarships are available in total; each school system allocates $3,000 among
qualifying scholars.

Please join us in congratulating these nine local graduates who have demon-
strated an interest and capacity in giving back to their school communities and our
community-at-large.

Rocco Briante — Tuckahoe High School — SUNY CortlandA dedicated athlete,
Rocco plays both basketball and baseball, demonstrating teamwork, perseverance,
and leadership on and off the field. His coaches and peers often speak highly of his
work ethic and positive attitude. These qualities translate seamlessly into his aca-
demic and personal pursuits. Rocco participates in the Junior Achievement (JA)
Club, where he has developed his interest in business and financial literacy, as
well as TASC, our after-school program where he supports younger students and
helps with school activities. Rocco also works at Lake Isle, a testament to his time
management skills, responsibility, and motivation. He is exploring future paths in
physical education and finance, two fields that reflect his natural strengths.

Amelia Chen — Eastchester High School — Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT)
Amelia is a thoughtful and driven student whose leadership, kindness, and quiet
confidence consistently uplift those around her. An accomplished researcher, her
work in Advanced Science Research led to a publication in the Journal of Emerg-
ing Investigators, and she is also a gifted cellist with the Chamber Music Center
of New York. As president of the poetry club, athletics editor for the yearbook,
and publicist for the ETBE hockey team, she leads with integrity and inspires her
peers.

Michael “Reid” Craig — Bronxville High School — Case Western Reserve Uni-
versityReid is defined by perseverance, especially after developing “long CO-
VID” in fall 2023. Despite lasting and unpredictable symptoms that forced him
to step away from athletics, he maintained strong grades, continued advanced
coursework, and stayed engaged in school life. Reid completed the Inspirit Al
mentorship program, where he developed a model to detect skin cancers, applying
coding skills to real-world challenges. Since his junior year, he volunteered with
Gramatan Village helping members navigate technology for which was recog-
nized by the organization. Reid served as Treasurer of the Fuller Center/Habitat
for Humanity club and co-taught a web design mini-elective. He plans to major in
computer science.

Demaree Dixon — Tuckahoe High School — Westchester Community Colleg-
eDemaree has been an active supporter of school fundraising efforts, regularly
preparing baked goods for sales that help raise money for school programs. In
addition to his contributions behind the scenes, Demaree proudly served as the
school mascot, bringing energy and pride to our community. Demaree is known
for his enthusiasm for the Metro-North Railroad, with a deep interest in train
routes, conductors, and the many towns along the lines — he often rides the trains
simply for the experience. Are you a past Frey Scholarship recipient?We want to
hear from you! Upload a video, voice note, or short update below. The Commu-
nity Fund would love to cheer you on, help you network, and share news about
what is coming up next in your world.

Sofia Doherty — Tuckahoe High School — University of WisconsinSofia is not
only academically driven but also highly engaged in extracurricular activities. She
is a talented and dedicated athlete, balancing both lacrosse and cross-country with
grace and determination. She co-founded our school’s business club, taking the
initiative to create an opportunity for students to develop financial and entrepre-
neurial skills. She recognizes a need, takes action, and inspires others to follow.
Sofia actively participates in the youth ministry and donates her time to Habitat for
Humanity and the Challengers Club. Sofia forms meaningful relationships with
peers, teachers, and community members alike. She is a natural leader; people are
drawn to her positivity, kindness, and ability to bring people together.

Analeigh Falcon — Bronxville High School — University of ConnecticutNew
to Bronxville in 9th grade, Analeigh made a place for herself as a kind, mature
member of our community. She is particularly interested in art and has excelled
in that subject.

Annie McLoughlin — Eastchester High School — Virginia TechA valued member
of the National Honor Society, Annie and two fellow students led the charge to
start a Women’s Empowerment Club at the high school. She was captain of the
Varsity Cheerleading team for the past two years and has always maintained posi-
tive relationships with peers.

Chihoko Saito — Eastchester High School — Brown UniversityChihoko has vol-
unteered at Hope’s Door Women'’s Shelter for the past two years. She has also
tutored over 40 students in piano, flute, science, math, history, and English, and
interned for a county court judge.

Vladimir Sanchez — Bronxville High School — SUNY Stony Brook Vladimir
is polite, kind, caring, and has a great sense of humor. He is well-liked among
his peers and respected by the school staff. One way Vladimir has positively im-
pacted the community is by working as a lifeguard the past couple of years — he
loves interacting and helping people as much as he can. As a member of the Fuller
Center Club at Bronxville, he has helped rebuild homes in the local community.
Vladimir has been a positive representation of our school in the community in the
classroom, on the athletic fields, and through service he has provided to neighbor-
ing towns.

