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Westchester Speaks out on Death of Tyre Nichols Kayla Green’s F amily
Westchester Affiliated Police “Horrified” By Acts of Memphis

Police Still Looking for Answers

“America’s DNA is sickened with the disease &w
mass incarceration, and the dehumanization »
-Westchester Congressman Jamaal Bowman
Kayla Green, with
her father, Marlan
a photo circulating on so- Green
cial media of Tyre Nichols
giving a flower to a young
girl
By Dan Murphy

Members of Westchester law enforcement, and elected officials, are com-
menting on the unfortunate death of Tyre Nichols.

The Affiliated Police Associations of Westchester writes, “We stand with the
Nichols family and joins the national law enforcement community in condemn-
ing the actions of five Memphis Police officers charged with the murder of Tyre By Dan Murphy
Nichols. )

“The Affiliated Police Associations of Westchester, APA, representing all of The story of the death of Kayla Green, pictured above, was a tr?gedy for the
the 4,000 sworn law enforcement officers in Westchester County, is horrified by Mt. Vernon and Westghester County community to comprehend. It’s beqn fune
the actions of the Memphis Police officers responsible for the murder of Tyre months since thp Ap r.11 2022 fatal stabbing of the 16 year old cheer captain, Kayla
Nichols. The utter lack of humanity shown by these officers is abhorrent. The Green, after a city-wide parade to celebrate the perfect season and championship
APA commends Memphis Police Chief CJ Davis and the Memphis District At- victory by the Mount Vernon Knights Varsity Basketball team.
torney’s office in their swift firing and charging of these officers. Another victim and survivor, Mainece Simpson, is still struggling from the

“Acts of cowardice in law enforcement are unacceptable. There is simply no trauma of the brutal attack. The family of Kayla Green, friends, and the community
place for this type of behavior in our profession. We understand the community’s remain devastated by Kayla’s untimely loss.

We spoke to Kalya’s father Marlan Green, who together with Kayla’s mother,
Lavern Gordon, have been vocal about their concerns about what happened to their
daughter Kayla, and in the aftermath of her death.

Mr. Green spoke lovingly of his daughter, and the pride he took in helping her
succeed. “My daughter was on the Honor Roll and was the captain of the Cheer-
leading team. She always stayed late to help others.”

“Kalya wanted to become a Doctor and help others and serve others. She was

outrage and we pledge to work together on training on the duty to intervene and
to render aid, on the use of force and on any other initiatives that will improve
outcomes between police officers and the people we serve.

“The APA prays for Tyre Nichols’ family and the Memphis community.
No apology or words will ever make up for what the Nichols’ has had to see or
endure. We can only offer our sincerest and a heartfelt promise from from the

law enforcement community as a whole to continue to strive to do better in Mr. i ; . T ;
Nichols honor and memory.y humble and was raised the right way by her family. She also participated in a sum-

We will not let this dispicable act diminish the compasion and heroic word mer program with the Mount Vernon Police Department,” said Mr. Green.

done by our police officers every day,” said APA President and Yonkers PBA G.r cen said that on the date ofjche acci'dent, an ambulanqe was not gvailable,
Preside};lt lll(eri)th Olson. very 4ay resulting in Mt. Vernon Police taking her in the car to Jacobi Hospital in the Bronx.

By the time Marlan Green got to the hospital, he was told that Kayla had already
passed away.

“With that large of a crowd, there should have been an ambulance there, or
close by. We didn’t have an ambulance in Mt. Vernon to save my daughter.” Green

Westchester Congressman Jamaal Bowman, issued the following statement
following the release of the Memphis Police releasing the body cam footage of
Tyre Nichols being beaten by five police officers.

“Sending my deepest condolences to the family of Tyre Nichols,”

continued on pg 6-
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Illegal Dumping at Yorktown Par 3?

Whose to Blame for the Shortage? Feds, DA, AG Asked to Investigate
The Chicken or the Egg?

ILLEGAL

DUMPING
IS A CRIME

IF YOU'RE CAUGHT
DUMPING ON PUBLIC
By Dan Murphy PROPERTY, YOU WILL BE

We have all seen the price of eggs going up and up and up, FINED AND BILLED FOR
approaching $8 per dozen, and there’s a lot of rumbling about the reasons why. THE COST OF CLEAN-UP.

So we decided to ask the company whose eggs we have been enjoying for
decades-Croton Egg Farm.

We spoke to Tom, the General Manager, who told us “the problem was gen-
erated from the Bird Flu. A large number of chickens died and that depleted in- By Dan Murphy
ventory. It’s basic economics, because there was less inventory and higher prices.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture reported that more than 55 million birds
across 45 states were infected with bird flu. And any bird that contracts the flu is

Croton Egg Farm GRADE AA EGGS s |
g . EXTRA LARGE =

NETWT. 27 OL (1 18,11 OZ) 766 =

ONE DOZEN EGGS =

Based on reports of illegal dumping, at the Town owned Par 3 golf course in
Jefferson Valley, and on a neighboring wetland property also owned by the town,
we have written the following letter to Westchester District Attorney Mimi Rocah,

killed, reducing the overall supply of egg laying hens by 5%. US Attorney Damian Williams, and NY Attorney General Letitia James request-
“I have been doing this for a long time, and I never saw the price of eggs go ing that they consider an investigation.

to this price. We were selling them wholesale at $5.50 per dozen, but then the “I am writing this letter concerning accusations made about illegal dumping

diners and the delis and the supermarkets had to raise their prices. in the Jefferson Valley neighborhood in the Town of Yorktown, NY. Two proper-

ties of concern are a former Par 3 golf course that was closed and inoperable
for more than a decade, allowing anyone who wanted to dump to do so on this
unprotected property. There is also a town owned wetland property, located next
to the golf course, which has also been alleged to be a dumping property for

“One of the farms that we get our eggs from had the Bird Flu and they lost a
lot, but I have farms upstate and in Pennsylvania, so we weren’t really affected
by lower supply. I know it got scary for a lot of egg suppliers.

Tom has good news for those who enjoy their morning eggs. The price is construction debris.
coming down. “We are turning the corner and prices are coming back down. The location of these properties, next to the Taconic Parkway, makes it an
Inventories are picking up.” easy and desirable place for dumpers to unload their waste. We are hoping that
A quick check of the price of a dozen Croton Farm Eggs at DeCiccos in Jef- someone with more knowledge comes forward to your office, or to our newspa-

per with information that may be helpful to determine if these claims are true,
and if anyone can be brought to justice.

