
WESTCHESTER’S OLDEST AND MOST RESPECTED NEWSPAPERS

PRESORT-STD

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID

White Plains, NY

Permit #7164

www.RisingMediaGroup.comYonkerstimes.com                                                                      Friday October 21, 2022

         Westchester Rising 

TT SLATER IN UNDERSTANDING THE DETAILS OF ASSISTING MATT SLATER IN UNDERSTANDING THE DETAILS OF 
AR 3 PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP-See Page 8 THE PAR 3 PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP-See Page 8     Continued on pg 7-

By Dan Murphy
 
 When NY Yankee Harrison Bader 
homered for the 3rd time in 4 games 
in the playoff series against the Cleve-
land Guardians (formerly the Indians), 
he became the third Yankee center-
fielder to do it, joining Mickey Mantle 
and Bernie Williams.
 Center field is hallowed ground 
for the Yankees, (add Joe DiMaggio 
to Mantle and Bernie) and Harrison 
Bader knows it better than anyone. He 
grew up a Yankee fan in Bronxville 
here in Westchester.
 When he was traded from the 
Cardinals to the Yanks this summer, 
it was a dream come true. The Bader 
family still lives in Bronxville, and his 
dad, Louis, and his grandfather were 
Yankee fans.
 For the playoffs, Harrison has 
returned to live in the home he grew 
up in Bronxville, and the place where 
his father was his first baseball coach, 
throwing pitches and hitting balls to 
his son in any baseball field they could 
find.
 Now Harrison Bader is lifting up 
his Yankee teammates and helping 
them, hopefully, to another rematch 
with the Astros and then the World 
Series?
 “He’s electric, really, an electric 
player. Impact player. Got moxie, got 
baseball awareness, gets after the ball 
on defense. A lot of good things to say 
about that guy,” said Yankee ace Ger-

  New Bronx Bomber from Bronxville

    You Bader Believe It!

Westchester County Board Moving
  to Ban Flavored Cigarettes 

  Westchester Democrats Hope Trump 

      is The Gift that Keeps on Giving

   Latest Poll: Hochul -50%-Zeldin-46%

    Is Solar Energy 33% Cheaper 
        than Natural Gas or Oil? 

By Dan Murphy

 Shahriar Pourreza from Guggenheim investments, (https://www.guggenheim-
investments.com/) shook up the energy markets when he wrote in a recent note 
to clients that Solar energy is now 33% cheaper than Natural Gas and that wind 
power is even more affordable.
 Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has drove up the price of both Natural Gas and 
Oil. OPEC recently voted to cut production in an effort to increase the price of oil. 
And recent climate legislation in Congress has resulted in even more support for 
renewable energy, and Pourreza, known by many as an energy market expert, sees 
blue skies ahead for renewables.
 “Solar and wind now present a deflationary opportunity for electric supply 
costs,” the analysts said, which “supports the case for economic deployment of 
renewables across the US.”
 Utility companies that have heavy renewable energy supplies, including 
NextEra Energy Inc. and Allete Inc., will benefit, said Guggenheim. Other utility 
companies will be looking to increase spending on wind and solar as soon as pos-
sible.
 Pourreza estimated that solar energy costs right now-Oct. 2022-are 33% less 
than Nat Gas or Oil, and Wind energy is 44% cheaper.
 Earlier this year, many Westchester communities were given the choice of 
opting-in to the Westchester Power Program, a clean energy, community choice 
aggregation program that offer bulk fixed-rate renewable electricity to its member 
municipalities. Homeowners could opt-out back to Con Ed or NYSEG at any time. 
By leveraging the collective buying power of over 115,000+ customers to lock in 
fixed rates, the green energy rates have been lower and residents in the program 
locked in a rate months ago.
 Elon Musk claims that Tesla has sold 343, 000 electric vehicles this year. 
That’s a lot of electricity needed-where can I get some solar or wind power?
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By Dan Murphy 

 The Westchester County Board of Legislators is moving forward with legisla-
tion to prohibit the sale or distribution of flavored tobacco products.  In 2020, New 
York State banned the sale of flavored vape products, but has not yet taken action 
against other flavored tobacco products. 
 The Westchester County law is modeled on existing laws in New York City 
and San Francisco. The New York City law has survived judicial scrutiny and is 
based on the fact that the new law will help protect the public health and save tax-
payer dollars currently spent on the healthcare of smokers. 
 The BOL Health Committee has spent much of 2022 discussing the proposed 
legislation and hearing from a large number of health experts, but also from a few 
opponents to the ban. 
 Supporters of the legislation include POW’R Against Tobacco, African Ameri-
can Tobacco Control Leadership Council, the American Heart Association and 
Tobacco-Free Kids. All of these organizations had representatives who spoke to the 
Health Committee and presented the following facts: 
 Tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death in the United 
States and contributed to many forms of cancer, and heart and respiratory disease. 
45,000 people in NY State die every year from tobacco related illness. 
 The estimated financial cost of tobacco use in New York is $17.72 billion per 
year in direct healthcare expenses and lost productivity. And every year in New 
York, 5,800 children become smokers.
 The most popular flavored cigarettes are menthol cigarettes. And the opposi-
tion over the proposed ban on flavored cigarettes in Westchester has come from 
several members of the African American community, who claim that the ban 
would disproportionally impact their community. 
 Representatives from convenience stores, and tobacco companies, are also op-
posed to the ban. Both would lose significant revenue if the ban were enacted. 
 But the opposition from some in the African American community is contrast-
ed by the large amount of data and research that shows the harm that menthol and 
flavored cigarettes present to young adults and adult smokers. 
 According to the American Heart Association, “The massive growth in popu-
larity of menthol cigarettes over several decades is the result of the tobacco indus-