In Home Personal Training
In-Home Personal Training Available. NASM , EMT
and Special \ Needs Certified. Strength Training, Fat
Loss, and Muscle Building. Virtual and online coaching
available. Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.

Singh gets two years, continued from pg I1-

the first media outlets to report on Singh’s crimes in an April 2023 story titled,
Underage Sex Sting in NJ Nabs Anand Singh, Westchester BOL Staffer .

A YouTube channel named OBL Global caught a former democratic staffer at
the Westchester County Board of Legislators, Anand Singh, in an undercover,
underage, sex sting in New Jersey.

The video can be found at this
watch?v=SkUNpG5HP4s&t=262s

The incident was posted on YouTube April 11, but the incident occurred in
Mid-December of 2022.

The video is graphic in content, and in the comments and messages by Anand
Singh, who thought that he was chatting with a 14-year old girl.

Singh asks for the two to meet on Snapchat, to exchange photos and videos.
“I want to share something with you. I'm doing something and I want you to
watch.”

Shortly after this message exchange, Singh backs off, messaging, “Save my
number and in a few years hit me up,” and “I am into it but I have to be the adult
in this situation.”

But shortly after Singh returns to graphic messages, including questions about
the 14-year olds sexual history, and the type of sex he hopes to have with her. “are
you on birth control-I could def hold you down lol.”

Some of the chat messages have the name Hidley Anand, perhaps his Giglio
name.

Then the conversation turns to inviting another underage girl to join them. “Do
any of your friends like older guys too? Maybe we can all get together and party.”

Anand then makes the decision to meet this young girl at lam that evening.
He traveled 2.5 hours, and during the drive made 5 phone calls to the young girl
decoy. The audio of these calls is in the YouTube video and graphic.

Arriving at lam at the designated location in Newark, Anand is confronted by
Ramy and OBL. He then gets back into his car and leaves.

Two police officers show up and are filmed speaking with Ramy, the creator
of OBL Global. The incident occurred in Newark and the Newark Police Depart-
ment responded to the 911 call but arrived after Singh had left.

The FBI later arrested Singh in NY.

We spoke to Ramy to verify this story, and he was shocked at the depravity of
Singh’s messages and graphic sexual comments. “-I’ve caught over 300 of these
guys, before millions of viewers, and this was one of the worst chat logs I have
ever seen. There are more stuff and posts that I couldn’t post. And the fact that
he was a government official is heartbreaking. He violated our trust, and even the
decoy, who is in her 20’s was traumatized at what he was saying.

Singh worked for former Yonkers City Council President Mike Khader, from
2019-2021. And until his termination, Singh worked for the Westchester County
Board of Legislators, on the staff of both the Legislation and Economic Develop-
ment committees.

Ramy said that Singh was wise to leave and not stick around and confess what
he did. “He committed felonies and by showing up he can be charged with child
endangerment. He crossed state lines to have sex with a minor. And the duffle
bag he showed up with was filled with sex toys. But he didn’t stay around and
incriminate himself.”

According to Ramy, he posted the video of Singh sometime in mid-December,
but then took it down after the livestream. Many people watching the livestream
recognized Singh and started notifying officials in Westchester four months ago.

Ramy said that County Legislator Colin Smith reached out to OBL for more
information, and explained that after the livestream in December, their YouTube
channel was taken down, and he had to create another channel. OBL was also
involved in two other high-profile cases, and the Singh incident got pushed back.
End of our 2023 story.

Singh’s boss, County Legislator Chair Catherine Borgia, was made aware of
the allegations in December and referred them to the County Public Safety De-
partment but took no further action. Borgia political career was derailed when she
was forced to resign as board chair the next month because she failed to consult
with county legislators and did not protect board members and staff.

The Journal News posted a story about Singh’s two-year sentence. https://
www.lohud.com/story/news/crime/2026/07/06/ex-westchester-legislative-aide-
sentenced-for-trying-to-have-sex-with-14-year-old/. The story includes, “ A for-
mer aide to the Westchester Board of Legislators who was caught by a vigilante
group trying to meet a 14-year-old girl for sex has been sentenced to two years
in federal prison.”

We do not agree with the characterization of OBL and Ramy as a Vigilante
Group. We see them as a vital group of concerned citizens who are trying to find
sexual predators and hand the information they found over to police.

Former NBC reporter Chris Hansen provides a similar show, and resource, to
the public.

We have subscribed to OBL’s channel, to support their work, and we encourage
our readers to do the same.

https://obnation.locals.com/member/OBNATION

link-  https://www.youtube.com/

Westchester Rising

SEND US letters,
annoucements, opinions,
photo and story ... etc

TO

dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com
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Treatment Plant, continued from pg 1-

tempt to avoid a blackout.