Thank you for your consideration. Daniel J. Murphy, Editor, Yonkerstimes.
com, Westchester Rising, Yonkers Rising.”

ferson Valley was $7.19.
We asked Tom about reports that smugglers were trying to sneak in eggs
across the border because of the outrageous prices here. “I never heard that and

I don’t believe it. There are millions of birds here in America, we can handle our Additional questions include who had the oversight for managing the Par 3
own supply.” during the years that it was closed and prior to when Cambareri and eventually

I can vouch for Croton Egg Farms eggs. They are delicious and reasonably RC took over the property. Who had the keys to the facility? Was there anyone in
priced, and they are a local company. And Tom ended our conversation with, let town government at the time who had connections in the construction industry?

anyone know that we can supply your business with good fresh eggs. Just give us

continued on pg 8-
a call.
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High School Basketball Championships Four Westchester HS Students Named
Return to Westchester County Center Regeneron Science Talent Searh Finalists

e, .
_;:.;'I L] ]

Ariella Blackman, left, Samantha Milewicz, right, Joseph Miguel Rober-
tazzi, below and Cindy DeDianous, bottom

G REGENERON STS FINALIST
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The Executive Committee of Section One, Inc., of the New York State Public
High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) met Monday, Jan. 30, and ap-
proved the highly anticipated return to the Westchester County Center for the
2022-23 Basketball Championships. Championship week is scheduled to begin
with the semifinal match-ups on Monday, Feb. 27.

Last week, Section One leadership conducted a site visit with Westchester
County officials to assess the status of renovations taking place at the venue. “It
was truly amazing to see the transformation that the Westchester County Center A Longitudinal Analysis
has undergone. First, this storied space was converted into a medical facility as Identifying the Relationship
part of the greater effort to address the needs of our county in battling the CO- Betwean the South Atlantie
VID-19 pandemic. Now it is returning to serve once again as the premier venue Anomaly and Shifts in
to host our Basketball Championships. While renovations are ongoing, we are Migratory Bird Populations
optimistic for its return,” stated Todd Santabarbara, Executive Director.

Amendments to the previously adopted boys and girls basketball tournament
calendar were also approved.

e Monday, February 27th — Class B Semifinals

o Tuesday, February 28th — Class C Semifinals

® Wednesday, March 1st — Class A Semifinals

o Thursday, March 2nd — Class AA Semifinals

e Friday, March 3rd — Class D Boys Final and Class B Finals

Joseph Miguel Robertazzi

Migration and Magnetism:

e Saturday, March 4th — Class C and Class A Finals
e Sunday, March 5th — Class AA Finals

The last time a basketball championship was celebrated in the Westchester
County Center was in March 2020.

County Executive George Latimer said, “The Westchester County Center
has been a major landmark in this County for generations — and for Section One
Basketball players that facility’s elevated status is even greater. For nearly three
years, the County Center was used as a beacon of hope in our battle against CO-
VID-19. From its transformation into a hospital center, to a testing hub and final-
ly to a vaccination clinic, this iconic venue changed itself to adapt to the times,
like we all did. But now, finally and like we all do, we see progress. This tourna-
ment was the last event hosted at this facility before COVID-19 hit and now it
will be the first event hosted upon its re-opening. With Section One Basketball
returning to the County Center, this iconic tournament is in its rightful home
and I look forward to welcoming these exceptional schools, student-athletes and

Four Westchester High School se-
niors were named finalists in the presti-
gious Regeneron Science Talent Search.

They are: Harrison High School
senior Ariella Blackman was named a
Regeneron Science Talent Search Final-
ist, one of only 40 seniors in the country.
She moves on to compete in the Finals
Week competition in Washington DC in
March. This is the first time a Harrison
High School student has been awarded
the honor of making it to the finalist
round.

High school science teacher and
Science Research Program Coordinator

families back.”

T’SNOT JUSTA
NAME. IT°S A RE
COMMITMENT T
WESTGHESTER.

We’re changing NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence
Hospital into NewYork-Presbyterian Westchester.
Beyond a new sign, we have a comprehensive
cancer center and are introducing Och Spine,
with more great health care options on the way.

shared, “I’m so excited that all of Ari-
ella’s dedication and hard work is being
continued on pg 3--
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Councilmember Yadira Ramos-Herbert

Announces Candidacy for New Rochelle Mayor
. .

Councilmember Yadira Ramos-Herbert (District 3) has announced her
candidacy for New Rochelle Mayor. A Columbia Law School Administrator,
Ramos-Herbert was first elected to the New Rochelle City Council in 2019.

Ramos-Herbert wants to build on the work she has done in her time on the
council, including housing affordability, redistricting, expanding our summer
youth employment program, police accountability and COVID response and
recovery.

“I’ve had the honor and privilege to serve our city as a Councilwoman and I
will bring that same passion and energy that I used to tackle police accountabil-
ity, COVID-19 vaccine distribution and increasing summer youth employment
to the Mayorship. I promise to give all of our neighbors, community groups and
organizations a seat at the table when decisions are made so that everyone has a
voice in how we tackle issues that matter.”, said Ramos-Herbert.

The most important issues facing New Rochelle are housing affordability,
climate resiliency and ensuring quality of life concerns are addressed.

“With the continued growth in our downtown core, the Mayor and Coun-
cil need to continue to work to expand housing affordability. New Rochelle is
also not immune from the impact of climate change and proactive planning is
necessary to protect residents. Finally, it is imperative that we ensure two-way
dialogue among all residents to ensure the City is listening and responsive to
community concerns,” explained Ramos-Herbert.

Prior to her 2019 election to the New Rochelle City Council, Yadira served
as a New Rochelle Public Library Trustee, a member of the Lincoln Avenue
Task Force, a planning committee member for the Downtown Revitalization
Initiative, a member of the Task Force on Reducing Violence in the Lives of
Children and Youth, board member of NewRo Runners, youth group leader at
New Rochelle United Methodist Church and president of her homeowner’s as-
sociation.

Yadira received her B.A. in History from St. Francis College and her law
degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo Law School. She
practiced law for eight years before she returned to school in order to obtain her
M.Ed. in Higher Education Administration from Northeastern University. She is
currently the Associate Dean for Student and Registration Services at Columbia
Law School.

In her free time, you will find Yadira running, reading and spending time
with her wonderful family (husband and two school-aged children).

For more information about Yadira and the campaign, visit her website at,
http://www.YadiraForNewRo.com .

County Legislator Damon Maher has also announced that he is a candidate
for New Rochelle Mayor, setting up a democratic primary between the two.