By Dan Murphy 

 The race for NY Governor got a lot more interesting over the past week, with 
former President Donald Trump endorsing Zeldin, and recent polls have Zeldin 
closing the gap with Governor Kathy Hochul to 4 points in one poll. 
 President Trump’s endorsement of Zeldin came on his Truth Social media plat-
form on Oct. 16. “I have watched and known Congressman Lee Zeldin for many 
years. He is a great and brilliant lawyer who was a “must see” for others in Con-
gress when they had a complex legal problem that was holding up legislation. Lee 
was strong on the Border, Crime, our great Military & Vets (like few others!), and 
fought hard to protect our 2nd Amendment, and succeeded. Lee Zeldin is a WIN-
NER who GOT THINGS DONE. He will be a GREAT Governor of New York, 
and has my Complete & Total Endorsement. GOOD LUCK LEE!” 
 But Trump’s endorsement of Zeldin was highlighted by the Hochul campaign, 
which wrote, “With an endorsement from Trump himself, Lee Zeldin now has a 
formal stamp of approval as the most extreme and dangerous candidate to ever run 
for governor in New York State history. Becoming the former president’s hand-
picked choice for governor proves Zeldin’s full embrace of the MAGA agenda and 
shows just how out of touch he is with New York voters.”
 A day after keeping quiet, Zeldin said, “We welcome everybody’s support 
to this campaign. I’m my own man, This race is about Lee Zeldin against Kathy 
Hochul deciding the future of New York State. It’s not about the former president,” 
 President Donald Trump has not been helpful for republicans in Westchester 
County. Rob Astorino lost his re-election as county executive in 2017 to George 
Latimer. But Astorino lost by 16 points, and most believe that not all of that can be 
attributed to Trump. 
 State Senator Terrence Murphy lost his re-election in 2018 to State Senator Pe-
ter Harckham by a 51%-48% margin, close enough to blame on the Trump factor. 
In 2020, Astorino ran for the same senate seat against Harckham, and lost by a 
51%-48% margin. Both Murphy and Astorino had their photos with Trump printed 
and televised all over the district. Many believe Murphy should still be in the sen-
ate today. 
 Westchester Democrats are hoping that they can play the Trump card again in 
2022. And Zeldin would certainly fit into the targeted category; he is a big sup-
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rit Cole.
 When he was traded to the Yanks, Bader was injuried, and had to wait for his 
injury to heal before playing, and showing the fans that the trade was worth it. The 
Yanks gave up relief pitcher Jordan Montgomery in the trade.
 Manager Aaron Boone said that Bader, “worked so hard to get back, worked 
his tail off rehabbing, showing up in a walking boot. And right away trying to just 
endear himself in the clubhouse, and absolutely has. He loves to play the game. The 
power showing up here in the postseason for us has been big. It was huge for us.”
 Bader is not known as a home run hitter before the playoffs, so how is he doing 
it? Cole told him to “just remaining present, and just play each out, you play each 

 Feud with Par 3 Slater Feud with Par 3 

Developers Continues 
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Congressman Lee Zeldin, the republican canddiate for Governor, with 
former President Donald Trump in the Oval Office 
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  Cop Shot in Bristol, Ct Ambush 

   A Yorktown High School Alum

 County Executive Latimer: Flip Your Ballot

 Over and Vote on Environmental Bond Act

Recover from 
joint replacement 
surgery faster.
At NewYork-Presbyterian, many of our patients go 

home the same day as their hip or knee replacement 

surgery. Make an appointment to talk to a doctor 

about minimally invasive surgery at one of our 

convenient locations in Manhattan, Brooklyn, 

Queens and Westchester. 

NYP.ORG/HIPANDKNEE

EPSi Procedure, MD, 2022 based on Jan-April Annualized data for 

Columbia University Irving Medical Center orthopedic surgeons.

 This November, Westchester residents, and all residents statewide, have the op-
portunity to vote on Proposition 1:  New York’s Clean Water, Clean Air and Green 
Jobs Environmental Bond Act. If passed, the proposal would allow New York State 
to borrow up to $4.2 billion dollars slated to be used to improve and restore New 
York’s natural resources while reducing climate change impacts.
 As a part of the democratic process, County Executive George Latimer is urg-
ing residents to remember to “Flip it Over” and look at both sides of their ballot 
when voting this November.
 Latimer said: “While we are not advocating for how you vote, it is vital that 
you make your voice heard and do vote. It is easy to miss this referendum on the 
reverse side of your ballot, so when voting this year remember to ‘Flip it Over.’”
 County Director of Energy & Sustainability Peter McCartt said: “Our planet is 
facing a crisis the likes of which we have never seen before and the results of this 
vote will have a large impact on how our State responds. Flip it over. Vote. Make 
your voice heard.”
 Earlier this month, the Westchester County Board of Legislators passed a 
resolution in support of the Bond Act. If the referendum passes, the $4.2B Bond 
Act will fund restoration and flood risk reduction, climate change mitigation, open 
space land conservation and recreation and water quality improvement and resilient 
infrastructure.
 Some FAQs about Proposition One are:
 What will it say? “To address and combat the impact of climate change and 
damage to the environment, the ‘Clean Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs Envi-
ronmental Bond Act of 2022’ authorizes the sale of state bonds up to four billion 
two hundred million dollars to fund environmental protection, natural restoration, 
resiliency, and clean energy projects. Shall the Environmental Bond Act of 2022 be 
approved?”
 Will my taxes go up? No.  New York’s Clean Water, Clean Air and Green Jobs 
Environmental Bond Act does not directly impact your New York State tax bill.
 When do I vote? The Bond Act will be on all Early and Election Day Ballots 
for the November 8, 2022 General Election.
 How do I vote?: Go to your polling location and vote like you would in any 
election
 More info at https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=NgWe5Kyz4do&pp=QAFIAQ%
3D%3D
___________________________________________________________________

 All of us in Westchester are praying for Police Officer Alec Lurato, a member 
of the Bristol, Connecticut police department who was caught in a shootout that 
killed two officials and injured Lurato.
 Lurato, 26, is a 2014 gradutated from Yorktown High School. According to 
the Connecticut State Police, on Oct. 12 three officers responded to a domestic 
violence call at a private home. Upon arrival shots were fired at the officers, kill-
ing Sgt. Dustin DeMonte, age 35, and Officer Alex Hamzy, age 34, and wounding 
Lurato.  
 Lurato was released from the hospital on Oct. 13 after surgery for a gunshot 
wound. A preliminary investigation has the officers responding to a possible do-
mestic violence 911 call, but now police believe that the call was a false call, with 
two brothers Nicholas Brutcher and Nathaniel Brutcher, waiting with guns.
 Nicholas Bruther is the suspected shooter was shot and killed. Nathaniel was 
shot and wounded and it has not been determined if he also shot at police.
 Yorktown High School Principal Joseph DeGennaro Tweeted, “Please keep 
YHS Class of 2014 alum Alec Iurato in your thoughts & prayers. Alec is a police 
officer in Bristol, CT. He had surgery overnight & is in serious condition after 
being shot. Alec was a terrific role model at YHS, standout baseball player & an 
even better person.”
____________________________________________________________

Bristol, Ct. Police Officer 
Alec Lurato
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  LOOK Dine in Cinema -Dobbs Ferry: 

	 		Something	Different	for	a	Nice	Night	Out		       Where’s the Babe? 