On July 2-3, 2026, the Westchester County Yonkers Joint Sewage Treatment
Plant suffered a major power breakdown that resulted in the discharge of 39 mil-
lion gallons of chlorinated, partially treated sewage into the Hudson River.

The incident unfolded over the busy Independence Day holiday weekend due
to a mix of extreme weather and equipment failure:

The Cause: During a severe regional heatwave, Con Edison initiated emer-
gency power reductions. The massive reduction in voltage placed an intense,
unexpected strain on the treatment facility’s equipment. While the plant’s backup
generators initially kicked on as designed, the compounding mechanical stress
caused the backup system to fail, leading to a complete power outage at the facil-
ity.

On July 2, Con Edison stated, “Con Edison is asking customers in certain areas
of Yonkers, Pelham, Mount Vernon, Bronxville, Eastchester, New Rochelle and
the town of Mamaroneck in Westchester, and in certain areas of the Northeast
Bronx and City Island, to conserve energy while crews repair equipment. Con
Edison has reduced voltage in the area by 8 percent to protect equipment and
maintain service as crews make repairs.

“The Westchester area is roughly bounded by the Bronx on the south, parts of
Eastchester and New Rochelle on the north, parts of Yonkers and Tuckahoe on
the east, and parts of New Rochelle and Mamaroneck on the west. The affected
area also includes some customers in the northeast part of the Bronx and on City
Island. The total customer count is 89,000.”

The Spill: The power failure began on the night of Thursday, July 2, and para-
lyzed the main processing systems. Operators bypassed standard treatments to
avoid a catastrophic internal backup, leading to the 39-million-gallon discharge.
The plant was not fully operational again until 1:45 p.m. on Friday, July 3.

The Impact & Health Advisories: The Westchester County Department of
Health immediately issued an emergency advisory warning residents to avoid all
direct, recreational contact with the Hudson River—including swimming, kayak-
ing, paddleboarding, boating, and fishing.

Affected Areas: The water quality advisory stretched from the New York City
line north through several Westchester riverfront communities, including Yon-
kers, Hastings-on-Hudson, Dobbs Ferry, Irvington, Tarrytown, Sleepy Hollow,
and Briarcliff Manor. The Philipse Manor Beach Club in Sleepy Hollow was also
ordered closed. While the plant quickly returned to full operations on July 3,
county health officials kept the recreational river advisories in place well into the
following week to allow residual contamination to clear and water quality testing
to return to baseline safety levels.

Con Edison maintains that power flow in Yonkers continued for July 2 and
3, and that the 8% voltage reduction would not have completely shut down the
plant.

Initially, County Executive Ken Jenkins office stated in a release that the failure
was “due to the power reductions by Con Edison from the extreme heat.”

That comment was later corrected to include power issues” as a possible cause.

The New York Times covered the story (https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/03/
nyregion/sewage-spill-hudson-river.htmlnternal

and included, “According to a state report released Friday night, the Yonkers
plant lost power because of extreme heat and humidity and could not transfer
power over to its generators.” We have not been able to identify or obtain that
report.

But neither the NY Times nor the Journal News, which also covered the event,
did not identify the actual cause of the massive spill or who is to blame. Residents
in Southwest Yonkers who live near the plant DO WANT ANSWERS, and others
have called for an investigation.

Some posts on social media include former employees at the plant and those
with knowledge of the backup generators, which appear to have failed at a criti-
cal point.

One post wrote, “I just retired from there out of fear that someone would get
hurt and that I would be held responsible for something beyond my control. New
York State should witness actual full load generator testing as they always have
instead of simply saying, “Do it yourself and let us know when you’re done.”

Another post wrote, “I was the Superintendent of Maintenance at the plant. A
few years back, the plant had a major generator failure that would have been pre-
vented if the Deputy Commissioner had acted on the concerns I raised. Instead,
my concerns were ignored, and the plant went down for an extended period.

The DEC investigated the previous incident, and the facts were twisted or mis-
represented. As a result of that incident, another engineering study was ordered.
An engineering firm was hired to evaluate the emergency generator and deter-
mine what equipment could safely be operated on generator power.

I was told that the State, along with the engineering firm, would conduct a full
load test of the emergency generator. I welcomed the test because [ wanted to see
whether the recommended equipment list would actually perform as expected
while operating on generator power.

I kept asking when the load test would be scheduled. I was repeatedly told that
the State had not provided a date. I continued to ask, but my questions were ig-
nored. To my knowledge, the load test was never conducted.”