Regeneron Finalists, continued from pg 1-

rewarded. As an aspiring astronaut, her project could potentially help humans
inhabit Mars. She has an incredible passion for learning and for innovation. She
leads by example and helps to inspire our next generation of young scientists in
our program.”

Congratulations to Byram Hills High School senior Samantha Milewicz on
being chosen as a finalist in the prestigious Regeneron Science Talent Search!
Samantha is one of 40 finalists and will participate in a week-long event in
March. These students will compete for more than $1.8 million, with a top prize
of $250,000.

Samantha used a novel 3D model that mimics the brain’s protective layer, the
blood-brain barrier, to identify a protein involved in tissue damage from traumat-
ic brain injuries. With a combination of several techniques, she demonstrated that
inhibiting the production of the protein MMP-9 restores healthy barrier function
post-injury, providing insight into this protein’s potential for therapeutic innova-
tion. Congratulations, Samantha! We wish you continued success in March!

Ossining High School, Ossining, Joseph Miguel Robertazzi Project Title:
Migration and Magnetism: A Longitudinal Analysis Identifying the Relationship
Between the South Atlantic Anomaly and Shifts in Migratory Bird Populations

Scarsdale High School, Scarsdale, NY Cindy DeDianous
Project Title: Alpha Retinal Ganglion Cell Dysfunction Precedes Vascular Dys-
function in a Mouse Model of Type 1 Diabetes.

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. congratulate the 40 finalists in the Regen-
eron Science Talent Search 2023, the nation’s oldest and most prestigious science
and math competition for high school seniors. The 2023 finalists were selected
from 1,949 highly qualified entrants based on the originality and creativity of
their scientific research, as well as their achievement and leadership both inside
and outside of the classroom. Each finalist is awarded at least $25,000, and the
top 10 awards range from $40,000 to $250,000.

F Immediate Opening
Fallsburg Central School

High School Principal
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Is Lying the New Thing?

By Eric W. Schoen

We have the 29 year old woman in New Jersey who lied so she could become
a high school student. We have the daily lies coming from George Santos. Though
he has asked us for forgiveness, the lies coming from former Congresssman An-
thony Weiner. Richard Blumenthal, United States Senator from Connecticut lying
to us about his military service.

Is lying the new thing? A study came out that said as far as the American
people are concerned, lying is par for the course with politicians and the American
people. What’s wrong with us. And how long is this lying thing going to go on?

Who is to blame? Do we just take everything for granted and make up what
we want? Does anybody check anything out anymore? Or do we take everything
as it is?

I learned my lesson as Civil Service Administrator for the city of Yonkers.
Before I joined. The. Civil Service administration, Candidates would fill out ap-
plications for jobs and no one would check them out. I came in and checked out
the employment information on several candidates. Boy can people stretch out
their background. In one case a candidate was a scanner scanning products for
a supermarket instead of doing professional scanning work. I brought this to the
attention of the Civil Service Commissioners, who took the candidates position
and not mine. The commission said, ‘oh, he scans for A. & P, he goes to Iona, he
has to be smart.  There went a job that should have gone to a professional scan-
ner to a supermarket scanner. Fortunately the individual has retired by now but the
individual went up the civil service ranks doing who knows what damage along
the way.

By the way, 8 out of 10 people want Santos to resign.

BYE BYE BABY, BBB and HARMON Closing

So they are closing all the Harmon and select Bed, Bath and Beyond stores
including the one in Greenburgh. Ouch! What will the mail look like without the
plethora of discount coupons. The coupons were getting sparse to begin with and
they were putting all kinds of conditions on them (date, item use, product use etc.)

When I got my Atkins Chocolate Shakes and bars and Think bars and Skin
products ( Arnicare) the coupons made a big deal. Then there was always the extra
coupon that I some how found a way to use. We loved the coupons that were 20%
off the whole purchase which gave a discount on all your items particularly after
The holidays. Combine the coupons with good prices on the products and you
could do very well.

As always someone picks up the slack. But in this case I think we will have to
turn to Amazon as they have good prices and the products we want.

Aviation, Jets and Rails

Remember when the 747 was the big plane we all wanted to fly on. The
last 747 flew it’s.final mission this week. Bigger planes are the story now. A
new Brooklyn cruise Terminal opened. This week. And finally, money has been
put aside for the rail tunnel under the Hudson River. This tunnel has long been
promised to us by Governors ,Cuomo, Christie and their subordinates but it never
seemed to get built. The current terminal was damaged big time by.Hurricane
Sandy but never repaired.

Molatov cocktail Tossed at Jersey Synagogue

Anti-semitism is alive and well and consists of a Molatov cocktail tossed at a
New Jersey synagogue. Leaders in the community put up a $10,000 bond to catch
this dangerous person. Hopefully they will lock him up and throw away the key.

Kangaroos

Kangaroo gloves for playing sports including kangaroo soccer cleats have
taken on a Big popularity recently. The only thing is that there are man made
products that don’t make us endanger these precious animals.

End Covid Emergency

If you haven’t got your supply of Covid test kids and your family hasn’t
received shots, you better get them now while the government is still paying for
them as soon the government is going to end the emergency and they will be yours
to buy on the open market at prices controlled by the manufacturers. On another
topic, there is an overload of Paxlovid,, the drug that lessons the Covid symptoms
as subscribers are not offering the drug to their patients.

continued on pg 6-
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NYS Department of Civil Service Announces

Application Period Now Open for Investigators
Applicants Can Apply Online to Take the Exam Through February 22

The New York State Department of Civil Service (DCS) announced that the
application period is now open for New York’s entry-level investigative civil service
exams.

The exams, which are used to fill titles in several state agencies, will be held as
in-person written exams in April 2023. Qualified candidates can apply online until
11:59pm EST on Wednesday, February 22, 2023.

People interested in being considered for these investigator positions within state
government must first meet the minimum qualifications for the title or titles of inter-
est and register for the civil service exam by submitting all the required information
by February 22 here.

The exams are multiple-choice tests and will be offered in April 2023. All can-
didates who are qualified to take the exam will receive an admission notice via mail
approximately two weeks prior to the date of the written test. The admission notice
will provide the candidate with details about when and where they are scheduled
to appear, along with other pertinent information. Candidates will also receive a
reminder email in advance of the exam.

The exams are used to fill the following titles at multiple agencies:

Investigator 1, Investigative Officer Trainee, Investigative Officer 1, Investigative
Specialist Trainee 1, Investigative Specialist 1

For many of the titles, the exams will also be used to hire individuals to work
in Motor Vehicles, Cannabis and Beverage Control investigation. In addition, the
exams will be used to hire individuals with proficiency in other languages. While the
exam is in English, those with proficiency in other languages will be required to pass
a language proficiency exam at the time of hire for certain titles.