By Dan Murphy  
 For those looking for a new dining and entertainment experience here in West-
chester, try LOOK Dine-in Cinema in Dobbs Ferry. My wife and I recently enjoyed 
our meal, movie, and the combined experience. 
 LOOK Cinemas was founded by Brian Schultz on the concept of, “what would 
it be like if you could combine a great hospitality experience with a great moviego-
ing experience? We are committed to bring communities together,” Schultz stated.   
 We arrived a few minutes before our movie, Amsterdam, began, and we found 
an inviting bar near the lobby, which was filled with couples and groups enjoying a 
drink before their movie.  
 We also found several accommodating staff members, who helped us with our 
first dine-in movie experience. They got us to our luxury (assigned) seats, which 
were separated enough from other seats to give us some privacy in enjoying our 
meal and the film.  
 Look Cinema-Dobbs Ferry has 8 auditoriums and the size of our theater was 
ideal: Not too big and cavernous, but not too small and crammed in. Our seats in-
cluded a tabletop which can be moved to the side after your meal.  
 A number of choices on the menu provide fresh made options and standard clas-
sics, from a charcuterie board, sushi, or standard American classics including shakes 
and burgers.  My wife enjoyed a salmon salad and a glass of wine. For dessert, we 
shared a fried Oreo dish that was great, and most important, the popcorn was fresh 
with the right amount of butter.  We did not know what to expect from our dining 
experience at a movie theater, but our LOOK dinner met the standard of a Westches-
ter couple looking for a good meal on their night out.  
 Orders can be made on your phone by downloading the app, or by scanning the 
menu. Or for those not tech savvy, servers came by to take your order, and delivered 
the meals at the beginning of the movie.  
 The movie screen and sound were state of the art. Our theater was about half 
full, and consisted of mostly couples, enjoying a date night out in some form and 
different ages.  
 LOOK Cinema opened in Dobbs Ferry in January of this year, and the theater 
was immaculate and provided us with a very enjoyable experience. We are debating 
whether to go back for another date night or bring our daughter for the next dine in 
movie.  We also saw a few ladies out together for a movie and a glass of wine, and 
several large families, with children of all ages, enjoying the experience, which was  
something different, after two years of COVID and staying at home. 
 LOOK Dine in Cinema offers a dinner and movie happening worthy of West-
chester County.  The location is also ideal, right off the Saw Mill Parkway for easy 
access and exit. For show times and more information, visit www.lookcinemas.com.
___________________________________________________________________

 Back in the good old black and white television days, how many times did we 
see baseball games played in the rain, player uniforms covered with mud. They 
played until the weather got so bad that for everyone’s safety they had to stop the 
game. Now, a drop of rain or the threat of rain and everyone is in a panic. Tuesday 
night there were ‘meetings’ going on between I don’t know who to discuss what 
they were going to do. 
 Isn’t it the job of the Commissioners Office, American And National League of-
ficials and the umpires to determine how to proceed. How did all of these other folks 
get involved? And the press never told us who was in the meetings! 
 Let’s face it. If the weather calls for rain from 7:30-8:00p.m. with a half hour 
break and more rain from 8:30-10:00pm you don’t have to be Al Roker to realize 
you are not getting a game that starts in the 6:00 p.m. hour in. Though the season 
is too long as it is and we had to deal with a baseball strike this year despite the 
enormous salaries the players get they built in too many days off during the various 
playoffs and no back up plan in place if and when a weather cancellation required 
rescheduling games. And don’t forget with this cocky playoff system we have, a day 
game could finish late with the team that wins if it’s an east coast team having to 
travel far to the west coast at the end of the game to play the next game. 
 But wait a minute, aren’t the games played for the fans, or did we forget them in 
the equation. The fans have to get to the stadium from all parts of the region and sit 
either in the stands or under cover where the concessions are waiting for the game to 
begin. Don’t we have any sympathy for the fans?
 To get to the stadium the fans either had to use gas in their cars and pay ridicu-
lous George Washington Bridge (at $16 a clip) tolls, parking which could be $45, 
pack food they are going to bring with them, find a rain slicker from the last time 
this craziness happened, pay for a baby sitter etc. etc. etc. Or they can eat the over-
priced food from the concession stands and drink overpriced drinks and beer with 
overpriced peanuts and crackers jacks (do they still come with a prize?)
 Let’s not forget the schlep those who come by public transit must take. Buses, 
trains, patience and schedules that might not get them home until very late, soaking 
wet of course. Sure there are good spirits and camaraderie on the train going to the 
stadium, but going home after not seeing a baseball game? They are liable to kill 
each other.
 The tolls, the parking fees, the over priced Cracker Jacks. Fans get no money 
back for that. If their schedule permits and they go to the game when it is resched-
uled, they have all these expenses to go through again. 
 Let’s not forget the overpriced tickets which if they can’t use they have to quick-
ly put up for sale with Stubmaster or Ticketmaster or if they are close go down to the 
stadium and sell illegally to other fans. There are so many phony tickets out there 
you are taking a chance that the tickets you are buying are good. Since many people 
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By Eric Wolf Schoen 

 Oh for the good old days. I 
couldn’t believe what I saw happen-
ing at Yankee Stadium Monday night. 
It seemed like the meteorologists were 
running the show, not officials from the 
Commissioners office. The game was 
between our Yankees and the Cleveland 
Indians, no wait the Cleveland Guard-
ians is what they are called now.
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   The STEM Alliance and AT&T Launch Digital
    Navigator Program to Advance Digital Equity 