The residents of Southwest Yonkers deserve answers, and so do the thousands
of Westchester residents who use the Hudson River for recreation every day.

Note: The Water Treatment plant is operated by Westchester County. The City
of Yonkers has not oversight or authority over it.

Notice of formation of LR Project Solutions LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 3/10/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of the pro-

cess to the LLC, 108 Boulevard, Pelham, NY 10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of 660 SAW MILL LCC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 03/20/2026. Office: 4 Amawalk Point Road, Amawalk NY 10501
Westchester County. SSNY designated Brian O'Neill as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the
LLC, 4 Amawalk Point Rd, Amawalk NY 10501. Purpose: Real Estate

Trump Administration Delivers 325 Million for
Route 9 Improvements in Westchester

Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Invests Billions into In-
frastructure, Including $32.4 Million for New York for Family Friendly and
Safety Improvements

On July 7, U.S. Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy announced an invest-
ment of $1.73 billion into 127 projects in 52 states, territories and the District of
Columbia, including $32.4 million for New York. From Alaska to Florida and
Maine to Hawaii, the Trump Administration is delivering critical roadway, tran-
sit, rail, maritime, and aviation infrastructure improvements for American fami-
lies and businesses.

New York will be receiving $32.4 million for roadway and transit infrastructure
projects, including:

$25 million to reconstruct a mile and half of U.S. Route 9 in Westchester Coun-
ty to install new roundabouts and traffic signals and enhance sidewalks and pe-
destrian crossings to improve safety, make the area more family-friendly, and cut
down on travel time.

$7.4 million to improve safety between trains and vehicles at three crossings in
Suffolk County.

“America is fortunate to have a Builder in the White House who knows Amer-
ica is only as great as our infrastructure. That’s why this Department is investing
in repairing critical roads and bridges that connect Americans to job opportuni-
ties, port infrastructure that bolsters our national security, and aviation and transit
projects that move American families. The impact of these dollars will be felt in
communities nationwide for years to come,” said U.S. Transportation Secretary
Sean P. Dufty.

Because U.S. Route 9 spans the entire East Coast, multiple federal, state, and
local initiatives are underway to upgrade the corridor. These projects—spanning
New York, Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, and Massachusetts—are heavily
backed by federal grants from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to
improve safety, congestion and pedestrian access.

Trump Accounts Provide $1,000 Free Seed
Money for Kids Born 2025-2028

How do Trump Accounts
actually work?
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Lawler Unloads, continued from pg 1-

#1-WHAT WILL IT TAKE FOR CAIT CONLEY TO DENOUNCE THE RADI-
CAL LEFT AND STAND UP TO THE SOCIALIST WING OF HER PARTY?

Cait Conley has had multiple chances to denounce the Socialist Sweep of New
York City, but every single time she’s deflected, dodged, or outright accepted their
support in her race for Congress. Today, the Lawler for Congress campaign an-
nounced a five-figure ad buy to hold her accountable.

Fresh off her under-50% primary win, Cait Conley sat down with CBS, Bloom-
berg TV, and NBC and received what should have been a layup question on every
program about the socialist sweep in New York City. Yet every time, she avoided
the question and moved on, even when confronted with a clip of Brad Lander, ar-
chitect of the Defund the Police movement in NYC, saying he was excited to cam-
paign for her. Then, Cait doubled down, saying she would welcome his support!

This is in stark contrast to the actions taken by members of Conley’s own party
from New York, including Tom Suozzi, who have pledged to fight the radical left.

Today, the Lawler for Congress campaign is announcing a five-figure buy to air
these clips so every voter in NY-17 can see Cait Conley’s cowardice for them-
selves.

Lawler for Congress Campaign Manager Ciro Riccardi offered the following
statement in light of this new ad spend:

“Cait Conley will be held accountable throughout this campaign for her far-left
positions, and that starts today. Saying you would ‘welcome’ socialists like Brad
Lander, Zohran Mamdani, and the rest of the DSA in the Hudson Valley is the op-
posite of moderate - it’s radical. Cait Conley says she wants to fight for the Hudson
Valley, but she can’t even stand up and denounce someone who wants to abolish
ICE, defund the police, raise taxes, and is Zohran Mamdani’s best friend. That lack
of courage, also known as cowardice, in the face of radicalism is precisely why
voters will send Cait Conley back to the private sector and big tech contract work
this November.”

#2-Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez just publicly endorsed Cait Conley.

Read that again...Friend.

The face of the Squad. The voice of Democratic Socialism. The congresswoman
who has spent six years dragging the Democratic Party into open socialism just put
her name behind Mike Lawler’s opponent.