To take the Trainee exams, individuals must have:

Either 1. four years of investigative experience;
Or 2. an associate’s degree and two years of investigative experience;
Or 3. a bachelor’s degree or higher.

The entry-level investigative positions perform investigations or investigative
activities. These positions require knowledge of a variety of laws, rules or regula-
tions, organized criminal activity or fraud. Investigative positions may use a variety
of techniques to obtain information, evidence and prepare written reports.

All positions include generous benefits including paid leave, health benefits, and
retirement plans, and telecommuting options may be available to employees in this
title who meet certain criteria. It is estimated that approximately 200 investigative
positions will be filled over the next year.

Department of Civil Service Commissioner Timothy R. Hogues said, “The
Department of Civil Service is pleased to offer these investigator exams, which are
used to fill a number of different investigative titles throughout the state. I encourage
all interested and qualified to apply for these exams today.”

New York State Department of Labor Commissioner Roberta Reardon said,
“Civil service exams are a great way for New Yorkers to gain access to well-paying
and fulfilling government careers. I encourage all New Yorkers to apply to have the
opportunity to not only work for The Department of Labor, but many other incred-
ible state agencies that are dedicated to serving New Yorkers.”

New York State Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Commissioner Mark J.F.
Schroeder said, “We thank Civil Service for administering this investigative exam
because we are always looking for people to join our ranks. DMV investigators are
hard at work on a daily basis across the state, getting illegally registered vehicles
off the road, working to deter and prevent identity theft-based crimes and otherwise
insure the safety of the people of New York State.”

Tyre Nichols, continued from pg 1-

“ Tyre Nichols should be alive today. He should be spending time with his son
and his family. He should be talking, laughing and smiling with his friends. He
should be enjoying his passion for photography. Instead, he was brutally murdered
by five Memphis police officers. Tyre wasn’t a threat. He was not breaking the law.
He was attacked and beaten to death with multiple kicks, punches, and nightstick
blows to his head. He tried to run for his life. He tried to run home to his mother.
He called out for his mother in the same way that George Floyd did before he was
killed.”

“America’s DNA is sickened with the disease of police brutality, mass incar-
ceration, and the dehumanization of Black bodies. We call on President Biden and
every elected official in this country to pass legislation and take executive action
as necessary to protect Black bodies and keep all Americans safe; especially the
most vulnerable. The disease of police brutality is systemic. And it has happened
in every corner of the country throughout American history. From the slave patrols
of the 1700’s to 2023, Black dehumanization and murder at the hands of the state
continues to be fueled by the disturbing legacy of institutional and systemic injus-
tice. It’s taxpayer money that funds police departments and it’s that same taxpayer
money that’s used to defend officers who break the law and pay settlements when
lawsuits arise. It is on all of us to demand radical change.”

“The usual impunity hurts the most. Most officers who break the law aren’t
fired, charged or convicted. The swiftness with which the officers were fired and
charged, and the release of the video should serve as a blueprint for every police
department going forward. I also must acknowledge and thank the activists and
organizers who continue to fight for accountability — and humanity.”

“Police killed more than 1000 people in 2022, making it the deadliest year on
record since we started tracking police killings.

We need federal, state and local legislation that holds law enforcement ac-
countable and takes a public health approach to public safety. Federal legislation,
like the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act and the People’s Justice Guarantee
can serve as models for the nation to follow. These policies, along with the Truth
and Racial Healing Act can help us begin the process of curing America of its anti-
Black racism that is so intricately and intentionally woven into the fabric of every
American system and institution. If we don’t, there will be more senseless killings
of Black people by both police and vigilantes. It was vigilantes who killed Emmitt
Till, Trayvon Martin, and Ahmed Aubery. The KKK were also vigilantes created to
terrorize and kill Black people.”

“We call on President Biden, Congress, and elected leaders all over the country
to lead for Black lives and lead for Black humanity,” said Rep. Bowman.
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Latimer Announces $500k in Matching Grants
to 102 Westchester Arts Groups

L-R-County Executive George Latimer, County Legislators Margaret Cunzio,
Ben Boykin, Catherine Parker, with Janet T. Langsam, CEO of ArtsWestchester,
Michael Minihan, Board President of Arts Westchester

The Art$WChallenge, a Public/Private Matching Grant Program Administered by
ArtsWestchester, Raises More Than $786K in Private Support for Arts & Culture

Westchester County Executive George Latimer and the Westchester County
Board of Legislators today joined with ArtsWestchester to announce that 102
Westchester arts organizations are the recipients of matching funds from the
Art$WChallenge grant program.

In what has been a record-breaking year, participating arts organizations raised
$786,541 in new private funds from 1,320 donors through the program which ended
Dec. 31, 2022. These private funds were matched with $501,571 in Westchester
County support, providing in total $1.28 Million in financial support for the arts
community at a critical time where arts groups are working to build back arts audi-
ences lost during the pandemic.

County Executive George Latimer explained: “Since the inception of the
Art$WChallenge in 2007, this powerful public/private program has raised over $6
Million to support Westchester’s arts and cultural sector, matched with over $3 mil-
lion in County support. The County’s arts community has weathered a difficult few
years. In fact, there has never been a more important time to help the arts make a
comeback with broad and enthusiastic support than now.”

Westchester County Board of Legislators Chairwoman Catherine Borgia said,
“The scope of the Art§WChallenge grant allows ArtsWestchester and the County
to innovatively crowdfund for over 100 art & cultural organizations. The Board of
Legislators is grateful for this partnership that fosters artistic expression, cultural
competence, and celebrates creativity for programs of all sizes.”

Grantees included arts organizations in every corner of Westchester such as:
the historic Tarrytown Music Hall (receiving a matching grant of $8,500), present-
ing live music, theatre, dance and film to tri-state audiences; Westchester Children’s
Museum (receiving a matching grant of $8,500), a vibrant, interactive learning
space for kids of all ages in Rye, NY; and the Wakanda Celebration (receiving a
$5,000 matching grant), a festival of community, culture and African pride in Mount
Vernon, NY.