   Two Yonkers Cops Called “Guardian Angels 

           for Helping Stranded Woman in Car   

 The STEM Alliance of Westchester is teaming up with AT&T to help nar-
row the digital divide throughout the county with a new digital navigator program 
called Digital Pathways.  The program brings trained, bilingual STEM Alliance 
digital navigators to partner sites to help clients access free or low-cost digital 
resources like devices, internet access and beginner tech training.  The STEM Al-
liance digital navigators can assess and track client needs, refer them to relevant 
resources and follow up to make sure that all of their digital needs have been met. 
This first-of-its-kind countywide program is being funded by a $30,000 contribu-
tion from AT&T.
 With AT&T’s support, The STEM Alliance’s Digital Pathways program will 
provide a range of support, including educating residents about the federal govern-
ment’s Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) – which provides an up to $30 
credit toward monthly internet or mobile service (up to $75 per month on qualify-
ing tribal lands) to eligible households.  Households typically qualify by income 
level or if someone in the home receives other support services like Medicaid, 
SNAP, Free/Reduced Lunch or a Pell Grant.  ACP is part of the federal govern-
ment’s $65 billion initiative to achieve universal connectivity. However, the ACP 
registration process can be difficult for those who do not have a computer or 
experience with online portals. Digital Pathways brings help directly to clients in 
their communities through partnerships with local nonprofits and other community 
agencies.           
 In addition to educating eligible residents on ACP, Digital Pathways uses a new 
platform to evaluate the needs of clients and help connect them quickly to needed 
digital resources. The STEM Alliance already provides many of those resources, 
such as their “on ramp” tech education classes that take students from being 
non-tech users to early-stage tech adopters in just 15 hours.  Students also earn a 
Chromebook for their full ownership and use.  
 Designed to engage large numbers of eligible residents, Digital Pathways 
counts on county wide collaboration with community organizations, civic institu-
tions, healthcare facilities, churches, community centers, schools, and large public 
events to host their navigators.  Interactions start with meeting a digital navigator at 
a local site or event, reviewing the opportunities with the clients and helping with 
questions eligible residents might have as they enroll for the ACP discount. The 
STEM Alliance encourages any organizations interested in hosting a Digital Path-
ways table at an event or at a location with significant foot traffic to contact them 
to partner.  Bringing Digital Pathways to those with need where they live is critical 
when narrowing the digital divide.
 “The Affordable Connectivity Program is a true gamechanger for so many in 
our country, which is increasingly dependent on digital resources. Digital Pathways 
is helping to bring internet connectivity to so many who may not have been able to 
access it previously,” said Robin White, Director, AT&T External Affairs. “We are 
honored to be collaborating with The STEM Alliance to raise the awareness of the 
ACP initiative and help residents develop digital literacy skills.” 
 Programs such as Digital Pathways that utilize digital navigators have been 
proven to drive adoption across underrepresented communities because residents 
feel more comfortable and safer receiving help through locally based, partner 
organizations. The STEM Alliance digital navigators who reach clients through 
on-the-ground community partners can provide more individualized attention when 
discussing digital equity and digital divide needs.  A recent nationwide study con-
ducted by the Boston Consulting Group of people who have utilized a digital navi-
gator service such as Digital Pathways revealed how vital trained digital navigators 
are in helping to bridge the digital divide. The study found that with the assistance 
of digital navigators:
 Almost half surveyed obtained better healthcare, and 40% received support 
with basic needs like food, rent, and housing.
 More than 65% of those in the study obtained Internet access and/or a com-

puter/tablet at home; among Hispanic and Black Americans, this increased to 72%.
 80% reported they are more confident/feel safer using technology. More than 
85% said they used the Internet more frequently, and 1 in 3 found a new job or 
earned a higher income.

_________________________________________________________________

Andrea Ruggiero, Executive Vice President, Open Door Family Medical Centers

 It’s the everyday small acts of kindness that makes a difference in people’s 
lives – here is an opportunity to share one of those acts by 2nd Precinct Police 
Officers Patrick Paolo and Michael Soto, pictured above. We highlight the #Yon-
kersPD on this page, but police officers all over the country help people everyday 
– with big problems and small ones. Thank you to our community for supporting 
your local police, and well done, PO Paolo and PO Soto!
 Dear Mr. Politopoulos:
I am writing to you to tell you of my recent experience with Police Officers Paolo 
and Posoto. While driving home from New Jersey in torrential rain, I got a flat 
tire….managed to pull off 87 and pull into a gas station right past Cross County 
Shopping Center. Unfortunately, noone in the gas station could help. Wasn’t too 
concerned because I have AAA and any time I have called them, they respond 
very quickly. Keep in mind its still raining and very dark where i had parked and 
not the best area for a woman to be alone. Anyway, I called AAA and they told 
me it would be about 30 min for someone to show up. That 30 min turned into 3 
hours…I kept calling them and they kept telling me i was next…I was hysterical 
at this point…I needed to get home. I teach had to report to work the next morning 
for the first day. The last call to AAA the woman felt sorry for me and called the 
police….I told the dispatcher my story and she sent a car. Forgot to tell you this…
.I was rushing when i left my house and forgot to take my wallet with cash, ID and 
credit cards. Not a good night.
 Police Officers Paolo and Posoto show up, and explain there isn’t much they 
can do for me but can get in touch with another tow company who can come and 
change my flat, I explain that I don’t have money or a credit card…they explain 
thats a problem. I tell them I do have money at home and could pay the two 
company the next day, etc. They say that wont work. What they did next for me 
was just amazing…they pooled togather $75 of their own money and called the 
tow company and had my flat changed. I wanted to pay them back, said I could 
drop off the money the next day and they wouldn’t hear of it. I was and still am so 
touched and thankful for their kind gesture. Soooooo nice of them!!!!!! They were 
my guardian angels!!!!!!! Please thank them again from me. They are the best!!!!!!

Sincerely, Name withheld
__________________________________________________________________

    Buying Comics! 
   Looking for 1960s-1990s.     Looking for 1960s-1990s. 
AY CASH!  Please call  914-646-1718.  Located in YonkersI PAY CASH!  Please call  914-646-1718.  Located in Yonkers

____________________________________________________

Trump Zeldin and 50%-46% Continued from pg 1-

porter of Trump and even voted to overturn the election of 2020. But the reason 
that 2022 may be different can be found in recent polling data, which has Zeldin 
closing the gap against Hochul to alarming numbers if you are a democrat, and 
enthusiasm for the republicans. 
 A Quinnipiac University Poll released on Oct. 18 showed Hochul’s lead over 
Zeldin shrinking to just four points, 50% -46%. Two important pieces of this poll 
are Independents going for Zeldin 57%-37%, and Zeldin supported by 37% of 
New York City voters, normally a 80% lock for democrats. 
 “In the blue state of New York, the race for governor is competitive. Demo-
crats have cruised to victory in gubernatorial races since 2006, but Governor 
Hochul’s narrow edge puts Republican Lee Zeldin well within striking distance of 
her,” said Quinnipiac University Polling Analyst Mary Snow.
 Two other recent polls did not have the race as close. A Sienna Poll has it 
52%-41%, and a Marist Poll has Hochul up by 8. 
 Hochul and Zeldin have yet to debate each other. Hochul has agreed to one de-
bate on Oct. 25 on Spectrum; Zeldin wants five debates and hasn’t agreed to settle 
for one. 
 We hope to see at least one debate between the two before Election Day Nov. 
8, and before early voting begins Oct. 29. 
__________________________________________________________________

Yonkers Police Officers Patrick Paolo, left and Michael Soto right 
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Clockwise from the top left (or from 
left to right):  Jirandy Martinez, Luis 
Zarate, Leonard Aubrey and Nicole 
Tuck.