CAIT CONLEY MAKES IT CLEAR - LANDER, VALDEZ, CHEVALIER,
AND THEIR FELLOW SOCIALISTS ARE WELCOME IN THE HUDSON
VALLEY ON HER WATCH

Cait Conley has decided she wants the help of those who have pledged to abolish
ICE, fought to defund the police, and co-founded a group that calls for the “total
eradication of Western civilization.”

Last Tuesday, three New York City socialists won their Congressional primaries:
Brad Lander in NY-10, Claire Valdez in NY-7, and Darializa Avila Chevalier in
NY-13. The very next day, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez stated that she was looking
forward to working with Cait Conley and her fellow socialists. Brad Lander said
he was excited to campaign for Cait Conley in the Hudson Valley after winning in
NY-10.

And Cait Conley’s response? “I welcome anyone here in this district.”

So, who exactly is Cait Conley welcoming into the Hudson Valley?

Brad Lander (NY-10). In June 2020, Lander published an open letter with a title
that says it all: “My commitment to working to defund the NYPD.” He called for
cutting a billion dollars from the police budget. Recently, Brad stated he was look-
ing forward to campaigning for Cait Conley in the Hudson Valley.

Claire Valdez (NY-7). Valdez calls herself a “proud democratic socialist,” and
her own campaign website pledges that she will “fight to dismantle and abolish
ICE.” She was arrested inside Senator Chuck Schumer’s Manhattan office in Au-
gust 2025 while protesting U.S. arms sales to Israel. At a televised primary debate,
she said Israel had committed “genocide” and said she would support arresting
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on an International Criminal Court
warrant if he set foot in New York.

Darializa Avila Chevalier (NY-13). Deleted tweets reviewed by CNN’s KFile
show her calling to abolish the police, prisons, and borders, declaring “all deporta-
tion is wrong,” and reposting a message that “Israel doesn’t exist.” She also called
President Biden a “rapist.” Darializa even attended the pro-Hamas Times Square
rally on October 8, 2023, the day after October 7th, an event so widely condemned
that fellow primary winner Brad Lander quit the DSA over the party’s promotion
of'it. At a March 2026 candidate forum, she declined to condemn Hamas’s October
7 attack when asked directly. She also co-founded Columbia University Apartheid
Divest (CUAD), the campus group that later posted that it was fighting for the “to-
tal eradication of Western civilization.”

And Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (NY-14) herself, who has called to “Abolish
ICE,” still champions defunding the police on her campaign website and pledged at
a March 2026 NYC-DSA forum to vote against any U.S. military aid to Israel, in-
cluding defensive systems such as the Iron Dome, which she has previously voted
against.

These are the people who Cait Conley wants to serve alongside and the same
ones she would “welcome” into the Hudson Valley. Those are their words and their
records.

Lawler for Congress Campaign Manager Ciro Riccardi offered the following
response:

“Cait Conley just said the quiet part out loud - that she welcomes the support
of New York City socialists in her campaign for Congress. Brad Lander, Claire
Valdez, Darializa Avila Chevalier, and AOC are some of the most radical, card-
carrying members of the Democratic Socialists of America, and Cait Conley wants
to campaign alongside them. These are folks who want to defund the police, abol-
ish ICE, work for the ‘total eradication of Western Civilization,” get rid of prisons
and borders, and even think Joe Biden is a rapist. If Cait thinks those are the values
Hudson Valley voters are clamoring for, we wish her the best of luck in securing
more six-figure contracts with big tech companies after losing in November.”

#3-

Less than 24 hours after the polls closed, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez took
to X to congratulate Cait Conley by name, declaring that she looked forward to
“working together as a delegation as we fight for working families across New
York.” The question for Cait Conley is simple: Does she accept her place by AOC’s

continued top right

side in New York’s newfound radical-left Congressional delegation, and everyone
in it?

Lawler for Congress Campaign Manager Ciro Riccardi offered the following
response:

“AOC congratulated Cait Conley alongside a slate of radical candidates Cait
wishes to serve in Congress with. So, which is it, Cait: do you reject AOC and the
candidates who want to abolish ICE, defund the police, and tear down our borders,
or do you embrace them? The Hudson Valley deserves an answer, and so far, all
we’ve heard is your own damning silence.”

#4-1F CAIT CONLEY IS SERIOUS ABOUT REPRESENTING THE HUD-
SON VALLEY, SHE’LL RELEASE HER NDAs. WHAT IS SHE HIDING?