Janet T. Langsam, CEO of ArtsWestchester said: “On behalf of ArtsWestchester,
I would like to thank the individual donors to this program and Westchester County
and the Board of Legislators for their long-term investment in an a matching grant
program that over sixteen years has paid dividends for the economy. With the cul-
tural sector generating more than $172 Million in economic activity pre-pandemic,

Letter to the Editor:

In your news article of January 27, 2023, State Senator Shelly Mayer ex-
plained her ‘no vote’ of Hector, LaSalle’s nomination as Chief Judge. “After
reading many of his decisions, as well as Law Review articles in speaking with
legal experts, my opinion is that Justice LaSalle’s record, shows a consistent pat-
tern of VERY NARROW INTERPRETATION of our laws and the Constitution.”

“My belief is that at this moment in history, we need a Chief Judge who will
ensure the high courts decisions are based on a fair and BROAD INTERPRETA-
TION of New York law, and the New York State Constitution, one that is consis-
tent with LEGISLATIVE INTENT.”

The New York State Constitution is the peoples policy and law - not the
governments policy. The peoples constitutions: state and federal were deliber-
ately written by our Founding Fathers for the people, to have a VERY NARROW
INTERPRETATION.

Legislative INTENT by politicians to circumvent the Constitution and law
is not legally binding. Only the specific words of the Constitution and the law, as
written, are binding.

Anthony Futia
North White Plains
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Westchester County Police Need Your Help in
Identifying The Vehicle Involved in Hit & Run

PEDESTRIAN STRUCK, SERIOUSLY INJURED IN MOUNT KISCO
HIT & RUN--WCPD Seeking Public’s Help in Identifying the Vehicle In-
volved

Westchester County Police are seeking the public’s help in identifying the
vehicle that struck and seriously injured a pedestrian yesterday at the intersection of
Main and Boltis streets in Mount Kisco. The incident occurred at 5:49 p.m. when
a dark-colored SUV turned left from Main Street on to Boltis Street and struck the
pedestrian. The vehicle then fled the scene.

The pedestrian, a 53-year-old man, suffered serious injuries and remains hospi-
talized at Westchester Medical Center in Valhalla.

Anyone who may have witnessed the accident, or any resident or business with
video from the area that may have captured an image of the vehicle, is asked to con-
tact the Mount Kisco precinct’s Community Resource Officer — PO Edwin Ramirez
—at 914-864-7008. All calls are confidential.

In addition, the County Police also maintain telephone and electronic tips lines
so the public can provide information. Calls, e-mails and text messages to these tips
lines are confidential. The Voice Tip Line: (800) 898-TIPS (8477). Electronic Tips:
Send email, text messages and small video clips to tips@wccops.com.

Via Mobile App: The WCPD Mobile App contains a Submit a Tip button on
the home screen. The app is available for Apple and Android phones. Enter West-
chester County PD in the app store search bar to locate and download it.

Statement on Death of Tyre Nichols from
Westchester County Police Chiefs Association

“As a law enforcement officer, my fundamental duty is to serve the commu-
nity; to safeguard lives and property; to protect the innocent against deception,
the weak against oppression or intimidation, and the peaceful against violence
or disorder; and to respect the Constitutional rights of all to liberty, equality and
justice.” All who wear the badge have taken an oath similar to this. Sadly, this
oath was disregarded in a most inhumane way in Memphis on January 7th, 2023
and tragically, Mr. Tyre Nichols died as a result. As City of Memphis Police Chief
Cerelyn Davis said, “this is not just a professional failing, this is a failing of basic
humanity towards another individual.” All of the officers involved in this brutal
act will subsequently face a jury of their peers and be held accountable for their
actions.

The Westchester County Chiefs of Police Association is comprised of veteran
Westchester and Putnam county law enforcement professionals, as well as high
ranking personnel from various Federal, State, County and New York City law
enforcement agencies, who advocate for the fair and humane treatment of every
person, and an effective criminal justice system that protects each and every one
of our neighbors. Our members share the commitment of non-escalation, de-es-
calation, the duty to intervene and the sharing of respectful dialogue, in all of our
respective communities every day. Our agencies are the backbone of our commu-
nities. We willingly accept that the badge of our office is a symbol of public faith
and that we are responsible for the professional performance of our respective
agencies. To witness the video of Mr. Nichols is difficult for all of the honorable
men and women of law enforcement, who selflessly and steadfastly keep people
safe in our communities. Please know that each of us and our respective agencies
share the commitment to respect human dignity and we condemn the inhumane
treatment of Mr. Nichols.

To RowVaughn Wells, the Nichols family and the Wells family, please accept
our prayers and heartfelt condolences on the tragic death of Tyre Nichols. All of
us who respect our oath to protect and serve are saddened and outraged for your
loss. May he rest in eternal peace. To the City of Memphis community, our sincere
hope that you are able to work through the collective pain and anger in your com-
munity.

Love, healing and safety to all,
Robert M. Noble, Westchester County Police Chiefs Association Inc.
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Man Indicted for Killing Two in 100 MPH
Police Chase on Cross County Parkway
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Westchester County District Attorney Miriam E. Rocah announced today that
a Mount Vernon resident was arraigned on an indictment charging him for causing
a high-speed December 2021 vehicular crash, which resulted in the death of two
passengers.

DA Rocah said: “The defendant’s alleged reckless and dangerous behavior cost
two people their lives and severely injured another. My Office remains committed
to fully and thoroughly investigating vehicular fatalities and prosecuting drivers
who jeopardize the safety of our roadways in Westchester County.”

Anthony Rose, 20, was indicted by a Westchester County Grand Jury for two
counts of Manslaughter in the Second Degree, two counts of Criminally Negligent
Homicide, and Assault in the Second Degree, all felonies, and Assault in the Third
Degree and Reckless Driving, both misdemeanors. The defendant was arraigned
before Judge George Fufidio in Westchester County Court on January 26, 2023,
and bail was set.

On December 18, 2021, at approximately 5:23 a.m., the defendant allegedly
drove without a license and with his headlights off, in excess of 100 miles per hour
with three passengers in his car on the Cross County Parkway in Mount Vernon
before nearly hitting one car, striking a second vehicle, and ultimately crashing
head-on into a tree.

Mount Vernon residents Noelina Pantaleon, 20, died at the scene, and Harry
Jonathan Hurst, 19, was transported to Jacobi Medical Center in the Bronx, where
he remained with a traumatic brain injury until he died on March 7, 2022. A third
passenger, Nyaquae Henderson, 20, of Mount Vernon, was transported to the hos-
pital and treated for a traumatic brain injury and is still undergoing rehabilitative
treatment.

The Westchester County Department of Public Safety arrested the defendant
on January 26, 2023. The Westchester County District Attorney’s Office assisted
with the investigation.