By Linnet Tse

The Community Resource Center, 
which has provided critical services 
to our community since 1998, was 
devastated by Hurricane Ida just over 
one year ago. At the Larchmont-Ma-
maroneck Local Summit’s October 11 
monthly program, the CRC’s leader-
ship shared a look back over the past 
year and a look forward to the future it 
is planning,

    Sound View Summit: How the Community 
   Resource Center (CRC) is Rebuilding its Future 

Remembering Hurricane Ida
 CRC Executive Director Jirandy Martinez reminded the audience that it was 
just over 13 months ago – September 1, 2021 – that Hurricane Ida swept through 
Mamaroneck, displacing 1,000 people, flooding 535 homes, and causing $18MM 
in losses alone in the first week. Many families lost everything. The CRC’s home 
at 134 Center Avenue took in 14 feet of water, seriously damaging both their main 
building and the Worker Center and displacing them.
 Martinez described how, despite the CRC’s own losses, the dedicated staff 
aided local families while working from temporary space generously provided by 
St. Thomas Church. Nearly 300 families were given emergency financial assis-
tance between $500-$5,000 per family; support was also provided in a variety of 
other ways, including helping clients with FEMA paperwork, assisting with hous-
ing needs, and helping replace clothing, furniture, appliances, and other items lost 
in the flood.

CRC Today: Navigating New Challenges
 While the CRC has resumed most of its programs and services, thanks to tem-
porary space provided by several community partners including St. Thomas, the 
Mamaroneck Public Library, and the STEM Alliance, Luis Zarate, Deputy Execu-
tive Director, pointed out that there have been a number of challenges.
 In their borrowed spaces, there is often little or no private space for clients 
who need confidentiality in matters involving domestic violence, immigration 
issues, and wage theft, as examples. In addition, the location of some of their 
temporary space has also been further away from the community, making access 
difficult. Finally, Zarate explained that there was a trust factor to contend with. 
Clients are less likely to attend programs in a location unfamiliar to them. As a 
result, Zarate said that they are still working to rebuild participation levels in some 
of their programs.

Project CRC Rebuild
 Operating out of temporary space for the past thirteen months has made the 
CRC leadership team and Board of Directors acutely aware of how much they 
need their own space. Board member and Rebuild Committee member Leonard 
Aubrey, shared that the Rebuild Committee, comprised of four board members 
along with Jirandy Martinez and Luis Zarate, established three project priorities 
after extensive discussions with stakeholder groups, including municipal leaders. 
These included: 1) ensuring continued easy access by their clients; 2) ensuring 
sufficient space for growing and planned new programs; and 3) affordability while 
achieving significant protection from future flooding.
 According to Aubrey, the Rebuild Committee considered three options: 1) 
selling the existing building and relocating; 2) elevating or adding a second floor 
to the main building at the current site; and 3) maximizing flood protection for 
existing facilities at the current site.  After extensive research, the Rebuild Com-
mittee has recommended the third option. Aubrey noted that this option meets the 
committee’s priorities and is more affordable compared to the other options.
 Planned flood mitigation measures include moving the main entrance up from 
the current ground level to the first floor, above the base flood elevation; relocating 
the new mechanicals and generator to the roof of the walkway that will connect 
the main building and the Worker Center; rebuilding the basement using materials 
recommended by FEMA for flood mitigation; and blocking the seven basement 
windows that were a major source of water infiltration during Ida. The plans will 
also include some enhancements and health and safety improvements including 
adding plumbing to the Worker Center.
 Aubrey shared that the project costs are estimated to be between $1.7 and $2.0 
million, with over $900,000 committed/identified.  The largest sources of the com-
mitted/identified funds include government grants and loans, individual donors, 
and foundations and community organizations. Their goal is for the CRC to be 
able to move into their rebuilt space by the end of 2023.

Invitation to Be Part of the CRC’s Rebuild Journey
 Nicole Tuck, Director of Development, invited audience members to be part 
of the CRC’s rebuild journey by supporting their upcoming Gala on Thursday, 
November 17 at Beach Point Club. Funds raised from the event will go towards 
the rebuild. The event will honor the Rev. Tami Burks and St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church.
  for information on the CRC;s “Help Bring Us Back Home” Gala.
____________________________________________________________

Eric Schoen, continued from pg- 3

  Investigation Continues for Shooting on 
   Bee Line Bus in Yonkers 

 On Oct. 7, Westchester County Police announced that they are investigating a 
shooting that occurred at 5pm on 10/7/22 aboard a Bee-Line bus in Yonkers. The 
incident occurred at 5:02 p.m. on South Broadway at Ludlow Street., A No. 4 line 
bus was traveling north and stopped at Ludlow Street to discharge passengers. At 
that time, several shots rang out on the bus and an 18-year-old man was struck.
 The victim suffered non-life-threatening injuries to his legs and is being treated 
at Jacobi Hospital in the Bronx. The circumstances of the incident are under inves-
tigation by WCPD detectives with assistance from WCPD Patrol officers and the 
Yonkers Police Department.
 Anyone with information is asked to call the County Police Tips Line at 1-800-
898-TIPS (8477).
 Westchester County Police continue their investigation into a shooting on a Bee 
Line Bus in Yonkers on October 7. The incident occurred at 5pm on South Broad-

way on a No. 4 bus. As the bus stopped at Ludlow Street to discharge passengers, 
two shots were fired inside the bus.
 One shot missed the intended victim and went into a seat. The second bullet 
hit the intended victim in one leg and exited and struck his other leg. The victim is 
stable and expected to fully recover.
 But the shooter has not yet been located or interviewed by the Westchester 
County Police, who are the lead law enforcement agency in this case because the 
incident happened on a county bus.

 The person of interest is believed to be a juvenile and has not been located to be 
interviewed. Some indications from the incident point to the shooting being gang 
related, but the investigation continues.
 Anyone with information is asked to call the Westchester County Police at 914-
864-7701.
___________________________________________________________________

are working at 4:00 p.m. chances are the ticket seller will have offer a discount to 
the buyer, adding more cost to what should be a pleasant relaxing experience. 
 No matter where the ball goes, you are talking about a problem that Major 
League Baseball could have solved for itself. They knew the rain was going to pass 
during game time. Cancel the game early in the day so people don’t start traveling. 
That’s what they would have done if they cared about the fan. 
 But why do I feel if Yogi, Mickey, the Babe, DiMaggio and the old timers were 
playing they would have gotten the game in. This column is filed earlier than when 
the Guardians (that’s what they call Cleveland now) and the Yankees will finish the 
American League Division Series, so all I can say is ‘Let’s Go Yankees!’