Cait Conley won her primary while refusing to tell voters what two Palantir-
linked AT defense contractors paid her nearly $335,000 to do, citing nondisclosure
agreements. Now that she’s the nominee, the Lawler for Congress campaign is
calling on Conley to release certified copies of her NDAs with Primer Al and Hid-
den Level. If she won’t, voters deserve to know why.

Cait Conley is now the Democratic nominee for New York’s 17th Congressio-
nal District. She earned that nomination without ever answering a basic question:
What are Primer Al and Hidden Level paying her hundreds of thousands of dollars
to do?

Conley’s own financial disclosure, filed only after a local reporter and constitu-
ents pressed her, shows roughly $335,000 in income from the two firms, $35,000
from Primer, and nearly $300,000 from Hidden Level. Both companies work
alongside Palantir, the contractor helping the federal government carry out its
surveillance and deportation operations. Primer advertises that it supports DHS
“homeland security operations.” Primer also won what was then its largest federal
contract in history, a multi-million-dollar deal with US Special Operations Com-
mand, in October 2020, while Conley was serving as Director of Operations at
Army Special Operations Command, inside SOCOM.

When voters and members of the media asked what she actually did for that
money, Conley said she had signed nondisclosure agreements and could not dis-
cuss it. Lawler for Congress campaign manager Ciro Riccardi today called on her
to release certified copies of those agreements:

“Cait Conley is asking Hudson Valley voters to make her their voice in Con-
gress, but she’s doing so while hiding who has been signing her checks and what
they bought. She says an NDA ties her hands. Fine. Then release certified copies
of them. If there is nothing in Cait Conley’s arrangement with Primer and Hidden
Level that voters would object to, a certified copy of each NDA costs her nothing.
So, which is it, Cait? Will you release certified copies of your NDAs with Primer
and Hidden Level, so the people of the Hudson Valley can see exactly what a
Palantir-linked surveillance contractor is paying their would-be Congresswoman
to do? Or will you ask them to trust you while you keep them in the dark? If
you are serious about representing the Hudson Valley, you’ll release them. If you
won'’t, voters deserve to know why.”

#5-

A carpetbagger from Northern Virginia just won the Democrat primary

Cait Conley is the one the DCCC parachuted into this district twelve months
ago — a place she hadn’t lived in for over twenty years and had never once voted
in or paid taxes in. She is the establishment’s hand-picked candidate. The Hillary
Clinton signal-boost candidate. DCCC'’s quiet favorite all along.

Her suspicious Al and big tech contracts, the ones she keeps lying to local re-
porters about, are hiding behind NDAs while collecting hundreds of thousands of
dollars annually for part-time work.

Her opposition to the Working Families Tax Cut, the law that even Bloomberg
said overwhelmingly benefits middle-class New Yorkers, especially in the Hudson
Valley. Her call to revoke 287(g) agreements that allow local law enforcement to
cooperate with federal officials on immigration.

Her embrace of Hochul-style green mandates and her opposition to reopening
Indian Point. Her calling all Republicans “the greatest threat to America” and an
enemy from within disqualifying rhetoric for someone seeking to represent one of
the most politically balanced districts in the country.

NY-17 is the #1 flip target in the country. Bernie Sanders’ organization is mobi-
lizing one million volunteers. Hillary Clinton is publicly weighing in from inside
the district. The DCCC has reserved millions in fall ad spending. And now Conley,
their hand-picked carpetbagger, is the nominee carrying it all.

I won this seat by 1,700 votes in 2022. T held it against over a $20 million assault
in 2024. The general election begins now.”

The Lawler campaign is working hard to identify Conley at too far left, and out
of touch for the voters in NY-17. The campaign tactic that the Lawler campaign,
and look for the Conley campaign to use, is two-fold.

First, get your base excited to work for Lawler or Conley, by volunteering and
voting in November. As the past two elections show, NY-17 is evenly divided,
with Lawler winning his first race by only 2,100 votes, and his second contest with
52% of the vote. The second and more traditional method is to try and attract inde-
pendent or undecided voters to your side. This portion of the electorate has become
smaller and smaller over the past 12 years, and could be as little as 5% of the total.
Are there Trump-Lawler voters who could vote for Conley? We will delve into this
small but important part of NY-17 in the weeks to come.
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PORT CHESTER MAN CHARGED WITH POSSESSION AND PROMOTION
OF CHILD SEX ABUSE MATERIAL

Westchester County District Attorney Susan Cacace announced today that Christo-
pher Mendoza, 21, of Port Chester, was charged with two felonies in relation to his
alleged possession and promotion of child sexual abuse material.

Mendoza was arraigned Wednesday on a felony complaint charging him with Pro-
moting an Obscene Sexual Performance by a Child, a class D felony, and Possessing
an Obscene Sexual Performance by a Child, a class E felony. The defendant was
released on his own recognizance pending further proceedings.