The case is before Judge Robert Prisco in Westchester County Court, and is be-
ing prosecuted by Vehicular Crimes Bureau Chief Jonathan Strongin of the Trials
and Investigations Division.

Interesting to note that while the incident occured in 2021, the defendant was
arrested recently.

Tarrytown Man Arrested for DWI After Crash
on Thruway; BAC 0.25%, 3 Times Over Limit

On January 28, 2023, at ap-
proximately 12:20 a.m., State
Police responded to a one car
motor vehicle accident on I-287
in the city of White Plains. The
investigation revealed a Toyota
Camry traveling westbound
on the exit 6 ramp, struck the
guide rail and became disabled.
The uninjured driver, Eric M.
Petrich, 46, of Tarrytown, NY,
was found to be intoxicated.

Petrich was taken into
custody, transported, and pro-
cessed at SP Tarrytown, where
his blood alcohol content was
determined to be 0.25%. He
was charged with Aggravated
Driving While Intoxicated; an
Unclassified Misdemeanor.

Petrich was turned over to
a sober third party and released
on an appearance ticket return-
able to the City of White Plains
Court on February 14, 2023 at
9:00 a.m.
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Classifieds

Auto Donations

Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your Car
Donations Matter NOW More Than Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE.
We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not. 100% Tax Deductible. Minimal To No
Human Contact. Call: (877) 798-9474. Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels
For Wishes. www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a car today! The benefits of donating your car or
boat: Fast Free Pickup - 24hr Response Tax Deduction - Easy To Do! Call 24/7:
855-905-4755

Buying / Selling

Buying diamonds, gold, silver, all fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, better
furs, complete estates. We simply pay more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail
Americabuying@aol.com

Education / Career Training

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! Become a Medical Office Profes-
sional online at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready to work in months! Call 855-
543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet is required.

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer & Help Desk Professional now! Grants and Scholarships
available for certain programs for qualified applicants. Call CTI for details! 844-
947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet is required.

Finance

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 888-869-5361 (Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)

Health

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855-413-9574

Help Wanted

Up to $20.70 NYC, $20.00 L.I., $16.20 Upstate NY! If you need care from your
relative, friend/ neighbor and you have Medicaid, they may be eligible to start
taking care of you as personal assistant under NYS Medicaid CDPA Program. No
Certificates needed. 347-713-3553

Home Improvement

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! American Residential Warranty
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE/ $100
OFF POPULAR PLANS. 833-398-0526

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY'! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts available. Call: 866-393-3636

Miscellaneous

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels
and 3 months free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! Call 888-
508-5313

Do you have boxes of old comic books lying around? Turn them into cash. Call,
text or write George and I will come get them. 917-652-9128; gbrook@pipeline.
com

Get DIRECTYV for $64.99/mo for 12 months with CHOICE Package. Save an addi-
tional $120 over 1st year. First 3 months of HBO Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz
and Epix included! Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.)
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-888-534-6918

Kayla Green family, continued from pg 1-

does not blame the Mt. Vernon Police, who didn’t want to wait any longer to get
Kayla to a hospital.

But Green says that the lack of a police presence, or school security, after a
rally was held outside of Mt. Vernon City Hall, attended by Mayor Shawyn Patter-
son-Howard and other officials, should have been better planned and managed.

There was only one police officer there. This was a high school basketball
game and rally with hundreds of teenagers. You needed more security and more
cops after. Once we send our kids to school, we expect them to come home,” said
Green.

Another issue that Marlan Green and his family take exception to is the lack
of response from the School District or the city after Kayla’s death. Except for Mt.
Vernon High School Cheerleaders Coach Knox, nobody offered counseling for
Kayla’s younger siblings who are 10 and 8 years old, or even sympathy for their
loss.

Green lamented, “Nobody from that school reached out to us to talk about
what happened. No services for my son, or my step daughter. Everyone knew
Kayla to be a kind, nice person. They knew who she was, so why not reach out to
us? Parents want their children to be safe. We didn’t hear from anybody. She was
never fighting with anyone, she went to school to learn.”

Mr. Green is hoping that “in the future this doesn’t happen to other parents.
The whole system has to change, or this can happen to someone else.”

Former Mt. Vernon Mayor Richard Thomas is helping the Green family
through this tragedy. He said, “As a parent and a former Mayor, I’m looking at the
absurdity in all of this as the result of a negligent administration. That is how I got
involved, because the city has turned a cold shoulder on Lavern and Marlan.”

“There was also a lack of proper planning for this event. The ambulance com-
pany should have been notified about the large crowd. If that had happened, or if
the city had its own I’m confident that an ambulance would have been ready,” said
Thomas.

The 15-year-old girl was sentenced to three to nine years of incarceration after
pleading guilty to Manslaughter in the First Degree in the death of Kayla. Her
name has not been released because she is a minor.

Our prayers go out to the Green family.

In Home Personal Training

In-Home Personal Training Available. NASM , EMT and Special Needs
Certified. Strength Training, Fat Loss, and Muscle Building. Virtual and
online coaching available. Text or call Andrew at 914-646-1718.

Licensed Professional Process Server: Covering Civil and
Landlord & Tenant cases. Will do all mailinﬁs and provide
Affidavit of service. Please contact me at (914) 770-0079, or
email me at Tina_vazquez819@yahoo.com.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
INDEX NO. 57364/2022  COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR FINANCE OF AMERICA STRUCTURED SECURITIES ACQUISITION TRUST
2018-HB1

Plaintiff,
vs.

DAWN MCMAHON, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF GEORGE F. DELLA
CALCE; ANN MARIE DEMARTINO, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF
GEORGE F. DELLA CALCE; GEORGINA GUALDINO, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE
ESTATE OF GEORGE F. DELLA CALCE; GEORGE F. DELLA CALCE, AS HEIR AND DIS-
TRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF GEORGE F. DELLA CALCE; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DIS-
TRIBUTEES OF THE ESTATE OF GEORGE F. DELLA CALCE, any and all persons unknown to
plaintiff, claiming, or who may claim to have an interest in, or general or specific lien upon the real
property described in this action; such unknown persons being herein generally described and intend-
ed to be included in the following designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trustees, com-
mittees, lienors, and assignees of such deceased, any and all persons deriving interest in or lien upon,
or title to said real property by, through or under them, or either of them, and their respective wives,
widows, husbands, widowers, heirs at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, de-
visees, legatees, creditors, trustees, committees, lienors and assigns, all of whom and whose names,
except as stated, are unknown to plaintiff; SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA; JOHN DOE S/H/A JOHN DOE #1,

“JOHN DOE #2” through “JOHN DOE #12,” the last eleven names being fictitious and unknown to
plaintiff, the persons or parties intended being the tenants, occupants, persons or corporations, if any,
having or claiming an interest in or lien upon the premises, described in the complaint,

Defendants.