Rats and Garbage
 It’s disgusting when you come home at 6 p.m. and you see bags of garbage on 
the street. New York City Mayor Eric Adams has come up with a solution. Busi-
nesses and residential properties can only put their garbage out after 8 p.m. This 
way, you don’t have to see it early in the day. Let’s face it, laws allow garbage to 
be put out at sunset. This makes it very visible. 8:00 p.m.? Not so visible. In NYC 
the only way you can put garbage out earlier than sunset is if your garbage is in a 
closed container or garbage can. What happened to garbage cans? At least things 
looked neater! 

Heat Time is Here
 If the temperature goes below 55 degrees your landlord if you live in a rent 
stabilized building must provide heat and hot water. If they don’t call the City of 
Yonkers Housing and Building office and file a complaint through the Mayor’s 
Help Line at 914-377-HELP. When your landlord gets a call from the city, they 
don’t like it and will fix the problem. Yonkers has always had an excellent Housing 
and Buildings Department that follows up on heat call. You deserve to be comfort-
able, and the landlord has to follow the law! 
 Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@aol.com. Follow him on Twitter @
ericyonkers. Listen to Eric Schoen on the Westchester Rising Radio Show alter-
nating Thursday’s from 10-11 a.m. On WVOX 1460 AM, WVOX.com click listen 
or download the WVOX app from the App Store free of charge.
__________________________________________________________________
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Notice of Formation of LWL Entertainment LLC. Articles of Organization filed with Sec-

retary of State of New York (SSNY) on 8/17/22. Office location: 11 West Prospect Avenue, 
Third Floor, Mount Vernon, New York, Westchester County. The Law Offices of Lauren P. 
Raysor is designated as agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 11 West Prospect Avenue, Third Floor, Mount Vernon, New York 
10550. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.
__________________________________________________________________
Notice of formation of WRITESTRONG LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
8/30/2022. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 10 1/2 
Spruce St, Sleepy Hollow, NY. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
_________________________________________________________________________

Application for Authority of ALLIED REAL ESTATE PHILADELPHIA, LLC filed with the 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 10/13/2022.   Formed in PA 4/6/2005.  Office loc.:   West-
chester County.  SSNY is designated as agent of LLC on whom process against it may be 
served.  The address SSNY shall mail copy of process to 2200 Walnut St., Philadelphia, PA 
19103.  The office address in PA is 2001 Hamilton St., Ste. 304, Philadelphia, PA 19130.   
Cert. of Organization filed with the Secy. of the Commonwealth, 302 N. Office Bldg., 401 
North St., Harrisburg, PA 17120.  Purpose:  Any lawful activity. 
_________________________________________________________________________

Formation of OSSINING DEV LLC filed with the Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 9/7/2022.  
Office loc.:   Westchester County.  The principal business address is 142-144 S. Highland 
Ave., Ossining, NY 10562.  SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The address SSNY shall mail process to Ashish Parikh, 301 Rte. 
17 N., Ste. 802, Rutherford, NJ 07070.  Purpose:  Any lawful activity.
_________________________________________________________________________

Formation of PEEKSKILL ASSOCIATES, LLC filed with the Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
9/12/2022.  Office loc.:   Westchester County.  The principal business address is 1843 Main 
St., Peekskill, NY 10566.  SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The address SSNY shall mail process to Robert LaScala, 204 
Kings Hwy. S., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034.  Purpose:  Any lawful activity.
________________________________________________________________________

         Classifieds

Auto Donations: Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a car today!  The benefits of donating your car or 
boat:  Fast Free Pickup - 24hr Response   Tax Deduction - Easy To Do!  Call 24/7:  855-905-4755

Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your Car Donations Matter 
NOW More Than Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE.  We Accept Most Vehicles Running or 
Not.  100% Tax Deductible.  Minimal To No Human Contact.  Call: (877) 798-9474.  Car Donation 
Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Buying / Selling: Buying diamonds, gold, silver, all fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, better 
furs, complete estates. We simply pay more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail Americabuying@aol.
com

Education / Career Training: COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer & Help Desk Professional now! Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified applicants. Call CTI for details! 844-947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm ET). 
Computer with internet is required.

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! Become a Medical Office Professional online at 
CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready to work in months! Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET). 
Computer with internet is required.

Finance: ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens 
& audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 888-869-5361 (Hours:  
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)

Health: ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Generic 100mg blue pills or generic 20mg yellow pills. Get 
45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call Today. 877-707-5523

Help Wanted: Up to $21.09 NYC, $20.22 L.I.,  $15.20 Upstate NY!If you need care from your 
relative, friend/ neighbor and you have Medicaid, they may be eligible to start taking care of you as 
personal assistant under NYS Medicaid CDPA Program. No Certificates needed. 347-713-3553.

Home Improvement: BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 866-393-3636

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! American Residential Warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR PLANS. 833-398-
0526

Do you need a Roof or Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying for it? YOU MAY QUALIFY 
THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. 
Approved applications will have the work completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER 
FUNDING. Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.   15% off and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-763-2379

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and power your home. Full installation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 1-888-871-0194

Miscellaneous: BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels 
and 3 months free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! Call 888-508-5313
Turn the boxes of old comic books sitting in your garage into cash money! Call George (917) 652-
9128 or email gbrook@pipeline.com

TV Internet Phone: DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 months with CHOICE  Package. Watch your 
favorite live sports, news & entertainment anywhere. First 3 months of HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-

time, Starz and Epix included! Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-595-6967
_______________________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of TRStack Business Consulting LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 09/22/2022. Office: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 
180 Forest Avenue, Rye, N.Y. 10580. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
_________________________________________________________________________

at-bat, as just a singular event. And you just go from there and keep repeating it 
until the game is over.”
 “You definitely visualize it. You have a dream about it. Yes, I was obviously 
a Yankees fan growing up. My dream has always been to play major league base-
ball.”
 Bader has had more than 100 of his family and friends at the home playoff 
games. He attended Horace Mann school in the Bronx.
__________________________________________________________________
             
     LEGAL NOTICE
        IRRIGATION SYSTEM REHABILITATION
   FOR LAKE ISLE COUNTRY CLUB GOLF COURSE

Notice is hereby given that the Office of the Eastchester Town Clerk will receive 
sealed bids  for “IRRIGATION SYSTEM REHABILITATION FOR LAKE 
ISLE COUNTRY CLUB GOLF COURSE”,  located at 660 White Plains Road, 
Eastchester , New York 10709.   