DA Cacace said: “Our investigators work tirelessly with the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children and the New York State Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force to identify and apprehend individuals like Christopher Mendoza
who promote this obscene material. We will continue to aggressively pursue anyone
who attempts to exploit the most vulnerable members of society, our children.”

As alleged in a felony complaint, on or about February 5, 2025, the defendant pro-
moted an obscene sexual performance by a child by sharing a digital video via Snap-
chat. This video depicted an adult male sexually abusing a female child approximate-
ly 7 to 10 years old. On January 30, 2026, the defendant allegedly possessed a video
file of a nude female child approximately 7 to 10 years old engaging in sexual activity.

This case was investigated by the Hi-Technology Crime Squad within the West-
chester County District Attorney's Office, the New York State Police, the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children and the New York State Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Force.

Ballroom, continued from pg 5-

“Ballroom is needed because it’s the foundation of what Ballroom was founded
in,” Berry said. “The outside world wanted to ostracize us and made sure we were
pushed underground. We need it now more than ever to remind ourselves of who
we are and our strength in community.”

For Aoki Lee Terrell, 39, of the Bronx, Ballroom provided life lessons that ex-
tended far beyond the runway.

“Ballroom is a compass for culture,” Terrell said. “It births raw creativity into
society. It’s also a charm school. It gives you the mindset that if you can be judged
by the shadiest people and come out unscathed, you can do the same thing in the
world. Ballroom taught me how to appear confident in any situation.”

As LGBTQ+ communities continue to face challenges across the country, Ball-
room remains what it has always been: a place where people can find acceptance,
confidence, mentorship, and love. The trophies matter. The categories matter. The
legends matter. But the community has always mattered most.

That is why Ballroom is still here. It was never just about the ball. It was about
making sure nobody had to face the world alone.

Dennis Richmond, Jr. (@NewYorkStakz) is a journalist, historian, and edu-
cator from Yonkers, NY. He writes to uplift unheard voices, honor history, and
inspire change.
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OFF-DUTY N.Y.P.D. DETECTIVE FOUND GUILTY OF POINTING SER-
VICE WEAPON AT TEENS, THREATENING TO KILL THEM

The defendant brandished a loaded gun, his service weapon, as part of a road
rage incident targeting three area teens

Westchester County District Attorney Susan Cacace today that New York City
Police Department Detective John O'Connell has been convicted of 12 charges in
relation to a 2025 road rage incident where he pointed a loaded gun at a group of
teenagers and threatened to kill them.

O'Connell, 37, of Patterson, N.Y., was convicted by Somers Town Justice Mi-
chael J. McDermott in a non-jury trial Tuesday of three counts each of Menacing
in the Second Degree, a class A misdemeanor, Endangering the Welfare of a Child,
a class A misdemeanor, Menacing in the Third Degree, a class B misdemeanor,
and Harassment in the Second Degree, a violation.

DA Cacace said: "The defendant's lethal threats against three of our commu-
nity's children have left scars that will stay with them for years. No criminal con-
viction can erase the enduring trauma of a loaded firearm that is pointed in your
direction. However, I do hope this verdict provides the victims and their parents
with a sense of closure. There is simply no excuse for escalating a traffic dispute
into criminal harassment, especially when the perpetrator is responsible for utiliz-
ing de-escalation techniques within his law enforcement service."

On Aug. 28, 2025, at approximately 8:30 p.m., three 16-year-old Westchester
and Putnam residents were traveling east on Rte. 6 in the Town of Somers when
they came to a sudden halt due to changing traffic patterns. O’Connell, operating
a 2024 Honda that he had been driving behind the teens, was also forced to brake
suddenly.

O'Connell then drove across the double yellow lines into oncoming traffic and
pulled up alongside the teens, rolling down his passenger-side window. He yelled
at them, "I have a gun" and "I'm going to fucking kill you" while pointing a loaded
Glock 19 pistol, his service weapon, at each of the teens.

The defendant continued to drive in an aggressive manner toward the teens be-
fore they were able to break off and call the police.

The case was investigated by the New York State Police.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorneys Edward Barrett and
Marina Fedak of the Northern Westchester Branch.

Notice of formation of CONNECTED EXPERIENCES LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with SSNY on 01/30/2026. Office: Westchester Co. SSNY designated
agent for process and shall mail copy to LLC at 212 Colabaugh Pond Rd,
Croton On Hudson, NY, 10520. Purpose: any lawful act.