Plaintiff designates WESTCHESTER as the place of trial situs of the real property

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

Mortgaged Premises:

105 COLGATE AVENUE, YONKERS, NY 10703
Section: 3, Block: 033, Lot: 23

To the above named Defendants

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in the above entitled action and
to serve a copy of your Answer on the plaintiff’s attorney within twenty (20) days of the service of
this Summons, exclusive of the day of service, or within thirty (30) days after service of the same is
complete where service is made in any manner other than by personal delivery within the State. The
United States of America, if designated as a defendant in this action, may answer or appear within
sixty (60) days of service. Your failure to appear or to answer will result in a judgment against you
by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. In the event that a deficiency balance remains
from the sale proceeds, a judgment may be entered against you.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above caption action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure the sum of
$652,500.00 and interest, recorded on December 21, 2011, in Instrument Number 513193130, of the
Public Records of WESTCHESTER County, New York., covering premises known as 105 COL-
GATE AVENUE, YONKERS, NY 10703.

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the premises
described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above.

WESTCHESTER County is designated as the place of trial because the real property affected by
this action is located in said county.
NOTICE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney
for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer
with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to
answer the summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to the mortgage company will not stop the foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
Dated:  January 18, 2023

ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID, CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC

Attorney for Plaintiff Matthew Rothstein, Esq. 900 Merchants Concourse, Suite 310

Westbury, NY 11590 516-280-7675

Eric Schoen, continued from pg 3-

Briefs :

Happy 1st Anniversary to New York Times Wordle game.

Have you ever seen so many plane cancellations due to ice all over the country?
Yonkers got new fire trucks. We bless them and the safety of all of Those Who ride
them!

In closing: Why was Yonkers so shocked about redistricting. Dr. Andy Bever-
age has been employed by the city every 10 years as long as I can remember to
advise on the new district lines. He has done the work for the Democrats and I think
for the Republicans on occasion.

Anthony Merante is running for Mayor on the Republican line. Pending nomi-
nation. As a parent of children in the Yonkers Public Schools he was aggressive
fighting for more money for our schools. He got ‘taken in’ by the powers that be
and voted most of the time at the direction of the mayor. Let’s see how he ‘floats’ in
his candidacy for Mayor. It should be interesting!

Listen to Eric Schoen on the Westchester Rising Radio Show Thursday’s from
10-11 a.m. On WVOX 1460 AM, go to WVOX.com and click the arrow to listen to
the live stream or download the WVOX app from the App Store free of charge.

NYTOPSOLUTIONS LLC of Org. filed with the SSNY on 04/06/2022. Office: Westchester
County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC,475 S. 4TH Avenue Mt. Vernon, NY 10550.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Beagal, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 10/11/2022. Of-
fice: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 47 Washington Blvd Mt
Vernon NY 10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of 808 Commerce LLC, a domestic LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2022. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY is designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: LLC
at 808 Commerce Stret, Thornwood, NY 10594. Purpose: Any lawful act.

HRHELP SOLUTIONS LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 11/04/2022. Office: Al-
bany County. Republic Registered Agent LLC. designated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to Registered Agent, at
600 Broadway, STE 200 Albany, NY 11207. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of PRESS START! Mobile Gaming LLCArts. of Org. filed with SSNY
on 01/03/2023. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of the process to the LLC,
455 Tarrytown Rd Suite# 1521 White Plains NY, 10607. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Creative Tiny Steps, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on
11/09/2022. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 114 West
Hartsdale ave, Hartsdale, NY 10530. Purpose: Any lawful activity
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Black History Month Events at Philpse Manor
Hall Illuminate History of Slavery in the North

NORSC HE
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Keynote
Speaker
Lavace
Mahon

3

= ' & 1

In honor of Black History Month, Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site is hosting
several programs. On Wednesday, February 8, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. Philipse Manor Hall is
hosting “Doing the Work: How Including the Enslaved Expands our Understanding of
Colonial New York,” a lecture with Lavada Nahon. This program is available in-person and
virtually.

Historians have identified at least 115 named individuals enslaved by the Philipse
family at their properties in Manhattan and Westchester. Additional references to unnamed
individuals increase the total to over 125. The enslaved communities living at the Philipse
properties were large and diverse. With residences in Manhattan, Yonkers, and Sleepy Hol-
low, warehouses in all three locations, gristmills, sawmills, farmland, livestock, and sailing
vessels, a large and skilled enslaved workforce was essential.

The Philipses’ fleet of ships included several fitted for the transatlantic slave trade.
These vessels brought thousands of African captives from places like Elmina, M’pinda
Soyo, and even Madagascar. The majority were taken to sugar plantations in Barbados and
Curagao, but some, including several individuals from the Kingdom of Kongo, came to
Westchester County to help build and operate the lower and upper mills. Their names have
been lost to history, but their contributions remain.

In this special program, historian Lavada Nahon reveals how historians and research-
ers across the state are identifying artifacts, religious practices, burial grounds, and the
names, numbers, and lives of enslaved people across New York State to enrich and expand
the historical narrative of New York. Lavada Nahon is the lead Interpreter of African Amer-
ican History for the Bureau of Historic Sites, New York State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation. She served as project lead for the new “Our Whole History”
exhibit at Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site.

In-person tickets are $6 for adults, $3 for seniors and students, pay at the door. Doors
open at 6:45 PM. Museum open 10 am to 5 pm. Call 914-965-4027 to reserve your spot.
Virtual attendance via WebEXx is free, but registration is required. Visit www.philipse-
manorhall.com to register.

Two additional events include, on February 6, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Philipse
Manor Hall is partnering with the Northern Slavery Collective (NorSC) to host the First
Annual Northern Slavery Conference. The conference will address how area research-
ers and historic sites are working to educate the public and improve our understanding of
slavery in the North. In-person tickets are sold out, but virtual tickets are still available. On
February 9, Philipse Manor Hall will also host the New York State Commission on African
American History (NYSCAAH) for their second meeting since March, 2022, when the
commission was formed. The Commission serves to highlight contributions by Africans
and African Americans to our country and to New York State. Register by emailing RSVP-
NYSCAAH@dos.ny.gov. The meeting will also be livestreamed at www.ny.gov/nyscaah.