All proposals shall be on a lump sum basis and include all turf irrigation system 
construction work under a single Contract. Segregated proposals will not be accept-
ed. In general, the work includes the installation of a fully functional turf irrigation 
system.  A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be held at the site on November 
2, 2022 at reserved time slots.  Contact Greens Superintendent Eric Yount to select 
a time slot at (914) 398-9325.     

Proposals will be received until 2:00 PM local time on November 30, 2022 at 
the Office of The Town Clerk, Eastchester Town Hall, 40 Mill Road, Eastchester, 
New York 10709, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  Bid 
documents will be made available at 2:00 PM on October 28, 2022 and may be 
obtained from the Office of the Town Clerk.

Bid security shall be submitted with each bid in the amount of five percent (5%) 
of the Base Bid. Bidders must be properly licensed under the laws governing their 
respective trades and be able to obtain Insurance and Bonds required for the Work.  
The successful Bidder shall be required to furnish and pay for satisfactory Per-
formance and Labor and Material Payment Bonds in the amount of one hundred 
percent (100%) of the total Contract Amount. 

All bids shall be submitted either in person or by mail in an opaque, sealed enve-
lope clearly marked “IRRIGATION SYSTEM REHABILITATION – LAKE 
ISLE COUNTY CLUB”, addressed to: Town Clerk, Eastchester Town Hall, 40 
Mill Road, Eastchester, New York 10709.  Unless otherwise permitted by law, no 
bids may be withdrawn for a period of forty-five (45) days after the date of the bid 
opening.

TIME OF COMPLETION: 180 calendar days from Notice to Proceed.
The Town Board reserves the right to reject all bids and to waive any informality or 
irregularity in any or all bids.

LATE BIDS - All bids received after the deadline date and time stated above will 
not be considered and will be returned to the bidder unopened.  The bidder assumes 
the risk of any delay in the mail or in the handling of the mail by Owner’s em-
ployees or volunteers.  Whether sent by mail or by means of personal delivery, the 
bidder assumes all responsibility for having the bid deposited on time at the place 
specified.

Dated:   October 21, 2022   Town of Eastchester
                                          40 Mill Road, Eastchester, NY      
__________________________________________________________________               

Bader Bronxville, continued from pg 1-
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Notice of Formation of Them Houghs LLC. Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 8/5/2022. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY should mail process to; 49 
Greenwood RD Yonkers NY 10701. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
__________________________________________________________________________

Notice of Formation of Professional Limited Liability Company. Name of PLLC: Sokol Acu-

puncture PLLC. Articles of Organization filed with NYDOS: October 11, 2022. Office of the 
PLLC: 1 Columbia Ave Apt A10 Hartsdale NY 10530. Westchester County. The NYSS has 
been designated as the agent upon whom process may be served. NYSS may mail a copy of 
process to the PLLC at: 1 Columbia Ave Apt A10 Hartsdale NY 10530. No specific dissolu-

tion date. The purpose of the PLLC is to provide acupuncture services.
_________________________________________________________________________

Notice of formation of Beagal, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 10/11/2022. Of-
fice: Westchester County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 47 Washington Blvd Mt 
Vernon NY 10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
__________________________________________________________________________

         Licensed Professional Process Server 
       Covering Civil and Landlord & Tenant cases. 
	 	 	 Will	do	all	mailings	and	provide	Affidavit	of	service.	
   Please contact me at (914) 770-0079, or  email me 
   at  Tina_vazquez819@yahoo.com.

    Westchester Rising  
PO Box 705, Yonkers NY 10702-914-815-1388.  Proudly serving Westchester County with 
hyperlocal news. Member NY Press Association.  Legal notice inquiries to: risinglegalno-

tice@gmail.com.   Daniel Murphy, Publisher & Editor in Chief, dmurphy@risingmedia-

group.com. Bayan Baker, Assistant to the Editor in Chief  risingmediagroup@gmail.com.  
Advertising requests to the Editor: dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com
_______________________________________________________________________
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Tamika Coverdale Appointed Mount 
  Vernon City Court Judge 

    Help Wanted

Mechanical Engineer, Hawthorne, NY  Design & dvlp leak testing & container 
closure integrity testing solutions; test systems, designs, parts, components for 
manufacturing of non-destructive package inspection techs; determine project 
specs by analyzing product design & customer requirements; redesign leak testing 
products & solutions; perform complex 3D modeling assemblies, & details of en-
gineering products to dvlp apps; interpret blueprints, technical drawings, comput-
er-generated reports; diagnose causes of malfunctions of operational equipment & 
machinery; perform corrective maintenance procedures. Mastere in Mechanical 
Engineering or Mechanical Engineering Technology + 6 months exp in job offrd 
or as Project Engineer. Fax resume to HR Manager, Packaging Technologies & 
Inspection, 914-337-8519.
_________________________________________________________

 Mayor Shawyn Patterson-Howard announced the appointment of Tamika A. 
Coverdale as the newest Mount Vernon City Court Judge.  Coverdale was sworn 
in on October 17, at City Hall, and was selected through a competitive vetting 
and interview process with the Mayor’s Judicial Committee, chaired by William 
Wagstaff III, Esq.
 Judge Coverdale will fill the vacancy left by the passing of Judge William 
Edwards. Mayor Patterson-Howard said, “The diverse Judicial Committee was 
comprised of members of all walks of life that have both impacted and been 
impacted by the justice system to create a diverse panel of thought. I thank the 
judicial committee for once again coming together and evaluating and elevating 
the candidates, and I am grateful for all the applicants, reaffirming my belief that 
Mt. Vernon is wonderful place to work full of talented professionals with a heart 
for service. I am confident in Tamika Coverdale’s leadership, judicial knowledge, 
and compassion that she will bring to the Mt. Vernon City Court,” 
 Judge Coverdale said, “I am honored that Mayor Shawyn Patterson-Howard 
has afforded me the opportunity to continue to serve the people of this great city 
in the role of City Court Judge. I look forward to bringing the same dedication 
and leadership skills in working that compliment my colleagues on the Mount 
Vernon City Court to ensure equality, justice, and fairness in our judicial system 
as well as protecting the safety and well-being of our residents and families.
 Prior to this appointment, Tamika A. Coverdale most recently served as 
Senior Counsel and Officer of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at The Legal Aid 
Society of Westchester County. Having begun her education at Cardinal Spelman 
High School (Bronx, NY), Ms. Coverdale continued at Howard University where 
she obtained her Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and then went on to 
earn a Juris Doctorate at the University of Maine School of Law, after which she 
was admitted to the NYS Bar in 2000.
_________________________________________________________________

Flavored Tobacco Ban, continued from pg 1-

L-R-William 
Wagstaff Esq, 
Judge Tamika 
Coverdale, Mt. 
Vernon Mayor 
Shawyn 
Patterson -
Howard

try’s intense and persistent targeting of Black communities, women and youth. These are the 
findings of a new research study by Stanford Medicine, and the AHA.”
 “This study is a compelling addition to the overwhelming evidence showing that 
tobacco companies directly target populations including Black communities, women and 
youth with menthol cigarettes, which make it easier to get hooked and are much tougher to 
quit than other tobacco products,” said Rose Marie Robertson, M.D, and medical officer of 
the American Heart Association. “They should no longer be sold.”