Notice of formation of Meri Health, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on
5/27/26. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the
LLC, PO Box 134 Maryknoll, NY10545. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of Rat Attack Snacks, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 3/2/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, 516 Park Avenue Yonkers NY 10703. Purpose: Any
lawful activity

Notice of formation of DVH List Services, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 05/05/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 69 Johnson Rd, Scarsdale NY 10583. Purpose: Any lawful
activity

Notice of formation of W4J9R1 Holdings, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on
04/23/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 2 Gedney
Park Drive, White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Westchester Rising

PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388. Proudly serving the the people of West-
chester with hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association. Legal notice inquiries to:
risinglegalnotice@gmail.com. Daniel Murphy, Publisher & Editor in Chief, dmurphy@
risingmediagroup.com. Bayan Baker, Assistant to the Editor in Chief risingmediagroup@
gmail.com.

Notice of Formation of Infinity Strategies Group LLC. Arts of Org. Filed
with SSNY on September 1, 2025. Office location: Westchester County, New
York. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 255 Huguenot
Street, Apt 913, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of M.C.K. VENTURES LLC of Org. filed with the SSNY
on03/31/2026. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process
to MCK VENTURES LLC 465 TUCKAHOE ROAD, #1304 YONKERS, NY,
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of formation of Frontline Restoration Partners LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed
with the SSNY on July 7, 2026. Office Location: Westchester County, New York.
SSNY is designated as the agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 333 Mamaroneck Avenue,
Suite 359, White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Moving Minds LCSW PLLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY
on 06/02/2026. Office Location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Nichole
“Selling my home with Liz Buys Houses Rankin, 8 Oakbrook Road, Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

wis a game=changer!™
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Notice of formation of Digital Infrastructure Services LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with NY Dept. of State on 10/22/25. Office: Westchester County. NY DOS des-
ignated as agent for service of process; DOS shall mail copy of process to 7
Ridgeway Cir White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful purpose.
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Thousands Enjoy Ukrainian Heritage Festival in Yonkers Town of Eastchester Holds America 250 Parade

On July II, the Town of Eastchester held itprade celebrating the 250th

: ol ; T e . birthday of our great country! Congratulations to the Co-Grand Marshals,

From State S Shell ) S Eastchester’s very own Mike Grillo, also known as General George Washing-
rom State Senator Shelley Mayer ton, and the Forliano Family on behalf of Dick Forliano. Special thanks to
I had a wonderful time at the Yonkers Ukrainian Heritage Festival. our grand sponsor, New York Presbyterian. Thank you to the 250th committee

, .
It was a pleasure to see my friend Walter Kozicky, co-founder of the SUMA members and all who made this day most memorable. God Bless America!
Federal Credit Union, who will celebrate his 102nd birthday this September!

Thank you to all the organizers, volunteers, and everyone who attended for
putting together an incredible event — one that will donate 100% of the prof-
its to support humanitarian efforts in Ukraine.
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Are you getting the most out of your Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plan?

=| Prescription Drug Coverage @»3 Hearing Exam and Hearing Aids 4} Dental
&2 Monthly OTC Benefits <(®&> Eye Exam and Eyewear ‘\M Acupuncture

Enroll today: www.villagecaremax.org/enroll 1'866'656'8501 (TTY 71 1)

Call to enroll. 7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Cost sharing and deductibles may vary based on the level of Medicaid & Extra Help that the beneficiary receives. Food & produce (grocery items), gas-at-the-pump, utilities, rent/mortgage assistance, pest control products, indoor air quality products, ride
share, public transportation, transportation for non-medical needs are part of Special Supplemental Benefits for the Chronically 11l (SSBCI). In order to be eligible to receive SSBCI benefits, enrollees must be determined to be chronically ill, have a chronic
condition (e.g., diabetes, chronic heart failure, cardiovascular disorder, chronic and disabling mental health conditions, stroke, or other eligible conditions), and meet coverage criteria. Not all Members enrolled in the VillageCareMAX Medicare Health
Advantage or Medicare Select Advantage plans may quality. Members enrolled in the VillageCareMAX Medicare Total Advantage plan will qualify. Some dental service limits and prior authorization requirements apply. VillageCareMAX is an HMO plan with
Medicare and New York State Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in VillageCareMAX depends on contract renewal. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings, call 1-855-296-8800 (TTY: 711). VillageCareMAX complies with Federal civil
rights laws and does not exclude people or treat them differently because of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak English, free language assistance services are available to you. Appropriate auxiliary aids and services to
provide information in accessible formats are also available free of charge. Call 1-855-296-8800 (TTY: 711) or speak to your provider. ATENCION: si habla espafiol, tiene a su disposicién servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingtiistica. Llame al 1-855-296-8800
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