Philipse Manor Hall is open for tours Wednesdays through Sundays, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. General admission tickets are $6 for adults, $3 for seniors and students, and kids 12 &
under get in free. Visit Visit www.philipsemanorhall.com to register.
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DiNapoli Calls for Long Needed
State Debt Reform

New York State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli recently issued a warning concern-
ing the state’s long term debt. “New York state has one of the nation’s highest debt
levels, largely because measures to restrict the excessive use of debt have been cir-
cumvented over the years in state budgets. Since the Debt Reform Act was passed in
2000, state-supported debt outstanding increased by $25 billion. Over the next five
years, this debt is projected by the Division of the Budget to increase by $26 billion,
or 42%, from $61.9 billion in State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2021-22 to $88 billion in SFY
2026-27.

A new report by State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli identifies policy and fis-
cal weaknesses that have allowed state debt to grow to troubling levels and offers a
roadmap for state debt reform to improve debt affordability and protect New York’s
fiscal health. Debt service is projected to consume an increasing share of State
Operating Funds spending over the next five years, growing from 5.4 to 5.9%. This
constricts flexibility in the operating budget and leaves fewer resources available for
other priorities and programs.

“New York state has a history of misusing borrowing to pay for short-term
needs while a backlog of long-term infrastructure projects languishes,” DiNapoli
said. “Caps and other restrictions on debt set in statute have not worked to rein in
our debt or stop inappropriate borrowing practices. New York needs comprehensive
and binding debt reform to ensure more affordable borrowing levels, more respon-
sible debt decisions, and greater accountability to the public.”

In a review released in June 2022, Standard & Poor’s cited New York’s “mod-
erately high and growing debt levels™ as one factor preventing it from achieving a
higher credit rating. In September 2022, Moody’s ranked the state as having the sec-
ond largest debt burden in the nation behind California. A lower credit rating trans-
lates into higher borrowing costs for the state. Excessive debt is costly to residents
and misuse of debt can result in inadequate investments in needed capital projects.

DiNapoli says restoring prudent debt practices is an essential component for im-
proving the long-term sustainability of New York state’s fiscal health, keeping debt
costs down for taxpayers, and more effectively deploying the state’s resources to pay
for infrastructure needs.

DiNapoli recommends the following debt reform measures:

Establish Comprehensive, Binding Debt Limits. Meaningful debt reform needs
to be addressed through a binding constitutional amendment to impose limits on all
existing and future state debt. The calculation should be based on a rolling 10-year
average of personal income growth which will provide enhanced stability and pre-
dictability for capital and debt financing plans.

Provide Accountability to Voters. State debt limits should be subject to voter
approval, and all state debt should be required to be issued by the State Comptroller.
This would isolate long-term liabilities and their associated costs from the tempta-
tions of annual budget-cycle gimmicks and prevent short-sighted solutions for near-
term budget relief.

Establish Responsible and Sustainable Practices. All state debt should be re-
quired to be issued with a level or declining debt service structure, be limited to a
final maturity of 30 years or less and must begin to be repaid within one year. The
use of state debt should be precluded from solely benefiting private enterprise.

Give Flexibility in Times of Emergency. The constitution’s emergency con-
tingencies should be updated to account for the potential crises of the modern era,
while establishing boundaries around such possible uses.

Capital and Debt Plan

New York has both constitutional and statutory limits on state debt. Under the
constitution, state general obligation debt, which is issued by the State Comptrol-
ler, must be approved by the voters through a ballot proposal. Through the years,
however, the constitutional limitation has been circumvented through the use of debt
issued by state public authorities, known as “backdoor borrowing,” where voter
approval is bypassed even though the state is contractually obligated to pay debt
service for the bonds.

Visit https://www.osc.state.ny.us/ for more information.
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Illegal Dumping at Par 3? continued from pg 1-

If illegal dumping crimes were committed, it will be difficult to prosecute
someone years after the offenses took place. The only way to do so would be for
someone with direct knowledge of the dumping to come forward.

That can be done through either of the law enforcement offices listed above,
who have confidential ways to provide information.They are:

Westchester DA: The public can also file a complaint or send in tips to the
DA’s Office at (914)955-TIPS (8477);

NYS Attorney General: If you wish to report allegations of government wrong-
doing, please call the New York State Public Integrity Hotline: 1-800-428-9072.
Calls will be kept confidential.

US Attorney, Southern District of NY: https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/
files/usao-sdny/legacy/2014/11/03/anonymousciviliancrimereport.pdf

If anyone has information that they wish to share with us—please email us
at dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com, and we will comply with how you wish to
proceed.

Finally, Westchester Rising has received a copy of the legal bills being paid
by the Town of Yorktown, and in our review we found one invoice dated June 30,
2022 with the memo “Grand Jury Subpoena.” Grand juries panels are not dis-
closed to the public, or discussed with the media until an indictment is made. We
also cannot verify whether the subpoena had anything to do with illegal dumping,
or another investigation into the Town of Yorktown, or any one of its employees,
current or former. We have contacted the NYS Committee on Open Government to
determine if we can FOIL a copy of the actual subpoena to determine what it was
about.
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Read us online at

Yonkerstimes.com

Go See A Movie at Your Local
Theater, Before It’s Too Late

N LNIIEDZTHE I ‘Bl@"
! Theatres

|

Cineworld, the parent company of UA-Regal, announced that it was closing
39 movie theaters in the US, including United Artists Cortandt Town Center in
Mohegan Lake, pictured above.

For those of us from Northern Westchester, this movie theater has been in
business since 1999.

Carmel, Mt. Kisco, Pleasantville are the nearest locations to visit an open
movie theater.

The only hope for this location is that Cineworld has reached out to 30 pos-
sible buyers after declaring bankrupty last year.

AMC theaters is one company said to be in negotiations. But those 39 UA-
Regal theaters that will close, including Cortlandt Town Center, are among the
least profitable theaters.

One of the last showings at UA Mohegan Lake may be the finale of Season 3
of The Chosen, which will run Feb. 2-5.

Cineworld has warned shareholders that despite some movies, like Top Gun,
Black Panther: Wakanda and Avatar 2, there is “no guarantee of any recovery,”
of stock value. “Shareholders have been told on numerous occasions that their
investment could be significantly diluted ... so the situation is more about getting
back pennies in the pound rather than waiting for a big payday,” AJ Bell invest-
ment director Russ Mould said in a note to shareholders of the UK company.

Cineworld had predicted to shareholders that ticket sales would remain below
levels before COVID in 2020. “The pandemic was terribly difficult for our busi-
nesses with the enforced closure of cinemas and huge disruption to film schedules
that has led us to this point.”
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