 Menthol cigarettes are used by 85% of Black people who smoke and 44% of women 
who smoke, compared to 30% of non-Hispanic white people who smoke. More than half of 
teens who begin smoking start with a menthol brand. Numerous studies have shown that the 
cooling sensation of menthol cigarettes makes them easier to inhale deeply, which leads to a 
higher dose of nicotine and a stronger addiction as compared to other cigarettes.

 Other data presented by supporters of a flavored cigarette ban include: 
• This legislation will NOT lead to the arrest and incarceration of more Black and Brown 
New Yorkers. The law only restricts the sale of menthol cigarettes across the county’s retail 
network. It will still be legal to use or possess menthol cigarettes in Westchester.
• This bill will NOT cause Westchester to suffer massive losses to its tax revenue because 
of a restriction on the sale of menthol cigarettes. Tobacco sales have been declining for sev-

eral years, and any additional decline would be offset by a decline in the exorbitant health-

care costs that are placed upon Westchester because of smoking-caused illnesses.

 We spoke with County Legislator Jewel F. Williams- Johnson, Chair of the BOL Health 
Committee, about the proposed law. “This proposed legislation would ban all flavored 
tobacco products, not just menthol cigarettes. We are moving forward because of the health 
implications for those who use the product and kids who have increase attractiveness be-

cause of the flavoring.”
 Legislator Johnson said that earlier this year, the Health Committee changed the 
enforcement of the law if passed. Now the Westchester County Department of Health will 
issue violations to any store that is selling flavored cigarettes, and not the county police or 
any law enforcement agency. 
 “This bill targets businesses and not individuals. So, if a person is selling individual 
cigarettes on the street, (known as loosies) they would not be affected by this law. The bill 
is targets to retail owners, and not a person walking along the street with a cigarette. I hope 
this comes across loud and clear.”

 Legislator Johnson said that health implications are the reason for the law. “Tobacco 
use remains the primary cause of preventable death. And the financial cost of tobacco use in 
Westchester and New York State, are in the billions.”
 “We also know that 5,000 children become smokers in NY because of the flavors. They 
are initiated into tobacco use and then they turn into daily smokers. The taste of regular 

cigarettes is harsh to a first-time smoker, but the flavors like menthol, cools and numbs the 
throat. Those types of cigarettes are appealing to get people to start smoking, and tobacco 

companies use flavored tobacco as a progression into other nicotine,” said Leg. Williams-
Johnson. 

 “This bill doesn’t target black people and I get peeved when I hear that. Instead of 
being mad at this bill, we should be mad at the tobacco industry for targeting black people. 
They have desperately preyed on the black community.”
 “I believe that I have a majority on the Board to pass this, although there is some push-

back who prefer that the focus be on education instead of a ban. We plan on adding fund-

ing in next year’s budget for education and for nicotine patches. But we need to approach 
this from as many angles that we can. I’m hoping that Westchester can lead the way in our 
region.”

 Speakers against the flavored cigarette ban have included the media publication Black 
Westchester, and Gwen Carr, mother of Eric Garner, who was killed by the NYPD for sell-
ing loose cigarettes.  “We believe this county law will affect Black communities more than 
White communities. Depending on the data used, it is estimated that 74% to 95% of Black 
Americans smoke menthol cigarettes, and only 22% to 36% of White American smoke 
menthol cigarettes.  Policies like a menthol cigarette ban will increase crime. Increase police 
interactions. The number of people being pulled over and stopped will increase. The number 
of innocent Black men in jail will increase. Increase black market sales of menthol products 
from jurisdictions where it is legal. Let’s also remember that youth smoking is at an all-time 
low of 3.3 percent, according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). At the same time, 
overall crime rates since the pandemic have increased,” writes Black Westchester. 
 Gwen Carr, wrote to the Westchester BOL against the law.  “When you ban a product 
sold mostly in Black communities but do not have the same ban in other communities, you 
must consider the fairness of such an approach as well as the reality of what will happen to 
that very same overrepresented community in the criminal justice system….If Westchester 
County Legislators decide to move forward with the proposed menthol ban without such 
consideration, it will unleash an unintended consequences  storm in our community, which 
many members of our community would find quite discriminatory. We cannot afford to 
stand by and let that happen,” wrote Carr. 
__________________________________________________________________________
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 5th Annual Meet the Authors Event Saturday, October 22 ~ 11 am to 3:30 pm 
Join us for our annual Meet the Authors event, being held on site this year in the 
Harrison Library’s Community Room. You will have an opportunity to ask ques-
tions after each panel and purchase signed copies of the featured books.  Copies 
of the authors’ latest books will be raffled throughout the day. Register at https://
www.harrisonpl.org/events/9004926.
_________________________________________________________________

Harrison Library’s Meet the Author’s Sat Oct 22

 L-R-Limarie Cabrera, Director of Data/Operations & Finance for WCA, Rebekah Raz, 

former Development Manager for WCA and the developer of the idea for the Hope Quilt 

Project, Allison Lake Executive Director of WCA, Angel Gray Program and Policy Man-

ager for WCA

 On Sept. 28, the Westchester Children’s Association (WCA) unveiled five quilts from 
their Hope Quilt Project at the Westchester Children’s Museum at Playland Park in Rye. The 
year-long project was developed to raise awareness of the importance of early childhood 
supports.Early childhood home visiting services provide individualized support and guidance 
to families with children ages 0-5 in the home setting and provide connections to needed 
services. The lack of program capacity and funding in Westchester and New York State has 
caused eligible families to go without this critical resource. In Westchester County, 95.2% 
of eligible children are not receiving home visiting services; these programs are effective in 
decreasing abuse and neglect, increasing school readiness, and improving maternal and child 
health outcomes. Westchester Children’s Association advocates for the expansion of home 
visiting programs at the county and state level so that every eligible family can have 
access. For more info, visit Villagesquaresquilters.com and wca4kids.org. com.
_________________________________________________________________

     Westchester County Associations’s Home 

  Visiting Awareness Campaign Quilts Revealed


